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A. The Teſtimonies of Joszenvs concerning Jzsvs Currsr, 
Jous the Baptiſt, and James the Juſt, vindicated. 
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II. Concerning Gop's command to Azkanan to offer up 


3. Isaac his ſon for a ſacrifice. 


| 8 II. A Demonſtration that Tactrus, the Roman hiſtorian, 
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FT he Tes rimonts of Josxenuvs concerning JIrsus Cngier, 


Joux the Bapri/t, and Janes the Juſt, vindicated 
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INCE we meet with ſeveral important teſtimonies in 

I Joſephus, the Jewiſh hiſtorian, concerning. Jous the 
# 7 Baptiſt, the forerunner of Jeſus of Nazareth, con- 
rerning Jesus of Nazareth himſelf, and concerning Jams 
Ihe Juit, the brother of Jeſus of Nazareth; and ſince the 
principal teſtimony, which is that concerning Jeſus of Naza- 
eth himſelf, has of late been greatly queſtioned by many, 
end rejected by ſome of the learned as ſpurious, it will be fit 
or me, who have ever declared my firm belief that theſe 
geſtimonies were genuine, te ſet down fairly ſome of the ori. 
gina evidence and citationt I have met-with in the-firſt fif- 
een centuries concerning them, and then to make proper 
Þ-//ervations upon that evidence, for the reader's more com- 
ylete ſatisfaction. 4 ; 
HBor before 1 produce the citations themſelves out of Jo- 
ephus, give me leave to prepare the reader's attention, by 
ting down the ſentiments of perhaps the moſt learned per- 
en, and the moſt competent judge that ever was, as to the 
uthority of Joſephus, I mean of Joſeph Scaliger in the Pro- 
egomena to his book, De Emendatione Temporum, p. 17. 
Joſephus is the moſt diligent and the greateſt lover of 
truth of all writers: nor are we-affraid to affirm of him, 
that it is more. ſafe to believe him, not only as to the 
affairs of the Jews, but alſo as to thoſe that are foreign 
to them, than all the Greek and Latin writers, and this, 


becauſe. his fidelity and his compaſs of learning are every 
where conſpicuous." | 
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The ancient CITATIONS of the Teſtimonies of * 
Joskruus from his own time till the end of the Ahrig 
fifteen century. ere 


About A. D. 110. Tacit. Annal. lib. xv. cap. 44. 

Nero, in order to. ſtifle the rumour, [as if he had himſelf 
ſet Rome on fire], aſcribed it to thoſe people who were ha- righ 
ted for their wicked practices, and called by the vulgar _ | Hcl 
11ans : theſe he puniſhed exquiſitely. The author of thi: Posh 
name was Chriſt, who, in the reign of. Tiberius, was brought arne 
to puniſhment by Pontius Pilate the procurator. Ne ag 
o th 
About. A. D. 147. Juſt. Mart. Dialog. cum Trypho. p. 234. jan 

Yoy [ Jews] knew that Jeſus was riſen from the dead, id, t 
and aſcended into heaven, as the prophecies did foretel was 
to, happen. | on 
| Cr 

About A. D. 230. Origen. Comment. in Matth. p. 230. ced 

Tuis James was of ſo ſhining a character among the er, i 
people, on account of his righteouſneſs, that Flayius Joſe - ¶ Joſe 
phus, when, in his twentieth book of the Jewiſh Antiqui- 
| ties, he had a mind to ſet down what was the cauſe why the ry of 
people ſuffered ſuch miſeries, till the very holy houſe was viou 
| demoliſhed, he ſaid, that theſc things. befel. them by the , a \ 
| anger of God, on account of. what they had dared to do to oer 
| James, the. brother of Jeſus, who was. called Chrift :. Aud Miera 
wonderful it is, that, while he did not receive Jeſus for Ns, 
Chriſt, he did nevertheleſs bear witneſs. that James was ſo Men k 
[ righteous a man. He ſays farther, that the people thought. NA co! 
1 that they ſuffered theſe things for the ſake of James. MW no! 


About A. D. 250. Contr. Celſſ lib. i. p. 35. 36. tho 
| I woutd ſay to Celſus, who perſonates a Jew, that 
| admitted of John the Baptiſt, and how he baptized Jeſus, this 
|. - that one who lived but a little while after John and Jeſus, he 


, 
, . . ' = 
[ wrote, how that John was a baptizer unto the remiſſion vii 


WA 
wy 


— — —ͥ́ꝓ ai 


ſins: For Joſephus teſtifies in the eighteenth book of Jew ii the ( 
Antiquities, that John was the baptiſt, and that he promiſe him 
purification to thoſe that were baptized. The ſame Joſephu erw 
olſo, although he did not believe in ſeſus as Chriſt, when ht 
was enquiring after the cauſe of the deſtruftion of Jeruſalerg 
Al 


” 


DISSERTATION I. 5. 


bd of the demolition of the temple, and ought to have ſaid, 
at their machinations againſt Jeſus were the cauſe of thoſe 
= of Wi: (cries coming on the people, becauſe they had flain that 
f the I riſt, who was foretold by the prophets, he, though as it. 
ere unwillingly, and yet as one not remote from the truth, 
s, © Theſe miſeries befel the Jews by way of revenge for 


4. James the Juſt, who was the brother of Jeſus, that was 
umſelf Mealled Chr N, becauſe they had ſlain him who was a moſt 
ere ha- . righteous perſon,” Now this James was he whom that 
r Chr Fa nuine diſciple of Jeſus, Paul, ſaid he had ſeen af the Lord's 
of this Fother ; [Gal. i. 19.] which relation, implies not {o much 
brought SS arneſs of blood, or the ſameneſs of education, as it does 


We agreement of manners and-preaching. If therefore he 
s the deſolation of Jeruſalem befel the Jews for the fake 
RF /ames, with how much greater reaſon might he have 
Did, that it happened for the lake of Jeſus? c. 


(bout A. D. 324. Euſeb. Demonſlr. Enes, lib. iii. p. 124. 
CexrarxLy the atteſtation of thoſe I have Wan pro- 


230. Iced concerning our Saviour may be ſufficient. How- 
ng the er, it may not be amiſs if, over and above, we make uſe 
us Joſe · ¶ Joſephus the Jew for a farther witneſs; 5 who, in the eigh- 
Intiqui- enth book of his Antiquities, when he was writing the hiſ- 
why the lh y of what happened under Pilate, makes mention of our 
uſe was viour in theſe words : Now there was about this time Je- 
by the , a wiſe man, if it be lawful to call him a man, for he was 
to do to oer of wonderful works, a teacher of ſuch men as had a 


: And ieration for truth; he drew over to him both many of the 
ſeſus for Ius, and many of the Gentiles : He was the Chriſt. And 
s was ſo pen Pilate; at the ſuggeſtion of the principal men among us, 
thought e condethned him to the croſs, thoſe that loved him at firſt 
es. not forſake him, for he appeared to them alive again the 
9:4 day, as the divine prophets had ſpoken of theſe, and 
36. chouſand other wonderful things concerning him; whence 
W, chal l tribe of Chriſtians, ſo named from him, axe not extinct 
ed Jeſus his day. If therefore we have this hiſtorian's teſtimony, 
nd Jeſus, ¶ t he not only brought over to himſelf the twelve apoſtles, 
niſſion h the ſeventy diſciples, but many of the Jews, and many 
of Jewiußggche Gentiles alſo, be muſt manifeſtly have had ſomewhat. 
promiſeo him extraordinary above the reſt of mankind; for how 
Joſephv}Wſherwiſe could he draw over ſo many of the Jews, and of 
, when bj Gentiles, unleſs he performed admizable and amazing” 
eraſalery : a 3 works, 


aue 
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works, and uſed 2 method of teaching that was not oom 
mon? Moreover, the ſcripture of the Acts of the Apoll, thi 
bears witneſs, that there were many ten thouſands of Jews 
who were perſuaded that he was the Chriſt of God, who 
was foretold by the prophets. [Acts xxi. 20.] 


About A. D. 320. Haft. Eecleſ. b. i i. cap. 11. f 

Now the divine. ſcripture of the goſpels makes. men. 
tion of John the Baptiſt as having his head cut off by the 
vounger Herod, Joſephus alſo concurs in this hiſtory, and” 
makes mention of Herodias by name, as the wife of his bro- 
ther, whom Herod had married, upon divorcing: his former 
lawful wife. She was the daughter of Aretas, King of the ive 
Petrean Arabiansz.and which Herodiashe had parted rom of 
her huſband while he was alive: On which account alſo, Mhriſt. 
when he had ſlain John, be made war with Aretas, [ Are- 4 en a 
ris made war with him], becauſe his daughter had been uſed Wved 
d1iſhonourably : In which war, vben it came to a battle, he em 
ſays, that all Herod's army was deſtroyed, and that he ſui · eto 
tered this becaufe of his wicked contrivance againſt John. ernin 
Moreover the ſame Joſephus; by acknowledging John to have om 
been a moit. righteous man, and the baptiſt, conſpires in his r, f. 
teſtimony with what is written in the goſpels. He alſo re- Meſe 
lates, that Herod loſt his kingdom for the ſake of the ſame my 
Herodias, together with whom he was himſelf condemned to! "4 aſio 
de baniſhed to Vienna, a city of Gall. And this is his ac- I | No! 
count in the eighteenth book of the Antiquities, where he Mated 
writes thus of John verbatim: Some of. the Jews though: Woug 
zhat the deſtruction of Herod's army came from God, and em, 
that very juſtly, as a punĩiſhment for what he did againſt Joboſ at it 
that was called the Baptiſt, for Herod flew him, who was a t 
od man, and one that commanded the Jews to- exerciſe 
virtue, both as to righteouſneſs towards one another, and 
piety towards God, and ſo to come to baptiſm, for that: by I 
this means the waſhing [with water} would appear accept- Mt v 
able to him, when they made uſe of it, not in order to the 
putting away [or the remiſſion] of ſome fins [only], but fo: 
the purification of the body, ſuppoſing ſtill that the-ſoul were Me t 
thoroughly purified before hand by righteouſneſs. Now when : 
Imany ] others came in crouds about him, for they were 
greatly delighted in hearing his words, Herod was afraid that 8 
this ſo * power of perſuading mon might tend to m_ ſe- 
tion 
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pry, 
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t oom- 4 tion or other, for they ſeemed to be diſpoſed to do every 


poſtles ing he ſhould adviſe them to, ſo he ſuppoſed it better to 
f Jews vent. any attempt for a mutation from him by cutting him. 
|, who , that after any ſuch mutation ſhould. be brought about, 


the public ſhould ſuffer, to repent. [of ſuch negligence]. - 
cordingly he was ſent a priſoner, out of Herod's ſuſpici- 
s temper, to Machwrus, the caſtle before mentioned, and 

there put to death.— When Joſephus had ſaid this of 
Ihn, he makes mention alſo of our Saviour in the ſame hiſ- 
y, and ry, after this mauner : Now there was about this time one 
lis bro I ſus, a wile man, if it be law ful to call him a man, for he 
former as a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of ſuch men as re- 
of the ive the truth with pleaſure; he drew over to him both ma- 
of the Jews, and many of the Gentiles alſo: he was the 
at alſo, Mhriſt. And when Pilate, at the ſuggeſtion of the principal 


to have om him, are not extinct at this day. And ſtnce this wri-- 
s in his Hr, ſprung from the Hebrews themſelves, hath delivered“ 
alſo re- Mee things above. in his own work, concerning John the 
ie ſame Maptiſt and our Saviour what room is there for any farther 
ned to aon? Cc. ̃ 
his ac- No James was ſo. wonderful a perfon, and was ſo cele- 
1ere he MPated byall others for righteouſneſs, that the judicious Jews - 
hought I ought this to have been the occaſion of that ſiege of Jeru-- 
od, and em, which came on preſently after his martyrdom, and 
ot John Pat it befel them for no other ' reaſon, than that impious 
o was ad they were guilty-of againſt him. Joſephus therefore 
xerciſe not refuſe to atteſt thereto in writing, by the- words 
er, and Mllowing: Theſe miſeries befel the Jews: by way of re- 
that by enge for James the Juſt, who was the brother of Jeſus 
accept- at was called Craft, on this account, that they had ſlain 
- to the n who was a moſt righteous · perſon. 
but fo: The ſame Joſephus declares the manner of his death in 
ul were e twentieth book of the Antiquities, in theſe words: Ce- 
w when r {ent Albinus into Judea to be procurator, when he had 
y were ard that Feſtus was dead. Now Ananus junior, who, as 
aid that e ſaid, had been admitted to the high prieſthood, was in 
ome ſe· ¶ temper bold and daring in an _extragiidinary manner. He 
dition Was 


nr, 3 


vas alſo of the ſet of the Sadducees, who are more ſavage 
in judgment than any of the other Jews, as we have already Meg 
ſignified.. Since-thexefore this was the. character of Ananus, belt 
he thought he had now a proper opportunity | to exerciſe hi; fidic 
authority ], becauſe Feſtus was dead, and Albinus was but th tl 
upon the road; ſo he aſſembles the ſanhedrim of judges, and is t 
brings before them James, the brother of Jelus, who was ing 
called Cbriſt, and ſome others [of his companions ], and when WF. ; 

he had formed an accuſation againſt them, as breakers of the 72% 
law, he delivered them to be {toned : But as for thoſg who Nos: 
ſeemed the moſt equitable. of the citizens, and thoſe who reſs 
were the moſt uneaſy at the breach of the laws, they diſliked ac 
what was done. They alſo ſent to the King [ Agrippa], de- Baz 
firing him to ſend to Ananus that he ſhould act ſo no more, liſhe 
for that what he had already done could not be juſtified, Wc, 4 


About A. D. 360. Ambroſe or Hegeſippus. de Excid. Ur 
Hierofolym. lib. ii. cap. 12. ; 
Wt have diſcovered that it was the opinion and belief off 
the Jews, as Joſephus affirms, (who is an author not to bi 
rejected, when he writes againſt himſelf), that Herod lot 
his army; not by the deceit of men, but by the anger off 
God, and that juſtly, as an effect of revenge for what he 
4 did to John the Baptiſt, a juſt man, who: had ſaid to him, 
lt is not lawful for thee to have thy brnther®s wife. - 
The Jews.themſelves alſo bear witneſs to Chriſt, as ap- 
pears by Joſephus, the writer of their hiſtory, who ſay: 
6 thus: That there was at that time a wiſe man, if, ſays he, 
. it be lawful to have him called a man, a doer of wonderful 
| works who appeared to his diſciples after the third day, 
| from his death, alive again, according to the writings-of thei 
prophets, who foretold theſe and innumerable other miracu- 
lous events concerning him; from whom began the congre- 
1 gation of Chriſtians, and hath penetrated among all forts of 
0 men: nor does there remain any nation in the Roman world 
which continues ſtrangers to his religion. If the Jews do 1 
not believe us, let them at leaſt believe their owh writers." 
Joſephus, whom they eſteem a very great man, hath ſaid 
this, and yet hath he ſpoken truth after ſuch a manner, andi 
ſo far was his mind wandered from the right way, that even 
he was not a believer, as to what he himſelf ſaid ; but thu 
he ſpake in order to. deliver hiſtorical truth, . becauſe hf 
x4 | thought} 


* DISSERTATION I. 9 
ſavage : : f 5 
lready Meught it not lawful for him to deceive, while yet he was 
nanus, belie ver, becauſe of the hardneſs of his heart, and his 
-iſe hi; Wfidious intention. However, it was no prejudice to the 
as but! rh that he was not a believer, but this adds more weight 
is teſtimony, that while he was an unbeliever, and un- 


es, and b TEST 
ing this ſhould be true, he has not denied it to de ſo. 


10 was 
1 when 


of the About A D 400. Hieroaym, de Vir. Iiluftr. in Jeſepbo. 
{ who Joss ubs, in the eighteenth, book of Antiquities, moſt 


ſe who preſsly acknowledges, that Chriſt was ſlain by the Phariſees 
liſſikedi account of the greatneſs of his miracles ; and that John 
a], de. MW Baptiit was truly a prophet ; and that Jeruſalem was de- 
more, liſhed on account of the ſlaughter of James the apoſtle. 


dw he wrote concerning our Lord after this manner: At 

ſame time there was Jeſus, a wiſe man, if yet it be law- - 

to call him a man, far he was a doer of wonderful works, 

eacher of thoſe wha willingly. receive the truth. He had 

ny followers both of the Jews and of the Gentiles: He 
believed to be Chriſt. And when, by the envy of our 


2d, ©, 4 
1. Ur 


elief of 4 


t to bi 

od loſt Hncipal men, Pilate had condemned him to the croſs, this 
nger oi 'tÞſtanding; thoſe who had loved him at firſt perſevered, 
hat he be appeared to them alive on the third day, as the ora - 


s of the prophets had foretold many of theſe and other 
nderful things concerning him: And the ſe& of Chriſ- 
s, ſo named from him, are not extinct at this day. 


to him, 


, 


© as ap- 


1 

55. b. , . D. 410, Jodorus Pelyfiora the ſebolar of Cry: 
nder ful foftom, lib. iv; epift. 225. 

rd day, usa was one Joſephus, a Jew of the greateſt reputa- 
$-of the , and one that was zealous of the law; one alſo that 
miracu-aphraſed the Old Teſtament with truth, and ated vas 
congre-il tly for the Jews, a» had ſhewed that their ſettlement , 
ſorts of nobler than can be deſcribed; by words. Now fince 
world, b made their intereſt give place to truth, for he would not 
ſews daf ort the opinion of impious men, I think it neceſſary to 
writer, oven his words. What then does he ſay ? Now there was 
ath ſaid A ut that time: Jeſus, a wie man, if it be lawful to call him 
er, and n, for-he was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of 


h men as receive the truth wirf. pteaſure. He drew over 
um both many of the Jews, and many of the Gentiles ; 
was the Chriſt, And when Pilate at the ſuggeſtion of 
Principal men among us, had. condemned him to the 


crals, 


lat even 
but thus 
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thoughts 
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croſs, thoſe that loved him at firſt did not forſake him, for 
he appeared to them the third day alive again, as the di. Wi 
vine prophets had ſaid theſe, and a vaſt number of other 45 


wonderful things concerning him: And the tribe of Chril. 
I cannot but wonder greatly at this man's love of truth in 


« teacher of men, which received the truth with pleaſure.” 


About A. D. 440. Sowomen. Hit. Ecclef. lib. i. cup. 1. 
Now Joſephus, the ſon of Matthias, a prieſt, a man of very 


works, and a teacher of the words of truth: He names him 


over to him, being many of the Gentiles, as well as of the 


Jews, continued to love him; and that the tribe named from 
him was not then extint. Now he ſeems to me by this hill 
relation, almoſt to proclaim that Chriſt is God. However 
he appears to have been ſo affected with the Rrangenefs of 


the thing, as to run as it were in a ſort of a middle way, ſo 
as not to put any indignity upon believers in him, but ra- 
ther to afford his ſuffrage to them. 


About A. D. 510. Caffiodorus Hipt Tripartit. e Sogomono. 


Now Joſephus, the ſon of Mattathias, and a prieſt, a mai 
of great nobility among the Jews, and of a great dignity 
among the Romans, ſl-all be a trutii of Chriſt's hiſtory : for 
he dares not call-him a man, as a doer of famous works, and 
a teacher of true doctrines; he names him Chr/t openly; 
and is not ignorant that he was condemned to the croſs, and 
appeared on the third day alive, and that an infinite number 
other wonderful things were foretold of him by the holy pro- 
phets. Moreover he teſtifies alfo, that there were then alive 
many whom he had choſen, both Greeks and Jews, and that 
they continued to love him; and that the ſect which was na: 
med. from him was by no means extinct at that time. 
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tians, ſo named from him, are not extinct at this day. Nou 


Her: 


ho w: 
many reſpeas, but chiefly where he ſays, “ Jeſus was af 
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Wer had 
great note both among the Jews and the Romans, may well 
be a witneſs of credit as to the truth of Chriſt's hiſtory; for 
he ſcruples to call him a man, as being a doer of wonderful 
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st his 
Chriſt openly; and is not ignorant that he was condemned toe was 


the croſs; and appeared on the third day alive, and that ten 
thouſand other wonderful things were foretold of him by thei 


divine prophets. He teſtifies alſo, that thoſe whom he drey : nings, 


P. 52 
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P. 58 
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out A. D. 640. Chron. Alex. p. 514. 


di. Now Joſephus alſo relates in the eighteenth book of An- 
ther WKquities, how John the Baptiſt, that holy man, was behead- 
hriſ. , on account of Herodias, the wife of Philip, the brother 
Nou Herod himſelf; for Herod had divorced his former wife, 
h in ho was ſtill alive, and had been hib lawful wife: the was 
as ae daughter of Aretas, King of the Petreans. When there- 
ire.” re Herod had taken Herodias away from her huſband, 

F hile he was yet alive (on whoſe account he flew John 
I. Rilo), Aretas made war againſt Herod, becauſe his daugh- 
very Mer had been diſhonourably treated: In which war he ſays, 
well hat all Herod's army was deſtroyed, and that he ſuffered 
; for What calamity becauſe of the wickedneſs he had been guilty 
lerfulſhf againſt John. The ſame Joſephus relates, that Herod 
s him ſt his kingdom on, account of Herodias, and that with her 
ned toe was baniſhed to Lyons, @'c, | 
at ten P. 526, 527.] Now that our Saviour taught his preach- 
by the g three years, is demonſtrated both by other neceſſary rea- 
dre dnings, as alſo out of the holy goſpels, and out of Joſephus's 
of the Writings, who was a wiſe man among the Hebrews, Oc. 
d from P. 584, 586.] Joſephus relates, in the fifth book of 
his hüte [ Jewiſh ] war, that Jeruſalem was taken in the third [ſe- 
we verdad] year of Veſpaſian, as after forty years ſince they had 
nefs oi. .cd to put Jeſus to death: In which time he ſays, that 
vay, (0 ames, the brother of our Lord, and biſhop of Jeruſalem, 
but 12-8... thrown down [from the temple], and lain of them, 

y ſtoning, 5 

* About A. D. 740. Anaftafias Abbas contr. Jud. 
Sei Now Joſephus, an author and writer of your own, ſays of 


fe rict, that he was a juſt and good man, ſhewed and decla- 
NK d ſo to be by divine grace, who gave aid to many by figns 


rks, * ad miracles, 

Open 7 f 3 
. * About A. D. 790. Georgius Syncellus Chron. p. 339. 
e Tursz miſeries befel the Jews by way of revenge for 


mes the Juſt, who was the brother of Jeſus that was called 
riſt, on the account that they had flain him who was a 
olt righteous perſon. Now as Ananus, 'a perſon of that 
aracter, thought he had a proper opportunity, becauſe 
ſtus was dead, and Albinus was but upon the road, ſo he 
alembles 


gen alive 
and that 

was na. 
le. 


Abou 


N 


Joſephus the Jew has related in his writings. 
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aſſemblies the ſanhedrim of judges, and brings before then . 
James, the brother of Jeſus, who was called Chry/t, an 
ſome of his companions ; and when he had formed an at 
cuſation againſt them, as breakers of the law, he deliver 
them to be ſtoned ; but as for thoſe that ſeemed the mo 
equitable of the citizens, and thoſe that were the moſt ur 
eaſy at the brech of the laws, they diſliked what was donde 
They alſo ſent to the King [Agrippa], defiring him to ſen I 
to Ananus that he ſhould a& fo no more, for that what li 
had already done could not be juſtified, G 


About A. D. 8 50. Yohan. Malela Chron. lib. x. 


From that time began the deſtruction of the Jews, as |: 
ſephus, the philoſopher of the Hebrews, hath written: wh 
alſo ſaid this, that from the time the Jews crucified Chrii 
who was a good and a righteous man, (that is, if it be 
to call ſuch an one a man, and not a God), the land of ]i 
dea was never free from trouble. Theſe things the ſan 


A D. $60. Phase Cod. bb; xvii. 


I nave read the treatiſe of Joſephus about the univen 
whoſe title I have elſewhere read to be, Of the ſublance 
rhe unwerſe. It is centained in two very ſmall treatiſes. 
treats of the origin of the world in a brief manner. Ho 
ever, lie ſpeaks of the divinity of Chriſt, who is our true G. 
in a way very like to what we uſe, declaring that the ſa: 
name of Chriſt belongs to him, and writes of his ineffable 
neration of the Father after ſuch a manner as cannot be b 
med: Which thing may perhaps raiſe a doubt in ſome, u 
ther Joſephus were the author of the work, though the ph 
feology does not at all differ from this man's other wol 
However, I have found in ſome papers, that this diſcou 
was not written by Joſephus, but by one Catus a preſbyt 

Cod. ccxxxviii.] HeEroD. the tetrach of Gallilee : 
of Perea, the fon of Herod the Great, fell in love, as 
ſephus fays, with the wife of his -brother Herod, whi 
name was Herod:as, who was the grand-daughter of He 
the Great, by his ſon Ariſtobulus, whom he had 1: 
Agrippa was alſo her brother. Now Herod took her a 
from her huſband, and married her. This is he that f. 
John the Baptiſt, that great man, the forgrunner [of Chril 

bet 


men 2 
loved 
them 

foreto 
cernin 
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writer 
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WScing afraid (as Joſephus ſays) leſt he ſhould raiſe a ſedition 
nong bis people; for they all followed the directions of 
ohn, on account of the excellency of his virtue. In his: 
imme was the paſſion of our Saviour. 
Cod. xxxiii.] Iuav read the Chronicle of Juſtus of Ti- 
derias, He omits the greateſt part of what was moſt neceſ- 
ry to be related; but, as infected with Jewiſh prejudices, 
deing alſo himſelf a Jew by birth, he makes no mention at 
u of the advent, or of the acts done, or of the miracles 


vrought by Chriſt, 


X. The time uncertain. Macarius in Actis Sanctorum, tom. v. 
8, as J p. 149. 4%. Fabric. Joſeph. p. 61. | 
2 ZN Joszenvs, a prieſt of Jeruſalem, and one that wrote wit 
N ruth the hiſtory of the Jewiſh affairs, bears witneſs, that 
rc 4 Chriſt, the true God, was 1ncarnate, and crucified, and the 
id of I tnird day roſe again; whoſe writings are repoſited in the 
the fan public library. Thus he ſays: Now there was about this time 
Jeſus, a wiſe man, if it be lawful to call him a man, for he 
| was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of ſuch men as re- 
untverlleive the truth with pleaſure; he drew over to him both ma- 
b/lance ny of the Jews, and many of the Gentiles alſo: this was the 
tiles. Chriſt. And when Pilate, at the ſuggeſtion of the principal 
- Hol men among us, had condemned hin to the croſs, thoſe that 
* loved him at the firſt did not forſake him, for he appeared to 
8 them alive again the third day, as the divine prophets had 
Fable ; foretold theſe and ten thouſand other wonderful things con- 
at be U erning him. And ſlill the tribe of Chriſtians, fo named 
Cd from him, are not extinct at this day. Since therefore the 
1e ph writer of the Hebrews has engraven this teſtimony con- 
er woll <= ning our Lord and Saviour m his own books, what de- 
* diſco, tence can there remain for the-unbelievers ? 
ang About A. D. 980. Sutdas.in vece Feſous, 
ve, as Wr have found Joſephus, who hath written about the 
od, wh taking of Jeruſalem (of whom Euſebius Famphili makes 
rot Hei frequent mention in his eccleſiaſtical hiſtory) ay ing open- | 
had fa; in his Memoirs of the captivity, that Jets bifemted in 
« her au the temple with the prieſts. This we have found jaſzphus' ©, 
e that flying, a man of ancient times, and not very long” eſter” 
; * . 


the apoſtles, Oc. FO | 
Vol. I. | b Ah 3d 


f Chri 
* 


tiles; He was the Chriſt. And when Pilate, at the ſuggeſtic: 


3 
7 
o * 
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About A. D. 1060. Cedrenus Cowpend. Hiſtor. p. 196. * 
Josxruus does indeed write concerning John the Baptiſt WW wh 
as follows: Some of the Jews thought that the deſtruction WY 
of Herod's army came from God, and that he was pumſhed g 
very juſtly for what puniſhment he inflicted on John, that 
was called the Baptiſ, for Herod ſle him, who was a good W | 
man, and commanded the Jews to exercile virtue, both by . I 4 
righteouſneſs towards one another, and piety towards God, *% r jo 
and ſo to come to baptiſm, But as concerning Chriſt, the 1 7 
ſame Joſephus ſays, that about that time there was Jeſus, ai BY 
wiſe man, if jt be lawful to call him a man, for be was ai: t 
doer of wonderful works, and a teacher of ſuch men as re- 17 1 
ceive the truth with pleaſure, for that Chriſt drew over. © 
many even from the Gentiles: whom when Pilate had cru- = 
cified, thoſe who, at firſt had loved him did not leave off tof Ha 
-preach concerning him, for he appeared to them the third boſe 
day alive again, as the divine prophets had teſtified and mg 
{ſpoken theſe and other wonderful things concerning him. -4 11 
About A. D. 1080. Theephylat?. in Joan. hb. xiii. hat t 
Tur city of the Jews was taken, and the wrath of God pals a 
was kindled againſt them; as alſo Joſephus witneſſes, tha , 
this came upon them on account ofthe death of Jeſus, * ais d 
About A. D. 1120. Zonarus Annal. tom. i. p. 267. Bout 
Jos genus, in the eighteenth book of Antiquities, write: 
thus concerning our Lord and God Jeſus Chriſt: Now there No 
was about this. time Jeſus, a wiſe man, if it be lawful tr * Ot 
call him a man, for he was a doer of wonderful Works, mA 


teacher of ſuch men as receive the truth with pleafure, H 
drew over, to him anany ef the Jews, and many of the Gene 


of the principal-men among us, had condemned him to the 
crols, thoſe-that had loved him at firſt did mot forfake him 
for he appeared to them the third day alive again, as the di 
vine prophets had ſaid theſe and ten thouſand other wonder 
ful things concerning him: And the tribe of Chriſtians, f 
named from him, are not extinct at this day. 
About A. D. 1120. Glycas Annal. p. 234. 

Tux did Philo, that wife man, and Joſephus flouriſh 

This laſt was ſtyled, The {over of truth, becauſe he com 


mendel 
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. ended John, who baptized our Lord; and becauſe he 
Pore witneſs that Chriſt, in like manner, was a wiſe man, 
. nd the doer' of great miracles; and that when he was 
rucified he appeared the third day. 


cn 4 out A. D. 1240. « Godfridus Viterbienfis Chron, p., 366. 
1, mw 0 | e Verf. Rufini. 
as 


ossenus relates, that a very great war aroſe between 
* | WP retas, King of the Arabians, and Herod, on account of the 
a which Herod had committed againſt John. Moreover, 


Ag ue ſame Joſephus writes thus concerning Chriſt : There was 
„ 


this time E a wiſe man, if at leaſt it be lawful to call 
aim a man, for he was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher 
Pf ſuch men as willingly hear truth. He alſo drew over to 
Pim many of the Jews, and many of the Gentiles: He was 


* hriſt. And when Pilate; at the accuſation of the principal + 
e chiralen of our nation, had decreed that he ſhould be crucified, 
ad ond hoſe that had loved him from the beginning did not forſake - 
- him. im, for he appeared to them the third day alive again, ac- 


ording to what the divinely inſpired prophets bad foretold, 
hat theſe and innumerable other rairacles ſhould come tao 


of Gol ass about him. Moreover, both the name and ſect of Chrit- 
es, chains, who were named from him, continua in being unto 
ſus. ais day. 

367. Bout A. D. 1360: Nicephorus Calliſtus Hit. Zecleſ. 
- lib. i. p. 90. 91. 

ther Now this [concerning Herod the tetrarch] is atteſted to, 
wal ot only by the book of the holy goſpels, but by Joſephus, 


hat lover of truth; who alſo makes mention of Herodias his 


gages brother's wife, whom Herod had taken away from bim, while 
k «G ene was alive, and married her, og divorced his former- 
ggeſtic awful wife, who was the daughter of Aretas, King of the 
mo th etrean Arabians. This Herodias he had married, and . 
to Bin ved with her: on which account alſo, when he had ſlain 


John, he made war with Aretas, becauſe his daughter had 
deen diſhonourably uſed ; in which war he relates, that all 
erod's army was deſtroyed, and that he ſuffered this on 
ccount of the moſt unjuſt flaughter of John. He alſo adds, 
hat John was a moſt righteous man. Moreover, he makes 


as the di 
wonder 
iſtians, | 


4» ; 


ention of his baptiſm, agreeii. gn all points thereto relating 
flouriſi ich the goſpel. He allo informs us, that Herod loſt Eis 
he com b 2 | kingdom: , 
mendel . 


— — — 
— 8 
* 
> K 
— — 


- JN II IT 
= 21 3 
* * — 9 
—_ 
— 5 4 


— 


— — — 2 


ET 


— C — — 1 —— 
— 2 2 


_ — 
5 — » - 


he was a doer of wonderful works, and a teacher of men, of 


He was Chriſt. But when Pilate, inſtigated by the principal 
men of our nation, kad decreed that he ſhould be crucified Ear 
yet did not thoſe that had loved him from the beginning for. Ari 
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kingdom on account of Herodias, with whom alſo he was Wi 
condemned to be baniſhed to Vienna, which was their place 
of exile, and a city bordering upon Gaul, and lying n near 
the utmoſt, bounds of the welt. 


Abont A. D. 1450. Hardmanus Schedelius Chran..p. 110. 


Joſephus the Jew,” who was called Flavius, a prieſt, and} i 14 
the ſon of- Mättarhias, a prieſt of that nation, a moſt cele-| 
brated hiſtorian, and very ſkilful in many things: he was I 
certainly a good man, and of an excellent character, who 


had the higheſt opinion of Chriſt. 


About A. D. 1480. Plating de Vitis Pant eum in Chriſto, 


I ſhall avoid mentioning what Chriſt did until the goth 
year of us age, when he was baptized by John, the ſon off 
Zackarias, begauſe not only the goſpels and epiſtles are full 
of thoſe acts of his, which he did in the moſt excellent and 
moſb holy manner, but the books of ſuch as were quite re- 
mote from his way of living and acting, and ordaining, are 
alſo full of the Tame. Flavius Joſephus himſelf, who wrote 
twenty books of Jewiſh Antiquities in the Greek tongue, 
when he had proceeded as far as the government of the em- 
peror of Tiberius, ſay s, There was in thoſe days Jeſus, a cer- 
tain wiſe man, if at leaſt jt be lawful to call him a man, for 


ſuch eſpecially as willingly hear the truth. On this account 
he drew over to him many both of the Jews and Gentiles: 


Rua 


ſake him; And beſides, he appeared to them the third day cd har 
after his death alive, as the divinely inſpired prophets had utho 
foretold that theſe and innumerable other miracles ſhould john 
come to paſs about him. And the famous name of Chrytian;, FAOLE 
taken from kim, as well as their ſect, do ſtill continue in being 4 > 

The ſame Joſephus alſo aſfirms, that John the Baptiſt, ö * 7 
true prophet, and on that account one that was had in eſteem ery t 
by all men, was ſlain by Herod, the fon of Herod the Great hat v 
a little * the death of Chriſt, in the caſtte Macherus; 
not becauſe he was afraid for himſelf, and his kingdom, imo 
the ſame author ſays, but becauſe he had inceſtuouſly marrie ho 2 
Herodias N 


ounti 
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he was er 
r pla : 1 erodias, the fiſter of Agrippa, and the wife of that ex- 
g nen: lleat perſon his brother Philip. 

0 A. D. 1480. Tribemiut Abbas de Scriptor. Eccleſ. 
2-110. J Joſephus the Jew, although he continued to be a Jews 
>|, and id frequent7 commend the Chriſtians ; and in the eigh- 
ft cele-eenth book of Antiquities wrote down an eminent teſti- 
he was Rony concerning our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
r, who "4 
:hri/to. | 
.. + OBSERVATIONS from the foregoing EVIDENCE. - 
A ror and CITATIONS, | 
e ſon off 
are full : 
ent and,. PHE /e of all theſe original teſtimonies belonging 
aite re-. to ephus is exactly the ſtyle of the ſame Joſephus, 
ng, are 5d eſpecially the ſtyle about thoſe parts of his Antiquities 
o Wrote herein we find theſe teſtimonies. This is denied by no 


tongue, body as to the other concerning John the Baptiſt, and 
the em. ames the Juſt, and is now become equally undeniable as 
;, a cer. that concerning Chriſt. 
nan, for II. Theſe teſtimonies therefore being confeſſedly and un- 
men, ofeniably written by Joſephus himſelf, it is next to impoſſible 
account hat he ſhould wholly omit ſome teſtimony concerning Jeſus” 
entiles briſt; nay, while his teſtimonies of John the Baptiſt, an&#% 
rincipalWP! James the Juſt, are ſo honourable, and give them ſo great 
ucified ME baracters, it is alſo impoſſible that his teſtimony concerning 
ing for- Ari ſhould be other than very honourable, or ſuch as afford. 
ird day d him a (till greater character alſo. Could the very ſame 
ets had uthor, who gave ſuch a full and advantageous character of 
ſhould chn the Baptiſt, the forerunner to Jeſus of Nazareth, all 
r1tions i hoſe dilciples were by him directed to Jefus of Nazareth, ſas 
n being o the true Meſſias, and all whoſe diſciples became afterwards 
ie diſciples of Jeſus of Nazareth, ſay nothing honourable of 
aptiſt, nat Jeſus of Nazareth himſelf? and: this in an hiſtory of thoſe 
1 ellecniery times in which he was born, and lived and died, and 
> Great Whit while the writer lived but a little after him in the ſame 


cher as ountry in which he was born, and lived and died? This is 
dom, * lmoſt incredible. And further, could the very ſame author, 
marr ho gave-ſuch an adyantageous character of James the Juſt, , 
erod1as b 3 | Anda 
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and this under the very. appellation of James the brother of 
Fejus, who was called Chriſt, which James was one, of the 
principal diſciples or apoſtles of this Jeſus Chriſt, and had 
heen many years the only Chriſtian biſhop of the believing 
Jews of Judea and Jeruſalem, in the very days, and in the 
very country of this writer? could he, I ſay, . wholly omit 
any, nay, a very honourable account of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, 
whoſe diſciple and biſhop this James moſt certainly. was ? 
This is alfo almoſt incredible. Hear what Ittigius, one of 
the wiſeſt and learnedſt of all thoſe who have lately inclined 
to give up the teſtimony concerning Chriſt, as * ſtands in 
our copies for ſpurious, ſays upon this occafion: If any one 
** obje&t to me, that Joſephus hath not omitted John the 
Baptiſt, the forerunner of Chriſt, nor James the diſciple of 
Chritt, and that therefore he could not have done the part 
of-a good hiſtorian if he had been entirely ſilent concern- 
ing Chriſt, I ſhall freely grant that Joſephus was not en- 
tirely flent concerning Chriſt; nay, I ſhall fischer grant, 
that when Joſephus was ſpeaking of Chriſt he did not 
abſtain from his commendation ; for we are not to deter- 
mine from that inveterate hatred which the modern Jews 
bear to Chriſt, what was the behaviour of thoſe Jews, 

_ * upon whom the miracles that were daily wrought by the 
- * apoſtles in the name of Chriſt imprinted a ſacred horror.” 
HL The famous clauſe in this teſtimony of Joſephus con- 

| cerning Chriſt, Tir was Chriſt. or the Chrift, did not mean 
that this Jeſus was the Chriſt of God, or the true Meffias of 
the Jews, but that this Jeſus was diſtinguiſhed from all others 

; ol that name, of which there were not a few, as mentioned 
by Joſephus himſelf, by the addition of the other name of 
Chrift 3 or that this perſon was no other than he whom all 
the world knew by the name of Jeu, Chrift, and his follow- 
ers by the name of Chrg/ians. This I eſteem to be a clear 

_ caſe, and that from the arguments following: 
(1. ) The Greeks and Romans, for whoſe uſe . 

* wrote his Antiquities, could no otherwiſe underſtand theſe 
* words. The Jews indeed, and afterward the Chriſtians, 
i who knew that a great Meſſias, a perſon that was tobe Chriſt, 
as the "Anointed of God; that was to perform the office of a 
$f King, a Prieſt, and a Prophet, to God's people, might rea- 
dily ſo underſtand this expreſſion ; but Joſephus, as I have 
already noted, wrote here, not to Jews or "I but to 
rec E 
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ber of ek and Romans, who knew nothing of this, but knew 
F the well that an eminent perfon living in Judea, whoſe name 
1 had Je/us Chrift, or Jeſus Chr, had founded a new and 
eving eerous ſect, which took the latter of thoſe names, and 


n the 
omit 
mſelf, 
was? 
one of 
clined 


We cvery where from him called Chre/lians, or Chriſ- 
in which ſenſe alone could they underſtand theſe 
7 ds of Joſephus, and in which ſenſe I believe he defired 
= ould underſtand them: nor does Joſephus ever uſe the 
Wbrew term Meſſiab in any of his »ritings, nor the Greek. 
Chriſ in any ſuch acceptation elſewhere. — 


nds in 2.) Joſephus himſelf as good as explains his own mean- 
y one and that by the laſt clauſe of this very paſſage, where he 
in the s the Chriſtians were named from this Chriſt, without a 
ple of able as though he really meant he was the rue Meſſiab, 
e part Chr .of God. He farther ſeems to me to explain this, 
ncern- meaning in that other place, where alone he elſewhere 


ntions this name of Chriſt, that is, when upon occaſion of 
mention of James, when he was condemned by Ananus, 


Ot en- 
grant, 


1d. not calls him the Brother of Jeſus, not that was the true 
deter- NMab, or the true Chriſi, but only that was called Chrift. 

n Jews 3.) It was quite beſide the purpoſe of Joſephus to de- 
Jews, re himſelf here to be a Chriſtian, or a believer in Jeſus as 


by the 


IIrOor.” 


> true Meſſiah. Had he intended ſo to do, he would ſure- 
have explained the meaning of the word Crit to his 
as con-eek and Roman readers: he would ſurely have been a 
t mean {Wat deal fuller and larger in his accounts of Chriſt, and of 
Har of Chriſtian religion: Nor would ſuch a declaration at that 
others Wie have recommended him, or his nation, or his writings, 
tioned either the Greeks or the Romans; of his reputation with 
ame of ch which people he is known to have been, in the writing. 
om all theſe Antiquities, very greatly ſolicitous. 

follow- (g.) Joſephus's uſual way of writing is hiſtorical and de- 
a clear rative of facts, and of the opinions 1 and but rare- 
ſuch as directly informs us of his own opinion, unleſs we 
dently gather it from what he ſays hiſtorically, or as the 
nions 22 This is very obſervable in the writings 
Joſephus, and in particular as to what he ſays of John the 
ptiſt, and of James the Juſt z ſo that this interpretation 


oſephus 
id theſe 
riſtians, 


> Chriſt, 


ce of a noſt probable, as moſt agreeable to Joſephus's way of 
iting in parallel caſes. 

(F.) This ſeems to be the univerſal ſenſe of all the an- 
nts without exception, who cite this teſtimony from him; 


aud 


zht rea- 
; I have 
„ but to 
Grech 


> 
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and though they almoſt every where own this to be the ti ¶¶ Je 
reading, yet do they every where ſuppoſe Joſephus to be ſtii ¶ fer va 
an unbelieving. ſew, and not a believing Chriſtian : nay at % 
rom apnears 10 well aſſured of this interpretation, aud thi e firſt 


re nc 
conſe 
dus to 
theſe 
dd man 


Joſephus-did not mean to declare any more by theſe word 
than a common. opinion, that, according to his uſual way 
interpreting. authors, not to the words but to the ſenſe, (. 
which we have, I.think, two more inſtances in his accoy 

out of Joſephus, now before. us) he renders this clauſe crea 


batur ells Chriftus, i;.e. He was believed to be Chrift; Noll was 
is the parallel expreſſion of Pilate to be otherwiſe underſtood th 
when he made that. inſcription. upon the croſs, Thir is ole n 
the King of the Jews ; which is well explained by himſe I Si 

Vn HCA 


elſe where, and-correſpoads to the import of the prefer 
clauſe, What hall I do with Nu, wh9 it called Chrift + onite 


And we may full as well prove from Pilate's inſcription u | our ( 
on the croſs, that he hereby declared himſelf a believer t 


ent, an 


Chriſt; for the real King of the Jews, as we can from thei Ebio 
words of Jofephus, that he thereby declared himſelf to | ebrew, 
a real believer in him, as the true Methaht, ; cording 
IV. Though Joſephus did not deſign here to decluffne or! 
himſelf openly to be a Chriſtian, yet could he not poſſibly be men 
lieve all that he here aſſerts concerning Jeſus Chriſt, unlefflating 
he were ſo far a Chriſtian as the Jewiſh Nazarenes or EbiofÞ"itted | 
nites then were, who believed. Jetus of Nazareth to be thi Luke 
true Meſſiah, without believing he was more than a man aptiſt d 
bunts o 


who alſo believed the neceſſity of the obfervation of the cer ö 
monial law of Moſes in order to ſalvation for all mankind taxati 
which were the two mam articles of thoſe Jewith Chriſtian onder t 
faith, though in oppoſition to all the thirteen apoſtles of early tc 
ſas Chriſt in the firſt century, and in oppoſition to the wholW*t Jole 
Catholic Church of Chriſt in the-following centuries alſo. A Joes 
cordingly I have elſewhere proved, that Joſephus was f 9” 
other, in his own mind and conſcience, than a:Nazarene Mech is hi 
Ebionite Jewiſh Chriſtian; and have obſerved that this entir lebrews 
teſtimony, and all that Joſephus ſays of John the Baptil where 
and of James, as well as his abſolute ſilence about all the ref are 


of the apoſtles and their companions, exactly agrees to- hin at rb 
under that character, and no other. And indeed to me it! n 
d have 


moſt aſtonithing, that all our learned men, who have of le. 


eonſidered theſe teſtimonies of Joſephus, except the conver s, aſci 


Matth. xxvit.' 31. 1 Matth., zxxvii. 17. 32. 


-. "=y PE 


DISSERTATION I. - By 


— 


Tew Galatinus, ſhould miſs ſuch an obvious and natural 


be ſti ſervation. We all know this from St. James's ® own words, | 
nay [ot / many ten thouſands of Fews as believed in Chriſt, in | 
ud thc firſt century, were all zealous of the ceremonial law, or : | 


— 
— 
— 


worre no other than Nazarene or Ebionite Chriſtians; and, 

way ly conſequence, if there were any reaſon to think our Joſe- | 
nſe, (Mes to be, in any ſenſe, a believer or a Chriſtian, as from 

roou theſe teſtimonies there were very great ones, all thoſe, 
creul d many other reaſons, could not but conſpire to aſſure us, | 
„ Nel was no other than a Nazarene or Ebionite Chriſtian : . 

erſtooll nd this I take to be the plain and evident key of this 
is ej hole matter. * 
him V. Since therefore Joſephus appears to have been, in his n 


vn heart and conſcience, no other than a Nazarene or E- 
onite Chriſtian, and, by conſequence, with them rejected 
| our Greek goſpels and Greek books of the New Teſta- 


preſer 
braft +1 


tion u 


a —— 
4 3 = 


ever Pent, and received only the Hebrew goſpel of the Nazarenes | 
m the Ebionites, ſtyled by them, The goſpel recording 10 the NH 
if to HM rewe; or, according to the twelve apgſiles; or even, 1 


cording to Matthew, we ought always to have that Naza- 


declaW&2< or Ebionite goſpel, with the other Nazarene or Ebionite $ 
ibly befſſÞgments in view, when we conſider any paſſages of Joſephus | 
, unlel lating to Chriſt or to Chriſtianity. Thus, ſince that goſpel 4 
'r Ebiohhnitted all that is in the beginning of our St. Matthew's and 1 
) be uu: Luke's goſpels, and began with the miniſtry of John the | 


aptiſt; in which firſt parts of the goſpel-hiſtpry are the ac- 


a man 
he cer unts of the ſlaughter of the infants, and of the inrolment | 
.ankind& taxation under Auguſtus Cœſar and Herod, it is no great | '" 


hriſtiad onder that Joſephus has not taken care particularly and 

es of early to preſerve thoſe hiſtories to' us. Thus when we find 

je wholl at Joſephus calls James, the brother of Chriſt, by'the name * 
to. A James the Jui, and deſcribes him as a mo/t jut or rigbte. | 0 


5 man, in an eſpecial manner, we are to remember that 


Was 1 mathe | | z 
ch is his name and character in the goſpel according to the | 


arenec Ce 


vis entirt lebrews, and the other EBionite remains of Hegeſippus, but _ 
Baptil where elſe, that I remember, in the earlieſt antiquity :. 1 
| the reller are e to fuppoſe they herein referred to any other than =. 


at righteouſneſs which was by the Jewiſh lau, wherein 
. Paul +, before he embraced Chriſtianity, profeffed himſelf 
d have been 6/amel/eſs. Thus when Joſephus, with other 
vs, aſcribed the miſeries of that nation 3 Veſpaſian and 
| | Titus, 


s to- din 
me it! 
e of 121 
convert 


NE As xi. 20, +, Philip. iii. 4, 5, 6 
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" and aſcended into heaven, as the prophecies did fore. 


was 40 happen. Since there neither now is, nor proba- 
in the days of Juſtin was any other Jewith teſtimony 


au, Rr 

1/1 1" which is ſo agreeable to what Juſtin here affirms of 
us ſal ſe Jews, as is this of Joſephus the Jew before us: Nor, 
Jeru ced, does he ſeem to me to have had any thing elſe par- 
bales larly in his view here, but this very teſtimony, where 
4 ephus ſays, That Jeſus appeared to his followers alive 


hedrir 
One 
t natic 


third day after his crucifixion, as the divine hets ha 
etold theſe and ten thouſand other nf Tg ies = 
ning bum. | 42 

III. The third author I have quoted for Joſephus's tef- 


= zonies of John the Baptiſt, of Jeſus of Nazareth, and of 
he hi es the Jaſt, is Origen, who is indeed allowed on all 
riſtia ds to have quoted him for the exoellent characters of John 


Baptiſt, and of James the Juſt, but whoſe ſuppoſed en- 
> ſilence about this teſtimony concerning Chriſt is uſually - 
ged as the principal argument a ainſt its being genuine, / 
| particularly as to the clauſe, This was the Chry Pit 
it, as we have ſeen, becauſe he twice aſſares us, chat in 
opinion, Joſephus did not hunſelf actnouledge Jeſus 'for 
. Now as to this latter clauſe; I have already ſhewed 
t Joſephus did not here, in writing to Greeks and Ro- 
ns, mean any ſuch thing. by thoſe. words as Jews and 


of the 
urderi 
hriſti; 
on: n 
dec lan 
iſtian: 
e. aN 
ery gre 


. Ib riſtians naturall 
y undepſtand by them: I have alſo obſe 

. d, that all the ancients allow ſtill, with Origen, that — 
"bionitt us did not, in the Jewiſh and Chriſtian ſenſe, acknowledge 
de . for the true Meſſiah, or the true Chriſt of God, nat- 
3 thſtanding their expreſsquotation of that clauſe in Joſephus 
ze of tl A z fo that unleſs we ſuppoſe Ori;en to have had a 
„ will erent notion of theſe words Nom all the other ancients, we 


not conclude from this aſſertion of Origen's*that he had 


r. thoſe words in his copy, not to ſa-, chat it is, after all, 


* Jul ch more likely that his copy a little differed from the other 

bens EE) this clauſe; or indeed omitted it entirely, than that 

ad thou... its account, mu be:ſuppoſed nat to have had the reſt. 
chis teſtimony therein, though indeed I fee no neceſſity of 


to! Ei + LY | 
deute ring any ſuch ſuppoſal at all. However, it ſeems to me, 


— Ti it Origen affords us four ſeveral indications that the main 
75 * 1 leaſt of this teſtimony itſelf were in his copy. 


(1.) When Origen introduces Joſephus's teſtimony con- 
ring James the Juſt, that he thought the miſeries of the 


Jews 


ach 
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Tews were an inſtance of the divine vengeance on that nati«iiof his 
for putting James to death inſtead of Jeſus, he uſes an e lik: 
preſſion no way neceſſary to his purpoſe, nor occaſioned bjletor 
any words of Joſephus there, that they had ſlain that Cb be w: 
which was foretold in the prophecies, Whence could th than 
expreſſion come here into Origen's mind, when he » deriv 
quoting a teſtimony of Joſephus's concerniug the brother Ma ſet 
Chriſt, but from his remembrance of a clauſe in the tei and h 
mony of the ſame. Joſephus concerning Chrilt Hu, tl /uch 7 
the prophets had foretold his death and reſurrection, and 1 tion, 
thouſand other wonderful things concerning bim? true 

( (2.) How came Origen to be ſo ſurpriſed at Joſephus other 
aſcribing the deſtruction of Jeruſalem to the Jews murderir 
of James the Juſt, and not to their murdering of Jeſus, 
we have ſeen he was, if he had not known that Joſephus h: 
ſpoken of Jeſus and his death before, and that he had a ver 


good opinion of Jeſus, which yet he could learn no way | IX 
authenticly as from this teſtimony? Nor do the words he hei Theo 
uſes, that Joſephus was not remote from the truth, perb mer t 
allude to any thing elſe but to this very teſtimony before i the la 
(3-) How can the. ſame Origen, upon another ſlight of Jews, 
caſion, when he had juſt ſet down that teſtimony of Joſephi none 
concerning James the Juſt, the brother of Jeſus, who u er at 
called Chrift, to ſay, That 7 may be queſtioned whether WM with 
Jews thought Jeſus to be a man, or whether they did 1 Sid; 
ſuppoſe him to be a being of a aiviner bind? This looks Mem! 
very like to the fifth and fixth clauſes of this teſtimony | wher 
Joſephus, that Jeſus was a wiſe man, if it be lawful to c fofep 
him a man, that it is highly probable Origen thereby alludi ->ofiti 
to them: And this is the more to be depended on, becau in ſuſ 
all the unbelieving Jews, and all the reſt of the Nazare X. 
Jews, eſteemed Jeſus with one conſent as a mere man, i 6 vho 
ſon of Joſeph and Mary; and it is not, I think, poſſible! Joſep 
produce any one Jew but Joſephus, who in a ſort of cou extra 
pliance with the. Romans and the catholic Chriſtians, wifi tione 
thought him a God, would ſay. any thing like his being had } 
n God. | days 


(4.) How came Origen to affirm twice, ſo expreſsly, i then 
e did not himſelf own, in the Jewiſh and Chriſti 
ſenſe, that Jeſus was Chrift, notwithſtanding his quotatio and i 
of ſuch eminent teſtimonies out of him for John the Bapt! CE 
his forerunner, and for James the Juſt his brother, and o ſewn 
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of his principal diſciples? There is no paſſage in all Joſephus 
fo likely to perſuade Origen of this as is the fambus t: ſtimony 


t natiof 


Fl 


an er 

ned 5 before us, wherein, as he and all the ancients underſtood it, 
t Cb he was generally called Chrift indeed, but not any otherwiſe 
d titan as the common name whence the ſect of Chriſtians was 
he vi derived, and where he all along ſpeaks of thoſe Chriſtians as 
ther Ma {ct then in being, whoſe author was a wonderful perſon, 
je tei and his followers great lovers of him and of the truth, yet as 
i, tu ſicb a. ſect a- he had not joined himſelf to. Which expoſi- 


tion, as it is a very natural one, fo was it, I doubt, but too 
true of our Joſephus at that time: Nor can I deviſe an 


and lt 


ſephuſ other reaſon but this, and the parallel language of Joſephus 
rderif elſe where, when he ſpeaks of James as the Lede, not r 
eſus, Jeſus who was Chrift, but of Jeſus who was calied Chriſt, 
hus bi that could ſo naturally induce Origen and others to be of 


d a ve that opinion. 


way IX. There are too remarkable paſſages in Suidas and 
he hei Theophylact, already tet down, as citing Joſephus ; the for- 
perha mer that Je/us ofecrated with the prieſts in the temple, and 
fore u the latter that the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and miſeries of the 
ight o Jews, were owing to their u Jeſus to death, which are in 
Joſephi none of our preſent copies, nor cited thence by any ancient- 


who v 
ether || 
did n 


er authors, nor indeed do they ſeem altogether conſiſtent 
with the other more authentic teſtimonies: However, ſince 
Suidas cites his paſſage from a treatiſe cf Joſephus's, called 


* 
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looks Wl Memoirs of the Jews captroity, a book never heard of elſe- 

mony where, and ſince both citations are not at all diſagreeable to | 
ul to ci foſephus's character as a Nazarene or Ebionite, I dare not if 
y alludes .ofitively conclude they are ſpurious, but muſt leave them \ 
, becaul in ſuſpence, for the farther conſideration of the learned. b 
Nazaret X. As to that great critic Photius, in the ninth century, | | | 
man, tit i 


who is ſuppoſed not to have had this teſtimony in his copy of 
Joſephus, or elſe to have eſteemed it ſpurious, becauſe in his 
extracts out of Joſephus's Antiquities it is not expreſsly men- 
- tioned. This is a ſtrange thing indeed! that a ſeQion which 
had been cited out of ſoſephus's copies all along before the 
days of Photius, as well as it has been all along cited out of 
them fince his days, ſhould be ſuppoſed not to be in his co- 
py, becauſe he does not directly mention it in certain ſhort 
and imperfect extracts, no way particularly relating to ſuch 
matters. Thoſe who lay a ſtreſs on this filence of Photius 
leem little to have attended tothe nature and brevity of thoſe 


| Vor. I. C extracts, 
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of him, which could be hardly any other paſſage than this 
teſtimony before us. And ſince, as we have alſo ſeen, when 
he ſpeaks of the Jewiſh hiſtory of Juſtice of Tiberias, as in- 
feed with the prejudices of the Jews, in taking no manner 
of notice of the advent, of the acts, and of the miracles of 


extracts. They contain little or nothing, as he in effect pro. me ny 

feſſes at their entrance, but what concerns Antipater, Herod works 

the Great, and his brethren, and family, with their exploits, P 4 4 
14 till the days of Agrippa jun. and Cumanus, the governor of rae 
"08 Judea, fifteen years after the death of our Saviour, without rhe” 
| one word of Pilate, or what happened under his government, either 
0 which yet was the only proper place in which this teſtimony of thi 
99 could come to be mentioned. However, ſince Photius ſeems 2 
1 therefore, as we have ſeen, to ſuſpect the treatiſe aſcribed by Atric 
. ſame to Joſephus, of the Univerſe, becauſe. it ſpeaks very ed 
* high things of the eternal generation and divinity of Chriſt, white 
if this looks very like his knowledge and belief of ſomewhat 10 26 
. really in the ſame Joſephus, which ſpake in a lower manner of ve 
%Y 


R Jeſus Chriſt, while yet he never ſpeaks ſo of Joſephus him- 
ſelf, this moſt naturally implies alſo, that there was not the 


s . OY 3 


* like occaſion here as there, but that Joſephus had not wholly 


omitted that advent, thoſe acts, or miracles, which yet he 
has done every where elle, in the books ſeen by Photius, as 
well as Juſtus of Tiberias, but in this famous teſtimony be- 
fore us, ſo that it is moſt probable, Photius not only had this 
teſtimony in his copy, but believed it to be genuine alſo. 

XI. As to the filence of Clement of Alexandria, who 
cites the Antiquities of Joſephus, but never cites any of the 
teſtimonies now before us, it is no ſtrange thing at all, ſince 
he never cites Joſephus but once, and that for a point of 
chronology only, to determine how many years had paſſed 
from the days of Moſes to the days of Joſephus, ſo that his 
filence may almoſt as well be alleged againſt an hundred 
other remarkable paſſages in Joſephus's works as againſt theſe 
before us. 


XII. Nor does the like filence of Tertullian imply that 


theſe teſtimonies, or any of them, were not in the copies of 
his age. Tertullian never once hints at any treatiſes of Joſe- 
phus's but thoſe againſt Apion, and that in general only, for 
a point of chronology : Nor does it any way appear that Ter- 


tullian ever ſaw any of Joſephus's writings beſides, and far 
from being cextain that he ſaw eyen thoſe, He had particu- 
J 15 lay 
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far occaſion in his diſpute againſt the Jews to quote Joſephus, 
above any other writer, to prove the completion of the pro- 
phecies of the Old Teſtament in the deſtruQion of Jeruſalem 
and miſeries of the Jews at that time, of which he there diſ- 
courſes, yet does he never once quote him upon that ſolemn 
occaſion; ſo that it ſeems to me, that Tertullian never read 
either the Greek Antiquities of Joſephus, or his Greek books 
of the Jewiſh wars; nor is this at all ſtrange in Tertullian, 
a Latin writer, that lived in Africa, by-none of which 
African writers is there any one clauſe, that I know of, 
cited out of any of Joſephus's writings : nor is it worth my 
while in ſuch numbers of poſitive citations of theſe clauſes, 
to mention the filence of other later writers, a being here 
of very Imall conſequence, K-30 


3 - DISSER- 


Y 


wh IIS —— — 
- 


3 


Sa . | x „ 
Concerning God's Command to ABRAHAM to er 1 


1 at If 
run 
ples 
is his 
d th: 
ere( 
>mle 
ſpenl 
od m 
7 ry n 

to 
* 
des, | 
„is 1 
e up! 
is n 
coun 
ards 
ith at 


DISSERTATION II. 


IsaAc bis Son for a Sacrifice. 


QINCE this command of God to Abraham“ has of lat 

been greatly miſtaken by ſome, who venture to realc 
about very ancient facts, from very modern notions, art 
this without a due regard to either the cuftoms, or opinion 
or circumſtances of the times whereto thoſe facts belong 
or indeed to the true reaſons of the facts themſelves ; finc 
the miſtakes about thoſe cuſtoms, opinions, circumſtance 


and reaſons, have of late ſo far prevailed, that the ve eſent 
ſame action of Abraham's, which was ſo celebrated by . th 
Paul +, St. James , the author to the Hebrews ||, Philo * 

| : 


and Joſephus “, in the firſt century, and by innumerabl 
others fince, as an uncommon inſtance of fignal virtue, « 
heroic faith in God, and piety towards him; nay, is in th 
facred ÞF hiſtory highly commended by the divine Angel 
the Covenant, in the name of God himſelf, and premiſed t 
be plentifully rewarded ; ſince this command, I fay, 1s no! 
at laſt in the eighteenth century, become a /fone of fiumblin; 
and a rock of offence among us, and that ſometimes to pet 


ciled 

imn 
at wi 
ell as 
e pat 
itted 
d alx 


ſons of otherwiſe good ſenſe, and of a religious diſpoſition « ed go. 
mind alſo, I ſhall endeavour to ſet this matter in its truſ®* de: 
Intim 


2. e. in its ancient and original light, for the ſatisfaction 
the inquiſitive, In order whereto we are to confider, 

I. That till this very prophane age, it has been, I thin 
univerſally allowed by all ſober perſons, who owned then 


hen 
vay b 
ilty 


ſelves the creatures of God, that the Creator has a juſt rig! pre 
over all his rational creatures, to protract their lives an 
N om ar 


wh: 5 
exti 


* Gen. xxii. | 8 Phil. de Gyant. p. 294. 
+ Rom. iv 16,—25. * Tof. Antiq. B. I. ch. xiii, 


+ Jam. ii. 21. 22 | + Gen, zXiu. 15,18, 
4 Heb. xi. 17, 18, 19. | 
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What length he pleaſes; to cut them off when and by what 
Wtruments he pleaſes; to afflict them with what ſickneſſes 
| pleaſes; and to remove them from one ſtate or place in 
is his great palace of the univerſe to another, as he pleaſes; 
d that all thoſe rational creatures are bound in duty and 
ereſt to acquieſce under the divine diſpoſal, and to reſi 

>mſelves up to the good providence of God in all ſuch his 
ſpenſations towards them. I do not mean to intimate, that 
od may, or ever does att in theſe caſes after a meer arbi- 
ary manner, or without ſufficient reaſon, believing, accord- 
g to the whole tenor of natural and revealed religion, that 
hateth nothing that he hath made; that whatſoever he 


offer : 


s of lat 


des, how melancholy ſoever it may appear at firſt ſight to 
to reaſd , is really intended for the good of his creatures, and at 
ons, aue upthot of things, will fully appear fo to be; but that ſtill 


is not obliged, nor does in general give his creatures an 
count of the particular reaſons of ſuch his diſpenſaticus to- 
ards them immediately, but uſually tries and exerciſes their 


opinion 
s belong 
es ; ſinc 


nſtanceith and patience, their reſignation and obedience, in their 
the ve eſent ſtate of probation, and-reſerves thoſe reaſons to the laſt 
d by SP”, e day of the revelation of the righteous judgment of God +. 

Philo 2. That the entire hiſtories of the paſt ages, from the days 
imer abi Adam till now, ſhews, that Almighty God has ever ex- 


ciled his power over mankind, and that without giving them 
immediate account of the reaſons of fuch his conduct; and 
at withal the Zeſt and wiſeſt men in all ages, Heathens as 
ell as Jews, and Chriſtians, Marcus Antonius, as well as 
e patriarch Abraham, and St. Paul, have ever humbly ſub- 
uitted themſelves to this conduct of the divine providence, 
d always confeſſed that they were obliged to the undeſer- 
2d goodneſs and mercy of God for every enjoyment, but could 


irtue, 0 
is in tht 
Angel! 
miſedt 
7, is no! 
zumbling 
5 to pet 
oſitione 


its trul et demand any of them of his juſtice, no not ſo much as the 
action Mntinuance of that life whereto thoſe enjoyments do appertain. 
ler, hen God was pleaſed to ſweep the wicked race of men 
thin ay by a flood, the young innocent infants, as well as the 
d then ilty old finners; wien he was pleaſed to ſhorten the lives 
oft righ men aſter the flood, and ſtill downward till the days of Da- 
lives id and Solomon; when he was pleaſed to deſtroy impure So- 

hi om and Gomorrha by fire and brimſtone from heaven, and 
F, extirpate the main body of the Amorites out of the land of 


li. 


e 3 Cannan, 
Wild. zi. 24. + Rom. ü. 5. 
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Canaen, as ſoon as their iniquities were full *, and in theſe 
inſtances included the young innocent infants, together with ” 
the old hardened finners; when God was pleaſed to ſend ai 
angel, and by him to deſtroy 18 ;, 00 Aſſyrians, (the num. 
ber atteſted to by Beroſus the Chaldean, as well as by our 
own Bibles), in the days of Hezekiah, moſt of which ſeen 
to have had no other peculiar guilt upon them than tha 
common to ſoldiers in war, of obeying, without reſerve, theit 
King Senacherib, his generals and captains ; and when at 


leren 
oroug 
ſpirat 
here 
and 


the plague of Athens, London, or Marſeilles, Oc. ſo many for 1 
thouſand righteous men and women, with innocent babes oubt 
were {wept away on a ſudden by a fatal contagion, I do nnd juc 
remember that ſober men have complained that God dealiured t 
unjuſlly with ſuch his creatures, in thoſe to us ſeemingly ſe. N. 
vere diſpenſations: Nor are we certain v/hen any ſuch ſeen WMcny t 
ingly ſevere difpenſations are really ſuch, nor do we knovWſbjcci: 
but ſhortening-the lives of men may ſometimes be the great he fan 
eſt bleſſing to them, and prevent or put a ſtop to thoſe cour!:Womma 
of grols \ wickedneſs which might bring them to greater wi ught 
ſery in the world to come: nor is it indeed fit for ſuch poctr evid 
weak, and ignorant creatures as ve are, in the preſent ate han a 
t9 call our Almighty, and All-wiſe, and All- good Creato his m. 
and Benefactor, to an account upon any ſuch occaſions; finceſWealed, 
we cannot but acknowledge, that it is he that hath made u. onve; 
ard not we ourſelves + ; that we are nothing, and have nocquzn 
thing of ourſelves, independent on him, but that all we are nora! 
all we have, and all we hope for, is derived from bim, fro onſta. 
his free and undeſerved bounty, which therefore he may just evela. 
ly teke from us in what way ſoe ver, and whenſoever e ole 
pleaſes; all wiſe and good men flill ſaying in ſuch cal ho at 
with the pious Pſalmiſt, xxxix. 9. I was dumb, 1 2 0 cir r 
my mouth, becai/e thou 40 1; and with patient Job i. 2 ecceiv 
ii. 10. Shall we receive good at the band of (ad, and 1 4 nt erw 
ave recetve evil? The Lord gave. and the Lord hath rale Hf ſuc 
away. blefſed he' the name of the Lord. If therefore thiMrom k 
ſhortening or taking away the lives of men be no objection "42d, 
-againſt any divine commend for that purpoſe, it is full the 
ſtrong againſt the, preſent ſyſtem of the world, againſt th C m 
conduct of divine providence in general, and againſt natural at | 
religion, which is founded on the juſtice of that providence Wot his 
and is no way pecular to revgaled religion, or to the fa ofMfrom | 
Abraham now before us: Nowi in this caſe much different place, 


from 
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Wfercnt from what was ſoon after the days of Abraham 
5 oroughly ſettled, after Job's and his friends debates, by the 


ſpiration of Alihu, and the determination of God himſelf, 
here the divine providence was at length thorou Shly clear- 
and juilified before all the world, as it will be, no queſ- 
on, more generally cleared and juſtified at the final judgment. 

3. That, till this profane age, it has alſo, I think, been 
ni verſally allowed by all ſober men, that a command of God, 


hen ſufficiently made Known to be fo, is abundant authori- 


for the taking away the life of any perſon Whomſoever. I 
oubt both ancient and modern princes, generals of armies, 
nd judges, even thole of the beſt reputation allo, have ven- 
ured to take many mens lives away upon much leſs authori- 

Nor indeed do the molt ſceptical of the moderns care to 
eny this authority directly; they rather take a method of 
Ljecing ſomewhat more plauſible, though it amount to much 
he fame : they ſay, that the apparent diſagreement of any 
ommand to the moral attributes of God, fuch as this of the 
aughter of an only child ſeems plainly to be, will be a great- 
r evidence that ſuch a command does not come from God, 
nan any pretended revelation can be that it dees. But as to 
his matter, although divine revelations have now fo long 
eaſed, that We are not well acquainted with the manner of 
onveying ſuch revelations with certainty to men, and by con- 
equence the apparent diſagreement cf a coramand with the 
noral attributes gf God, ought at preſent, generally, if not 
onſtantly, to deter men from adting upon ſuch a pretended 
evelation, yet was there no {uch uncertainty in the days ot 
he old prophets of God, or of Abraham, ie f icnd of Gd, 
vho are ever found to have had an entire certainty of thoſe 
heir revelations: And what evidently ſhews they were not 
deceived, is this, that the events and conſequences of things 
ifterward always correſponded, and {ecured them of the truth 
f ſuch divine revelations, 'I bus the firſt miraculous voice 
from heaven +, calling to Abraham not to execute this com- 
mand; and the performance of thoſe eminent promiſes made 
by the ſecond voice , on account of his - obedience to that 
command, are demonſtrations that Abraham's eemmiſton for 
what he did was truly divine, and are an entire juſtification 
of his conduct in this matter. The words of the firit voice 
from heaven will eome hereafter to be ſet down in a fitter 
place, but the glorious promiſes made to Abraham's obedi- 

ence 
Gen. Xii. 17. 18. 


* Ya, Xli. 8. + Gen. zii. 11. 12. 
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ance by the ſecond voice, muſt here be produced from verſe 
1 5, 16, 17, 18, And the angel of the Lord called, unto 4. 
braham out of heaven the ſecond time, and ſaid, By myſelf 
have I ſworn, ſaub the Lord, for becauſe thou haſt dont 
this thing,. and haſt not withheld thy ſon, thine only ſon 
from me, that in bleſſing I will bleſs thee, and in multiply. 
ing I will multiply thy ſeed as the ftars of heaven, and ai 
the ſand which it upon the ſea-ſhore ; and thy ſeed ſhall poſ 
'ſeſs the gate of his enemies: and in thy ſeed ſhall all th 
nations of the earth be bleſſed, becauſe thou haſt obeyed my 
voice, Every one of which promiſes have been eminent!y 
fulfilled ; and, what is chiefly remarkable, the laſt and prin. 
cipal of them, that in Abrabadv's SEED all the nations of thi 
earth ſbould be ble{j:d, was never promiſed till this time. I. 
had been twice promiſed him, chap. xii. ver. 3. and xvitl. 18, 
that in himſelf /pould af the families of the earth be ble 
but that this bleiing was to belong to future times, and to be 
beſtowed by the means of one of his late poſterity, the Mel. 
fias, that great /eed and ſon of Abraham, only, was never 
revealed before, but on ſuch an amazing inſtance of his faith 
and obedience as was this his readineſs to offer up his only 
begotten. ſon Iſaac, was now firſt promiſed, and has been long 
ago performed, in the birth of Jeſus of Nazareth, the /on « 
David, the fon of Abraham *, which highly deſerves our 
obſervation in this place: Nor can we ſuppoſe that any thing 
elſe than clear conviction that this command came from God, 
could induce ſo good a man, and fo tender a father as Abra 
ham was, to ſacrifice his own beloved fon, and, to loſe there 
by all the comfort he received from him at preſent, and 
all the e xpectation he had of a numerous and happy poſe 

rity from him hereafter. = | | | 
4. That long before the days of Abraham, the demon- 
or heathen gods had required and received human ſacrifices, 
and particularly that of the offerer's on children, and this 
both before and after the deluge. ' This practice had been in- 
deed ſo long left off in Egypt, and the cuſtom of ſacrificing 
animals there was confined to ſo few kinds in the days of He- 
rodotus, that he would not believe they had ever offered hu- 
man ſacrifices at all: For he ſays T, That the fable, as if 
« Hercules was ſacrificed to Jupiter in Egypt, was feigned 
„ by the Greexs, who were entirely unacquainted with the 
: „nature 


Matth. i. I, + Ap. Marth, Chron, p-. 303. 
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m verſe nature of the Egyptians, and their laws, for how ſtwuld 
unto A. they ſacrifice men, with whom it is unlawful to ſacrifice 
myſe any brute beaſt? (boars, and bulls, and pure calves, and 
/t don Sanders, only excepted).” However, it is evident from 
nly ſon nchoniatho, Manetho, Pauſanias, Diodorus Siculus, Phi- 
ultiply WS. Plutarch, and Porphyry, that ſuch ſacrifices were frequent 
and th in Phonicia and Egypt, and that long before the days 
all po Abraham, as Sir John Marſham and Bithop.Cumberland 
all te fully proved; nay, that in other places, (though not in 
yed ny cy pt), this cruel practice continued long after Abraham, 
inentl;WSd this till the very third, if not alſo to the fifth century of 
d prin hriſtianity, before it was quite aboliſhed, Take the words 
r of f the original authors in Engliſh, as moſt of them occur 


me. I: their originals in Sir John Marſham's Chronicon, p. 76, 


vill. 18, 78, 300,—304- 

S] © Cronus * offered up his only begotten ſon, as a burnt- 
id to be offering, to his father Quranus, when there was a fa- 
1e Mel mine and a peſtilence.” 


s never © + Cronus, whom the Pheœnicians name 1/rae/ ſat ſhould 


is faith be 1/], and who was after his death conſecrated into the 
us only ſtar Saturn, when he was king of the country, and had 
en long by 4 nymph of that country, named Anobret, an only be- 
» /on 0 gotten ſon, whom, on that account, they called Jena, 


ves ou (the Phœnicians to this day calling an only begotten ſon 


y thing by that name), he, in his dread of very great dangers 
m God, that lay upon the country from war, adorned his ſon 
 Abrs with royal apparel, and built an altar, and offered him 
e there- in ſacrifice?“ 
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nd this to I take to have been before the flood ].“ 


nt, and © The + Phœnicians, when they were in great dangers by i 
poſte- war, by famine, or by peftilence, ſacrificed to Saturn one | 
| of the deareſt of their people, whom they choſe hy pub- ut 
lemon lic ſuffrage for that purpoſe: And Sanchoniatho's Phce- i 
zrifices nician hiftory is full of ſuch ſaczifices. [Theſe hither- ' 
F! 


2 7 


een in. In Arabia, the Dumatii ſacrificed a child every year .“ It 

rificing „They relate that of old the [Egyptian] kings ſacri- 
of He- ficed ſuch men as were of the ſame colour with Typho, by 
red hu- at the ſepulchre of Oſiris.” ?“ N Fo ,- 
e, as ii © ©} Manetho relates, that they burnt Typhonean men 17 
r +. «tie oi 
ith the * Philo Bib. ex Sanchon. p 76. | Porphyry, p. 77 i 
nature + Philo Bib. ex Sanchon. p. 77. $ Diod. p. 78. 138 
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live in the city Idithyia, [or Tlithyia], and ſcattered th 
„% aihes like chaff that is winnowed ; and this was de 
publicly, and at a ſet ſeaſon, in the dog-days.” 

© * The barbarous nations did a long time admit of 
# ſlaughter of children, as of an holy practice, and acc 
„able to the gods. — And this thing both private perſo 


times 
ng oth 
>times 
texts 
ament 


and kings, and entite nations, practiſe at proper ſeaſon ; bar 
«+ The human ſacrifices that were enjoined by the 20 
„ donean oracle, mentioned in Pauſanias's Achaics, int * a 
. ** tragical ſtory of Coreſus and Callirrhoe, ſufficiently in WI 
mate that the Phoenician and Egyptian prieſts had ſet u 
this Dodonean oracle before the time of Amoſis, whe 3 * 
F ſtroyed that barbarous practice in Egypt.” 5 
— Hue adytis bec triſtia dia reportat, & 1 
Sanguine placa/iis ventos, & virgine caſa, A * 
(um primum Iliacas Danai veni/tts ad oras ; ny — 
Sanguine quæ rendi reditus, animaque litandum 4 9 Ii 


Argolica F. 


— He from the gods this dreadful anſwer brought, 
O Grecians, when the Trojan ſhores-you ſought, 
Your paſſage with a virgin's blood was bought; 
So muſt your ſafe return be bought again, 
And Grecian blood once more atone the main, 
DxxrpEN. 


Theſe bloody ſacrifices were, for certain, inſtances of f 


_ greateſt degree of impiety, tyranny, and cruelty, in the worli the 
that either wicked demons, or wicked men, who neithgWe Lo 
made, nor preſerved mankind, who had. therefore no rig N 4 


over them, nor were they able to make them amends in tt 
next world for what they thus loſt or ſuffered in this, ſhoul 
after ſo inhuman a männer, command the taking away th 
lives of men, and particularly of the offerer's own childre 
without the commiſſion of any crime. This was, I thin 
an abomination derived from him who was a || murderer fro 
the 3 ; a crime truly and properly diabolical. 
F. That accordingly Almighty God himſelf, under th 
Jewiſh diſpenſation, vehemently condemned the Pagans, an 

ſometime 


* Nonnulli ap. Philon. p. 76. ++ Virg. Eneid. B. IL. ver. 113. t 
+ Cumberl. Sanchon. p. 378. John viii. 44. | 
| 1 
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times the Jews themſelves for this crime z and for this, 
ng other heinous ſins, caſt the idolatrous nations (nay 


red th 


vas de 


it of mes the Jews too) out of Paleſtine. I ake the prin- 
1 acc. Fence hereto relating, as they lie in order in the Old 
ament. 
= * Thou. ſhalt not let any of thy ſeed paſs through the 
et e to Molech.— Def le not yourſelves in any of theſe 
. in ings, for in all theſe the nations are defiled, which I 
. | out before you, GM. | 
ad * + Whoſoever he be of the children of Iſrael, or of the 
* who 22 gets that ſojourn in Iſrael, that giveth any of his ſeed 
7 


to Molech, he ſhall ſurely be put to death; the people 
the land ſhall None him with ſtones.” 
t Take heed to thyſelf, that thou be not ſnared by fol- 
dwing the nations, after that they be deſtroyed from be- 
dre thee ; and that thou enquire not after their gods, ſay- 
g. How did theſe nations ſerve their gods, even ſo will 
do likewiſe. Thou ſhalt not do ſo unto the Lord thy 
od; for every abomination of the Lord, which he ha- 
th, have they done unto their gods, for even their ſons 
d their daughters have they burnt in the fire to their 
ods. See chap. xviii. 10. 2 Kings xvii. 19.” > Wie 
And Ahaz made his fon to pals through the fire, ac- 
ording to the abomimnations of the heathen, whom the 
ord caſt out before the children of Iſrael.” 
$ Moreover Ahaz burnt incenſe in the valley of the ſon 
f Hinnom, and burnt his children [his, ſon in Jofephug] 
the fire, after the abominations of the heathen, whom 
e Lord had eaſt out before the children of Iſrael.“ 
And the Sepharites burnt their children in the fire 
D Adrammelech, and Anammelech, the gods of Sephar- 


ught, 
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s, ſhoulWzim,” &c. - i 
away tit And Jofiah deſiled Topheth, which is in the valley 
childre 


ft the children of Hinnom, that no man might make his 


I rhinkWn or his daughter to paſs through the fire unto Molech.” 


erer fru + Vea they ſacrificed their ſons and their daughters unto 
al. emons; and ſhed innocent blood, the blood of their fons 
nder .und of their daughters, whomthey ſacrificed unto the idols 


t 


gans, an 


ometime ; | 
* Lev. xvii. 27. $ 2 Chr n. xxviii. 3. 
ver. 115. Lev. Xx. 2. 12 Kings xvii. 31. 
Deut. xii. Jo, 37. * -2 Kings xxiii, 10. 


j 2 Kings xvi. 3, 7 Pſalm. X'1. 37, 38, 
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—_ Canaan, and the land was polluted with blood. $ 
6.16, wi 3. 

The children of Judah hath done evil in my ſigh 
* ſaith the Lord; they have ſet their abominations in ne w 
© houſe which is called by my name, to pollute it: A 
„ they have built the high places of Tophet, which is | 
1 “ the valley of the ſon of Hinnom, to burn their ſons a 
their daughters in the fire, which I commanded the 


„ not, nor came it into my heart.” 


** 
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5 664. Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, the God of Ifrael, vern 
1 * hold I will bring evil upon this place, the which hel tion 
| * ever heareth his ears ſhall tingle, becauſe they have f Price 
| 1 „faken me, and have eftranged this place, and have bu on 
„ « incenſe unto other gods, whom neither they nor their man 
| „ thers have known, hor the kings of Judah, and bee was 

| 


© — bbs. * rt 


« filled this place with the blood of innocents. T hey hat 
built alſo the high places of Baal, to burn their ſons wi 
fire for burnt-offerings unto Bail, which I command 
not, nor ſpake it, neither came it into my mind,” Oc. 
9 t They "built the high places of Baal, which are in t 
valley of the ſon of Hinnom, to cauſe their ſons and the 
„ daughters to paſs through the fire unto Molech, which 
„ commanded them not, neither came it into my mind th 
„they ſhould do this abomination, to, cauſe Judah to fin." 
& || Moreover thou haſt taken thy ſons and thy daughte 
„ whom thou haſt born unto me, and theſe haſt thou fac 
« ficed unto them to be devoured. Is this of thy whoredo 
%a ſmalb matter, that thou haut flain my. children, and dd 
« yered them to cauſe them to paſs through the fire 
„ them?“ See ch. xx. 26. 1 Cor. x. 20. Abrah 
Thou hateſt the old inhabitants of thy holy land, Pagan: 
„ doing moſt odious works of witchcraft, and wicked ſac} take et 
„ fices; and alſo thoſe mercileſs murderers of children. ſo, to 
„ devourers of man's fleſh, and feaſts of blood, with tha © Viear 
« prieſts, out of the midit of their idolatrous crew, 1 ly: | 
„the parents that killed with their own hands fouls deſlitd laid, L 
& of help. 77 : 7 he fan 
6. That Almighty God never permitted, in any one 
ſtance, that ſuch a human ſacrifice ſhould actually be offer 


- 
—— — 
% 
KR „ 
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© Jer. vii. 30, 31, 32. || Ezek."xvi. 20, 21. 
+ Jer. XiX. 3, 4, 5. $ Wifd. xii. 4, 5, 6. 
1 Jer. Xxx11, 35. ; 


d. SAS himſelf, (though he had a right to have required it, if he 
xd ſo pleaſed), under the whole Jewiſh diſpenſation, which 
t was full of many other kinds of ſacrifices, and this at a 
ne when mankind generally thought ſuch ſacrifices of the 
eateſt virtue for the procuring pardon of fin, and the divine 


vour. This the ancient record of the heathen world atteſt. 


ny ſight 
s in th 
3 
ich is 
ſons at 
ed mu tor of Sanchoniatho: * It was the cuſtom of the an- 


cients, in the greateſt calamities and dangers, for the go- 


rael, H vernors of the city or nation, in order to avert the deſtruc- 
h who tion of all, to devote their beloved fon to be ſlain, as a 
have i price of redemption to the puniſhing [or avenging] dæ- 
ve bu! mons; and thoſe ſo devoted were killed after a myſtical 


their WM manner.” This the hiſtory of the King of Moab +, when 


ind bee was in great diſtreſs in his war againſt Iſrael and Judah, 
hey h{oforms us of; who then 709 bis eldeft ſon. that ſhould have 
ſons vil eigned in his flead, and offered him for a burnt-offering 


pon the city wall. This alſo the Jewiſh prophet Micah 
t implies, when he enquires. Wherewith ſhall I come before 
Gs: Lond and bow myſelf before the High God? Shall I 
ome before him with burnt-offerings, with calves of a year 


mmandt 
Oe. 

re int 
and the 


which? Will the Lord be pleaſed with thouſands of rams, with 
nind thin thouſands of fat kids of the goats * Shall I give my firſt 
to fin Vorn for my tranſgreſjion, the fruit of my body for the fin of 


my ſoul? No certainly, For he hath ſbewed thee, O man, 
what 1s good ; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but 
o do juſtly, and to love mercy, and to humble thyſelf to walk 
with thy God ? 2385 Wars" . 

It is true, God did here try the faith ànd obedience of 


lau ghte! 
lou fact 
horedo 

and da 


OY Abraham to himſelf, whether they were as ſtrong as the 
land, Pagans exhibited to their dæmons or idols, yet did he withal 
ked fad take effectual care, and that by a miraculous interpoſition al- 
Idren. a ſo, to prevent the execution, and provided himſelf, a ram, as 
with th * vicarious-ſubſtitute, to ſupply the place of Iſaac immediate- 


ly : || And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham, and 
[aid, Abraham; Abraham ; and be faid, Here am 1: u 
he ſaid, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, netther do thou 
any thing unto bim; for now 1 know that thou feareft God, 


crew, 4 
s deſtitu 


= 


4 be ſeeing thou haſt not with-beld thy ſon, thine only fon, from 

me. Aud Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold 
; Yar 1k do nr 37 rome ©: d ram 
| . — 0 . . d A 
a ho * Ap. Marſh. p. 76. 77. + Mic. vi. 6,7, 8. 


+ 2 Kings 1. 27. . } Gen, Xvi. 13, 12, 189. 
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ake their notion in the words of Philo Byblius, the tranſ- 
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but by his own free conſent; which free conſent of the party 
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a ram caught in a thicket by his horns 5 and Abraham wen 
and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt-offerin 
in the flead of his ſon. Thus though Jephtha * has, by ms. 
ny, been thought to have vowed to offer up his only daugh 
ter and child for a ſacrifice, and that as bound on himy up 
ſuppoſition of his yow, by a divine law, Levit. xxvil. 28, 29 
of which opinion I was once myſelf, yet upon more mature 
conſideration I have, for ſome time, thought this to be a mi 
take, and that his vow extended only to her being deyoted te 
ſerve God at the tabernacle, or elſewhere, in a ſtate of per 
petual virginity ; and that neither that law did enjoin any hu: 
man ſacrifices, nor do we meet with any example of its exe- 
cution in this ſenſe afterwards. Philo never mentions any 
tuch law, no more than Joſephus: And when Joſephu 
thought that Jephtha had made ſuch a vow, and executed it 
he is ſo far from hinting at its being done in compliance witk 
any law of God, that he expreſsly condemns him for it, 
having acted contrary thereto; or, in his own words , a 
having offered an oblation neither conformable to the lay, 
nor acceptable to God, nor weighing with himſelf what 
opinion the hearers would have of ſuch a practice.“ 

7. That Iſaac my at this time, according to Joſephus}, 
who is herein juſtly followed by Archb. Uſher], no leſs than 
twenty-five years of age, and Abraham being, by conſequence, 
one hundred and twenty-five, it is not to be ſuppoſed that 
Abraham could bind Ifaac, in order to offer him in ſacrifice, 


who is to ſuffer ſeems abſolutely neceſſary in all ſuch caſes: 
and which free cbnſent St. Clement, as well as Joſephus, di- 
ſtindly takes notice of on this occaſion. St. Clement deſcribes 
it thus: © Iſaac being fully perſuaded of what he knew was 
* to come, cheerfully yielded himſelf up for a ſacrifice.” And 
for Joſephus J, after introducing Abraham in à pathetic 
ſpeech, laying before Iſaac the divine command, and exhort- 
ing him patiently and joyfully to ſubmit to it, he tells us, that 
« Iſaac very cheerfully conſented; and then introduces 
him in a ſhort, but very pieus anſwer, acquieſeing in the-pro- / peo 
poſal ; and adds, that“ he then immediately and readily Wh: ee. 

N | 1 went Wlazc \ 


T%. Judg. xi. 36.—39. Uſh; Annal. ad A. M. 2133. « * 


j 
+ Antiq. B. V. 7,.— 10. 5 1Clem. $ 317. Y- 
1 Antiq. B. l. ch. 3. I Antiq. B. L. ch: Gli. . 3. k 
| | 427 | 
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ent to the altar to be ſacrificed.” Nor did Jephtha “ per- 
rm his raſh vow, whatever it were 
yen her conſent to it. | 

8. It appears to me that Abraham never deſpaired entire- 
of the interpoſition of providence for the preſervation of 
aac, although in obedience to the command he prepared 
This ſeems to me intimated in A- 
aham's words to his fervants, om the third day, when ht 
as in fight of the mountain on which he was to offer his 
n Haac, + We will go and worſhip, and we will come again 
you. As alio in his anſwer to his ſon, when he inquired, 
ebold the fire and the wood, but where it the lamb for a 
rat-offering * And Abraham ſaid, My fon, God will pro- 
de hinſelf @ lamb for a burnt-offering. 
ges look to me ſomewhat like ſuch an expeQation. 
owever, | | 

9. It appears mo 


thor to the Hebrews, ch. xi. 17, 18, 19. 


d over promiſed that he would f multiply Abraham ex- 
ould be a father of many nations; 
hat Hir name ſhould be no longer Abram, but Abraham, 
ecauſe '# father of many nations Gad had made him, &c. ; 
ſhould be called Sarah ; that be would 
% her; and give Abraham a- fon alſo of ber; and that 
ſhould become nations, and kings 
people ſbould be of | ber, '&c. ; and that || in 1/aac /þ 
* ſeed be called. And fince withal it is here ſuppoſed, that 


ſaac was to be lain as a ſacrifice, before he was marrie 


-edin ly 5 that be 


at Sarai his w/e 


vould bleſs him, and [he 


be Judg. xi. 36, 37. 


+ Gen, xXii. 5. 7, 


3 


reaſoning, that God was 


| Gen. Xi. LZ. 


„till his daughter had 


Both theſe paſ- 


| evident, that Abraham, and I ſuppoſe 
aac alſo, firmly believed, that if God ſhould permit Iſaac 
d be actually flain as a facrifice, he would certainly and. 
eedily raiſe him again ſrom the dead. This, to be ſure, is 
pppoſed in the words already quoted, that both he and his 
go and worſhip, and come again to the ſervants ; 
d is clearly and juſtly collected from this hiſtory by the 
| By fauh Abr 4— 
am when he was tried offered up Iſaac ; and he that had re- 
ved the promiſes offered up his only begoiten, of whom it 
as ſad, that in Jaac ſhall thy ſeed be called, accounting, 
r able to raiſe him from the dead. 
nd this reaſoning was at once very obvious, and wholly 
ndentable, that fince God was truth itſelf, and had over 


+ Gen, xvil. 2, 4, 5, 6, 16. 
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40 DISSERTATION II. 
had any feed, God was, for certain, obliged by his promiſe 1 h a rel 


in theſe circumitances, to raiſe Iſaac again from the dea injuſti 
and this was an eminent inſtance of that fazth, whereby 4 anity O1 
braham believed God, and it was imputed to him for rig 12. TI 
teor:ſneſs, vis. that if God ſhould permit Iſaae to be fſacril d what 


ced, he would certainly and quickly raiſe him up again fro od to t 
the dead, + from whence alſo he received him in @ figur ny 6: 
as the author to the Hevrews here juſtly obſerves. Wc great 

10. That the firm and juſt foundation of Abrahan d 7he o 


faith and aſſurance in God for ſuch a reſurrection was thi fa: 
enaes the general conſideration of the divine veracity, th She der 
during the whole time of his ſojourning in ſtrange countrie e cruc:/ 
in Canaan and Egypt, ever ſince he had been called out can 7h: 
Chaldea or Meſopotamia at ſeventy-five years of age, he h the me 
I had conſtant experience of a ſpecial, of an over-ruling, dWrd the 1 
a Rind and gracious providence over him, till this his 125 ot eafil) 
year, which againſt all human views had continually bleſſe l brahan 
him, and enriched him, and, in his elder age, had given hiFuſalem ; 
firſt Iſhmael by Hagar, and afterward promiſed him Iſaac lat he c. 
il ſpring from his own body now dead, , and from titer the 
deadneſs of Sarah's womb, when ſhe was paſt age, ay allo ; 
when it ceaſed to be with Sarah after the manner of women be /ie/b 
and had actually performed that and every other promi f Abra 
how improbable ſoever that performance had appeared, H beg 
had ever made to him, and this during fifty entire ye des; a 
together; ſo that although at his firſt exit out of Chaldea uv hich h 
Meſopotamia he might have been tempted to fagger at /udother tt 
a promiſe of God through unbeltef *, yet might he now aft«ſbably a 
fifty years conſtant experience, be juſtly /rong- in fai nd God 
giving glory to God, as being fully erated that ub lam, an 
Cod had promiſed, the reſurrection of Iſaac, he was bo ſedeck, 
able and willing to perform. fibly be 
11. That this aſſurance therefore, that God, if he per ſto be off 
mitted Iſaac to be lain, would infallibly raiſe him again fron ly Mor: 
the dead, entirely alters the ſtate of the caſe of Abraham'Wiaic ſacr 
ſacrificing Iſaac to the true God, from that of all other hu che gen 
man ſacrifices whatſoever offered to falſe ones, all tho where t 


others being done without the leaft promiſe or proſpect d mount ( 
- | ſuc! 


uch 
* Gen. xv. 5. F Heb. xi. 11. 
+ Heb. x1. 19. 1 Gen. xvili. 11. 
4 Gen. xii. 4. * Rom, iv. 20, 21. 


I Rom. iv. 19. 


DISSERTATION HI. 4 


miſe h a reſurrection; and this indeed takes away all pretence 
dead injuſtice in the divine command, as well as of all inhu- 
y * gity or cruelty in Abraham's obedience to it. 

ri 12. That, upon the whole, this command to Abraham, 
acril d what followed upon it, looks ſo very like an intention of 
fro od to typify or repreſent before hand in Iſaac, a beloved, 
figur only begotten ſon. what was to happen long afterward to 


e great /on and ſced of Abraham, the Meſſiah, the beloved 
d the only begotten of the Father, whoſe day Abraham' ſaw 
y faith before hand, and rejoiced to ſee it“, wis. that he 
p the determinate counſel and foreknowledge of God ſhould 


hani 
$ thi 


trie crucified, and flain +, as a ſacrifice, and ſhould be rated 
out M ein the third day, and this at Feruſalem allo; and that 


1e hall 
ag, 70 4 


the mean time, God would accept of the ſacrifices of rams, 
nd the like animals, at the ſame city Jeruſalem, that one can: 


125 ot eafily avoid the application. This ſeems the reaſon why 
lee braham was obliged to go to the land of Moriah, or Je- 
n hi uſalem ; and why it is noted, that it was the third day t 
Lac hat he came to the place, which implies that the return back, 


1 i: 
„ an 


fter the ſlaying of the ſacrifice, would naturally be the third 
ay alſo; and why this ſacrifice was not Iſhmael the / o 


en e eb only, but Iſaac the /on by promiſe, the beloved fon 

mi f Abraham, and why Iſaac was ſtyled the only ſon, or Aid 
d, Eg % b-gotten ſon of Abraham, though he had Iſhmael be- if in 
yen des; and why Iſaac himſelf was to bear the .wood || on 138 
lea oF hich he was to be facrificed $ ; and why the place was no 6 if 
. ud ther than * the land of Moriah or eilen. 1. e. moſt pro- 4 
aft bably a place where the Shecinah or Meſſiah had been gen, Wt 
Jail nd God by him worſhipped, even before the days of Abra- 11 
ham, and where lately lived, and perhaps now lived Melchi- 


boil 


per ¶ to be offered either on the mountain called afterward diſtinct- 
fron ly Moriah, where the temple ſtood, and where all the Mo- iP j 
rams WF laic ſacrifices were afterward to be offered, as Joſephus + and 79% 
r hu; che generality ſuppoſe, or perhaps, as others ſuppoſe, that 45 0 
tho where the Meſſiah himſelf was to be offered, its neighbour 3 
ct ct WM mount Calvary. This ſeems alſo the reaſon why the ram | 
ſuc) d 3 Was 1 
* John viii. 56. Gen. xii. 6. 1 
+ Ia ii. 8 ; John xix. 17. iy x 
t Gen. xxil. 2. 4. Antiq. B. I. ch. xiv. C 2. 14 
1 Heb. xi. 17. 8 ; | f 1 


edeck, the grand type of the Meſſiah (Who might then poſ- 
ſibly be preſent at the facrifice), and why this ſacrifice was 
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was ſubſtituted as a vicarious ſacrifice inſtead of Iſaac; Thelx 
circumſtances ſeem to me very peculiar and extraordinary 
and to render the preſent hypotheſis extremely probable. Na 
perhaps did. St. Clement mean any thing elſe, when, in hi 
fore-cited paſſage, he ſays, That © Iſaac was fully perſuad 
ed of what he knew was to come,“ and therefore © chee 
“ fully yielded himſelf up fora ſacrifice.” Nor indeed dot 
that name of this place, Jehovah Jireh, which continue 
till the days of Moſes, and ſignified, God will ſce, or rathe 
God will provide, ſeem. to be given it by Abraham, on an 
other account, than that God would there, in the fullneſs of 
time, provide himſelf a lamb [that . /amb. of God whic 
war to take away the fins of the world] for a burnt. offering 
But now if, after all, it be objected, that how peculiaifi 
and how typical ſoever the circumſtances of Abraham an 
ſaac might be in themſelves, of which the heathens abou 
them could have little notion, yet ſuch a divine command ti 
Abraham for ſlaying his beloved ſon Iſaac, muſt however b 
of very ill example to the Gentile world, and that it prob; 
bly did either firſt occaſion, or at. leaſt greatly encourage thei 
wicked practices, in offering their children for ſacrifices ti 
their idols, I anſwer by the next conſideration : 
13. That this objection is fo far from truth, that God 
public and miraculous prohibition of the execution of thi 
command to Abraham, (which command itſelf the Gentile 
would not then at all be ſurpriſed at, becauſe it was ſo like 
to their owa uſual practices), as well as God's ſubſtitution d 
a vicarious oblation, ſtem to have been the very occaſion d 
the immediate abolition of thoſe impious ſacrifices by Teth 
moſis, or Amoſis, among the neighbouring Egyptians, ani 
of the ſubſtitution of more inoffenſive ones there inſtead d 
them. Take the account of this abelition, which we ſha 
preſently prove was about the time of Abraham's offering uf 
his ſon Iſaac, as it is preſerved by Porphyry, from Manethc 
the famous Egyptian hiſtorian and chronologer, which is al 
ſo cited from Porphyry by Euſebius and Theodorit: + A 
„ moſis, ſays Porphyry, aboliſhed the law for laying of mei 
in Heliopolis of Egypt, as Manetho bears witneſs in his 
* book of Antiquity and Piety. They were facrificed to 
Juno, and were examined, as were the pure calves, that 
+ were alſo ſealed with them: they were ſacrificed three in 
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* John 1. 29. I Marfhi. p. 301. 
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a day. In whoſe ſtead Amoſis commanded that men of 
wax, of the ſame number, ſhould be ſubſtituted.“ 

Now 1 have lately ſhewn, that theſe Egyptians had Abra- 
m in great veneration, and that a// the wiſdom of thoſe E- 
tians, in which Moſes was afterward learned, was de- 
ed from no other than from Abraham. Now it. appears 
idently by the fore-cited paſſage, that the firſt abolition of 
eſe human ſacrifices, and the ſubſtitution of waxen images 
their ſtead, and particularly at Heliopolis, in the north-eaſt 


The 

inary | 
. Noll 
in hi 
r{uad 
hee 
d doe 
tinuet 
rathe 


n rt of Egypt, in the neighbourhood of Beerſheba, in the 
eſs Muth of Paleſtine, where Abraham now lived, at the diſtance 
wh: about a hundred and twenty miles only, was in the days, 
erin d by the order of Tethmoſis or Amoſis, who was the firſt 


cull 
n an 
abou 


the Egyptian kings, after the expulſion of the Phenician 
epherds. Now therefore we are to enquire when this Teth- 
oſis or Amoſis lived, and compare his time with the time 


and t the ſacrifice of Haac. Now if we look into my chronolo- 
ver Hiocal table, publiſhed A. D. 1721, we ſhall find that the hun- 
rob red and twenty-fifth year of Abraham, or, which is all one, 
the he twenty-fifth year of Iſaac, falls into A. M. 2573, or into 


ces the thirteenth year of Tethmoſis or Amoſis, which is the 


ery middle of his twenty-five years reign ; fo that this abo- 


God Wlition of human ſacrifices in Egypt, and ſubſtitution of others 
f thin their room, ſeems to have been occaſioned by the ſolemn 
ntilrohibition of ſuch a ſacrifice in the caſe of Abraham, and 
o li y the following ſubſtitution of a ram in its ſtead : Which 
ion ofWaccount* of this matter not only takes away the groundleſs 
ion ofWulpicions of the moderns, but ſhews the great ſeaſonableneſs 
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of the divine prohibition of the. execution of this command 
to Abraham, as probably the direct occaſion of putting a top: 
to the barbarity of the Egyptians in offering human ſacrifices, 
aud that for many, if not for all generations afterward.. 
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DISSERTATION III. 


Tacrrus's Accounts of the Origin of the IRISH Ny 
TION, and of the particulars of the laſt Jewiſh War 
that the former was probably written in oppoſiti 
to Foſephus's ANTIQUITIES, and that the latter wa 
for certain almoſt all directly taken from Foſiphn! 
Hiftory of the ]EwitsH WaR. 


SINCE Tacitus, the famous Roman hiſtorian, who ha 

written more largely and profeſſedly about the orig 

of the-Jewiſh nation, about the chorography of Judea, ant 
the laſt Jewiſh war under Ceftius, Veſpaſt an, and Titus, 
than any other old Roman hiſtorian; and ſince both Joſe. 
phus and Tacitus were in fayour with the ſame Roman Em: 
perors, Veſpaſian, Titus, and Domitian; and fince Tacitus 


was an eminent pleader and writer of hiſtory at Rome, dur 


ing the time or not long after our Joſephus had been there 
ſtudying the Greek language, reading the Greek books, 
and writing his own works in the ſame Greek language, 
which language was almoſt univerſally known at Rome in 
that age ; and fince therefore it is next to impoſſible to fup- 
poſe that Tacitus could be unacquainted with the writings 
of Joſephus, it cannot but be highly proper to compare 
their accounts of Judea, of the Jews, and Jewiſh affairs, 
together. Nor is it other than a very ſurpriſing paradox 
to me, how it has been poſſible for learned. men, particu- 
larly for the ſeveral learned editors of Joſephus and Taci- 
tus, to be ſo very filent about this matter as they have 
hitherto been, eſpecially when not only the correſpondence 
of the authors as to time and place, but the likeneſs of the 
fubjet-matter and circumſtances is ſo very often, ſo very 
remarkable; nay indeed, ſince many of the particular facts 
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onged peculiarly to the region of ſudea, and to the 


1 from any other author than from our Joſephus, 
is ſtrange ſilence is almoſt unaccountable, if not inexcu- 
ble. The two only other writers whom we know of, 


us, who never appears to be in Judea himſelf, are Juftus 
Tiberias, a Jewiſh hiſtorian, contemporary with Joſephus, 
d one Antonius Julianus, once mentioned by Minutius Fe- 
„in his Octavius, J 33. as having written on the ſame ſub- 
& with Joſephus, and both already mentioned by me on an- 
her occaſion, Difſert. I. As to Juſtus of Tiberias, he could 


HN. 
> War 


tit be the hiſtorian whence Tacitus took his Jewiſh affairs, 
u, ecauſe, as we have ſeen, in the place juſt cited, the princi- 


bal paſſage in Tacitus of that nature, concerning Chriſt, and 


ator Pontius Pilate, was not there, as we know from the 
eſtimony of Photius, Cod. xxx. And as to Antonius ſuli- 


ho ha nus, his very name ſhews him to have been not a Jew but a 
origi oman. He is never mentioned by Joſephus, and fo proba- 
a, an ly knew no more of the country or affairs * udea tban Ta- 
Titus Fitus himſelf. He was, I ſuppoſe, rather M epitomizer of 


Joſephus, and not ſo early as Tacitus, than an original hif- 


loſe. 
Joſe orian himſelf before him. Nor could ſo exact a writer as 


1 Em. 


acitul Tacitus ever take up with ſuch poor and almoſt unitown 
„dur iſtorians as theſe were, while Joſephus's ſeven books of the 
ther Jewiſh War were then ſo common; were in ſuch great repu- 


ook tation at Rome; were atteſted to, and recommended by Veſ- 
uage Mpaſian, and Titus, the Emperors, by King Agrippa, and 
ne inffl King Archelaus, and Herod King of Chalcis ; and he was 


> ſuy- there honoured with a ſtatue : and theſe his books were re- 


tings poſited at the public library at Rome, as we know from Jo- 
apare Ml ſephus himſelf, from Euſebius, and Jerom, while we never 
Fairs, hear of any other hiſtory of the Jews that had then and there 
adox any ſuch atteſtations or recommendations. Some things in- 


ticu. MW deed Tacitus might take from the Roman records of this 
Taci- war, I mean from the Commentaries of Veſpaſian, which 
have are mentioned by Joſephus bimſelf, in bis own Life, 5 65. 
ence vol. IV. and ſome others from the relations of Roman people, 
f the here the affairs of Rome were concerned; as alſo other af- 
very fairs might be remembered by old officers and foldiers that 
facts 


had been in the Jewiſh war. Accordingly I fill ſuppoſe 


1ged that 


wiſh nation, and are ſuch as could hardly be taken by a + 


hen ſuch Jewiſh affairs might be ſuppoſed to be taken by Ta- 


is ſufferings under the Emperor Tiberius, and by his procu- 
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that Tacitus had ſome part of his information theſe ways, ; 
particularly where he a little differs from or makes additi 
to Joſephus : But then, as this will all reach no farther t 
three or four years during this war, ſo will it by no men 
account for that abridgement of the geography of the count: 
and entire ſeries of the principal facts of hiſtory thereto-re 
ting, which are in Tacitus, from the days of Antioch 
Epiphanes, 240 years before that war, with which Antioch 
both Joſephus and Tacitus begin their diſtin& hiſtories of f 
Jews, preparatory to the hiſtory- of this laſt war. Nor cou 
Tacitus take the greateſt part of thoſe earlier facts belongiy 
to the Jewiſh nation from the days of Moſes, or to Chriſt a 
the Chriſtians in the days of Tiberius, from Roman authon 
of which Jewiſh and Chriſtian affairs thoſe authors had u 
ally veryllittle knowledge, and which the heathen general 
did groſsly pervert and ſhamefully falſify : and this is fo t 

as to Tacitus's own accounts of the origin of the Jewiſh 
tion, that the reader may almoſt take it for a conſtant rul 
that when Tacitus contradicts Joſephus's Jewiſh Antiquitie 
he either tells direct falſhoods, or truths fo miſerably diſgui 
ſed, as renders them little better than falſehoods, and hard] 
ever light upo@#any thing relating to them that is true and (c 
lid but when the ſame is in thoſe Antiquities at this day; d 
which matters more will be ſaid in the notes on his haſt 
imm (diately following. 


HISTORY of ts JEWS. 


Boox V. Cuae. II. | 
QINCE we are now going to relate the final period 0 


an account of its original “. 


ſtrange Tacitus could perſuade himſelſ thus crudely to ſet them down. 


this famous city [ Jeruſalem], it ſeems proper to give 
The traditiou is, that the 
Jews ran away from the ifland of Crete, and ſettled them- 
ſelves on the coaſt of Libya, and this at the time when Sa-W African 
turn was driven out of his kingdom by the power of Jupiter: ld be th 
An argument for it is fetched from their name. The moun- Wi This 

tain Ida is famous in Crete; and the neighbouring inhabitants 
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® Moſt of theſe ſtories are ſo entirely groundleſs, and ſo eontradictory l A 


to one another, that they do not deſerve a ferious confutation. It is Wh. Ap 
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named Idæi, which, with a barbarous augment, becomes 
name of Judæi [ Jews]. Some ſay they wert a people 


melt were very numerous in Egypt under the reign of Iſis, and 
untn t the Egyptians got free from that burden, by ſending them 
ore the adjoining countries, under their captains Hieroſoly- 
och and Judas. The greateſt part ſay, they were thoſe 
och iopians, whom fear and hatred obliged to change their ha- 


tions, in the reign of King Cepheus“. There are thoſe 
ich report that they were Aſſyrians, who wanting lands, 
together, and obtained part of Egypt, and ſoon afterward 
led themſelves in cities of their own, in the lands of the 
brews, and the parts of Syria that lay neareſt to them +. 
hers pretend their origin to be more eminent, and that 
Solymi, a people celebrated in Homer's poems, were the 
nders of this nation, and give this their own name Hiero- 
yma to the city, which they built there ft. 


vitieCHAP. III.] Many authors agree, that when once 
iſguilfinfe ctiousdiſtemper was ariſen in Egypt, and made mens bo- 
ard impure, Bocchoris their King went to the oracle of [ ſu- 


ainſt this evil, and chat he was enjoined to purge his na- 
n of them, and to baniſh' this kind of men into other coun- 
es as hateful to the gods |]. That when he had ſought for, 
| gotten them all together. they were left in a vaſt deſart: 
t hereupon the reſt devoted themſelves to weeping and in- 
ivity; but one of thoſe exiles, Moſes by name, udviſed 
em to look for no aſſiſtance from any of the gods, or from 
| y of mankind, ſince they had been abandoned by both, but 
00 d them believe in him, as in a celeſtial leader $, by whoſe 
oo Ap they had already gotten clear of their preſent miſeries. 
1 *. | They 
* One would wondet how Tacitus, or any heathens, could ſuppoſe 
n Sa- African Rthiopians under Cepheus, who are known to be Blacks, 
piter: id be the parentt of the Jews, who are known to the Whites. 
noun- This accounts comes neareſt rhe truth, and this Tacitus might 
itants Ne from Joſephns, only diſguiſed by himſelf. es; PA 
| Thy 28 might have out of Joſephus, Antiq. B. VII. ch. iu. 
2. vol. II. 
| Strange doctrine to Joſephus! who truly obſerves on this occaſion, 
) Wk: the gods are angry not at bodily iniperfections but at wicked prac- 
It is 89 go - 

es. Apion, B. I. § 28. vol. VI. 


Lon of Tacitus that Moſes profeſſed to have his laws from God. 


er] Hammon, and begged he would grant him ſome relief 


This believing in Moſes as in a celeftia! leader, ſeems a blind con- 
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s 
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They agreed to it; and though they were unacquainted wi That 
every thing, they began their journey at random: But Miſh... fre 
thing tired them ſo much as want of water; and now the oer 
laid themſelves down on the ground to a great extent, as ji ¶ ich i 
ready to periſh, when an herd of wild alles came from fee 7: is 
ing, and went to a rock overſhadowed by a grove of tre auſe © 
Moſes followed them, as conjecturing that there was there Bet 428 
bouts] ſome graſſy ſoil, and ſo he opened large ſourcesof » 3 les 
ter for them ®, That was an eaſe to them; and when th DE th 
had journeyed continually + fix entire days, on the ſeveu this par 
they drove out the inhabitants, and obtained thoſe lau to 4 
W their city and temple were dedicated. were th 
CHAP. IV.] As for Mofes, in order to ſecure ti ante 
nation firmly to himſelf, he ordained new writes, and ſuch kind ar 
were contrary to thoſe of other men. All things are wil bodies 
them profane which with us are facred; and again, tho ing to! 
practices are allowed among them which are by us eſteeme 2 
moſt abominable 4. CH! 
They place the image of that animal in their moſt hol *-*.* 9 
place, by whoſe indication it was that they had eſcaped the of then 
wandering condition and their thirſt ||. by ther 
They lacriſice rams by way of reproach, to [ Jupite ** fort 
Hammon. An ox is alſo ſacrificed, which the Egyptiallll Vor. 
worſhip under the name of Apis. | 5 
They abſtain from ſwine's fleſh, as a memorial of th seat da 
miſerabie deſtruction which the mange, to which that cre: 12 
ture is liable, brought on them. and with which they Jews th 
been defiled ®. . or Sabb: 
Thb. as every 
A 
» This looks allo like a plain confeſſion of Tacitus's, that Mol ny all g 
brought the Jews water out of a rock in'g:eat plenty, which he mig Y *f 
have from Joſephus, Antiq. B. III ch. i. 5 7. ; $ As 
+ Strange indeed! that 600,000 men ſhould travel above 200 mil: the Gre 
over the deſarts of Arabia, in ſix days, and conquer Judea the ſeventh. the WE 
+ This is not true in general, but only ſo far, that the Kraelites well wer? 
| by circumciſion and other rites to be kept ſeparate from the wicked an they 2 
idolatrous nations about them. T3 
This ſtrange ſtory contradicts what the ſame Tacitus will tell u WALES 
preſently, that when Pompey went into the holy of holics he found 1 
image there. | deep in 
$ Theſe are only gueſſes of Tacitus's, or of his heathen! author's, bu 4 
no more. ; iſh ſet] 
Such memorials of what muſt have been very 4 5 95 a 


ſtrangers to the reſt of mankind, and wirhout any probability. 


_ 
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d wit That they had endured a long famine, they atteſt fil by 
* heir frequent faſtings“. And that they ſtole the fruits of 
Ile 


as dich is unleavened +. | 

feet It is generally ſuppoſed they reſt on the ſeventii day, be- 
auſe that day gave them [the firſt] reſt from their labours. 
her 


Beſides which, they are idle on every || ſeventh year, as-he- 
ing pleaſed with a lazy life. Others ſay, that they do ho- 
n the our thereby to h Saturn; or perhaps the Idæi gave them 
this part of their religion, [as we ſaid above] were expelled 
together with Saturn, and who, as we have been informed, 
were the founders of this nation; or elſe it was becauſe the 
ſtar Saturn moves in the higheſt orb, and of the ſeven pla- 
nets exerts the principal part of that energy whereby man- 
kind are governed: and indeed the moſt of the heavenly 


F . Cs 
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e vu bodies exert their power, and perform their courſes accord- 
tho ing to the number ſeven “. 
cem 


CHAP. v.] "Theſe rites, by what manner ſoever they 
were firſt begun, are ſupported by their antiquity +, The reſt 


by their pravity : For every vile fellow, deſpiſing the rites of 
his forefathers, brought thither their tribute and contribu- 
Vor. I. | e | tions, 


The Jews had but one ſolemn faſt of old in the whole year, the 
great day of expiation. 
+ Unleavened bread was only uſed at the paſſover. 


It is very ſtrange that Tacitus ſhould not know or confeſs that the 


as every Chriſtian, could have informed him of thoſe matters. 


t Mol 


e migh year of jubilee, ſo he ſays nothing of it. 
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iſh ſettlement, was what the heathen cared ngtalways to own. 
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citus does nor inform us. 
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he earth, we have an argument from the bread of the I cs, 


of their inſtitutions are f awkward, impure, and got ground - 


Jews ſeventh day, and ſeventh year of re, were in memory of the ſeventh, 
or Sabbath-day's reſt, aſter the ſix days of creation. Every Jew, as well 


A range hypotheſis of the origin of the ſabbatic year, and with» 
out all good foundation. Tacitus probady had never heard of the Jews 


§ As if the Jews, in the days of Moſes, or long before, knevy that 
the Grecks and Romans would long aſterward call the feventh day ef 
the week Saturn's-day; which Dio obſerves was not ſo called of old 
time: And it is a queſtion whether before the Jews fell into idolatry, 
they ever heard of ſuch a ſtar or god as Saturn. Amos v. 25 Ads vii. 43. 

* That the ſun, moon, and ſtars, rule over the affairs of wankind, 
was an heathen and not a Jewiſh nction :.neicher Jews nor Chriſtians 
were permitted to deal in aſtrology, though Tacitus ſeems to have been 


+ This acknowledgment of the antiquity of Moſes, and of his Jews 


$ What theſe pretended aukward and impure matituttons were, Ta- 
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2 
tions, by which means the Jewiſh commonwealth was aug- 
mented, And becauſe among themſelves there is an unal- 
terable fidelity and Kindneſs always ready at hand, but bit- 
ter enmity towards all others *, they are a people ſeparated 
from athers in their food, and in their beds, though they 
be the lewdeſt nation upon earth +, yet will they not cor- 


ful among themſelves. | 
They have ordained circumciſion of the part uſed in gene- 


ple : the || proſelytes to their religion have the ſame uſage. 
They are taught nothing ſooner than to deſpiſe the gods, 


to renounce their country, and to have their parents, chil- 


dren, and brethren, in the utmoſt contempt ); but till they 


take care to increaſe and multiply, for it is eſteemed utterly 
-unlawſul to kill any of their children. 


They alſo look on the ſouls of thoſe that die in battle, or 
are put to death for their crimes, as eternal. Hence comes 
their love of poſterity, and contempt of death. | 

They derive their * cuitom of burying, inſtead of burning 


their dead, from the Egyptians: they have alſo the ſame 


care of the dead with them, and the ſame perſuaſion about 
the inviſible world below : But of the gods above, their 
opinion is contrary to theirs. The Egyptians worſhip 


.abundance of animals, and images of various ſorts. 


The Jews have no notion of any more than one divine be- 
ing +, and that known only by the mind. They eſteem ſuch 
| | to 


Joſephus ſhews the contrary, as to the laws of Moſes, contr. Apion 
Bock II. $ 22. vol. VI. | 
+ An high, and I doubt a falſe commendation of the Jews. 
An entirely. falſe character, and contrary to their many laws.againſt 
uncleanneſs. Sce Joſephus Antiq. B. III. ch. xi. $ 12. 
The proſelytes of juſtice only, not the proſelytes of the gates. 
§ How does this agree with that unalterable fidelity and kindneſs 
which Tacitus told us the Jews had towards one another? unleſs he on- 
ly means that they preferred the divine commands before their neareſt 


relations, which i- the higheſt degree of Jewiſh and Chriſtian piety. 


* 'This cuſtom is at leaſt as old among the Hebrews as the days of 
Abraham, and the cave of Machpelah, long before the Iſraelites went in- 


to Egypt. Gen. xxiii. I —20. xxv. 8, 9, 10. 


+ Theſe are very valuable conceſſions, which Tacitus here makes as 
to the unſpotted piety of the Jewiſh nation, in the worſhip of one in- 
ſinite, inviſible God, and abſolute rejection of all idolatry, and of all 
worſhip of images, nay of the image of the Emperor Caius himſelf, or 
of affording it a place in their temple, 
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to be profane who frame images of gods, out of periſhable 
matter, and in the ſhape of men. That this being is ſupreme, 
and cternal, immutable, and unperiſhable, is their doctrine. 
Accordingly they have no images in their cities, much lets 
Win their temples; they never grant this piece of flattery to 
rings, or this kind of honour to emperors “. But becauſe 
Wtheir prieſts, when they play on the pipe and the timbrels, 


found in their temple, ſome have thought that they worſhip- 
ped our father Bacchus, the conqueror of the Eaſt; whereas 
the ceremonies of the Jews do not at all agree with thoſe of 


by Arabia: Egypt lies on the ſouth; on the weſt are Phe- 
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wear ivy round their heady and a golden + vine has been 


Bacchus, for he appointed rites that were of a jovial nature, 
and fit for feitivals, while the practices of the Jews are ab- 
ſurd and ſordid. 


CHAP. VI.] The limits of Judea eaſterly are bounded 


nicia and the [great] ſea, They have a proſpe& of Syria 
on their north quarter, as at ſome diſtance from them Þ. 

The bodies of the men are healthy, and ſuch as will bear 
great labours. 

They have not many ſhowers of rain: their foil is very 
—_—_ ö the produce of their land is like ours, in great 
plenty ||. 

They have alſo beſides ours, two trees peculiar to them- 
ſelves, the balſam tree, and the palm tree. Their guoves of 
palms are tall, and beautiful. The balſam tree is not very; 
large. As ſoon as any branch is ſwelled, the veins quake as 
for fear, if you bring an iron knife to cut them. They are 

e 2 to 


All theſe conceſſions were to be learned from Joſephus, and almoſt 
only from him; out of whom therefore I conclude Tacitus took the 
fineſt part of his character of the Jews. 

+ This particular faR, that there was a golden vine in the front of the 
Jewiſh temple, was in all probability taken by Tacitus-ont of Joſephus ; 
but as the Jewiſh prieſts were never adorned with ivy, the fignal of Bac- 
chus, how Tacitus came to to imagine this I cannot tell. 

t See the chorography of Judea in Joſephus, of the War, B. III. § 3. 
vol. V. whence moſt probably Tacitus framed this ſhort abridgement of 
it. It comes in both authors naturally before Veſpaſian's firſt cam- 
paign. ö a 

|| The latter branch of this Tacitus might have from Joſephus, of 
the War, B. III. ch. iii. § 2. 3. 4. vol. V. the other is not in the pre- 
ſent copies. | k 
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to be opened with the broken piece of a ſtone, or with 1}, 


ell of a fſh. The juice is uſeful in phyſic. 


Libanus is their principal mountain, and is very high an 
yet, what is very ſtrange to be related, it is always thadowedil 


with trees, and never Has from n The fame mountzir 


ſupplies the river Jordan with water, and affords it its fou 


tains alſo, Nor is this Jordan carried into the fea, it pail 


through oue and a ſecond lake, undiminiſhed, but it is ſtor £ brd, Or 2 


ped by the third “. 


This third lake is vaſtly great in circumference, as if 
It is of an ill taſte, and is pernicious to th 
The wind rai 
no waves there, nor will it maintain either fiſties, or {uct 


were a ſca +. 
adjoining inhabitants, by its ſtrong ſmell. 


birds as uſe the water. The reaſon is uncertain, but the 
fact is thus, that bodies caſt into it are-borne up, as by ſome. 


what ſolid. Thoſe who can, and thoſe who cannot ſwim, 


are equally borne. up by it f. At a certain time of tl 
year it caſts out bitumen; the manner of gathering it, like 
other arts, has been taught by experience. The liquor is 9 
its own nature of a black colour; and, if you pour vinega: 
upon it, it clings together, and ſwims on the top. Thot 
whole buſineſs it is, take it in their hands, and pull it into 


the upper parts of the ſhip, after which it follows, without 


farther attraction, and fills the ſhip full, till you cut it off; 


Nor can you cut it off either with a braſs or an iron inſtru. 


ment; but it cannot bear the touch of blood, or of a cloth 


wet with the me trual purgations of women, as the ancient 
authors ſay. But thoſe that are acquainted with the place 
aſſure us, that theſe waves of bitumen are driven along, and 


by the hand drawn to the ſhore, and that when they are dri- 
ed by the warm ſteams from the earth, and the force of the 
ſun, they are cut in pieces with axes and wedges, as timber 
and ſtones are cut in pieces. 


CHAP. 


* Theſe accounts of Jordan, of its fountains derived from Mount Li- 
banus, and of the two lakes it runs through, and its ſtoppage by the 
ar 6, are exactly agreeable to Joſephus. Of the War, B. III. ch. x. J 7. 8, 
vol. V. 

+ No leſs than $80 forlings long, and 150 broad, in Joſephus, of 


the War, B. IV. ch. viii. $ 4. vol. V. 


t Strabo ſays, that a man could not fink into the water of this lake 
ſo deep as the navel. 
[| Joſephus never ſays that this bitumen was caſt out at a certain time 


of the year only ; and Strabo ſays the direct contrary, but Pliny agrees 


w.th Tacitus. 
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CHAP. VII.] Not far from this lake are thoſe plains, 


th 6 
uch are related to have been of old fertile, and to have had 


ch and Wany cities full of people, but to have been burnt up by a 
dove oke of lightning : it 1s alſo ſaid, that the footſteps of that 
unte ſtruction ſtill remain, and that the earth itfelf appears as 
for rnt earth, and has loſt its natural fertility ; and that as an 


paſeWgument thereof, all the plants that grow of their own ac- 
s fo: rd, or are planted by the. hand, whether they arrive at the 
cgree of an herb, or of a flower, or at complete maturity, 
is if Mecome black, and empty, and, as it were, vaniſh into aſhes. 


to th for myſelf, as I am willing to allow that theſe once fa- 
raiſeous cities were burnt by fire from heaven, ſo would I ſup- 
r ſucii oſe that the earth is infected with the vapour of the lake, 
t the the ſpirit [or air] that is over it thereby corrupted, and 


ſome. 
ſwim. 


f th 


at by this means the fruits of the earth, both corn, and 
rapes, rot away, both the ſoil and the air being equally un- 
holeſome. 


„ like The river Belus does alſo run into the ſea of Judea, and 
r is ole ſands that are collected about its mouth, when you i x 
neger itre with them, are melted into glaſs: this fort of ſhore ig 
Thot ut ſmall, but its ſand, for the uſe of thoſe that carry it off, 
t into inexhauſtible. | 

thout | 


t off; 
nſtru. 


CHAP. VIII.] A great part of Judea is compoſed of 
attered villages: it ale 

cloth epital city of the whole nation. In that city there was a 
cient emple of immenſe wealth; in the firſt parts that are fortified 
place Ws the city itſelf, next it the royal palace. The temple is in- 
„ and loſed in its moſt inward receſſes. - A Jew can come no far- 
e dri. 


f the hreſhold. While the Eaſt was under the dominion of the 
mber MAſlyrians, the Medes, and the Perſians, the Jews were of 


all ſlaves the moſt deſpicable +. . 
IAP. 3 ; 2% After 


nt Li- 


the * This is exactly according to Joſephus, and muſt have been taken - 


) 7- 5. Nom him in the place forecited, and that particularly, becauſe N is pe- 
culiar to him, ſo far as I know, in all antiquity. - The reſt thought the 


us, Of Wcities were in the very ſame place where now the lake is, but Joſephus 
$ lake and Tacitus ſay they were in its neighbourhood only, which is Mr. Re- 


land's opinion alſo. | ; . 
+ A great ſlander againſt the Jews, without any juſt foundation, Jo- 


on ſephus would have informed him better. | 


o has larger towns: Jeruſalem is the 


her than the gates; all but the prieſts are excluded by their 
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rather 
tion wa 
"laudius 
aller dor 
guts, or 
om Was 
barity a 
h the d 
grand. 0 
ghter' 8 


tonius. 


* After the domiaionof the Macedonians prevailed, King 
Antiochus tried to conquer their ſuperſtition, and to intro 
duce the cuſtoms of the Greeks; but he was diſappointed off 
his deſign, which was to give this moſt profligate nation if 
change for the better, and that was by his war with the Pa 
thians, for at this time Arſaces had fallen off [from the Ma 
cedonians J. Then it was that the Jews ſet kings over then 
becauſe the Macedonians were become weak, the Parthian 
were not yet very-powerful, and the Romans were very ri 
mote : Which kings, when they had been expelled by th 
mobility of the vulgar, and had recovered their dominion by 
war, attempted theſame things that kings uſed to do, I mea 
they introduce the deſtruction of cities, the ſlaughter: of bre. 
thren, of wives, and parents, but till went on in their fu 


UT h 


| peritition ; for they took upon them withal the honourabe was 1 
dignity of the high. pricfthood, as a firm ecurity to theic Pallas 
power and authority. dea, an 

| neſs wit 

CHAP. IX.] The firſt of the Romans that conquered ; 
the Jews was Cneius Pompeius, who entered the temple y The Je 
right of victory. Thence the report was every where di- en alter 
vulged, that therein was no image of a god, but an emotyeved hi 
place, and myſteries, moſt ſecret places that have nothing une futu 
them. The walls of Jeruſalem were then deſtroyed, but the hug up tl 
temple continued till, Soon afterward aroſe a civil wa eau tim 
among us; and when therein theſe provinces were reduced the cc 
under Marcus Antonius, Pacorus, King of the Parthians, Artner i 
got poſſeſſion of Judea, but was himſelf flain by Paulus Ven-. Wing thu 
tidius, and the Parthians were driven beyond Euphrates: leans w. 
And for the Jews, Camus Solis ſubdued them. Antoniv (: Wh 
gave the kingdom to Herod ; and when Auguſtus conquered ut of co 
Antonius he fill augmented it. red: the 
After Herod's death, one Simon, without waiting for the Mes of rc 
diſpoſition of Ceſar, took upon him the title of King, Who ind with 
was brought to puniſhment by [or under] Quintilius Varus, Whanus ar 
when he was preſident of Syria. Afterward the. nation was Hejoice; 


reduced, and the children of Herod governed it in three par- ere ſen 
titions. | 
Under Tiberius, the Jews had reſt. After ſome time they 


were enjoined to place Caius Ceſar's ſtatue in the temple; ! The: 
but jut withe 


| ently, W 
* Here begins Joſephus's and Tacjtus's true accounts of the Jews nn 
preliminary to the laſt war. See of the War, Prom. 7 Vol. v. vhich vw! 
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, King 


intro. 
nted g 


rather than permit that, they took up arms *; which. 
tion was put an end to by the death of Caſar. 
"laudius, after the kings were either dead, or reduced to 


ation er dominions, gave the province of Judea to Koman 
e PH guts, or to freed men, to, be governed by them. Amon 
le Mom was Antonius Felix, one that exerciſed all kind of 
then barity and extravagance, as if he had roy al authority, but 
rthiau h the diſpoſition of a flave. He had married Druſilla, 
TY re grand-daughter of Antonius, ſo that Felix was the grand- 
by thilWghter's hulband, and Claudius the grandſon of the ſame. 
ion bl: o0nius. | 


mea 
f bref 
eir ſy. 
irabloi 
their 


Axx AL. Book XII. 


was Felix, did not act with the ſame moderation [as 
Pallas himſelf]. He had been a good while ago ſet over 
dea, and thought he might be guilty of all ſorts of wick. 
2 neſs with impunity, while he relied on ſo ſure an autho- 
aere | | 

le by The Jews had almoſt given a ſpecimen of ſedition; and 
re di. Men aſter the death of Caius was known, and they had not 
mot; eved his command, there remained a degree of fear, leſt 


ng ußg me future prince ſhould renew titat command, [ for the ſet- 


it the 


ng up the prince's ſtatue in their temple]. And in the 
Wat 


ean time Felix, by the uſe of unſeaſonable remedies, blew 


lucedi the coals of ſediticn into a flame, and was imitated by his 
11ans, :rtner in the government, Ventidius Cumanus, the country 
Ven- cing thus divided between them, that the nation of the Ga- 
ates; 


leans were under Cumanus, and the Samaritans under Fe- 
x: Which two nations were of old at variance, but now, 
ut of contempt of their governors, did leſs reſtrain their ha- 


onius 
ered 


the ics of robbers, to lie in wait, and ſometimes to fight battles, 


who Nnd withal to bring ſpoils and prey to the procurators, [Cu- 
1's, Banus and Felix]. Whereupon theſe procurators began to 
Was 


ejoice ; yet when the miſchief grew conſiderable, ſoldiers 


Par- ere ſent to quiet them, but the ſoldiers were killed; and 

: the 
they F . pgs | 
ve; * They came to Petronius, the preſident of Syria, in vaſt numbers, 


Nut without arms, and as humble ſupplicants only. See Tacitus pre- 
ently, where he afterwards ſets this matter almoſt right, according to 
ſoſephus, and by way of correction, for that account is in his anuals, 


vhich were written after this which is in his hiſtories. 


but 


ews 


UT he that was the brother of Pallas, whoſe ſurname- 


red: they then began to plunder one another, to ſend in par- 
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the province had been in the flame of war, had not Ouad ug 
tus, the preſident of Syria, afforded his aſſiſtance. Nor wa 
it long in diſpute whether the Jews, who had killed. the (6| 
diers in the mutiny, ſhould be put to death: It was agree 
they ſhould die; only Cumanus and Felix occaſioned a de 
lay, for Claudius, upon hearing the cauſes as to this rebellion, ſ 


[Veſpat 
f eruſal 

-ork he 
untain, 
cauſe tl 
eſſes [o 
had given [Quadratus] authority to determine the caſe, ere at veſp 
as to the procurators themſelves: But Quadratus ſhewed Fe. 


' 
lix among the judges, and took him into his ſeat of judgment When 
on purpole that he might diſcourage. his. accuſers. So Cui 3 that 
manus was condemned for thoſe flagitious actions, of which Phat did 


both he and Felix had.been guilty, and peace was reſtore: 


phs, al 
to the province *. 


WS, 
as porte 


| HesTox. Book V. Cuar. X. There 
Jowever the Jews had patience till Geſſius Florus was Seen 


made procurator. Under him it was that the war be. 
gan. Then Ceſtus Gallus, the preſident of Syria, attempt, 
ed to appeaſe it, and tried ſeveral battles, but generally with 
ill ſucceſs. 
Upon his death +, whether it came by fate, or that he was 
weary of his life, is uncertain, Veſpaſian had the good for. 


mple, 2 

1p. Ve 
hen he 
hoſe na 
t the ei 


tune, by his reputation, and excellent officers, and a victo- 8 
rious army, in the ſpace of two ſummers, to make himſelf * on 
maſter of all the open country, and of all the cities, Jeru- 1 =. 


ſalem excepted. 

[Flavius Veſpaſianus, whom Nero had choſen for his ge- 
neral, managed the Jewiſh war with three W. Hiſtor, 
B. + Chap. 10.] 4 
The next year, which was employed in a defi war [at n their 
bome], fo far as the Jews were concerned, paſſed over in ea. A. 
peace, When Italy was pacified, the care of foreign parts ! of Ju a 
was revived. The Jews were the only people that ſtood N 
out, which increaſed the rage [of the Romans J. It va Nnade fue 
alſo thought moſt' proper that Titus ſhould ſtay with the Ne IR 
army, to prevent any accident or misfortune which the .. . 


ere exp 
nd very 
im, and 

Mucia 


er celeb 

new government might be liable to. 4 
| Veſpaſian "+ Job 
* Here ſeems to be a great miſtake about the Jewiſh affairs in Ta- Aus ade. 
citus. See of the War, B. II. ch. Xii. J 8. vol. V. able pred: 
+ Joſephus ſays nothing of the death of Ceſtius ; ſo Tacitus ſeems t t Tun 


have known — in particular about it. Ne 


* 
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8 g rVeſpaſian had put an end to the ſewiſh nation: the ſiege 
+ 1 Jerufalem was the only enterprize remaining, which was 
NE 101.86 


Vork hard and difficult, but rather from the nature of the 
agree untain, and the obftinacy of the Jewiſh ſuperſtition, than 
a de WS uſe the beſieged had ſtrength enough to undergo the di- 
ello, WT cles [ of a ſiege]. We have already informed [the reader] 
e, even 
ed Fo war. Hiſtor. Book II. Chap. 5. 

mene when Veſpaſian was a very young man, it was promiſed 
0 C(uß n that he ſhould arrive at the higheſt pitch of fame: but 
which What did firſt of all ſeem to confirm the omen, was his tri- 
ſtoreiguphs, and conſulſhip, and the glory of his victories over the 
ws. When he had once obtained theſe, he believed it 
as portended that he ſhould come to the empire *. 

There is between Judea and Syria a mountain and a god, 
oth called by the ſame name of Carmel, though our predecef- 
drs have informed us that this god had no image, and no 
mple, and indeed no more than an altar and folemn wor- 
1p. Veſpaſian was once offering a ſacrifice there, at a time 


1S Was 
ar be. 
empt- 
7 wath 


OD hoſe name was Baſilidet, when he over and over looked 
4 | the entrails, ſaid, Veſpaſian, whatever thou art about, 


i Co- 


ſo" augmentation of thy ſlaves, thou art granted a ny, up rw 


Ter. er; large bounds, an huge number of men. Theſe doubt- 
ul anſwers were ſoon ſpread abroad by fame, and at this time 
ere explained: Nor was any thing ſo much in public vgs 
an nd very many diſcourſes of that nature were made before 
im, and the more becauſe they foretold what he expected. 


dn their deſigns : the former to Antioch, the latter to Cæſa - 
ea. Antioch is the capital of Syria, and Cæſarea the capi- 
al of Judea. The commencement of Veſpaſian's advancement 
o the empire was at Alexandria, where Tiberius Alexander 
ade ſuch haſte, that he obliged the legions to take the oath 
{ fidelity to him on the kalends of july, which was ever at- 
er celebrated as the day of his inauguratiqn,-þ although the 
| army 
* Joſephus takes notice in general of theſe many omens of Veſpa. 
fan's advancement to the empire; and diſtinctly adds his own: remark. 
able prediction of it alſo. Antiq. B. III. ch. viii. G 3. 9- 
+ This althongb ſeems to imply that Veſpaſian was proclaimed Em- 
peror in Judea before he was fo proclaimed at Alexandria, as the whole 


% 


at Veſpaſian had with him three legions, well exerciſed 


hen he had ſome ſecret thought in his mind: Ihe prieſt, 


hether the building of thy houſe, or enlargement of thy lands, 


Mucianus and Veſpaſianus went away, having fully agreed | 


hiſtory 
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army in Judea had taken that oath on the fifth of the : 
of July, with that eagerneſs, that they would not ſtay for 
{on Titus, who was then on the road, returning out of $y 
chap. 79. Veſpaſian delivered over the ſtrongeſt part | 
forces to Titus, to enable him to finiſh what remained 
the Jewiſh war. . Hiſt, Book IV. chap. 51. 

During thoſe months in which Veſpaſian continued at 
lexandria, waiting for the uſual ſet time of the ſummer g 
of wind, and ſtayed for ſettled fair weather at ſea, many! 

raculous events happened, by which the good-will of hear 
and a kind of inclination of the Deity. in his favour was{ 
clared. 
A. certain man of the vulgar ſort at Alexandria, w 
known for the decay of his eyes, kneeled down by bim, 


ſeſpaſian 
A1 0 and th 
looked 
ſtood in 
: upon 
man ſav 
is day by 
ly will g 


the beg 
pitched 


groaned, and begged of him the cure of his blindneſs, à i and whi 
the admonition of Serapis, that god which this ſuperſtitic celebrat 
nation worſhips above others. He alſo deſired that the Eigour an- 
peror would be pleaſed to put ſome of his ſpittle upon he provir 
balls of his eyes. Another infirm man there, who was l ſhould 1 
of his hand, prayed Cæſar as by the fame god's ſuggeſti _ 

when he 


to tread upon him with his foot. Veſpaſian at firſt began 
laugh at them, and to reject them, and when they were | 
ſtant with him, he ſometimes feared he ſhould have the n 
putation of a vain perſon, and ſometimes upon the ſolicit 
tion of the infirm, he flattered himſelf, and others flatter 
him with the hopes of ſucceedipg. At laſt he ordered t 
phyſicians to give their opinion, whether this ſort of blindfd 
and lameneſs were curable by the art of man or not ? T 
phyficians anſwered uncertainly, that the one had not his vi 
ſual faculty utterly deſtroyed, and that it might be reſtore 
if the obſtacles were removed: that the other's limbs wer 
diſordered, but if an healing virtue were made uſe of, the 
were capable of being made whole. Perhaps, ſaid they, th 
gods are willing to atliſt, and that the Emperor is choſe 
by divine interpoſition : However, they ſaid at laſt, that 
the cures ſucceeded, Cæſar would have the glory, if not, tht 
poor miſerable objects would only be laughed at. Whereup 


00 


ady and 
ner, and 
good-wi 
place in 
without 
eived in 
the fifte 
d afforded 


The mir 
tonius in 
ted. Ou 
apis to PTC 
he empire 
cement be 
e his cho! 
the Jewiſl 
n armies. 

us, at tha' 
| deſtroye: 
hus alſo e 
nd againf 
divine pre 
poſes this 
This ch: 
n all occ 


biſtory- of Joſephus implies, and the pl | 

28, place where now V | 
which was no other than Judea, requires alſo, though the Tk — 
day might be celebrated afterward from his firſt Solaris at the 
great city Alexandria, only then the nones or ides in Tacitus and Sue 
tonius mult be of June, and not of July. ; 
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the twenty- ſecond and twenty-third legions. Twenty * f true va 


horts of auxiliaries accompanied, as alſo eight troop; Were of 1 
horle. 5 : Titus h 

King Agrippa alſo was there, and King Sohemus, Mis eyes, 
the auxiliaries of King Antiochus, and a ſtrong body of Huſalem ce 


rabians, who, as is uſual in nations that are neighbours 
one another, went with their accuſtomed hatred again | 
Jews, with many others out of the city of Rome, as ey 
one's hopes led him of getting early into the general's 


The“ 
orks and 
nt for its 
ere two 
ade Croc 
He entered into the borders of the enemies country ey migh 
theſe forces, in exact order of war: and looking careft 


ays. 
about him, and being ready for battle, he pitched his c wers, w 
not far from Jeruſalem. | 0 feet hi 
CHAP. X.] When therefore he had pitched his can E 
as we faid juſt now, before the walls of Jeruſalem, he p. 12 
pouſly + fhewed his legions ready for an engagement, 4 8 
N , 
CHAP. XI.] The Jews formed their camp under! fi Ys 


very þ walls [of the city]; and if they ſucceeded, they 
ſolved to venture farther, but if they were beaten back, CHAP 
was their place of refuge. When a body of }| cavalry Malls of it 
ſent againſt them, and with them cohorts, that were exp: them t! 
and nimble, the fight was doubtful ; but ſoon afterwards Ws incloſ, 


enemies gave ground, and on the following days there . They h. 

frequent ſkirmiſhes before the gates, till aſter many loſſes i ee mount: 

were driven into the city. The Romans then betook ther + poc 

ſelves to the ſiege, for it did not ſeem honourable to ſtay Her. 

the enemies were reduced by famine 3. The ſoldiers vſſ They ti 

very eager to expoſe themſelves to dangers, part of them WM their cc 
| | ve frequ 


roviſion f 
eir fear: 


ey ſhoul 


* 
* Theſe 20 cohorts, and 8 troops of horſe, are not directly en 
rated by Joſephus, Antiq. B. V. ch. i. 6 6. 
+ Thais word in Tacitus, pompor/Nly /hewwed his legions, looks 


that pompous ſhew which was ſome. months afterward, in Joſephus W Vor 1 
in his mind, Antiq. B. V. ch. ix. G1. A 5 
| Theſe firſt bickerings and battles near the walls of Jeruſalem, r 
at large in Joſephus, Antiq. B. V. ch. ii. This del 
4 Joſephus diſtinctly mentions theſe horſ men or cavalry, 6 d four tow 
number, among whom Titus had like to have been flain or taken . See 7 
ſoner, Antiq. B. V. ch. . 4. 4. 8. | | Of theſ 
Such a deliberation and reſolution, with this very reaſon, that mention 
would be diſhonourable to ſtay till the Jews were ſtarved out ee Reland's 
mine, is in Joſephus, Antiq. B. V. ch. xii. { 1, This is 1 


olephus. 
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true valour, many out of a brutiſh fierceneſs, and out of a 
efire of rewards. 

Titus had Rome, and the riches and pleaſures of it before 
is eyes, all which ſeemed to be too long delayed, unleſs Je- 
uſalem could be ſoon deſtroyed. 

The * city ſtood on an high elevation, and it had great 
orks and ramparts to ſecure it, ſuch indeed as were ſuffici- 
nt for its fortification, had it been on plain ground, for there 
ere two hills, of a vaſt height, which were incloſed by walls 
ade crooked by art, or [naturally] bending inwards, that 
hey might flank the beſiegers, and caſt darts on them ſide- 
ays. The extreme parts of the rock were craggy, and the 
dwers, when they had the advantage of the ground, were 
2 feet high: when they were built on the plain ground they 
ere not built lower than 120 feet; they were . 
eauty, and to thoſe who looked at them at a great diſtance, 
hey ſeemed equal. Other walls there were beneath the roy- 
| palace, beſides the tower of Antonia, with its top par- 
icularly conſpicuous. It was called fo by Herod, in honour 
Marcus Antonius. 


they 

ck, 8 CHAP. XII.] The temple was like a citadel, having 
lry alls of its own, which had more labour and pains beſtowed 
expechga them than the reſt. The cloiſters wherewith the temple 


as incloſed were an excellent fortification. 

They had a fountain of water that ran perpetually ; and 
he mountains were hollowed under ground: they had more- 
ver + pools and ciſterns for the —— of the rain wa- 
J | | 
ers They that built this city foreſaw, that from the difference 
their conduct of life from their neighbours they ſhould 
ve frequent wars; thence it came to paſs, that they had 
rovifion for a long fiege. After Pompey's conquelt alſo 
eir fear and experience had taught them generally what 
looks Whey ſhould want f. ak | 

ſephus Vor. I. „7 


* This deſcription of the c ty of Jeruſalem, its two hills, its three walls, 
Jad four towers, &c. are in this place at large in Joſophũs, Antiq. B. V. 
taken iv. See alſo Pompey's ſiege, B. XIV. ch. iv. $ 2. 

+ Of theſe pools, ſee Joſephus, B. V. ch. xi. S 4. The ciſterns are 
on, thifſot mentioned by him here, though they be mentioned. by travellers, 
out bee Reland's Paleſt ine, tom. I. p. 304. bs 8 | 

{Thi is Tacitus's or the Romans own bypotheſis, unſupported by 
olephus. HF, 
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| Moreover the covetous temper that prevailed under Clay 
dius, gave the Jews an opportunity of purchaſing for mon; 
* leave to fortify Jeruſalem; ſo they built walls in time g 
peace, as if oy were going to war, they being augmente 
in number by thoſe rude multitudes of people that retirs 
thither on the ruin of the other cities, for every obſtinate fe 


low ran away thither, and there became more ſeditious ti luer all 
before, n incl 
There were three captains, and as many armies. Sin ebodi 
had the remoteſt and the largeſt parts of the walls under hi road 
John, who was alſo called Bar Groras, [the ſon of Giora ſchoo 
had the middle parts of the city under him: and Eleaz We h 
had fortified the temple itſelf. John and Simon were ſupe 7 every 
rior in multitude and ſtrength of arms, Eleazar was ſuperig undred 
by his ſituation, but battles, factions, and burnings, weg t! 
common to them all; and a great qnantity of corn was cor umber 
ſumed by fire. After a while John ſent ſome, who und en VE 
the pretence of offering ſacrifice, might ſlay Eleazar, and Mere to 
body of troops, which they did, and got the temple- unde han of 
their power. So the city now was parted into two faction Agan 
until, upon the coming of the Romans, this war abroad pr by ramp 
duced peace between theſe that were at home. not adm 
| ; | | duty am 
CHAP. XIII.] Such 1 prodigies had happened as ti ments, 
nation, which is ſuperſtitious enough in its own way, woulg<!tics by 
not agree to expiate by the ceremonies of the Roman rei * got 


gion, nor would they atone the Gods by ſacrifices and von 
as theſe uſed to do on the like occafions, Armies wel 
ſeen to fight in the ſky, aud their armour looked of a brig 
light colour, and the temple ſhone with ſudden flaſhes ( 
fire out of the clouds. The doors of the temple were ope 


Nexo, 
ſet 
hated fc 
Cbriſtia- 
5; | 3 this nar 
* This ſale_of leave for the Jews to build the walls of Jeruſalem 5 
.money, is alſo Tacitus's or the Romans own hypotheſis, unſupport 
by Joſephus. Nor is Joſephus's character of Claudius near ſo bad, as * This 
other things alſo, as it is in Tacitus and Suctonius,: Dio ſays, he ch. v. 5 
far from covetouſneſs in particular. The ethers feem to have nil! 1 The 
ray his meek and quiet temper,” and learning, but without is there fe 
bition, and his great "kindneſs to the Jews, as the moſt contemptib 6 7. whic 
folly. See Antiq. B. XIX. ch. iv. $ 4. He was indeed much ruled W Gallu-, tb 
firſt by a very bad miniſter, Pallas; and at laſt was ruled and poiſonff plus imp 
by a very bad wife, Agrippina. „ + K 
en ang more, axe ut large in Joſephus, Ag Þ 
Th. v. 9 3. a 
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on a ſudden, and a voice greater than human was heard, 
;at the gods were retiring, and at the ſame time was there a 
reat motion perceived, as if they were going out of it, which 
dme eſteemed to be cauſes of terror. The greater part had 
firm belief that it was contained in the old facerdotal books, 
hat at this very time the eaſt would prevail, and that ſome 
hat came out of Judea ſhould obtain the empire of the world, 
hich obſcure oracle foretold Veſpaſian and Titus; but the 
znerality of the common people, as uſual, indulged thei 
en inclinations, and when they had once interpreted all to 
orebode grandeur to themſelves, adverſity itſelf could not 
er hi-W&<cr[vade them to change their minds, though it were from 
5707: e ſchood to truth“. : | | 
les We have been informed, that the number of the beſieged, 
re ſupt f every age, and of both ſexes, male and female, was. fix 


bk Cla 
mone 
time g 
mente 
retire 
ate fe 
us th; 


Sima 


ſuperi undred thouſand 1. There were weapons for all that could 
„ „ell barry them, and more than could be expected, for their 
* lumber were bold enough to do ſo. The men and the wo- 
unden were equally obſtinate; and when they ſuppoſed they 
and ere to be carried captive, they were more afraid of life 
und chan of death. 4 77 


Againſt this city and nation Titus Cæſar reſolved to fight, 
by ramparts and ditches, ſince the ſituation of the place did 
not admit of taking it by ſtorm or ſurprize. He parted the 
duty among the legions ; and there were no farther engage- 
ments, until whatever had been invented for the taking of 
cities by the ancients, or by the ingenuity of the moderns, 
was got ready. IR | 


action 
ad pn 


| as ti! 
„ Won 
an rel 


d vou | 

es wel | ANN aN Book. XV. 

brigſ Ngo, in order to flifle the rumour [as if he had himſelf 
aſhes ( ſet Rome on fire], aſcribed it to thoſe people who were 


e opeſ hated for their wicked practices, and called by the vulgar 


Chriſtians : theſe he puniſhed exquiſitely. The author of 
this name was Chrift, who in the reign of Tiberius was 
falem | f2 brought 
ſupport r i 

ad, as 
„ he Y 
Ve null 
hout 4 
temptil 
ruled 


Poiſon 
ig. B. 


This interpretation and reflections are in Joſephus, Antiq. B. VI. 
ch. v. § 4. vol. II. 5 1 

i The number 600,000 for the beſieged is no where in Joſephus, but 
is there for the poor buried at the public charge, Antiq. B. V. ch. xiii. 
$ 7. which might be about the number of the beſieged, under Ceſtius 
Gallus, though they were many more aſterward ar Titus's fiege, as Joſc- 
phus implies, Antiq. B. VI. ch. ix. $ 3. 


64 DISSERTATION III. 


brought to puniſhment by Pontius Pilate the procurator“ 
For the preſent this perniciovs ſuperſtition was in part ſup 


eſteem with Havercamp, the lafl editor of Joſephus, that befW:;y yet 
thinks they not only deſerve to be read, but almoſt to be herfection 


— 


preſſed, but it brake out again, not only over Judea, wh-noCIR, I 
this miſchief firſt ſprang, but in the city of Rome allo, vi the 1 
ther do run from every quarter and make a noite, all Hern m. 
flagrant and ſhameful enormities. At firſt, therefore, the ance?! 
were ſeized who conſeſſed, afterward a vaſt multfude werWW-hriſtiar 
detected by them, and were convicted, not ſo much as real ith wh 
guilty of ſetting the city on fire, but as hating all mankino hey uſe 
nay they made a mock of them as they periſhed, and deſtroy{Wſnere be 
ed them by putting them into the ſkins of wild beaſts, andſifWccuſed |] 
ſetting dogs upon them to tear them to pieces: Some wer uniſhm. 
nailed to croſſes, and others flamed to death: they were al ardon 
uſed in the night-time inſtead of torches, for illumination Wantage 
Nero had offered his own gardens for this ſpectacle. He alen Ch. 
gave them Circenſian games, and dreſſed himſelf like a driWrimes b 
ver of a chariot, ſometimes appearing among the comme uniſfied 
people, ſometimes in the circle itſelf ; whence a commilſer: hoc wh 
tion aroſe, though the puniſhments were levelled at guilty d them 
perſons, and ſuch as deſerved to be made the moſt flagram eſled th 
examples, as if theſe people were deſtroyed, not for the publi bird tin 
advantage, but to ſatisfy the barbarous humour of one man, . 
1 5 ute 3 
N. B. Since I have ſet down all the vile calumnies of Tay ſort 
citus upon the Chriſtians as well as the Jews, it will be pro- Meſerved 
j per, before I come to my obſervations, to ſet down two hea. Hect who 
1 then records in their favour, and thoſe hardly inferior in a hat they 
* tiquily, and of much greater authority than Tacitus, I mea ſual in ſ 
[| Pliny's epiftles to Trajan when he was proconſul of Bithy: 
F: nia, with Trajan's anſwer or reſcript to Pliny, cited by Ter. W 
| þ tullian, Euſebius, and Jerom. Theſe are records of ſo grey. ., 
i 
| ; 
| 


if learned by heart alſo. 1228 
# hat they 
N ; ; ; - any cri 

. * This paſſage ſeems to have been directly taken from Joſephus's ſa· ¶ on in per 

5 mous teſtimony concerning Chriſt, and the Chriſtians, Antiq. B. XVII. 1 * 

ch, iii. f 3. vol. IV. of which Diſlert. I. before. od conſc 
| his by ſue 
| This 1 


PLW oed to 
li, 25—7 
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Plixv's EersTLt to Ta Ajax. 


tor! 
t {up | About A. D. II2, 
en IR, It is my conſtant method to apply myſelf to you for 


Vi. the reſolution of all my doubts, for who can better go- 


lch ern my dilatory way of proceeding, or inſtruct my igno- 
tho ince ? I have never been preſent at the examination of the 
wer hriſtians [by others], on which account I am unacquainted 
real Vith what uſes to be inquired into, and what, and how far 


kind hey uſe to be puniſhed : Nor are my doubts ſmall, whether 


ſtroyſ here be not a diſtinction to be made between the ages [of the 
„ andWccuſed |, and whether tender youth ought to have the ſame 
wer uniſhment with ſtrong men? whether there be not room for 
e all ardon upon repentance “? or whether it may not be an ad- 


ation 
e alſ 
2 dri- 
mo 


antage to one that had been a Chriſtian, that he has forſa- 
ten Chriſtianity? whether the bare name 7, without any 


puniſhed ? In the mean time, I have taken this courſe about 


ſera hoſe who have been brought before me as Chriſtians, I aſk- 
zuilty d them, whether they were Chriſtians or not? If they con- 
gran efled that they were Chriſtians, I aſked them again, and a 
zublic 


hird time, intermixing A with the queſtions : If 
hey perſevered in their confeſſion; I ordered them to be exe- 
uted 4; for I did not. doubt but, let their confeſſion be of 


Man, 


f Tay fort whatſoever, this poſitiveneſs and inflexible obſtinacy 
pro · Mleſerved to be puniſhed; There have been fome of this mad 
hes. Nect whom I took notice of in particular as Roman citizens, 


in an. Nhat they might be ſent to that city ||]. After ſome time, as is 
mean{Wulual in ſuch examinations, the crime ſpread itſelf, and many 
Zithy: | f3 | ” are: 
T : | . N 14 " | IE HET -, 
| = Till now it ſeems repentance was not commonly allowed thoſe that 
8 6 ad been once Chriſtians, but though they recanted, and returned to idpe, 
hat he atry, yet were they commonly put to death, This was perſecution in 
to be erfection! 0 . . 


+ This was the juſt and heavy complaint of the ancient Chriſtians, 


hat they commonly ſuffered for that bare name, without the pretence 
any crimes they could prove againſt them. This was, alſo perſecu- 
ion in perfection! 187 | Cn eee 
Amazing doctrine! that a firm and fixed reſolution of keeping a 
good conſcience Thould be thought without diſpute to deſerve death, and 
his by ſuch comparatively excellent heathens as Pliny and Traian. 
bis was the caſe of St. Paul, who being a citizen of Rome was al- 
Led to appeal wnto Ceſar, and was ſent to Rome accordingly, Acts 
li, 25—29. XXV. 25. XVI. 33. Avü. Weise 
* 


us's ſa- 
XVIII. 


rimes beſides, or the crimes adhering to that name, be to be 
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more caſes came before me. A libel was ſent me, thou unt of 


without an author, containing many names [of perſons accu. Ne many 
ſed.] Theſe denied that they were Chriſtians now, or eve nich ar: 
had been. They called upon the gods, and ſupplicated d to be 
your“ image, which I cauſed to be brought to me for th gion, n. 
purpoſe, with frankincenſe and wine: they alfo + curſei bo, whi 
Chriſt: None of which things, as it is ſaid, can any of tho rrectec 
that are really Chriſtians be compelled to do; ſo I though ken, be 
ſit to let them go. Others of them that were named in tHHities, w 
libel, ſaid they were Chriſtians, but preſently denied it again he ſacr 
that indeed they had been Chriſtians, but had ceaſed to blew pure 
ſo, ſome three years, ſome many more; and one there wappoſe h 
that ſaid, he had not been fo theſe twenty years. All the:Wlacc for 
worſhipped your image, and the images of our gods: theſe 
alſo curſed Chriſt. However, they aſſurdd me, that the main 
of their fault, or of their miſtake, was this, that they were 


wont, on a ſtated day, to meet together before it was light, y Plit 
and to ſing an hymn to Chriſt, as to a god, alternately ; and in « 


to oblige themſelves by a ſacrament [or oath], not to do any; Chriſti 
thing that was ill, but that they would commit no theft, eg can b 
pilfering, or adultery ; that they would not break their pre ſough 
miſes, or deny what was depoſited with them, when it ware to be 
required back again: After which it was their cuſtom to de. Nies himſ 
part, and to meet again at a common but innocent 4 mea by ſup! 
which yet they had leſt off upon that edict which I publiſhedWherly, m 
at your command, and whereig I had forbidden any ſuch con-WMbels ſen: 
venticles, Theſe examinations made me think it necefſary ny accu! 
to inquire by torments, what the truth was, which I did ol examy 
two ſervant maids, which were called deaconefſes ; but ill 
I diſcovered no more, than that they were addicted to a bad some 
and to an extravagant ſuperſtition. Hereupon I have put of W»crous in 


any farther examinations, and have recourle to you, for the ee ver!) 


affair ſeems to be well worth conſultation, eſpecially on ac: wry, 8g 


count 


.* Amazing ſtupidity ! that the Emperor's image, even while he was 

alive, ſhould be allowed capable of divine worſhip, even by ſuch con- 
paratively excellent heathens as Pliny and Trajan! 
L + Take here a parallel account out of the martyrdom of Polycary, 
$9. he proconſul faid, Reproach Chriſt.“ Polycarp replicd, 
« Eighty and ſix years have I now ſerved Chriſt, and h. has never done 
«me the leaſt wrong, how then can I blaſpheme my King and wy 
Saviour: | a 


This muſt moſt probably be the feaft of charity. 


ouph 
accu. 
* Ever 
ed to 
r that 
>urſed 
thoſe 
ought 
in the 
again, 
to be 
e Was 
theſe 
theſe 
| main 
were 
light, 
and 
lo any 
ft, Ct 
r pro- 
it was 
to de. 
meal, 
liſhed 
h con- 
eflary 
did ot 
it (hill 
a bad, 
put off 
or the 
ON ac- 
count 


he was 
n con- 


ycarp, 
replied, 
er done 
od my 


DISSERTATION. III. 67 


unt of the * number of thoſe that are in _ for there 


e many of every age, of every rank, and of both ſexes, 


hich are now and hereafter likely to be called to account, 
d to be in danger, for this ſuperſtition is ſpread like a con- 
gion, not only in cities and towns, but intocountry villages 
ſo, which yet there is reaſon to hope may be ſtopped and 
rreted. To be ſure the temples, which were almoſt for- 
ken, begin already to be frequented ; and the holy ſolem- 
ties, which were long intermitted, begin to be revived. 
he ſacrifices begin to en well every where, of which very 
C purchaſers had of late appeared; whereby it is eaſy to 
;ppoſe how great a multitude of men may be amended, if 
lace for repentance be admitted. 


Trajan's Ee1sTLE fo PLivy. 


y Pliny, you have taken the method which you ought 

in examining the cauſes of thoſe that had been accuſed 
s Chriſtians, for indeed no certain and general form of judg- 
ng can be ordained in this caſe. Theſe people are not to 
de ſought for; but if they be accuſed, and convicted, they 


re to be puniſhed, but with this caution, that he who de- 


ies himſelf to be a Chriſtian, and makes it plain that he is not 
o by ſupplicating to our gods, although he had been ſo for- 
nerly, may be allowed pardon, upon his repentance. As for 
ibels ſent without an author, they ought to have no place in 
ny accuſation whatſoever, for that would be a thihg of very 
example, and not agreeable to my reign. 


* Some of late are very loth to believe that the Chriſtians were nu- 
zerous in the ſecond century, but this is ſuch an evidence that they 
ere very numerous at leaſt in Bithynia, even in the begiuning of that 
entury, as is whol'y undeniable, 
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OBSERVATIONS upon the Paſſages taken out of il" 


1A ir 
CITUS., 3 
1 4+ A1 

I, W * ſee here what great regard che beſt of the Rom; 1 


hiſtorians of that age, Tacitus, had to the hiſt 71. Sin. 
of Joſephus, while, though he never names him, as he ve :..c< 1 
rarely names any of thoſe Roman authors whence he deri ales a 
other parts of his hiſtory, yet does it appear that he refers Chriſt 
his ſeven books of the Jewiſh Wars ſeveral times in a very fe m Jude 
pages, and almoſt always depends on his accounts of the affa 
of the Romans and Parthians, as well as of the Jews, dur mans u 
no fewer than 240 years, to which thoſe books extend. d word 
II. Vet does it appear that when he now and then fl and! 
lowed other hiſtorians or reports concerning the Romans, t1iil to" ef 
Parthians, or the Jews, during that long interval, he w ts upo 
commonly miſtaken in them, and had better have kept clo 1711. S 
to Joſephus than hearken to any of his other authors, or ir Joſeph 
formers, termine 
III. It alſo appears highly probable that Tacitus had ſee de one 
the Antiquities of Joſephus, and knew that the moſt part ¶ imed in 
the accounts he produced of the origin ot the Jewiſh natio achus, z 
entirely contradicted thoſe Antiquities, He alſo could har is moſt 
ly avoid ſeeing that thoſe accounts contradicted one anothe Ty OCCz 
alſo, and were childiſh, abſurd, and ſupportod by no goon Joſe 
evidence whatſoever : as alſo he could hardly avoid ſeeing ntiquit 
that Joſepkus's accounts in thoſe Antiquities were authentic is equal 
ſubſtantial, and thoroughly atteſted to by the ancient record us fo tl 
of that nation, and of the neighbouring nations alſo, whi em. 
indeed no one can now avoid ſeeing, that carefully peruſe ooks, hi 
and conſiders them. en ſo tl 
IV. Tacitus therefore, in concealing the greateſt part o:iminal. 
the true ancient hiſtory of the Jewiſh nation, which lay be-B.ppoſe l 
fore him in Joſephus, and producing ſuch fabulous, ill on, | 
grounded, and partial hiſtories, which he had from the hea- o have! 
thens, acted a moſt unfair part: and this procedure of his 118 nation 
here the more groſs, in regard he profeſſed ſuch great im., igions, 
partiality, Hiſt. B. I. ch. i. and is allowed to have obſervelWvns we 
that impartiality 3 in the Roman affairs alſo, - dlicatior 
V. Tacitus's hatred and contempt of God's peculiar peo- VIII. 
ple, the Jews, and his attachment to the groſſeſt idolatry, ſu- Ntanding 


perftition, Mracitus, 


Jews 
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ſtition, and aſtral fatality of the Romans, were therefore 
rong in him, as to overbear all reſtraints of ſober reaſon 
| equity in the caſe of thoſe Jews, though he be allowed 
exactly to have followed them on other occaſious relating 
he Romans. 

J. Since therefore Tacitus was ſo bitter againſt the Jews, 
I fince he knew that Chrift was a Jew himlelf; and that his 


ut of 


Rom; 
hiſto 


he ve 


* pſtles and firſt followers were Jews; and alſo knew that 

1 > Chriſtian religion was derived into the Roman provinces 

we: m Judea, it is no wonder that his hatred and contempt of 
| 


Jews extended *tſelf to the Chriſtians alſo, whom the 


duri ans uſually confounded with the Jews: as therefore his 


d. 10 rd words of the Jews appear to have been generally ground- 
2 8 5 s, and hurt his own reputation, inſtead of theirs, ſo ought 
8 > to eſteem his alike hard words of the Chriſtians to be 


ts upon his own character, and not upon theirs. 

VII. Since therefore Tacitus, ſoon after the publication 
Joſephus's Antiquities, and in contradiction to them, was 
termined to produce ſuch idle ſtories about the Jews, and 
ce one of thoſe idle ſtories is much the ſame with that pu- 


t clol 
or it 


id ſee 


part "iſhed in Joſephus againſt Apion, from Manetho and Lyſi- 
oY achus, and no where elſe met with ſo fully in all antiquity, 
. is moſt probable that thoſe Antiquities of Joſephus were the 


ry occaſion of Tacitus giving us theſe ſtories, as we know 


800 om Joſephus himſelf, Contr. Apion, B. I. 5 1. that the ſame 

ci ntiquities were the very occaſion of Apion's publication of 

mJ is equally ſcandalous ſtories about them, and which Joſe- 
7 


hus ſo thoroughly confuted in his two books written againſt 
em. And if Tacitus, as I ſuppoſe, had alſo read theſe two 
ooks, his procedure in publiſhing ſuch ſtories, after he had 
en ſo thorough a confutation of them, was ſtill more highly 
riminal. Nor will Tacitus's fault be much leſs, though we 
ppoſe he neither ſaw the Antiquities, nor the books againſt 
pion, becauſe it was ſo very eaſy for him, then at Rome, 
o have had more authentic accounts of the origin of the Jew- 
a nation, and of the nature of the Jewiſh and Chriſtian re- 
igions, from the Jews and Chriſtians themſelves, which he 
wns were very numerous there in his days; ſo that his pu- 
dlication of ſuch idle ſtories is ſtill utterly inexcuſable. 

VIII. It is therefore very plain, after all, that notwith- 
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tion, Lacitus, and hard ſuſpicions upon Joſephus, that all the (in- 


voluntary} 


— 


” 
— — — — >——— — 
— 2 2 P >. ” 8 2 Pp F 
7 — . 
4 - = -0 - d p a ho, Mi 
— * : * * * _ \ > — — -- 2 
. - 
— - — * 
e er 3 — 
3 2 EE - P - 7 g = 2 2 — * 4 4 —— - 1 = . 5 _ 
— ITE. * V — — 
a * 12 — _ g — — i 4 — ———— — my — 
- b — — — — — — y * 
— 5 — _. . — 5 l : =— 5 


n gf 
EE 


— 


anding the encomiums of ſeveral of our learned critics upon 


— 
* 5 


* — 
2 * - 
— - 
— —— 
5 — 7 5 


70 DISSERTATION III. 


voluntary) miſtakes of Joſephus, in all his large works 
together, their qua/ity, as well as guantity, conſidered, 
not amount to near ſo great a ſum, as do theſe groſs en 
and miſrepteſentations of Tacitus's about the Jews amoun 
in a feu pages, fo little reaſon have ſome of our later ard 
ſer critics to prefer the Greek and Roman profane hiſton 
and writers to the Jewiſh, and particularly to Joſephvs. $% 
later and leſſer critics ſhould have learned more judgment; 
modeſty from their great father Joſeph Scaliger, when, as 
have ſeen, after all bis deeper inquiries, he ſolemnly p 
nounces, De Emend. Temp. Pro/ygom. p. 17. That © J 
„ phus was the moſt diligent and the greateſt lover of tn 
of all writers;“ and is not afraid to afirm, That * 
more ſaſe to believe him, not only as to the affairs oft 
* Jews, but alſo as to thoſe that are foreign to them, than! 
„ the Greek and Latin writers, and this becauſe his fidel 
and compaſs of learning are every where conſpicuous,” 
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\BLE of 3 Wrronrs and Mrasvxks, particularly i 
of thoſe mentioned 1 in Joszeaus's Works, 23 


Of the Toons Meaſures of Lexcrtu, at 


at Re Inches. Feet. Inches, 60 
rs OfHCubit, the ſtandard, - 27 - 1 9 i 
than Zereth or large ſpan, 104 » 0 © 11 
ac wal s. „% [i 
20us "WF Palin or hand's breadth, - 3+ - © © 1 
* Inch or thumb's breadth, 7M Ea © a8 | 

Digit or finger's' breadth, - 85's: - 050 

Orgyia or fathom; — - 8 5, 7 0 

Ezekiel's Cannch or EST - 126 - Io 6 

Arabian Cannah or pole, 168 - 14 © 

Schænus, line, or chain, - 1680 - 140 © 

Sabbath-day's journey, 42000 3500 0® 

Jewiſh mile, - - 84000 — #4990 © 

Stadium or furlong, BED: 7 209 6 

Paraſang, - - 252000 21000 . 
\ BI "+ 4 EB DI 

Of the Jewiſh Meaſures of Cargcity. 
| Cub. Inches. Pints or Pounds. 

Bath or Epha, - oY 27S - - 283 

Corus or Chomer, - fon % 270 

Seah or Saton, _ 269 ,001 9 „266 

Ditto e to Joſephus 828 „28 28 „3 

Hin, -. 134 354; - 4 ,4633 

Ditto -codding't to Joſephus 414 ,12 = I4 ,3 

Omer or Aſſaron, — 80 „727 2 „78 

* i WERTL © ah 1 ,544 

Log, pens. ; NA 39 

Metretes or Lo bv, firkin, 207 - vo 125 
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Of the Jewiſh Wricurs and Coins. 


J 
| 
5 
. 


| | 
Stater, Siclus, or ſhekel of the ſanQuary, the 
ſtandard, - - - 0 
Tyrian Coin, equal to the ſhekel, — 2 
Bekah, half of the ſhekel, - - O 
Drachma Attica, one-fourth, - - 0 
Drachma Alexandrina, or Darchmon, or A- 
darchmon, one-half, - 0 
Gerahy or Obolus, one-twentieth, - O 


Maneh, or Mna—100 ſhekels in weight—21900 | 
grains Troy. 
Maneh, Mna, or Mina, as a coin,—60 ſhekels, 7 1 


Talent of filver, 3000 ſhekels, - 375 
Drachma of gold not more than - 2 
Shekel of gold not more than 8 
Daric of gold, - - - I 
Talent of gold not more than - 648 


8 


TABLE of the EWISH MoxrTas in Joſephus, and others, wil 
the names of the Syromacedonian names Joſephus gives then 
and of the Julian or Roman Months correſponding to them, 


Hebrew Names. Syromacedonian Names. - Roman Names. 
(1) Niſan Xanthicus March and April 
(2) Jyar Artemiſius April and May 
(3) Sivan Deſius May and lune 
(4) Tamuz Panemus Tune and July 
(5) Ab Lous July and Auguft 
(6) Elul Gorpizus Auguſt and September 
(7) Tifri HFyperberetæus September and October 
(8) Marheſvan Dius October and November 
09) Caſleu Apellæus November & December D 
(10) Tebeth Audinezus December and January Var, 
(11) Shebat Peritius January and February 
(12) Adar Dyſtrus February and March 


() Ve Adar, or 
The ſecond Adar, intercalated. 
| | ANTI. 


6 


2 * * 
_ 4 * N * 
3 * — 598" r * 
. — o 
22 2 FE. 
— - _ WD 


| 
| 
. 


— — 
— — — » now gr en” 7 


———U— — 


4 


4 


a TO” 5 9 — — — — 
— r —— — — . ——— 2 — ꝶꝶ67C—ͥ —_— 


irre 


OF THE 


2 2 — 
b _ —} — — = — — — 
— 5 


mber 


Qober 


ember 


"> 


Nor. 5 | 


ember 
wary 
ary 


ch 


themſe 
in com 
tion fo 
hiſtori. 
c*cned 
but ra! 
E ance; 
are dri 
in the 
ting tl 
* 
facts o 
benefit 
the fat 
Now « 
feſs th 
myſelt 
Roma 
concly 
cauſe 
in the 

2. 
it will 
it will 
gover! 


® /F1 
thy the 
of the 1 


+ 1 


e 


. * THOSE who undertake to write hiſtories, do not, 
5 I perceive, take that trouble on one and the v 
Jſame account, but for many reaſons, and thoſe ſuch as are Jt 
very different one from another: For ſome of them apply 
themſelves to this part of learning to ſhew their great Kill 
in compoſition, and that they may therein acquire a reputk- | 
tion for ſpeaking finely; others of them there are who write 14 
hiſtories, in we to gratify thoſe that 1 ve to be con- [| 


F< 


ctrned in them, and on that account have ſpared no-pains, 
but rather gone beyond their own abilities in the perform- 
E ance ; bit others there are, who of neceſſity, and by force, TH 
are driven to write hiftory, becauſe they were concerned | 
in the facts, and ſo cannot excuſe themſelves from commit- * 
ting them to writing, for the advantage of poſterity ; nay 1H 
there are not a few who are induced to draw their hiſtorical 140 
facts out of darkneſs into light, and to produce tbem for the bal 
benefit of the public, on account of the great importance of Fa 
the facts themſelves with which they have been concerned. 
Now of theſe ſeveral reafons for writing hiſtory, I muſt pro- 
feſs the two laſt were my own reaſons allo : for fince I was 
myſelf intereſted in that war which we Jews had with the 
Romans, and knew myſelf its particular actions, and what 
concluſion it had, I was forced to give the hiſtory of it, be- 
cauſe I ſaw that others perverted the truth of thoſe actions 
in their writings. | 7 

2. Now. I have undertaken the preſent work, as thinking 
it will appear to all the + Greeks worthy of their ſtudy ; for 
it will contain all our antiquities, and the conſtitution of our 
government, as interpreted out of the Hebrew ſcriptures. 

| 832 


This preface of Joſephus's is excellent in its kind, and highly wor- 
thy the repeated peruſal of the reader, before he ſet about the peruſal 
of the work itſell. 4 


+ '1 hat is, all the Gentiles, both Greeks and Romans. 
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And indeed I did formerly intend, when I * wrote of tiff 
War, to explain who the Jewsdriginally were; what fortune ly amb 
they had been ſubject to; and by what legiſlator they ha conſtit! 
been inſtructed in piety, and the exerciſe of other virtus eek 1 
what wars alſo they had made in remote ages, till they wer" ber 
unwillingly engaged in this laſt with the Romans: But bi ores 
cauſe this work would take up a great compafs, I ſeparate erwiſe 
it into a ſet treatiſe by itſelf, with a beginning of its e the 
and its own concluſion; but in proceſs of time, as uſually eſteem 
happens to ſuch as undertake great things, I grew wear cordiny 
and went on ſlowly, it being a large ſubjeQ, and a difficu:i det © 
thing to tranſlate our hiſtory into a foreign, and to us una be m 
cCuſtomed language. However, ſome . there were wb cbt 
deſired to know our hiſtory, and ſo exhorted me to go e A 
with it; and above all the reſt + Epaphroditus, a man whois the lay 
a lover of all kind of learning, but is principally delighted witli © ihe 
the knowledge of hiſtory, and this on account of his have - Dad 
been himſelf concerned in great affairs, and many turns ge © 
fortune, and having ſhewn a wonderful vigour of an excellent i yon 
nature, and an immoveable virtuous reſolution in them all." 9 
I yielded to this man's perſuaſions, who always excites ſuch Pim 
as have abilities in what is uſeful and acceptable, tojoin their ren io 
endeavours with his. I was allo aſhamed myſelf to permit opoſed 
any lazineſs of diſpoſition to have a greater influence upon me, ad do n 
than the delight of taking pains in ſuch ſtudies as were very 3 


uſeful; I thereupon ſtirred up myſelf, and went on with my mem. 
work more cheerfully. Beſides the foregoing motives, I had Son 
others which I greatly reflected on; and theſe were, that erted i 
our forefathers were willing to communicate ſuch things to joſe th: 
others; and that ſome of the Greeks took conſiderable pains 1 
to know the affairs of our nation. | | vt und: 
3. I found therefore that the ſecond of the Ptolemies was at a6 
a King who was extraordinary diligent in what concerned «ly? N 
| learning *® 5 

| | z1TANCEC 

* We may ſeaſonably note here, that Joſephus wrote his ſeven books ich lie 
of the Jewiſh War long before he wrote theſe his Antiquities. Thoſe aſt diff 
books of the War were publiſhed about, A. D. 75, and theſe Antiqui- ardy a 
nies A. D. 93 about eighteen years later. 3 e acti 

This Epaphroditus was certainly alive in the third year of Trajan, 


A. D. 100. See the note on Antiq. B. I. againſt Apion, { x vol. VI. | eren 
Who he was we do not Know; for as to Epaphroditus, the freed man of | 
Nero, and afterwards Domitian's ſecretary, who was put to death by 
Domitian in the 14th or 15th year of his reign, he could not be alive 
in the third of Trajan. ; | 
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rning, and the collection of books; that he was alſo pecu- 
ly ambitious to procure a tranſlation of our law, and of 
conſtitution of our government therein contained, into the 
eek tongue. Now Eleazar the high prieſt, one not infe- 
r to any other of that dignity among us, did not eavy the 
e-named King the participation of that advintage, which 
erwiſe he would for certam have denied him, but that he 
ew the cuſtom of our nation was, to hinder nothing of what 
eſteemed ourſelves from being communicated to others. 
cordingly I thought it became me, both to imitate the ge- 
Wroſity of our high prieſt, and to ſuppoſe there might even 
be many lovers of learning like the King; for he did 
t obtain all our writings at that time ; but thoſe who were 
t to Alexandria as interpreters, gave him only the books 
the law, while there were a vaſt number of other matters 
our ſacred books. They indeed contain in them the hiſto- 
of five thouſand years; in which time happened many 
ange accidents, many chances of war, and great actions of 
e commanders, and mutations of the form of our govern- 
ent. Upon the whole, e man that will purſue this hiſtory, 
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1 * ay principally learn from it, that all events ſucceed well, 
their en to an incredible degree, and the reward of felicity is 


opoſed by God]; but then it is to thoſe that follow his will, 
id do not venture to break his excellent laws; and that ſo 
r as men. any way apoſtatize from the accurate obſervation 


ermit 
n me, 


"pa them ® what was practicable before becomes. impractica- 
had De; and whatſoever they ſet about as a good thing is con- 
that Mrted into an incurable calamity. And now I exhort all 
gs to boſe that peruſe theſe books, to apply thei: minds to God; 


d to examine the mind of our legiſlator, whether he hath 
ot underſtood his nature in a manner worthy of him; and 
ath not ever aſcribed to him ſuch operations as become his 
ower, and hath not preſerved his writings from thoſe inde- 
mt fables which others have framed, although, by the great 
:itance of time when he lived, he might have ſecurely forged 
ook; Ich lies; for he lived two thouſand years ago: At which 
"hoſe Naſt diſtance of ages the poets themſelves have not been fo 
iqui-Nardy as to fix even the generations of their gods, much leſs 
e actions of their men, or their own laws. As I proceed 


pains 
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1 72 herefore, I ſhall accurately deſcribe what is contained in our 
© of E records 
by 


live Joſephus here plainly alludes to the famous Greek proverb, F Gee 
with us, every thing that is impoſſible becemes poſſible. 
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the world; and by perſuading them, that we men are! 
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records, in the order of time that belongs to them; 
—_ 2 promiſed ſo to do een, this . 
N is without adding any thing to what is therein 
tained, or Fanny away any thing therefrom. 
F - But becaule almoſt all our conſtitution depends on 
3 om of Moſes, our legiſlator, I canuot avoid ſaying ſq 
ky at concerning him before hand, though I ſhall do it bi 
Y 3 * mean, becauſe otherwiſe thoſe that read my books n 
7 er how it comes to paſs, that my diſcourſe, which 
ws 3 3 of laws and hiſtorical facts, contains | 
_ philoſophy. Ihe reader is therefore to Know, i 
oy + eemed it exceeding neceſſary ,that he who would: 
s own life well, and give laws to others, in thek 
as ſhould conſider the divine nature; and upon the conte 
r of God's operations, ſhould thereby imitate the 
— patterns, ſs far as it is poſſible for human nature to 
- to endeavour to follow after it; neither could the 
85 ator himſelf have a right mind without ſuch a conteny 
ion; nor would any thing he ſhould write tend to the g 
le. of virtue in his readers; I mean, unleſs they be tai 
. of all, that God is the Father and Lord of all thin 
and ſees all things, and that thence he beſtows an happy 
upon thoſe that follow bim; but plunges ſuch as 5 | 
_ in the paths of virtue in inevitable miſeries, N 
when Moſes was deſirous to teach this leſſon to his coun 
2 he did not begin the eſtabliſiment of his laws after 
me manner that other legiſlators did; I mean, upon contra 
and other rights between one man and another, but by n 
ing their minds upwards to regard God, and his creation 
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moſt excellent of the creatures of God upo 
* once he had brought them to ſaber 3 
eaſily perſuaded them to ſubmit in all other things: For 
to wt legiſlators, they followed fables, and by their d 
o"_ es transferred the moſt reproachful of buman vices u 
ot e gods, and ſo afforded wicked menthe moſt plauſible ei 
cuſes for their crimes ; but as for our legiſlator, when he h 
2 demonſtrated that God was pofſefled of perfect virto 
e ſuppoſed that men alſo ought to ſtrive after the partid 
potion of itz and on thoſe _—_ did n6t ſo think, and ſo bt 
2 he inflicted the ſevereſt puniſhments. I exhort ther 
re my readers to examine this whole undertaking in ti 


view: for thereby it will appear to them, that there is u 


m fo | 
lertaki 


erein ( 


PREFACE: 79 
therein diſagreeable either to the majeſty of God, or 


s love to mankind ; for all things have here a reference 
e nature of the univerſe 3 while our legiſlator ſpeaks 
> things wiſely, but enigmatically, and others under a 
nt allegory, but ſtill explains ſuch things as required a 
& explication plainly and expreſsly. However, thoſe 
have a mind to know the reafons of every thing may 
here a very curious philoſophical theory, which I now 
ed ſhall wave the explication of, but if God afford me 
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now, i 

ould ie for it,“ I will ſet about writing it after I have finiſhed 
2 the preſent work. I ſhall now betake myſelf to one hiſto- 
e conte before me, after I have firſt mentioned what Moſes ſays 
> the he creation of the world, which I find deſcribed in the 
Ire to red books after the manner following 
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As to this intended work of Joſephus's concerning the reaſons of 
y of the Jewiſh laws and what philoſophical or allegorical ſenſe 
y would bear, the loſs of which work is by ſome of the learned net 
ch regretted, I am inclipable, in part, to Fabricius's opinion ap. Ha- 


UI th amp, p. 63, 64. That © we necd not doubt but; among ſome vain 
appy and ſrigid conjeRures derived from Jewiſh imaginations, 1323 
ould have taught us a greater number of excellent and uſeful things, 


8 do 1 
8. N. 


hich perhaps no body, neither, among the Jews, nor among the 
Chriſtians, can now inform us of; ſo that I would give a great deal 
to find it ſtill extant,” 
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Containing the Interval of 3833 Years. 


[From the CREATION to the Death of Isaac. ] 


4; 2 & 4 
CHAP. I. y 
be Conſtitution of the World, and the diſpofition of the Ele- 
. ments, | | 


| 8 8 | 
1. Þ* the beginning God created the heaven and the 

earth. But when the earth did not come into fight, 

ut was covered with thick darkneſs," and a wind moved 
pon its ſurface, God commanded that there ſh6uld be light: 
nd when that was made, he conſidered the whole maſs, and 
parated the light and the darkneſs ; and the name he gave 
done was Night, and the other he called Day: and he 
amed the beginning of light, and the time of reſt, the 
vening and the Morning. And this was indeed the rf 
ay. But Moſes ſaid it was one day; the cauſe of which I 
m able to give even now, but becauſe I have promiſed to 
ive ſuch reaſons for all things in a treatiſe by itſelf, I ſhall 
ut off its expoſition till that time. After this, on the ſe- 
ond day, he placed the heaven over the whole world, and 
parated it from the other parts, and he determined it ſhould 
and by itſelf. He alfo placed a criſtalline '\ firmament ] 
ound it, and put it together in a manner agreeable to the 
arth, and fitted it for giving moiſture and rain, and for af- 
erding the advantage of dews. On the third day he ap- 
Vora. A. _ pointed 
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Book 


pointed the dry land to appear, with the ſea itſelf round x 


bout it; and on the very ſame day he made the plants ay 
the ſeeds to ſpring out- of the earth. On the fourth day he 
adorned the heaven with the ſun, the moon, and the othe 
ſtars, and appointed them their motions and courſes, that th 


viciſſitudes of the ſeaſons might be clearly fignified. And a 
the fifth day he produced the living creatures, both thoſe thullif 
ſwim, and thoſe that fly; the former in the ſea, the latter i 


the air: He alfo ſorted them as to ſociety, and mixture fy 


procreation, and that their kinds might increaſe and multipl,,f 


On the fixth day he created the four-footed beaſts, and made 
them male and female: On the ſame day he alſo formel 
man. Accordingly Moſes ſays, that in juſt fix days the worli 
and all that is therein was made. And that the ſeventh dy 
was a Teſt, and a releaſe from the labour of ſuch operations; 
whence it is that we cel rate a ref from our labours 0 
that day, and call it the Sabbath; which word denotes Re 
in the Hebrew tongue. . 

2. Moreover Moſes, after the ſeventh day was over“ 
begins to talk philoſophically ; and concerning the formation 
of man ſays thus, That God took duſt from the ground, an 
formed + man, and inſerted in him a ſpirit and a foul. Thi 
man was called Adam, which in the Hebrew tongue figni- 
fies one that is red, becauſe he was formed out of red earl 
compounded together; for of that kind is virgin and true 
earth. God alſo preſented the living creatures, when he had 
made them, according to their kinds, both male and female, 
to Adam, and gave them thoſe names by which they are 1 

| calle 


Since Joſephus in his Preface, $ 4. fays, That Moſes wrote fome 
things enigmatically, ſome allegorically, and the reſt in plain words, ſine 
in his account of the firſt chapter of Geneſis, and the three firſt verſe 
of the ſecond, he gtves us no hints of any myſtery” at all; but when he 
here comes to ver. 4, &c. he ſays, that Moſes, after the ſeventh day 
was over, begau to talk 8 it is not very improbable that he 
underſtood the reſt of the ſecond and the third chapters in ſome enig- 
matical, or allegorical, or philoſophical ſenſe, The change of the name 
of God juſt at this place, from Elobim to Fehovah Elobim ; from God to 
Lord God, in the Hebrew, Samaritan, and Septuagint, does alſo not 4 
little favour ſome ſuch change in the narration or conſtruction. 

+ We may obſerve here, that Joſephusſuppcſed man to be compound. 
ed of ſpirit, ſoul, and body, with St. Paul, 1 Theſſ. v. 23. and the reſt d 
the ancients * He elſewhere ſays alſo, That the blood of animals wi 
forbidden to be eaten, as having in it ſoul and ſpirit, Antiq. B. Ill. 
chap. xi. $ 2. 8 | | | 
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THE IZ WO. 53 


ned. But when he ſaw that Adam had no female com- 
mion, no ſociety, for there was no ſuch created, and that 
wondered at the other animals which were male and fe- 


ap, I. 


ae, he laid him aſleep, and took away one of his ribs, and 


at of it formed the woman; whereupon Adam knew her 
hen ſhe was brought to him, and acknowledged that ſhe 
as made out of himſelf. Now a woman is called in the 
ebrew tongue a; but the name of this woman was Eve, 
hich ſignifies the Mother of all living. 
3. Moſes ſays farther, that God planted a paradiſe in the 
aſt, flouriſhing with all forts of trees; and that among them 
ras the Tree of Life, and another of Knowledge, whereby 
as th be known what was Good and Evil; And that when 
he had brought Adam and his wife into this garden, he com- 
anded them to take care of the plants, Now the garden 
as watered by one river, which ran round about the whole 
arth, and was parted into four parts. And Phiſon, which 
denotes a Multtude, running into India, makes its exit in- 
o the ſea, aud is by the Greeks called Ganges. Euphrates 
alſo, as well as Tigris, goes down into the + Red Sea. Now 
the name Euphrates, or Phrath, denotes either a Diſpenſion, 
or a Flower: by Tigris or Diglath, is ſignified what ir wit, 
with narrowneſs : and Geon runs through Egypt, and de- 
notes what iet from the Eaſt, which he Greeks call Nz/e. 
4. God therefore commanded that Adam and his wife 
ſhould eat of all the reſt of the plants, but to abſtain from 
| A 2 the 
* Whence this ſtrange notion came, which yet is not peculiar to Jo- 
ſephus, but, as Dr. Hudſon ſays here, is derived from elder authors, as 
if four of the greateſt rivers in the world, running two of them at vaſt 
ditances from the other two, by ſome means or other watered Paradiſe, 
is hard to ſay. Only ſinf Joſephus has already appeared to ullegoriſe 
this Hiſtory, and takes notice that theſe four names had a particular 
ſigniſication; Phiſon for Ganges, a Multitude ; Phrath for Euphrates, 
eicher a Diſperſion or a Flower; Diglath for Tigris, what is ſwift, with 
narrowneſs; and Geon for Nile, what ariſe: from the Eaft, we perhaps 
miſtake him when we ſuppoſe he literally means thoſe ſour rivers ; 


clpecially as to Geon or Nile, which ariſes from the Eaft, while he very 


well knew the literal Nile ariſes from the South; theugh what farther 
1 ſenſe he had in view, is now, I fear, impoſſible to be deter- 
mined. 

+ By the Red Sea is not here meant the Arabian Gulph, which alone 
we now call by that name, but all that South Sea, which included the 
Red Sea, and the Perſian Gulph, as far as the Eaſt Indies; as Reland 
ard Hutgfon here truly note, from the old geographers, | | 


\ — — 
14 


— — lg "—_—_r 3 


— 


— 
ano Gee 2 
ig 


= 


" %, Wl 


3 ANTIQUITIES OF Boo 


the Tree of Knowledge; and foretold to them, that if H 


touched it, it would prove their deſtruction. But While 
the living creatures had * one language at that time, the 80 
pent, which then lived together with Adam and his witz 
ſhewed an envious diſpoſition, at his ſuppoſal of their Irvin 


happily, and in obedience to the commands of God; ali 


imagining, that when they diſobeyed them, they would f. 


into calamities, he perſuaded the woman, out of a malicioulii 
intention, to taſte of the Tree of Knowledge, telling then 


that in that tree was the Know/edpe of Good and Evi, 


which knowledge, when they ſhould obtain, they would lea 


an happy life, nay a life not inferior to that of a god : H 
which means he overcame the woman, and perſuaded Wer u 
deſpiſe the command of God. Now when ſhe had taſted d 
that tree, and was pleaſed with, its fruit, ſhe perſuaded Adan 
to make uſe of it alſo, Upon this they perceived that they 
were become naked to one another; and being aſhamed thu 
to appear abroad, they invented ſomewhat to cover them; for 
the tree ſharpened their underſtanding ; and they coverel 
themſelves with fig-leaves; and tying theſe before them, out 
of modeſty, they t ought they were happier than they wen 
before, as they had diſcovered what" they were in want of. 
But when God came into the garden, Adam, who was won 
before to come and converſe with him, being conſcious of hi 
wicked behaviour, went' out of the way. This behaviour 
ſurpriſed God; and heaſked what was the cauſe of this his 
procedure? And why he that before delighted in that cor 
verſation, did now fly from it, and avoid it? When he made 

| no 


* Hence it appcars, that 2 thought ſe veral, at leaſt, of the 
brute animals, particularly the Serpent, cayld ſpeak before the Fall, 
And I think*few 'of the more perfe& kinds bf thoſe animals want the 

organs of ſperch at this day. Many inducenients there are alfo toa 
notion, that the ' preſent ſtate they are in is not their original ſtate; 
and that their capacities have been once much greater than we now ſet 
them, and are capable of being reſtored to their former condition. But 
us to this moſt ancient, and authentic, and probably allegorical account 
of that grand affair of the fall of our firſ parents, I have ſomewhat 
more to ſay in way of conjecture, but being only a conjecture, I omit 
it: Only thus far, that the imputation of the fin of our firſt parents te 
their poſterity, auy farther than as ſome way the cauſe or occaſion of 
man's mortality, ſeems almoſt entirely groundleſs; and that both man, 
and the other ſubordinate creatures, are hereafter to be delivered frem 
the curſe then brought upon them, and at laſt to be delivered from that 
bondage of corruption; Rom. viii. 19—12. | ; 
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THE JEWS. : 


o reply, as conſcious to himſelf that he had tranſgreſſed the 
ommand of God, God ſaid, ** 1 had before determined a- 
bout you both, how you might lead an happy life, without 
any affliction, and care, and vexation of ſoul; and that all 
W things which might contribute to your enjoyment and plea- 
WW ſure ſhould grow up by my providence, of their own ac- 
cord, without your own labour and pains-taking z which 


HAP., J. 


liciuſtate of labour and pains-taking would ſoon bring on old 
then age, and death would not be at any remote diſtance: But 
Ei now thou haſt abuſed this my good will, and haſt diſobey- 
1d leu ed my commands; for thy filence is not the ſign of thy 
d: N virtue, but of thy evil conſcience.“ However, Adam ex- 
rer i cuſed his ſin, and intreated God not to be angry at him, and 
Red laid the blame of what was done upon his wife; and ſaid, 
Adin chat he was deceived by her, and thence became an offender; 
t the While ſhe again accuſed the Serpent. But God allotted him 
d thupuniſhment, becauſe he weakly fubmitted to the counſel of 
mz for his wife; and faid, the ground ſhould not henceforth: yield 


vered its fruits of its own accord, but that when it ſhould be harral- 
n, ou {Fed by their labour, it ſhould bring forth ſome of its fruits, 
- were and refuſe to bring forth others. He allo made Eve liable to 
nt of Wtbe inconveniency of breeding. and the ſharp-pains of bring- 
om ing forth children, and this becauſe ſhe perſuaded Adam 
of hs VWwith the ſame arguments wherewith the Serpent had perſua- 


viour WF ded her, and had thereby brought him into a calamitous con- 


lis bis dition. He alſo deprived the Serpent of ſpeech, out of in- 
t con: dignation at his malicious diſpoſition towards Adam. Be- 
made ſides this, he inſerted poiſon under his tongue, and made him 
no an enemy to men: and ſuggeſted to them that they ſhould 
direct their ſtrokes againſt his head; that being the place 

of the wherein lay his miſchievous deſigns towards men, and it be- 
: ye. ing eaſieſt to take vengeance on him that way: And when 
5 he had depriyed him of the uſe of his feet, he made him to 
Rate; So rolling all along, and dragging hiraſelf upon the ground. 
ow ſee And when Se lhe penalties for them, he re- 
Bu moved Adam and Eve out of the garden into another place. 


ewha | 'CH,4 FP: H. 
| onit concerning the Phfterity of Adam, and the ten generations 
* | from 22 to the Delage. na 


man, r. A Dau and Eve had two ſons; the elder of them was 
7 ; named Cain, which name, When it is interpreted, 
: ignifies a Peſſeſſion. The younger was Abel, which fignifies 

| ; A 3 | Sorrow. 
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Sorrow. They had alſo daughters. Now the two breth:«llf 
were pleaſed with different courſes of life; for Abel, wil 
younger, was a lover of righteouſneſs, and believing that Gali 


was .prelentat all higatins, he excelled in virtue; and hi 
employment was that of a ſhepherd./Byy-Cain was not onh 


very wicked in other reſpects, but was wholly intent upq 


getting; and he firſt contrived to plough the ground. He ley 
is brother on the occafion following: They had reſolved t, 
ſacrifice to God. Now Cain brought the fruits of the earth 


and of his huſbandry; but Abel brought milk, and the fri 


fruits of his locks: but God was more delighted with thy 
latter oblation, when he was honoured with what grew naty, 
rally of its own accord, than he was with what was the inven 
tion of a covetous man, and gotten by forcing the ground; 
whence it was that Cain was very angry that Abel was prefex 
red by God before him, and he flew his brother, and hid hi 
dead body, thinking to eſcape diſcovery, But God, knowing 
what had been done, came to Cain, and aſked bim, Wha 
was become of his brother? becauſe he had not ſeen him d 
many days, whereas he uſed to obſerve . them converſing to 
gether at other times. But Cain was in doubt with himlclf 
and knew not what anſwer to give to God. At firſt he faid, 
that he was himſelf at a loſs about his brother's diſappearing; 
but when he was provoked by God, who preſſed him vebe. 
mently, as reſclving to know what the matter was, he replied 
He was not his brother's guardian or keeper, bor was be 
an obſerver of what he did. But in return God convictel 
Cain, as having been the murderer of his brother ; and faid, 
J wonder at thee, that thou knoweſt not what is become 
of a man whom thou thyſelf haſt deſtroyed.“ God there 
fore did not inflit the puniſhment [of death] upon him, on 


account of his offering facrifice, and thereby making ſupplics 


tion to him not to be extreme in his wrath to him, but be 
made him accurſed, and threatened his poſterity in the ſe venib 
generation. He alſo caſt bim, together with bis wife, ont 
of that land. And when he was afraid, that in wandering + 
| N e 
St. John's account of the reaſon why God accepted the facrifice df 
Abel, and rejected that of Cain; as alſo why Cain flew Abel, on account 
of that his acceptànce with God, is much better than this of Joſephvs's: 


11 mean, becauſe Gain was. of the evil cue, aud flew his Brut er. Ard 


at berefure New be him 2 Becauſe his oa] works dere cui, and his bro- 
be righteaus, 1 Job. iii. 12. Joſephus's reaſon ſeems to be no better 
than a Phazifaical notion or tcaditi on. 
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the ſhould fall among wild beaſts, and by that means 
ih; God bid him not to entertain ſuch a melanchgly 
picion, and to go overall the earth without fear of what 
(chief he might ſuffer: fron gv · Bent“ and etting a 
rk upbf Bi Kar hermight be known, he edmmafded 
e I EST 

2. And when Cain had'travelled over many countries, he, 
ith his wife, built a city, named Nod, which is a place ſo 
led, and there he ſettled his cbode ; where alſo he had 
ildren. However, he did not accept of his puniſhment in 
der to amendment, but to increaſe his wickedneſs, fot he 
ly aimed to procure every thing that was for his own bodi- 
pleaſure, though it obliged him to be injurious to his 
:ichbours. He augmented his houſehold ſubſtance with 
zuch wealth, by rapine and violence; he excited his ac- 
uaintanee to procure pleature and ſpoils by robbery, and be- 
ame a great leader of men into wicked courſes. He alſo in- 
roduced a change in that way of ſimplicity wherein men lived 
before; and was the author of meaſures and weights: And 
hereas-they lived innocently, and generouſly while they 
new nothing of fuch arts, he changed the world into cun- 
ing craftineſs. He firſt of all ſet boundaries about lands: he 
built a city, and fortified it with walls, and he compelled his 
amily to come together to it; and called that city Enoch, 


after the name of his eldeſt fon Enoch. Now Jared was the 
fon of Enoch; whoſe fon was Malaliel; whoſe ſon was Ma- 


huſela; whoſe fon was Lamech : who had feventy-ſeven chil- 
uren by two wives, Silla and Ada. Of thoſe children by Ada, 
one was Jabal: he erected tents, and loved the life of a ſnep- 


herd. But Jubal, who Mas born of the ſame mother with him, 
exerciſed himſelf in * muſic ; and invented the pſaltery. and 
harp. But Tubal, one of his children by the other wife, ex- 


ceeded all men in ſtrength, and was very expert and famous 
in martial performances. He procured what tended to plea- 
ſures of the body by that method; and firſt of all invented 
the art of making "Sy Lamech was alſo the father of a 
daughter, whoſe name was Naamah: And becauſe be was ſo 
Kilful in matters of divine revelation, that he knew he was 
to be puniſhed for Cain's'murder of his brother, he made that 
. | ©, known 

* this Jubal, not improbably y, came Fobel, the trum | 
2 75 that ta e and loud, and — inſtrument, Med 1 
proclaiming the liberty at the Trar Jubilee. ö 
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known to his wives. Nay even while Adam was alive 
came to paſs, that the poſterity of Cain became exceed 
wicked, every one ſucceſſively dying one after another ny 
wicked than the former. They were intolerable in war, 3 
vehement in robberies; and if any one were flow to murky 
people, yet was he bold in his profligate behaviour, in a 
ing unjuſtly, and doing injuries for gain. 

3. Now Adam, who was the firſt man, and made out 
the earth (for our diſcourſe muſt now be about him), aft 
Abel was {lain, and Cain fled away, on account of his my 
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der, was ſolicitous for poſterity, and had a vehement dei = l 
of children, he being two hundred and thirty years old; aſi in Ihe , 
which time he lived other ſeven hundred, and then die I, NC 


He had indeed * many other children, but-Seth in partic 
lar. As for the reſt it would be tedious to name them; 1 il 
therefore only endeavour to give an account of thoſe that pu 
ceeded from Seth. Now this Seth, when ke was brought 
up, and came to thoſe years in which he could diſcern whe 
was good, he became a virtuous man; and as he was himfe 
of an excellent character, ſo did he leave + children behin 
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him who imitated his virtues, All theſe proved to be of god double 
diſpoſitions. They alſo inhabited the ſame country without die their 

ſenfions, and in an happy condition, without any misfortunaWſith wo! 
falling upon them, till they died. They alſo were the inventWpiſers o 
ers of that peculiar ſort of wiſdom, which is concerned wi hey hat 
the heavenly bodies, and their order. And that their inven WMheſe me 


recian 
hey did 
hem to 
zettcr : 

0 their 
lim, to 
had mat 
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tions might not be loſt before they were ſufficiently known, 
upon Adam's prediction that the world was to be deſtroyed at 
one time by the force of fire, and at another time by the vio- 
lence and quantity of water, theg,made I two. pillars ; the 

one 


* The number of Adam's children, as ſays the old tradition, ws 

thirty-three ſons, and twenty-three daughters. - 4 
+ What is here ſaid of Seth and his poſterity, that they were ver 
good and virtuous, and at the ſame time very happy, without any con- 
ſiderable misfortunes, for ſeven generations, [ſee ch. ii. ( 1. before, and 
eh. i1i. F x. hereafter] is exactly agreeable to the ſtate of the world, 
and the conduct of providence, in all the firſt ages. in aſtron« 
t Of Joſephus's miſtake here, when he took Seth the ſon of Adam, could fur 
for Seth or Seſoſtris, King of Egypt, the erecter of theſe pillars in the ur unde 
land of Siriad, ſee ETay on the Old Teſtament, Appendix, p. 159, 160. Wyillars of 
Although the main of this relation might be true; and Adam might Wl the land 
foretel a Conflagration and a Deluge, which all antiquity witneſſes to be Ml in the pl 
an ancient tradition; nay Seth's poſterity might engrave their inventions * Th 
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> of brick, the other of ſtone : they inſcribed their diſ- 
cries on them both, that in caſe the pillar of brick thould 
deſtroyed by the flood, the pillar of ſtone might remain, 
| exhibit thoſe diſcoveries to mankind ;” at:d alſo inform 
m that there was another pillar of brick erected by them. 


ho. zw this remains in the land of Siriad to this day. 

e out rr. . 

U 4 ncerning the Flood; and eter what manner Noah was 
t der ed in the Art, with his kindred, and afierwards dwelt 
d; aft in the plain of Shinar. | | 

n die. NOW. this poſterity of Seth continued to eſteem 
Jarticy God as the Lord of the univerſe, and to have an 
„Joi tire regard to virtue, for ſeven generations; but in proceſs 
lat pu time they were perverted, and forſook the practices of 
rouge eir forefathers, and did neitheg pay thoſe honours to God 
n wid hich were appointed them, nor nad they any concern to do 
hin WWW&Lſtice towards men, but for what degree of zeal they had 
behiniMWHrmerly ſhewn for virtue, they now ſhewed by their actions 
f god double degree of wickedneſs ; whereby they made God to 
out die their enemy. For many Angels of God accompanied 
rtung Frith women, and begat ſons that proved unjuſt, and de- 
nvent-WWpiſers of all that was good, on account of the confidence 


d withWhcy had in their own ſtrength ; for the tradition is, that 
inven-Wheſe men did what reſembled the acts of thoſe whor: the 
nown, WW recians call Giant. But Noah was very unealy at 
yed at hey did; and being diſplealed at their conduct, perſi 4 
e vio. hem to change their diſpoſitions, and their acts, for e 
3 the Netter: But ſeeing they did not yield to him, but wers ves 

one Io their wicked pleaſures, he was afraid they would kill 
lim, together with his wife and children, and thoſe they 


n, wa 

e married : fo he departed out of that land. 
e ven 2. Now God loved this man for his righteouſneſs: Vet he 
y con. not only condemned thoſe other men for their wickedneſs, 
e, and 5 ö but 
world, \ 


in aſtronomy on two ſuch pillars, yet it is no way credible that they 
Adam, could ſurvive the deluge, which has buried all ſuch pillars and edifices 
an the far under ground, in the ſediment of its waters, eſpecially fince the like 
„ 160. Wi villars of the Egyptian Seth or Seſoſtris were extant, after the flood, in 
might Wi the land of Siriad, and perhaps in the days of Joſephus alſo, as is ſhewn 
to be in the place here referred to. 
ations * This notion, that the fallen angels were, in ſome ſenſe the fa 

* Wi tlicrs of the old Giants, was the conſtant opinion of antiquity. 
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10 ANTIQUITIES OF b. III. 
but determined to deſtroy the whole race of mankind, and, Macec 
make another race that ſhould be pure from wickedneſs, ſo did 
cutting ſhort their lives, and making their years not ſo my nted th 
as they formerly lived, but“ one hundred and twenty oj the fir 
he turned the dry land into ſea ; and thus were all theſe ny m out 
deſtroyed : But Noah alone was ſaved ; for God ſuggeſted! the ye 
him the following contrivance and way of eſcape ; that! our of 
ſhould make an Ark of four {tories high, three hundred; the me 
bits long, fifty cubits broad, and thirty cubits high. Accu irs. d 
ingly he entered into that Ark, and his wife, and ſons, Henth U 
their wives; and put into it not only other proviſions, to iwas t' 
port their wants there, but alſo ſent in with the reſt all ue hund! 
of living creatures, the male and his female, for the pre the ti 
vation of their kinds; and others of them by ſevens. NH ho the 
this Ark had firm walls, and a roof, and was braced vieh the 
croſs beatas, ſo that it could not be any way drowned, 4. For 
overborn by the violence of the water. And thus who hund 
Noah, with his family, preſerved. - Now he was the teu irty 7< 
from Adam, as being the ſon of Lamech, whoſe father ch yea 
Mathuſala: he was the ſon of Enoch, the ſon of Jareielve ) 
and Jared was the ſon: of Mahaleel, who, with many of hom he 
fiſters, were the children of Cain, the fon of Enos. None hun 
Enos was the ſon of Seth, the ſon of Adam. ne hun 
3. This calamity happened in the fix hundredth year Horn in [ 
Noah's government, [Age] in the ſecond month, called Hing live 
ten ]are: 
. | bxty-fift 
*- Toſephus here ſuppoſes, that the life of theſe Giants, for of then ad ther 
only do I underſtand him, was nom reduced to 120 years; which is cis fathe 
firmed by the fragment of Enoch, { 10. in Authent. Rec. part I. p. 28 h 
For as to the reſt of mankind, Joſephus himſelf confeſſes their hee, Nhe 
were much longer than 120 years, for many generations after the fle parted 
as we ſhall ſee preſently ; and he ſays they were gradually ſhortened tu ot writ 
the days of Moſes, and then fixed [for ſome time] at 120, ch. vi. noch 
Nor indeed need we ſuppoſe, that either Enoch or 1 me ant to f 67 
interpret theſe 1 20 years for the life of men before the food, to be dit ty -H 
ferent from the 120 years of God's patience [perhaps while the Ane hur 
Was preparing] till the deluge ; which I take to be the meaning of Col 
when he threatened this wicked world, that if they fo long continued 
impenitent, their days hu be no more than 120 years. * Joſt 
+ A cubit is about 21 Engliſh inches, | firſt ſet 
t Joſephus here truly determines, that the year at the flood began Wi raitted d 
about the Autumnal Equinox; as to what day of the month the food BW taat ma 
began, our Hebrew and Samaritan, and perhaps Joſephus's own con taught 1 
more rightly placed it on the r9th day inſtead cf the 25th, as here; perhaps 
for Joſephus agrees with them as to the diſtance of 150 days to th: Creator 
17th day of the ſeventh month, as Gen. vii. C. with viii. z. days ap 
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Macedonians Dzus, but by the Hebrews Marhefven ; 
ſo did they order their year in Egypt, But Moſes ap- 
nated that Nz/an, which is the ſame with Xanthicus, ſhould 
the firſt month, for their feſtivals, becauſe he brought 
m out of Egypt in that month: So that this month be- 
the year, as to all the ſolemnities they obſerved to the 
our of God, although he preſerved the original order 
the months as to ſelling and buying, and other ordinary 
airs. Now he ſays, that this flood began on the twenty- 
enth [ſeventeeth] day of the forementioned month; and 


* 


| is was two thouſand ſix hundred and fifty- ſix [ one thouſand 


e hundred and fifty-fix years] from Adam the firſt man, 
d the time is written down in our ſacred books, thoſe 


who then lived having noted down, with great accuracy, 


th the births and deaths of illuſtrious men. 
4. For indeed Seth was born when Adam was in his 
o hundred and thirtieth year, who lived nine hundred and 
irty years. Seth begat Enoch in his two hundred and 
th year; who, when he had lived nine hundred and 
elve years, delivered the government to Cain his ſon, 
hom he had at his hundred and ninetieth year. He lived 
ine hundred and five years. Cainan, when he had lived 
ine hundred and ten years, had his ſon Malaleel, who was 
orn in his hundred and ſeyentieth year. This Melaleel ha- 
ing lived five hundred and ninety-five years, died, leaving his 
pn Jared, whom he begat when he was at his hundred and 
xty- fifth year. He lived nine hundred and fixty-two years; 
ad then his ſon Enoch ſucceeded him, who was born when 
is father was one hundred and ſixty-two years old. Now 
ze, when he had lived three hundred and ſixty-five years, 
leparted, and went to God; whence it is that they have 
ot written down his death. Now Mathuſala, the ſon of 
Enoch, who was born to him when he was one hundred and 


ixty-five years old, had Lamech for his ſon, when he was 


dne hundred and eighty-ſeven years of age; to whom he de- 
15 livered 


* Toſephus here takes notice, that theſe ancient genealogies were 
firſt ſet down by thoſe that then lived, and from them were tranſ- 
mitted down to poſterity ; which I ſuppoſe to be the true account ef 
taat matter: For there is no reaſon to imagine that men were nat 
taught to read and awrite ſoon after they were taught to ſpeak ; and 
perhaps all by the Meſſiah himſelf, who, under the Father, was the 
Creator or Governor of mankind, and who frequently in tho'e early 
days appeared to them. | 
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uae, II 
livered the government when he had retained it nine hundy 6. No 
and fixty-nine years, Now Lamech, when he had goven on of th 
ed ſeven hundred and ſeventy-ſeven years, appointed e Chal 
his ſon to de ruler of the people, who was born to Lame es of t! 
when he was one hundred and eighty-two years old, and ſome 7 
tained the government nine hundred and fifty years. 1h Cordy 
years collected together make up the ſum before ſet dow $ bit um! 
But let no one inquire into. the deaths of theſe men; (lets. f. 
they extended their lives along together with their ci vptian 
dron and grandch:!dren, but let him have regard to the Anaſea. 
births only. | Ny, N 


5. When God gave the ſignal, and it began to rain, partie 
water poure down forty entire days, till it became fiftcala* '1'herc 


cubits higher than the earth; which was the reaſon wh Baris 
there were no greater number preſerved, ſince they had the ti 
place to fly to. When the rain ceaſed, the water did b “ carric 
Juſt begin to abate after one hundred and fifty days, that chat: 
on the ſeventeenth day oi the ſeyenth month, it then ceaſi cd: 


to ſubſide for a little while. After this the ark reſted i giſlat 
the top of a certain mountain in Armenia, which, whe 7. B 


Noah underſtood, he opened it, and ſeeing a {mall piece of mined 
land about it, he continued quiet, and conceived ſome cheer every) 
ful hopes of deliverance. But a few days afterward, whaMY that na 
the wat® was decreaſed to a greater degree, he ſent out 2M and th: 
raven, as deſirous to learn whether any other part of the by wh 
earth were left dry by the water, and whether he might go deſirut 
out of the Ark with ſafety; but the raven returned not. WW would 
And after ſeven days he ſent out a dove, to know the ſtate had hi 
of the ground, which came back to him covered with mud, Wi lamity 
and bringing an olive branch: Hereby Noah learned, that than t 
the earth was become clear of the flood. So after he hal Wl condit 
ſtayed ſeven more days, he ſent che living creatures out of entire 
the Ark; and both he and his family went out, when he allo while 
:acrificed to God, and feaſted with his companions. Ho- the fir 
ever, the Armenians call this place“ Amvuhicwy, The place WM allo ir 
of deſcent ; for the Ark being ſaved in that place, its re- Vo! 
mains are ſhewed there by the inhabitants to this day. 

| 6. Now firſt cit 

; | and M 

* This AmeCeov, or place of deſcent, is the proper rendering of the be 
Armenian name of this very city. It_ is called in Ptolemy Nax in, place t 
and by Moſes Chorenenſis, the Armenian hiſtory, Iaſbeuam; but at fans fr 
the place itſelf, Nachid/beuan, which ſignifies the firſt place of de- preſer 
Feent ; and is a laſting monument of the preſervation of Noah in the MonC 
Ark, upon the top of that moyntain, at whoſe foot it was built, as 8 but _ 
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6. Now all the writers of Barbarian hiſtories make men- 
on of this flood, and of this Ark; among whom is Beroſus 
e Chaldean. For when he was deſcribing the circumſtan— 
es of the flood, he goes on thus: It is ſaid there is till 
ſome part of this ſhip in Armenia, at the mountain of the 
* Cordyzans;z and that ſome people carry oft pieces of the 
bitumen, Which they take away, and ule chiefly as amwn- 
lets. for the averting of miſchiefs.“ Hieronymus the E- 


Wvptian alſo, who wrote the Phenician Antiquities, and 


Maaſeas, and a great many more, make mention of the ſame, 
Nay, Nicolaus of Damaſcus, in his ninety-fixth book, hath 
a particular relation about them; where he ſpeaks thus: 
* There is a great mountain in Armenia, over Minyas, called 
* Barts, upon which it 1s reported, that many who fled at 
the time of the deluge were ſaved; and that one who was 


(carried in an ark, came on it ore upon the top of it; and 


that the remains of the timber were a great while preſerv- 
e d: This might be the man about whom Moles the le- 


giſlator of the Jews wiote.“ 


7, But as for Noah, he was afraid, ſince God had deter- 
mined to deſtroy mankind, leſt he ſhould drown the earth 
every year; ſo he offered burnt offerings, and beſought God 
that nature might hereaſter go on in its former orderly courſe, 
and that he would not bring on fo great a judgment any more, 
by which the whole race of creatures mighi be in danger of 
deſtruction ; but that, having now puniſhed the wicked, he 
would of his goodneſs ſpare the remainder, and ſuch as he 
had hitherto judged fit to be delivered from ſo ſevere a ca- 
lamity, for that otherwiſe theſe laſt muſt be more miſerable 
than the fiſt, and that they muſt be condemned to a worſe 
condition than the others, unleſs they be ſuffered to eſcape 
entirely ; that is, if they be reſerved for another deluge, 
while they muſt be afflicted with the terror and the fight of 
the firſt deluge, and muſt alſo be deſtroyed by a ſecond. He 
allo intreated God to accept of his ſacrifice, aud to grant, 

Vol. I, B that 


firſt city or town after the flood. See Antiq. B. XX. ch. ii. & 3. vol. IV. 
and Moſes Chorenenſis, pag. 71, 72. Who allo ſays, pag. 19. that au- 
other t:wn was related by tradition to have been called Scron, or the 
place of diſperſion, on account of the diſperfion of Xiſuthrus's or Noah's 
{ons from thence firſt made. Whether any remains of this Ark be til 
preſerved, as the people of the country ſuppoſe, I cannot certainly tell. 
Monſ. Turnfort had not very long fince a mind to ſee the place himſelf, 
but met with too great dangers and difficultics to venture through them, 
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let no one upon comparing the lives of the ancients with our 
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that the earth might never again undergo the like effec; Mil i 
his wrath; that men might be permitted to go on cheerfuy er live 
in cultivating the ſame; to build cities, and live happily n * * 
them; and that they might not be deprived of any of th * 
good things which they enjoy ed before the flood; but might Wi heir fe 
attain to the like length of days, and old age, which the a. #4 
cient people had arrived at before. 8 orded 
8. When Noah had made theſe ſupplications, God, uh nd WY 
loved the man for his righteouſneſs, granted entire ſucceſs u rica! 
his prayers ; and ſaid, That it was not he who brought th: RE". on 
deſtruction on a polluted world, but that they underwent ll 
that vengeance on account of their own wickedneſs ; and ** 
that he had not brought men into the world, if he had him. I : K. 
ſelf determined to deſtroy them, it being an inſtance of great. F Se 
er wiſdom not to have granted them life at all, than, afterit Abt! 
was granted, to procure their deſtruction: but the injuries 
ſaid he, they offered to my holineſs and virtue, forced me ty 
bring this puniſhment upon them But I will leave off for 
the time to come to require ſuch puniſhments, the effeds 
of ſo great waath, for their future wicked actions, and eſpeci. 
ally on account of thy prayers. But if I ſball at any time 
ſend tempeſts of rain, in an extraordinary manner, be not 
affrighted at the largeneſs of the ſhowers, for the water ſhall 
no more overſpread the earth. However, I require you to 
abſtain from ſhedding the blood of men, and to keep your. 
ſelves pure from murder; and to puniſh thoſe that commit 
any ſuch thing. I permit you to make uſe of all the other 
living creatures at your pleaſure, and as your appetites lead 1. ] 
you; for I have made you lords of them all, both of thoſe 


WAP, ] 


monun 
llieror 
Phenic 
and Ht 
theſe, 
W a thou 


look u 


C on 


that walk on the land, and thoſe that ſwim in the waters, luge, 


the pl: 


and of thofe that fly in the regions of the air on high, ex- 
others 


cepting their blood, for therein is the life. But I will give 
vou a ſign that I have left off my anger, by my bow, (where- WI unt 
„ 13 meant the rainbow, for they determined that the raia- the hi 
bow was the bow of God), And when God had ſaid aud the pl 
promiſed thus, he went away, | alſo c 

9. Now when Noah had lived three hundred and fifty years rough 
after the flood, and that all that time happily, he died, ha- tions 


ving lived the number of nine hundred and fifty years. But the ex 
1 4 they 


whict 
ble b 
when 


lives, and with the few years which we now live, think, that 


what we have ſaid of them is falſe; or make the ſhortneſs of 
out 
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> | pr lives at preſent an argument, that neither did they attain 
pil b bo long a duration of life, for thoſe ancients were beloved 
al God, and [lately] made by God himſelt ; and becaute 
f thok n TR, | : 
mio! heir food was then fitter for the prolongation of life, might 
* ell live ſo great a number of years: And beſides, God at- 


Worded them a longer time of life on account of their virtue. 
„he nd the good uſe they made of it in aſtronomical and geome- 
Saf: wy dilcoveries, which would not have afforded the time 

For foretelling [the periods of the ſtars], unleſs they had liv- 


at the d ſix bundred years; for the Great Year 1s completed in 


Twent : : | 
_— hat interval. Now I have for witneſſes to what I have ſaid, 
| him i thoſe that have written Antiquities, both among the 
great WG reeks and Barbarians: For even Manetho who wrote the 


{ter i: Egyptian hiſtory, and Beroſus, who collected the Chaldean 
;urics monuments, and Mochus, and Hetticeus, and beſides theſe, 
} 


Hieronymus the Egyptian, and thole that compoled the 


off fn Phenician hiſtory, agree to what J here ſay: Heliod allo, 
fc; and Hecatzus, and Hellanicus, and Acuſilaus; and, beſides 
hd W theſe, Ephorus and Nicolaus relate, that the ancients lived 


Ja thouſand years, But as to theſe matters, let every one 


* look upon them as they think fit. 

_ CHAP. IV. | 

your- Concerning the Tower of Babylon, and the confufion of 

"IMmit T ongues. 

other of 

ST LEP Now the ſons of Noah were three, Shem, and Japhet, 
thoſe and Ham, born one hundred years before the de- 


ater" luge. Theſe firſt of all deſcended from the mountains into 
„, en. tbe plains, and fixed their habitation there; and perſuaded 
| give others who were greatly afraid of the lower grounds on ac - 
here. count of the flood, and ſo were very loth to come down from 
ET the higher places, to venture to follow their examples. Now 
F= the plain in which they firſt dwelt was called Shinar. God 

alſo commanded them to ſend colonies abroad, for the tho- 
years rough-peopling of the earth, that they might not raiſe ſedi- 


J, ha- tions among themſelves, but might cultivate a great part of 
But the earth, and enjoy its fruits after a plentiful manner. But 
* they were ſo ill inſtructed that they did not obey God; for 
„that which reaſon they fell into calamities, and were made ſenſ.- 
of of ble by experience, of what fin they had been guilty : For 

out when they flourithed with a numerous youth, God admonith- 
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aof tl 


ed them again to ſend out colonies ; but they imagining che 


the proſperity they enjoyed was not derived from the fl. EO * 
vour of God, but ſuppoling that their own power was th, a 2 
proper cauſe of the plentiful condition they were in, did u A 6 
obey him. Nay they added to this their diſobedience to thy * _ 
divine will, the ſuſpicion that they were therefore ordert 180 
to ſend out ſeparate colonies, that being divided aſundc p eB; 
they might the more eaſily be oppreſſed, 5 h f 
2. Now it was Nimrod who excited them to ſuch an a. f Ju 

front and contempt of God. He was the grandſon of Han, * 
the ſon of Noah, a bold man, and of great ſtrength of band 

He perſuaded them not to aſcribe it to God, as if it va 
through his means they were happy, but to believe thai i Ver w 


was their own courage which procured that happineſs. Hz 
allo gradually changed the government into tyranny, ſeeivg 
no other way of turning men from the fear of God, but u 
bring them into a conſtant dependence upon his power. He 
allo ſaid, He would be revenged on God, if he ſhoull 
* have a mind to drown the world again; for that he woull 
build a tower too high for the waters to be able to reach; 
and that he would avenge himſelf on God for deſtroying 
„their forefathers.” | ; | 

3. Now the multitude were very ready to follow the deter. 
mination of Nimrod, and to eſteem it a piece of cowardice 


WA 


where 
Ichey lig 
whole 

the ma 
over tl 


of thoſ 


given | 


to ſubmit to God; and they built a tower, neither ſparing alſo, a 
any pains, nor being in any degree negligent about the work: that tl 
And, by reaſon of the multitude of hands employed in it, And t 
it grew very high, ſooner than any one could expect; bu mutat 
the thicknels of it was ſo great, and it was ſo ſtrongly built, claim 
that thereby its great height ſeemed, upon the view, to be less to the 
than it really was. It was built of burnt brick, cemented to- be be 
gether with mortar, made of Sunn, that it might not be able f 
:able to admit water. When God ſaw that thèy acted ſo ple de 
madly, he did not reſolve to deſtroy them utterly, ſince they 

were not grown wiſer by the deſtruction of the former inners, 

but he cauſed a tumult among them, by producing in them | > 
diverſe languages, and cauſing, that through the multitude 

of thoſe languages, they ſhould not be able to underſtand one 51 
another. 'The place wherein they built the tower, is now 
called Bachlon, becauſe of the confuſion of that language RO 


which they readily underſtood before; for the Hebrews mean bad: 
by the word Babel, Confuſion, The Sibyl. alſo makes men- | 
tion 
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on of this tower, and of the confuſion of the language, 
en the ſays thus: When all men were of one language, 
ſome of them built an high tower, as if they would there- 
Joy aſcend up to heaven, but the gods ſent ſtorms of wird 
and overthrew the tower, and gave every one his peculiar 
language; and for this reaſon it was that the city was cal- 
led Babylon.“ But as to the plain of Shinar, in the coun- 
y of Babylonia, Heſtiæus mentions it, when he ſays thus: 
Such of the prieſts as were ſaved, took the ſacred veſſels 


Pook ] 


ing thy 
the fa, 
Was the 
did ict 
> to thy 
Id ere 
lund, 


Har of Jupiter Enyalius, and came to Shinar of Babylonia.“ 

f hand 

it Va; C H A P. V. 

thai ier what manner the poſterity of Noah ſent out Colonies, and 
8. He inhabited the whole eartb. 

ſceing ö 

but u 1. Arrrs this they were diſperſed abroad, on account 
r. He of their languages, and went out by colonies every 
ſhould here; and each colony took poſſeſſion of that land which 
would Wthey licht upon, and unto which God led them, fo that the 


reach; i whole continent was filled with them, both the inland and 
oying me maritime countries. There were ſome allo who paſſed 

over the ſea in ſhips, and inhabited the iflands : And ſome 
Jeter. WW of thoſe nations do {till retain the denominations which were 


dice siven them by their firſt founders ; but ſome have loſt them 


aring alſo, and ſome have only admitted certain changes in them, 
vork: chat they might be the more intelligible to the inhabitants. 
in it, And they were the Greeks who became the authors of ſuch 
bu mutations: For when in aſter ages they grew potent, they 
built, claimed to themſelves the glory of antiquity; giving names 
ele! to the nations that ſounded well [in Greek], that they might 
d to- be better underſtood among themſelves; and ſetting agree- 
ot be able forms of government over them, as if they were a peo- 
a fo ple derived from themſelves, 

they 

ners, . 

5 How every nation was den mizated from their firft inhabitants 
; Ong j 1, Now they were the grand- children of Noah, in honour 
AN of whom names were impoſed oh the nations by 
oy thoſe that firſt ſeized upon him. Japhet, the ſon of Noah, 


len- 
ion 


had ſeven ſons: They inhabited ſo, that beginning at the 
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mountains Taurus and Amanus, they proceeded along Af, | 


. D . 2 
ſettling themſelves on the lands they light upon, which nor 


had inhabited before, they called the nations by their om 
names. For Gomer founded thoſe whom the Greeks now cid 
Galatians, | Galls] but were then called Gomerites. Mayoy 
founded thoſe that from him were named Magogites, but whe 
are by the Greeks called Scythians, Now as to Javan an 
Madai, the ſons of Japhet; from Madai came the Madean, 
which are called Medes by the Greeks ; but from Javan, Jo. 


as far as the river Tanais, and along Europe to Cadiz; y 


nia, and all the Grecians, are derived. Thobel founded the 


Tnobelites, which are now called /beres; and the Moſocheni 
were founded by Moſoch; now they are Cappadocians. Ther, 
is alſo a mark of their ancient denomination {till to be ſhewet; 
for there is even now among them a city called Mazaca, 
which may inform thoſe that are able to underſtand, that 4 
was the entire nation once called. Thiras alſo called tho 
whom he ruled over Thirgſians; but the Greeks changed 
tne name into Thracians, And ſo many were the countries 
that had the children of Japhet for their inhabitants. Of the 
three ſons of Gomer, Aſchanaz founded the Aſchanaſians, 
who are now called by the Greeks Rhegmians. So did Ki- 
phath found the Ripheans, now called Paphlagonians ; and 
Ihrugramma the 'Thrugrammeans, who, as the Greeks re- 
iolved, were named Phrygians. Of the three ſons of Javan 
allo, the ſon of Japhet, Eliſa gave name to the Eliſeans, who 
were his ſubjeQs; they are now the AEolians. Tharſus to the 
Tharſians; for ſo was Cilicia of old called; the ſign of which 
is this, that the nobleſt city they have, and a metropolis allo, 
is Tarſus, the Taz, being by change put for the Thetg,. Ce- 
thimus poſſeſſed the iſland Cethima; it is now called Cyprus : 
and from that it is that all iſlands. and the greateſt part of the 
ſea coaſts, are named Cethim by the Hebrews ; and one city 
there 1s 1n Cyprus that has been able to preſerve its denomina- 
tion; it is called Ciliut, by thoſe who uſe the language of the 
Greeks, and has not, by the uſe of that dialect, eſcaped the 
name of Cethim. And ſo many nations have the children and 
grund- clüldren of Japhet poſſeſſed. Now when I have premi- 
led ſomewhat, which perhaps the Greeks do not know, I will 
return and explain what I have omitted; for ſuch names are 
pronounced hereafter the manner of the Greeks, to pleaſe my 
readers, for our own country language does not ſo pronounce 

them: 


VI. 


>N ; B 
ling; b 


ah, and 


4 2. 1 he 


manus, 
as on it! 

their 
away 
ven the 
hich ha 
ns of H 
e Ethi 
th by 


Jhe mer 


r all v 


Ire, 


Wunder 


imſelf: 


hich b 
W-rcatelt 
iver, al 


ut the 


. dne of 


Wild inf. 


las bee! 


Inhabit, 


his owWr 
heſe: 
ed the 
the Sal 
rans: | 
means 
ſettled 
and let 
Nimro 
A Me 
Meſra 
Gaza 
Phitift 
As fo: 


alone 


lelf ; 
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g AR: But the names in all cas are of one and the ſame 
2; R.; ing 3 for the name we here pronounce Noeus, is there 
Ch now ab, and in every caſe retains the fame termination. 

eir u. Ihe children of Ham poſſeſſed the land from Syria and 
ow cW:;::inus, and the moutnains of Libanus, ſeizing upon all that 
Maga on its ſea-coaſts, and as far as the ocean, and keeping it 
ut wh their own. Some indeed of its names are utterly vaniſli- 


away; others of them being changed, and another ſound 
ven them, are hardly to be diſcovered, yet a few there are 
hich have kept their denominations entire: For of the four 
ns of Ham, time has not at all hurt the name of Chus; for 


an and 
adeang, 
an, Jo. 


led the? 


ocheri Me Ethiopians, over whom he reigned, are even at this day, 
There th by themſelves, and by all men in Aſia, called Chyfites, 
ewed; MY he memory alſo of the Meſraities is preſerved in their name; 
azac Mr all we who inhabit this country [of Judea] call Egypt 
hat ere, and the Egyptians Meffreans. Phut alſo was the 
| tho: under of Libya, and called the inhabitants Phutites, from 
angel imſelf: There is alſo a river in the country of the Moors 
ntries hich bears that name; whence it is that we may ſee the 
f the W&reatelt part of the Grecian hiſtoriographers mention that 
aſians, River, and the adjoining country, by the appellation of Phu : 


d Ki. 


3 and 
KS re- 


Hut the name it has now has been by change given it from 
Pne of the ſons of Meſtraim, who was called Lybyos, We 


ſavan Nas been called Mica alſo. Canaan, the fourth ſon of Ham, 
„Who inhabited the country now called Judea, and called it from 
o the lis own name Canaan. The children of thele [four] were 


(hich 
allo, 
Ce- che Sabathens; they are now called by the Greeks {/abo- 
"rus: Wrons: Sabactas ſettled the Sabactens; and Ragmus the Rag- 
f the means: and he had two ſons, the one of which, Judadas, 
city {Wicttled the Judadeans, a nation of the weſtern Ethiopians, 


heſe: Sabas, who founded the Sabeans; Evilas, who found- 


1ina- Hand left them his name; as did Sabas to the Sabeans: But 
the Nimrod, the ſen of Chus, ſtayed and tyrannized at Babylon, 
the Wa; we have already informed you. Now all the children of 
and Meſraim, being eight in number, poſſeſſed the country from 
mi- Gaza to Lgypt, though it retained the name of one only, the 
will Philiſtim, for the Greeks call part of that country Palgſline. 
are As for the reſt, Ludieim, and Enemim. and Labim, who 
my alone inhabited in Libya, and called the country from him- 


nce {WH (elf; Nedim, and Phethroſim, and Cheſloim, and Cephtho- 


m: | Tun, 4 


Pill inform you preſently what has been the occaſion why it. 


ed the Evileans, who are called Getuli; Sabathes founded 
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| ==. 
rim, we know nothing of them beſides their names; for t\ * 
* Ethiopic war, which we ſhall deſcribe hereafter, was th Ph E 
cauſe that thoſe cities were overthrown. The ſons of C 
naan were theſe, Sidonius, who alſo built a city of the {am 
name; it is called by the Greeks Sidon: Amathus inhabits 
in Amathine, which is even now called mathe by the in 


habitants, although the Macedonians named it Eœιανubα) * | 
from one of his poſterity : Arudeus poſſeſſed the ifland A * * 
dus: Arucas poſſeſſed Arce, which is in Libanus. But * 1 
the ſeven others [Eueus,] Chetteus, fehuſeus, Amorreu * He 
Gergeſens, Eudeus, Sineus, Samareus, we have nothing gan 5. 
the ſacred books but their names, for the Hebrews overih:eq = n 
thei: cities; and their calamities came upon them on the. "uM 
<aſion following. *y Je 
3. Noah, when after the deluge, the earth was re"-it1:{]M \:- 
in its former condition, ſet about its cultivotion ; and v1 e 
he had planted it with vines, and when the fruit was r 18 hall 
and he had gathered the grapes in their ſeaſon, and the wine 15 
was ready for uſe, he offered ſacrifice, and feaſted, and be. Pose * 
ing drunk, he fell aſleep, and lay naked in an unſeemly man. hom 
ner. When his youngeſt ſon ſaw this, he came laughing WW. bath. 
and ſhewed him to his brethren ; but they covered their Wiſe... - 
father's nakedneſs, And when Noah was made ſenſible «MR... akte 
»rhat had been done, he prayed for proſperity to his othet th ve. 
ſons 3 but for Ham, he did not curſe him, by reafon of hiil. 8 
nearneſs in blood, but curſed his poſterity: And when the HRreq ane 
reſt of them eſcaped that curſe, God inflicted it on the chil. FD 
dren of Canaan, But as to theſe matters we ſhall {peat Wr.1cr 1 


more hereafter. a u 

4. Shem, the third ſon of Noah, had five ſons, who inhs ng thi: 
bited the land that began at Euphrates, and reached to the I naree 
Indian ocean. For Elam left behind him the Elamites, the Na ,f s 
anceſtors of the Perſians. Aſhur lived at the city Ninive; 
and named his ſubjeQs 4/Jprians, who became the moſt for 
tunate nation, beyond others. Arphaxad named the rphar- 

| | adluts, Tha 


A Dram 


* One obſervation ought not here to be negleRed, with regard to 1 4 * 
that Ethiopic war, which Moſes, as general of the Egyptians, put an 575 5 8 
end to, Antiq. B. II. ch. x. and about which our late writer ſeems very * "RS 
much unconcerned ; viz. that it was a war of that conſequence, as to EE | 
occaſion the removal or deſtruction of ſix or ſeven nations of the poſte- on 0 
rity of Mitzraim, with their cities: Which Joſephus would not have ev / 


ſaid, if he had not had ancient records to juſtify thoſe his aſſertions, 
though thoſe records be now all loſt, 


had the} 
Hebrew 
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, who are now called Cha/deans, Aram had the A- 
tes, which the Greeks call Syrian; as J. aud founded the 
dites, which are now called Lydians. Of the four ſons 
ram, Uz founded Trachonitis and Damaſcus , this coun- 


* lies between Paleſtine and Celeſyria. Ul founded Ar— 

6 51 Z ja; and Gather the Bactrians; and Meſa the Meſaneans; 

My now called Charax Spa/ini, Sala was the fon-of Ar- 
{Ara 


ad; and his fon was Heber, from whom they originally 
Jad the Jews“ Hebrews, Heber begat Joan and Pha- 
He was called Phaleg becauſe he was born at the diſ- 
ion of the nations to their ſeveral countrics ; tor Phaleg 
hong the Hebrews fignifies divi/ion. Now Joctan, one of 
e ſons of Heber, had theſe ſons Elmodad, Saleph, Aſer- 
th, Jera, Adoram, Aizel, Decla, Ebal, Abimael, Sabeus, 
0 hir, Euilat, and Jobab. Theſe inhabited from Cophen, 


ig 
* 


W indian river, and in part of Aria adjoining to it. And 
is ſhall ſuffice concerning the ſons of Shem. 


N ſon of Phaleg, 


But for 
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5. J will now treat of the Hebrews. The 
hoſe father was Heber, was Ragau; whoſe ſon was Serug, 
whom was born Nahor: his fon was Terah, who was 
e father of Abraham, who accordingly was the tenth from 
,cah, and was born in the two hundred and ninety- ſecond 


. car after the deluge; for Terah begat Abram in his ſe ven- 
fe 15 i-th year. Nahor begat Haran, when he was one hundred 
be *. nd twenty years old: Nahor was born to Serug at his hun- 


6 chi red and thirty-ſecond year; Ragau had Serug at one hun- 


pea Heber begat Phaleg in his hundred and thirty-fourth year; 


e himſelf being begotten by Sala when he was an hundred 


Io ind thirty years old, whom Arphaxad had for his fon at the 

1 undred and thirty-fifth year of his age. Arphaxad was the 

® f aof Shem, and born twelve years after the deluge. Now 

* Abram had two brethren, Nahor and Haran: Of theſe, Ha- 
* | ran 

har. | 

dS, That the Jews were called Hebrews ſrom this their progenitor He- 


ird to , our author Joſephus here rightly aſſirms; and not from Abram 
the Hebrew, or Paſſenger over Euphrates, as many of the moderns ſup- 


* pie, Shem is alſo called the Father of all the children of Heber, or of 
—— 400 the Febreaws, in an hiſtory long beſore Abram paſſed over Euphrates, 
polte- Gen. x. 21. though it muſt be confeſſed, that Gen. xiv 13. where the 
have riginal ſays, they told Abram the Hebrew, the Septuagint renders it, 


the Paſſenger, 7:40:71; ; But this is ſpoken only of Abram himilf who 
had then latcly paſſed ever Euphrates, aue is another hgnification of tha. 
Hebrew word, taken as an appellative, and not as a proper name, 


tions, 


Ired and thirty; at the ſame age alſo Phaleg had Ragau: 
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ran left a ſon, Lot; as alſo Sarai and Milcha his daughte 

and died among the Chaldeans, in a city of the Chad 
called Ur; and his monument is ſhewed to this day. I 
married their nieces. Nahor married Milcha, and Au 
married Sarai. Now Terah hating Chaldea, on accoun 
his mourning for Haran, they all removed to Haran of 
ſopotamia, where Terah died, and was buried, when he 
lived to be two hundred and five years old; for the li leſopo! 
man was already, by degrees, diminiſhed, and became H eave th 
er than before, till the birth of Moſes ; after whom the t«MWnc* of 


n, the) 
btions; 
ey mak 
ntage, 
e ſublet 
| hne We O 


which 


of human life was one hundred and twenty years, God vi when 
termining it to the length that Moſes happened to live. W ed a ſ 
Nahor had eight ſons by Milcha? Uz, and Buz, Kemi Bero: 


1, when 


Cheled, Azau, Pheldas, Jadelph, and Bethuel. "Theſe wa 


all the genuine ſons of Nahor; for Teba and Gaam, and 1,999: t 
chas, and Maaca, were born of Reuma his concubine: nd gre. 
Bethuel had a daughter Rebecca, and a ſon Laban, 7 
d left 
CHAP, VII. of 7 
= 
How Abram our farefather went out of the land of the Game 
deans, and lived in the land then called Canaan, but niche lan 
Judea. ES, him up 
| ple, ant 
1. N ow Abram having no ſon of his own adopted I but no 
his brother Haran's fon, and his wife Sarai's bu were b 
ther; and he left the land of Chaldea, when he was ſeventy: = 
ran 


five years old, and at the command of God went into C 
naan, and therein he dwelt himſelf, and left it to his poſte- and th 
rity, He was a perſon of great ſagacity, both for under: bilatio 
ſtanding all things, and perſuading his hearers, and not mil. 

taken in his opinions; for which reaſon he began to hare 

higher notions of virtue than others had, and he determined 

to renew and to change the opinion all men happened thento [at u 
have concerning God; for he was the firſt that ventured to thenc 
publiſh this notion, that there was but One God, the Creator be re. 
of the Univerſe; and that as to other [gods], if they con- 
tributed any thing to the happineſs of men, that each of them 
afforded it only accordivg to his appointment, and not by their 
own power. This his opinion was derived from the irregular 
phenomena that were viſible both at land and ſea, as well as 
thoſe that happen to the ſun and moon, and all the heavenly 
bodies, thus: If [faid he] theſe bodies had power of their 


6 own 
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n, they would certainly take care of their own regular 
tions; but ſince they do not preſerve ſuch regularity, 
ey make it plain, that ſo far as they co-operate to our ad- 
Wntage, they do it not of their own abilities, but as they 
e ſubſervient to him that commands them, to whom a- 


CCount 
n of i dne we ought juſtly to offer our honour and thankſgiving,” 
en he FF which doctrines, when the Chaldeans, and other people 


leſopotamia, raiſed a tumult againſt him, he thought fit 
eave that country; and at the command, and by the aſ- 


ERS 


the te ance of God, he came and lived in the land of Canaan :; 
God vid when he was there ſettled, he built an altar, and per- 
'e. Mcd a ſacrifice to God. 

Ken. Beroſus mentions our father Abram without namin 
eſe Ne, when he ſays thus: © In the tenth generation after the 
and I ood, there was among the Chaldeans a man, righteous, 
ne; b and great, and Kilful in the celeſtial ſcience.“ But He- 


eus does more than barely mention him; for he compoſed 
d left behind him a book concerning him. And Nicola- 
of Damaſcus, in the fourth book of his hiſtory, ſays 
us: © Abram reigned at Damaſcus, being a foreigner, who 
came with an army out of the land above Babylon, called 
the land of the Cha/deans : But after a long time he got 
him up, and removed from that country alſo, with his peo- 
| ple, and went into the land then called the land of Canaan, 
ed Lo but now the land of Judea, and this when his poſterity 
i's br. were become a multitude; as to which poſterity of his 
-ventr. relate their hiſtory in another work. Now the name of 
ito C Abram is even ſtill famous in the country of Damaſcus ; 

poſte. and there is ſhewed a village named from him, The Ha- 
under WF Litation of Abram,” 
ot mil. . 

. 


o have 


be Chi 


ut nn 


*mined 

hen to at when there was a famine in Canaan, Abram went 
red io thence into Egypt; and after be had continued there a while, 
reator WM be returned back again. 

7 Con- 

them. Now after this, when a famine had invaded the land 
„their of Canaan, and Abram had diſcovered that the 


cular Egyptians were in a flouriſhing condition, he was diſpoſed 
ell so go down to them, both to partake of the plenty they en- 
venly Hoyed, and to become an auditor of their prieſts, and to know 
their hat they ſaid concerning the gods; deſigning either to 
Own ö follow 


24 ANTIQUITIES OF Box 1ae, VI 


follow them, if they had better notions than he, or to 


vert them into a better way, if his own notions proved! to Egy 
trueſt, Now ſeeing he was to take Sarai with him, TE ERS 
afraid of the madneſs of the Egyptians with regard to v rted tl 
leſt the King ſhould kill him on occaſion of his wife's H multu- 
beauty, he contrived this device: He pretended to be- aſtures 

brother, and directed her in a diſſembling way to pretend 1 gave 

ſame, for he ſaid it would be for their benefit. Now ash ould ** 
as they came into Egypt, it happened to Abram as he f =_ the 
poſed it would; for the fame of his wife's beauty was pre bias 
ly talked of, for which reaſon Pharaoh the King of E öenter!! 
would not be ſatisfied with what was reported of her, We plat 
would needs ſee her himſelf, and was preparing to enjoy he: Fhich v 
but God put a ſtop to his unjuſt inclinations, by ſending g ud the 
on him a Uiſtemper, and a ſedition againſt his governne'* * * 
And when he inquired of the prieſts, how he might be free 

from theſe calamities, they told him, that this his miſeral 

condition was derived from the wrath of God, upon accou T he 
of his inclinations to abuſe the ſtranger's wife. He the 

out of fear aſked Sarai who ſhe was, and who it was t . f 
ſhe brought along with her. And when he had found « 
the truth, he excuſed himſelf to Abram, that ſuppoſing og cor 
woman to be his ſiſter, and not his wife, he ſet his affection here 

on her, as deſiring an affinity with him by marrying her, M countr. 
not as incited by luſt to abuſe her. He alſo made him a latg King C 
preſent in money; and gave him leave to enter into convet: the Al 


ſation with the moſt learned among the Egyptians. Fron into fo 
which converſation, his virtue and his reputazion becane army | 
more conſpicuous than they had been before. ed, the 
2. For whereas the Egyptians were formerly addicted wil" the 
different cuſtoms, and deſpiſed one another's ſacred and ac te 
cuſtomed rites, and were very angry one with another on tht bute: 
account, Abram conferred with each of them, and confutia f Am 
the reaſonings they made uſe of, every one for their own prac- mand, 
tices, he demonſtrated that ſuch reaſonings were vain, and Ihefe 
void of truth: Whereupon he was admired by them, in thole olispr 
conferences, as a very wiſe man, and one of great ſagacity, gainſt 
when he diſcourſed on any ſubject he undertook ; and this Nane. 
not only in underſtanding it, but in perſuading other men al- ***» 
ſo to aſſent to him, He communicated to them Arithmetic, me 
and delivered to them the ſcience of Aſtronomy; for befor er 
Abram came into Egypt they were unacquainted with thoſe the 5 
parti 4 
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its of learning, for that ſcience came from the Chaldeans 
to Egypt, and from thence to the Greeks alſo. 

>. As ſoon as Abram was come back into Canaan, he 
ürted the land between him and Lot, upon account ot the 
multuous behaviour of their ſhepherds, concerning the 


Box 

Yr toc 
roved 
„and 
O Woms 


fe's pre 


o be tures wherein they ſhould feed their tiocks. However, 
-tend e gave Lot his option, or leave to chooſe which lands be 
x 2; ould take; and he took himſelf what the other left, which 
s he ere the lower grounds at the foot of the mountains; and 
As orex e himſelf dwelt in Hebron, which is a city ſeven years an- 
of En MWicnter than Tanis of Egypt. But Lot pefſeſſed the land of 
her % Wc plain, and the river Jordan, not far from the city Sodom, 
joy he which was then a fine city, but is now deſtroyed, by the will 
dine id the wrath of God; the cauſe of which 1 ſhall ſhew in 
ernme s proper place hercaſter. 


| b f ond , 
nile . 
accou The deſtruction of the Sodomues by the Ai ian War. 


He the 


was ti 1. Ar this time, when the Aſſyrians had the dominion 
und o over Aſia, the people of Sodom were in a flouriſh- 
ſing Meg condition, both as to riches, and number of their youth. 
ffectiau There were five kings that managed the affairs of this 


her, by 


2 large 


country, Ballas, Barſas, Senabar, and Sumobor, with the 
King of Bela; and each King led on his own troops: And 


conver the Aſſyrians made war upon them, and dividing their army 
Fron into four parts, fought againſt them. Now every part of the 
became army had its own commander; and when the battle was join- 


ed, the Aſſyrians were conquerors, and impoſed a tribute up- 


iRed ul on the Kings of the Sodomites, who ſubmitted to this ſlave- 
and ac. twelve years; and ſo long they continued to pay their tri- 
on that bute: but on the thirteenth year they rebelled, and then the 
nfutiogſ army of the Aſſyrians came upon them, under their com- 
n prac- manders Amraphel, Arioch, Chodorlaomor, and Tidal. 
in, and Theſe Kings had laid waſte all Syria, and overthrown the 
in thoſe offspring of the Giants. And when they were come over a- 
(gacity, gainſt Sodom, they pitched their camp at the vale called the 
nd this 2/122-Prs, for at that time there were pits in that place: but 
men al now, upon the deſtruction of the city of Sodom, that vale be- 
\metic came the Late Aſphaltitet, as it is called: however, con- 
before cerning this lake, we ſhall ſpeak more preſently. Now when 
h thoſe the Sodomites joined battle with the Aflyrians, and the fight 

parti Vor. I C „ 


> 2 — 
2 


232 
oo Cx 


— —— 
- 


— ©. — - 
——_— „ As 
— DMG. — 


Y — 


. - — —— — 260 
. AGE — e 


— — 


— = 
7 — — 


— — 
. 


? 
1 
| 


= 


2m * 2 — 


3 
- - — — — 


— 


— rr - eee ws wa 
- — 
„ —— 
. 1 
* - 
2 * S > - 4 = 


— . — 
— 
— 
«4 e 
= \ 
— — I 


—_—— —— — wo 80 — 
q P — ® - 9 
* L - 
5D 


* - 
= 
— _— - 
= 424 — 
8 
- 4 - 
* © * — 


25 ANTIQUITIES OF Bo 


was very obſtinate, many of them were killed, and the 1 
were carried captive; among which captwes was Lot, uh 
had come to aſſiſt the Scdomites. 


. 


How Abram fought with the Afyrions, and cvercamie thi 
and ſaved the Sod: mite priſoners, and took from the A 
rians the prey they had gotten, 


$ 1. WY ney Abram heard of their calamity, he was at ong 
afraid for Lot his kinſman, and pitied the Soc 
mites, Ins friends and neighbours, and thinking it proper u 
aTord them aſſiſtance, he did not delay it, but marched he. 
{tily, and the fifth night fell upon the Afﬀyrians, near Da 
for that is the name of the other ſpring of Jordan; and le. 
fore they could arm themſelves, he flew ſome as they were 
in their beds, before they could ſuſpect any harm; and o. 
thers, who were not yet gone to ſleep, but were fo drunk 
they could not fight, ran away. Abram purſued after them, 
till on the ſecond day-he drove them in a body unto Hobs, 
a place belonging to Damaſcus z and thereby demonſtratel 
that victory does not depend on multitude, and the number 
of hands, but the alarrity and courage of ſoldiers overcome 
the moſt numerous bodics of men, while he got the victory 
over ſo great an army with no more than three hundred ard 
eighteen of his ſervants, and three of his friends: But all 
thoſe that led returned home ingloriouſly. 
2. So Abram, when he had ſaved the captive Sodomites, 


. who had been taken by the Aflyrians, and Lot alfo, his kinl- 


man, returned home in peace. Now the King of Sodom met 
kim at a certain place, which they called 7 he King's dale, 
where Melchiſedec, King of the city Salem, received him, 
That name ſignifies The regghteous King; and ſuch he was 
without diſpute, inſomueh that, on this account, he wes 
made the Prieſt of God: However, they afterward called it 
Salem Jeruſalem, Now this Melchiſedec ſupplied Abram's 
army in an hoſpitable manner, and gave them proviſions in a- 
bundance ; and as they were feaſting, he began to praiſe him, 
and to bleſs God for ſubduing his enemies under him. And 
hen Abram gave him the tenth part of his prey, he accept- 
ed of the gift: But the King of Sodom defired Abram to 


take the prey; but intzeated that he might have thoſe men re- 
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\rcd to him whom Abraham had ſaved from the Aſlvrians, 
cauſe they belonged to bim. But Abram would not do ſo; 
r would make any other advantage of that prey, than what 
« {-ryants had eaten; but ſtill infilted that he ſhould afford 
art to his friends that had aihited him in the battle. The 
dot them was called Lychol, and then Enner, and Mambre. 
2. And God commended his virtue, and faid, Thou ſhalt 
t however loſe the rewards thou haſt deferved to receive by 
ch thy gloricus actions. He anſwered, And what, advar- 


he Aj 


at onct ge will it be to me to have fuch rewards, when I have none 
e Soch. enjoy them aſter me? for he was hitherto childleſs. And 


Oper to 
hed ho. 
ar Lan, 
and Le. 
'Y wen 

and o. 
> drunk 


© od promiſed that he ſhouid have a fon, and that his pcſ- 
ri ſhould be very numerous, inſomuch that their number 
Wh 0d be like the ſtars. When he heard that, he offered à 
W:criice to God, as he commanded him. The manner of the 
W-crifice was this: * He took an heifer of three years old, 
ada ihe goat of three years old, and a ram in like manner 


pf three years old, and a turtle-dove, and a pigeon ; and, as 


r them, Pie was enjoined, he divided the three former, but the birds 
Hob, Mie did not divide. After which, before he built his altar, 
trated where the birds of prey flew about as defirous of blood, a di- 
wmbe: vine voice came to him, declaring that their neighbours 


-rcon: would be grievous to his poſterity, when they ſhould be in 
victor Egypt, for + four hundred years; during which time they 
ed ard ¶ ¶ ſhould be afflicted, but afterward ſhould overcome their ene- 
zut all mies, ſhould conquer the Canzanites in war, and poſſeſs 
themſelves of their land, and of their cities. 
mites, 4. Now Abraham dwelt near the Oak called Ogyges ; the 
s kinl- WF place belongs to Canaan, not far from the city of Hebron. 
m met But being uneaſy at his wite'e barrenneſs, he intreated God 
dali to grant that he might have male iſſue; and God required of 
him. him to be of good courage; and ſe'd, that he would add to 
e was all the reſt of the benefits that he had beſtowed upon him, e- 
e was ver ſinse he led him out of Meſopotamia, the gift of children. 
led it Accordingly Sarai, at God's command, brought to his bed 
ram's C 2 one 
s in a- 
> him, * Tt is worth noting here, that God required no other ſacrifices nnder 
And the law of Moſes, than what were taken from theſe five kinds of ani- 
cept- mals which he here required of Abram. Nor, did the jews ſeed upon 
any other domeſtic animals than the three here named as Reland ob- 
m to ſerves oh Antiq. B. IV. ch. 4. § 4. 
en re- As to*this affliction of Abraham's poſterity for 400 years, ſee Antiq. 
ore L. II. ch. ix, { 1. 
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one of her hand- maidens, a woman of Egyptian deſcent, j 
order to obtain children by her; and when this hand-maj 
"Was with child, ſhe triumphed, and ventured to affront $; 
rat, as if the dominion were to come to a fon to be born 
her. But when Abtam reſigned her into the hand of Sara 
to punith her, the contrived to fly away, as not able to ben 
th- inſtances of Sarai's ſeverity to her; and ſhe intreaty 
God to have compaſſion on her. Now a divine Angel ny 
her, as ihe was going forward in the wilderneſs, and bid he 
return to her mater and miſtreſs, for if ſhe would ſubmit u 


I God 


4 . A* 
lt OW 2) 
hey did 
na: che 


that wiſe advice, ſhe would live better hereafter; fbr that e ms 
reaſon of her being in ſuch a miſerable caſe was this, that (he © theo 
had been ungrateful and arrogant towards her miſtreſs. He Wi Koa i 
alſo told her, that if ſhe diſobeyed God, and went on till in | » W 


her way, ſhe ſhould periſh; but if ſhe would return back, {le 


g nitcs, 4 
ſhould become the mother of a ſon who ſhould reign over that : 


country. Theſe admonitions ſhe obeyed, and returned to het E 
maſter and miſtreſs, and obtained forgiveneſs. A little while Any) 
afterwards, ſhe bare Iſmael, which may be interpreted, Heard Lunch 
God, becauſe God had heard his mother's prayer. ade b 
5. The fore- mentioned ſon was born to Abram when he . bre 
was eighty-ſix years old: But when he was-ninety-nine, ade a 
God appeared to him, and promiſed him, that he ſhould have ige 8 
a fon by Sarai, and commanded that his name ſhould be zn the 
«A/azc; and ſhewed him, that from this ſon ſhould ſpring 1 
great nations and kings, and that they ſhould obtain all the that it 
land of Canaan by war, from Sidon to Egypt. But he ninety 
charged him, in order to keep his poſterity unmixed with eve 
others, that they ſhould be circumciſed 1n the fleſh of their Figs 
foreſkin, and that this ſhould be done on the eighth day at- 3 
ter they were born: The reaſon of which circumciſion I will * 
explain in another place And Abram. inquiring allo con- z. 
cerning Iſmael, whether he ſhould live or not, God ſignified 3 
to him. that he ſhould live to. be very old, and ſhould be 3 


the father of great nations: Abram therefore gave thanks to wick 
God fer theſe bleſſings; and then he, and all his. family, and 


; TN : man 
his ſon Iſinael, were circumciſed immediately; the ſon being 


that day thirteen years of age, and he ninety-nine, N 
of tl 
; CHAP. ing 
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wrath ag ainſt them for their ſins. 


1. A BovuT this time the Sodomites grew ptoud, on acount 

of their riches and great wealth : they became un- 
Wi: cowards men, and impious towards God, inſomuch that 
hey did not call to mind the advantages they received ſrom 


bmi, an: they hated ſtrangers, and abufed themſelves with So- 

mit to 4 8 © = 

1 o:nitcal practices. God was therefore much diſpleaſed at 
1at the P . . — 

hat 0% ew, and determined to purith them for their pride, and to 

5 I, rerthrow their city, aud to lay waſte. their country, until 
* 4 


ere ſhould neither plant nor fruit grow out of it. 
2. When God had thus reſolved concerning the Sodo- 


ok, ſhe | 

er tha nites, Abrabam, as he fat by the Oak of Mambre, at the 
to he, r ff his teut, ſaw three angels; and thinking them to be 
hie engers, he roſe up, and ſaluted them, and deſired they 


chich, when they agreed, he ordered cakes of meal to be 
made preſently; and when he had flain a calf, he roaſted it, 


Id . . . 
hs 'n, they faid; they ſhould come again hereafter, and find her 
] 1 become a mother, Upon which the woman laughed, and laid, 


that it was impoſſible ſhe ſhould bear children, ſince fhe was 
ninety years of age, and her huſband was an hundred. Then 


theis they concealed themſelves no longer, but declared that they 


were Angels of God; and that one of them was ſent to in- 


4. "ng them about the child, and two for the overthrow of Sa- 
on, | 

ay 3. When Abraham heard this, he was grieved for the So- 

d be domites; and he roſe up, and beſought God for them, and in- 

e treated him that he would not deſtroy the.rigkteous with the 

1 wicked. And when God had replied that there was no good 

eing man among the Sodomites; for if there were but ten ſuchmen- 
among them, he would not puniſh any of them for their ſins, 
POE i held his peace. And the angels came to the city 

Pp ol the Sodomites, and Lot intreated them to accept of a lodg- 


ing with him; for he was a very generous and hoſpitable 
man, and on that had learned to inutate the goodneſs of 
C3 Abraham. 


w Cod overthrew the nation of the Sodomutes, out of bir 


ould accept of an eatertainment, and abide with him; to- 


d brought it te them, as they fat under the oak. Now they 
made a ſhew of eating; and beſides, they aſked him about his 
wife Sarah, where ſhe was, and when he ſaid ſhe was with- - 


— — v 
— — . — 


*» 
/ 
1 
* 
1 


FT : 
33 

it 

1 
4 

* % 


— 


— 


— 
— — * FS — 2 


— 


— 


n 
2 i ů — — 


— 


— 
— 


39 ANTIQUITIES OF Boox l. 
Avraham. Now when. the Sodomites ſaw the young men to 
be of beautiful countenances, and this to an extraordin; 
degree, and that they took up their lodgings with Lot, they 
relolyed themſelves to enjoy thoſe beautiful boys by force and 
violence; and when Lot exhorted them to ſobriety, and not 
to offer any thing immodeſt to the ſtrangers, but to have 
regard to their lodging in his houſe ; and promiſed, that if 
their inclinations could not be governed, he would expoſe 
his daughters to their luſt, inſtead of theſe ſtrangers; nei. 
ther thus were they made aſhamed. | 
4. But God was much diſpleaſed at their impudent be. 
haviour, ſo that he both ſmote theſe men with blindneſs, and 
condemned the Sodomites to univerſal deſtruction. But Lot, 
upon God's informing him of the future deſtruction of the So- 
domites, went away, taking with him his wife, and daugh. 
ters, who were two, and full virgins; for thoſe that were 
* betrothed to them were above the thoughts of going, and 
deemed that Lot's words were triffing. God then caſt a 
thunderbolt upon the city, and ſet it on fire, with its-inhabi- 
tants ; and laid waſte the country with the like burning, as I 
formerly ſaid when I wrote the + Jewiſh War. But Lot's 
wife continually turning back to view the city, as ſhe went 
from 1t; and being too nicely inquiſitive what would become 
of it, although God had forbidden her ſo to do, was changed 
into a f pillar of falt : For I have ſeen it, and it remains at 
| this 


* Theſe ſon-in-law to Lot, as they are called. Gen. xx. 12---14, 
might be ſo ſtyled, becauſe they were betrothed to Lot's daughters, 
though not yet married to. them. See the note on Antiq. B. XIV. ch. 
xii, { 1. vol. III. 

+ Of tlie War, B. IV. ch. viii. { 4. vol. V. 

t This pillar of ſalt was, we ſee here, ſtanding in the days of Joſe- 
jus, and he had ſeen it. That it was ſtanding then is alſo atteſted to 
by Clement of Rome, contemporary with Joſephus; as alſo that it was 
9 in the next century, is atteſted by Irenæus, with the addition of an 
hypotheſis, how it came to laſt ſo long, with all its members entire.--- 
Whether the account that ſome modern travellers give be true, that it is 
Pill ſtanding, I do not know. Its remote fituations, at the utmoſt ſouth- 
ern point of the ſea of Sodom, in the wild and dangerous deſerts of Ara- 
bia, makes it exceeding difficult for inquiſitive travellers to examine the 
plice ; and for common reports of country people, at a diſtance, they 
arc not very ſatisfactory. In the mean time, I have no opinion of Le 
Cerc's diſſertation or hypotheſis about this queſtion, which can only be 
determined by eye-witnefſes. When Chriſtian Princes called, lay 
2212 their fooliſh and uackriftian wars and quarrels, and ſend a body - 
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is day. Now he and his daughters fled to a certain ſmalf 
ace, encompaſſed with the fire, and ſettled in it: It is to 
is day called Zoar, for that is the word which. the He- 
ews uſe for a ſmal/ thing. There it was that he lived a 


Wiſcrable life, on account of his having no company, and: 


s want of proviſions. 

5. But his daughters thinking that all mankind were de- 
royed, * approached to their father, though taking care 
ot to be perceived. This they did, that human kind might 
ot utterly fail: And they bare ſons; the ſon of the elder 
as named Moab, which denotes one derived from hrs father; 
he younger bare Ammon, which name denotes one derived 
om a kinſman, The former of whom was the father of the 

oabites, which is even ſtlll a great nation; the latter 
as the father of the Ammonites; and both of them are in- 
abitants of Cele-Syria. And ſuch was the departure of Lot 
rom among the Sodomites, 


G HAP... XII. 


mncerning Abimelech ; and concerning Iſmael the ſon of A. 
hraham; and concerning the Arabians which were his pgſte- 


rity. 


i 1. A BRAHAM now removed'to Gerar of Paleſtine, lead- 
ing Sarah along with him, under the notion of his 


ſiſter, uſing the like diſſimulation that he had uſed before, 


and this out of fear : For he was afraid of Abimelech, the 
King of that country, who did alſo himſelf fall in love with 
Sarah, and was diſpoſed to corrupt her; but he was reſtrain- 


ed from ſatisfying his luſt by a dangerous diſtemper, which 
| befel 


it perſons to travel over the Eaſt, and bring us faithful accounts of all 


ancient monuments, and procure us copies of all ancient records, at pre- 


{cnt loſt among us, we may hope ſor full ſatisfaction in ſuch inquiries; 
but hardly before. 

I ſee no proper wicked intention in theſe daughters of Lot, when, 
in a caſe which appeared to them of unavoidable neceſſity, they procured 
themſelves to be with child to their father. Without ſuch an unavoid- 
able neceſſity, inceſt is an horrid crime ; but whether in ſuch a caſe of 
neceſſity as they apprehended this to be, according to Joſephus, it was 
any ſuch crime, I am not ſatisfied. In. the mean time, their making 
their father drunk, and their ſollicixous concealment of what they did 


ſrom him, ſhews that they deſpaired of perſuading him to an action 


which, at the beſt, could not but be very ſuſpicious and ſhocking to fo 
good a Man, 
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befel him from God. Now, when his phyſicians deſpaiced if 


curing him, he fell aſleep, and ſaw a dream, warning lM 
not to abuſe the ſtranger's wife; and when he recovered, 
told bis friends, that God had inflicted that diſeaſe upon ha 


by way of puniſhment for his injury to the ſtranger; andi 


p. XII. 


order to preſerve the chaſtity of his wife, for that ſle upon t 
not accompany him as his filter, but as his legitimate wii tinue N 
aber o 


and that God had promiſed to be gracious to him for t\ 
time to come, if this perion be once ſecure of his wil; 
chaſtity. When he had ſaid this, by the advice of his friend 
he ſent for Abraham, and bid him not be concerned boy 
his wife, or fear the corruption of her chaſtity ; for that Gy 
took care of him, and that it was by his providence that h 
received his wiſe again, without her tuffering any abuſe. Ar 
he appealed to God, and to his wite's conſcience ; and (if 
that he had not had any inclination at firſt to enjay her, i 
he had known ſhe was his wife; but fince, faid he, thou led 
her about as thy ſiſter, I was guilty of no offence. He all 
intreated him to be at pcace with him; and to make Gol 
propitious to him: And that if he thought fit to contin 
with him, he ſhould have what he wanted in abundance ; bu 
that if he deſigned to go away, he ſhould he honourably cc, 
ducted, and have whatſoever ſupply he wanted when he cam 
thither. Upon his ſaying this, Abraham told him that tis 
pretence of kindred to his wite was no lie, becauſe ſhe wn 
his brother's daughter; and that he did not think himſelf ſaſe 
in his travels abroad without this fort of diſſimulation; and 
that he was not the cauſe of his diſtemper, but was only ſo. 
licitous for his own ſafety : He ſaid alſo that he was ready 
to ſtay with him. Whereupon Abimelech aſſigned him land, 
and money; and they covenanted to live together without 
zuile, and took an oath at a certain well called Beerſbeba, 
which may be interpreted, The well of the cath: And ſo it 
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is named by the people of the country unto this day. Mg 

2. Now in a little time Abraham had a ſon by Sarah, Chen — 

God had foretold to him, whom he named F/aac, which ſig- Wand they 1 

nies laughter. And indeed they ſo called him, becauſe 82. {MW /ittle ch. 

rah laughed when *. God ſaid that ſhe ſhould bare a fon, ſhe K. K. 5 
8 , ; „IX. 

| not pulus is ſt 

$ 6, 7. vc 


It is well worth obſervation, that Joſephus here calls that princi; al I when he 
angel, who appeared to Abraham, and foretold the birth of Iſaac, di- the War, 
rectly God; which language of Joſephus's here, prepares us to believe BY they wet 

. E dhok ch. ix, 9 


* 
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Aredg 
* expecting ſuch a thing, as being paſt the age of child- 
red. ing, for ſhe was ninety years old, and Abraham an hun- 
on e; fo that this fon was born to them both in the laſt year 
aud ech of thoſe decimal numbers. And they circumciſed 
ſlie & upon the eighth day : And from that time the Jews 
- wi tianue the cuſtom of circumciſing their ſons within that 
or ver of days. But as for the Arabians, they circumciſe 


er the thirteenth year, becauſe Iſmael, the founder of their 


frier ion, who was born to Abraham of the concubine, was 
abe umciſed at that age; concerning whom J will preſently 
at Ge 2 particular account, with great exactneſs. 


g. As for Sarah, ſhe at firſt loved Iſmael, who was born 

her on handmaid Hagar, with an affection not inferior to 
at of her own fon, for be was brought up in order to ſuc- 
ed in the government: But when ſhe herſelf had born I- 
ae, ſhe was not willing that Iſmael ſhould be brought up 


e af ith him, as being too old for him, and able to do him in- 
el ries, when their father ſhould be dead; ſhe therefore per- 


aded Abraham to ſend him and his mother to ſome diſtant 
duntry. Now at the firſt he did not agree to what Sarah 
as ſo zealous for, and thought it an inſtance of the great- 
t barbarity to ſend away a * young child, and a woman; 
nprovided of neceſſaries ; but at length he agreed to it, be- 
auſe God was pleaſed with what Sarah had determined : 


Came 
at his 


e a M . | 

e he delivered Iſhmael to his mother, as not yet able to go 

= 3 himfelf; and commanded her to take a bottle of water, 

Ly fo and 

read 

** ! hoſe other expreſſions of his, that Jeſus was a wiſe man, if it be lawful 

hog 0 call him a man, Antiq. B. XVIII. ch. iii. $ 3. vol. IV. and of God, 
ou 


be Word, in his homily concerning Hades, may be both genuine. Nor 
Is the other expreſſion of divine angel, uſed preſently, and before, alſo of 
any other ſignification. | 

* Joſephus here calls Iſmael a young child, or infant, though he was 
pbove 13 years of age; as Judas calls himſelf and his brethren ; omg men, 


heb, 
ſo it 


1, %* bhen they were 47, and he had two children, Antiq. B II. ch. vi. $ 8. 
ſig- Hand they were of much the ſame age as is a dam el of 12 years old called 
Sa- Malte child, Mark v. 39-41. five ſeveral times. Herod alſo is ſaid by 
ſhe Joſ:phus to be a very young man at 25. See the note on Antiꝗ B. XIV. 


ch. ix. C 2. vol. III. aud cf the War, B. I ch. x. vol. V. And Ariſto- 
bulus is ſtyled a very little child at 16 years of age, Antiq. B. XV. ch. ii. 
$ 6, 7. vol. III. Domitian is alſo called by him a very yorng chil & 
when he went on his German expedition at about 18 years of age, Of 


di- the War, B. VII. ch. iv. { 2. vol. VI. Samſon's wife, and Ruth, when 


they were widows, are called children, Antiq., B. V. ch. viii. 5 6. and. 
ch. 1X, ) 2.3 3» 
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the had been 1n. 
* * _ ＋ was grown up, he married a wife, } 
8 &yprian, rom whence the mother was herſelf d 
mu orig 1a 7 Of this wife were born to Iſhmael tw In 
_ 83 r Abdeel, Mabſam, Idumas by 
2 . * 8 odad, Theman, Jetur, Naphefus, Ka 
2 ” ited all the country from Euphrates tothe 
22 called it Nabatene. They are an Arabi 
0 name their tribes from theſe, both becauſe of thei 


own virt F. 
2 ue, aud becauſe of the dignity of Abraham their f 


CHAP. XIII. 
Concerning Iſaac, the legitimate ſon of Abraham 


I. | 

$ or A greatly loved Iſaac, as being his? 
e N w and given to him at the borders oi 
n of God: The child alſo endearcd 

TT No 3 parents ſtill more, by the exerciſe of eve 
— 5 _ # ering to his duty to his parents, and beiog 
WM - worſhip of God. Abraham alſo placed bh 
2 gone in this proſpect, that when he ſhould. die, he 
_— m this his ſon in a ſafe and ſecure condition: 
3 * ingly he obtained by the will of God: Who 
or b to make an experiment of Abrabam's re}; 
42 iſpoſition towards himſelf, appeared to hi 4 
a umerated all the bleſſings he had beſlowed . 
; ; : l 
0 66 how 


*S N 
ote, that both here, and Heb. xi. 17. Ifaac is called Abraham's 


only b 
y begotten fon, though he at the ſame time had another ſon Iſhmac! 


The Septuagint 
EX : 
FE . 1 ny preſſes the true meaning, by rendering the text, 4 
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o he had made him ſuperior to his enemies; and that his 
on Iſaac, who was the principal part of his preſent happi- 
es, was derived from him; and he ſaid, that he required 

W:!:is ſon of his, as a ſacrifice and holy oblation.” Accor- 
gly he commanded him to carry him to the mountain Mo- 
n, and to build an altar, and offer him for a burnt-offerin 
on it ; for that this would beſt manifeit his religious diſpo- 
jon towards him, if he preferred what was plealing to God, 
fore the preſervation of his own ſon. | 
2. Now Abraham thought that it was not right to diſobey 

bod in any thing, but that he was obliged to ſerve him in 
ery circumſtance of life, ſince all creatures that live enjoy 
cir life by his providence, and the kindneſs he beſtows on 
hem. Accordingly he concealed this command of God, and 
is own intentions about the ſlaughter of his ſon, from his 
ife, as allo from every one of his ſervants, otherwiſe he 
hould have been hindered from his obedience to God; and 
de took aac, together with two of his ſervants, and laying 

{hat things were neceſſary for a ſacrihce upon an aſs, he went 

way to the mountain. Now the two ſervants went along with 

im two days; but on the third day, as ſoon as he ſaw the 

nountain, he left thoſe {ſervants that were with him til! then 

n the plain, and having his fon alone with him, he came to 
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he mountain. It was that mountain upon which King David 


zterwards built “ the temple. Now they had brought with 
them every thing neceſſary for a ſacrifice, excepting the a- 
nimal that was to be offered only. Now Iſaac was twenty- 
five years old. And as he was building the altar, he aſked 
his father, What he was about to offer, fince there was no 
animal there for an oblation ?” To which it was anſwered, 
% That God would provide himſelf an oblation, he being a- 
ble to make a plentiful proviſion for men out of what they 
* have not, and to deprive others of what they already have, 
© when they put too much truſt therein; that therefore if 
God pleafed to be preſent and propitious at this ſacrifice, 
* he would provide himſelf of an oblation.“ 

3. As 


* Here is a plain error in the copies, which ſay, that King David 
aſterwards bnilc the temple on this mount Moriah, while it was cer = 
tainly no other than King Solomon who built that temple, as indeed 
Procon ius cites it from Joſephus: Vor-it was for certain David, and 
rot Solomon, who built the %% 21:7, ther», as we learn, 2 Sam. xxiv. 
18, &c. 1 Chron. Xi. 22, &. and Antiq. B. VII. ch. xiti. 5 4. vol. II. 
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3. As ſoon as the altar was prepared, and Abraham! | | 
laid on the wood, and all Wel entirely N 8 e 
to his ſon, © O ſon, I poured out a vaſt number of pra * pg 
that I might have thee for my fon; when thou wall ce e BY 
i into the world, there was nothing that could contribu, 0 1 
i thy ſupport, for which I was not greatly follicitous, , "I; *＋ 
* any thing wherein I thought myſelf happier than to e 1 
* thee grown up to man's eſtate, and that I might leave HM. * mh 
at my death, the ſucceſſor to my dominion : But ſine . 
was by God's will- that I became thy father, and it isn 5 r 
„his will that I relinquiſh thee, bear this conſecration 3 : 
* God with a generous mind; for I reſign thee up to 0. ate” 
* who has thought fit now to require this teſtimony of! PO. 
„ nour to bimſelf, on account of the favours he hath con 1 75 ac 
* red on me, in being to me a ſupporter and defender. A wy 
* cordingly thou, my ſon, wilt now die, not in any comm, A : 
* way of going out of the world, but ſent to God, the fath * 9 
* of all men, before-hand, by thy own father, in the nat 4. 0 | 
of a ſacrifice. I ſuppoſe he thinks thee worthy to getcle is 
2 of this world, neither by a diſeaſe, neither by war, 1 
g by any other ſevere ways, by which death uſually con Vor. I 
upon men, but ſo that he will reccive thy ſoul with pn 
10 ers and holy offices of religion, and will place thee ne it Cer 
1 to himſelf, and thou wilt there be to me a ſuccourer a{ſÞ *: that) 
- ſupporter in my old age; on which account L principal" Pe" 
brought thee up, and thou wilt thereby procure me Gt _ 
“ for my comforter inftcad of thyſelf.” ng *; 
4. Now Ifaac was of ſuch a generous diſpoſition as bt ſince | 
came the ſon of ſuch a father, and was pleaſed with this HM Ebioni 
courſe ; and ſaid, That he was not worthy to be born . Paul, 
* firſt, if he ſhould reject the determination of God, and 8 
his father, and ſhould not reſign himſelf up readily to bo 3 
n their pleaſures, ſince it would have been unjuſt if he h them in 
not obeyed, even if his father alone had ſo reſolved.” H na! Kin 
he went immediately to the altar to be ſacrificed. And til nia: 
deed had been done if God had not oppoled it: For he call 28 
loudly to Abraham by his name, and forbad him to ſlay in the ſo 
ſon ; and ſaid, © It was not out of a defire of human blo ſingular. 
that he was commanded to ſlay his fon, nor was he wil braſed! 


: ing that he ſhould be taken away from him whom he h: of go due 
3 made his father, but to try the temper of his mind, wh 
ther he would be obedient to ſuch a command. Sinc 


therefo: 
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therefore he now was ſatisfied as to that his a'acrity, and 
the ſurpriſing readineſs he ſhewed in this his piety; he was 
delighted in having beſtowed ſuch bleſſings upon him; and 
that he would not be wanting in all fort of concern about 
him, and in beſtowing other children upon him; and that 
his ſon ſhould hve to a very great age; that he ſhould live 
an kappy life, and bequeath a large principality. to his chil- 
| dren, who ſhould be good and legitimate.” He foretold 
W Iſo, that his family ſhould increaſe into many nations; and 
t get thoſe * patriarchs ſhould leave behind them an everlaſt- 
ation: name; that they ſhould obtain the poſſeſſion of the land of 
to UE: nan, and be envied by all men. When God had ſaid this, 
o produced to them a ram, which did not appear before, for 
| Con ie ſacrifice. So Abraham and Ifaac receiving each other 
r. nrc:pectellly, and having obtained the promiſes of ſuch great 
com leflings, cmbraced one another; and when they had ſacrific- 
e fath d, they returned to Sarah, and lived happily together, God 


; 2 :Tording them his aſſiſtance in all things they deſired. g 
et ck 
var, 1 
if Vo. 1. D CHAP. 
th pra 


1ee ne * It ſeems both here, and in God's paral'el bleſſing to Jacob, ch. xix. 
rer a5 1. that Joſephus had yet no notion of the hidden meaning of that moſt 
important and moſt eminent promiſe, In thy ſeed /hall all the familics 
of the earth be bleſſed. He ſaith not of ſeeds, as of many, but as of one; 
and to thy ſeed, which is Chriſt, Gal. iii. 16. Nor is it any wonder, he 
being, I think, as yet not a Chriſtian. And had he been a Chriſtian, 
as et fince he was to be fure, till the latter part of his life, no more than 
this n Ebionite Chriſtian, who above all the apoſtles rejected and deſpiſed 
St, Paul, it would be no great wonder if he did not now follow his in- 
terpretation. In the mean time, we have in effect St. Paul's expoſition 
„ and( in the teſtament of Reuben, 5 6. in Authent. Rec. part I. p. 302. who 
to bo charges his ſons, © To worſhip the ſeed of Judah, who ſhould die for 
he hi them in viſible and inviſible wars; and ſhould be among them an eter- 
.“ (nal King,” Ner is that obſervation of a learned foreigner of my ac- 
nd of aintance to be defpiſed, who takes notice, that as ſ-eds in the plural 

WI 1ſt fignify pofterity, fo ſeed in the fingular may ſigniſy either poſterity 
e call cr a ſingle perſon; and that in this promiſe of all nations being happy 
ſlay bl i: the ſeed of Abraham, or Iſaac, or Jacob, &c. it is always uſed in the 
ble fingular. To which 1 ſhall add, that it is ſometimes, as it were, para- 
je wil phraſed by the ſon of Abraham, the /oz of David, &c. which is capable 
be half no ſuch ambiguity, 
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CHAP. MV. 


Concerning Sarah, Abraham's wife; and how ſhe ended hy 
days, 


y 1. No Sarah died a little while after, having lived ons 

hundred and tr:enty-ſeven-years. They buried her 
in Hebron ; the Canaanites publicly allowing them a bury. 
ing-place : Which piece of ground Abraham bought for four 
hundred ſhekels, of Ephron, an inhabitant of Hebron. And 


both Abraham and his deſcendents built themſelves ſepul. 
chres in that place. 


CHAT... AV. 


Lou the nation of the Troglodytes were derived from Abra. 
ham by Keturah. 


I. A Braman after this married Keturah, by whom fir 
lons were born to him, men of courage and of ſa- 

gacious minds: Zambran, and Jazar, and Madan, and Ma- 
dian, and Joſabak and Sous. Now the ſons of Sous were, Sa. 
bathan, and Dadan. The ſons of Dadan were Latuſim, and 
Aſſur, and Luom. The ſons of Madian were, Ephas, ard 
Ophren, and Anoch, and Ebidas, and Eldas. Now for all 
theſe ſons and grand-ſons, Abraham contrived'to ſettle them 
in colonies ; and they took poſſeſſion of Troglodytis, and 
the country of Arabia the Happy, as far as it reaches to the 
Red Sea. It 1s related of this Ophren, that he made war 
againſt Lybia, and took it, and that his grand-children, when 
they inhabited it, called it from his name Africa. And in- 
deed Alexander Polyhiſtor gives his atteſtation to what J 
here ſay; who ſpeaks thus: * Cleodemus the prophet, who 
* was alſo called Ma/chus, who wrote an hiſtary of the Jews, 
in agreement with the hiſtory of Moſes, their legiſlator, 
relates, that there were many ſons born to Abraham by 
+ Keturah: Nay he names three of them, Apher, and Su- 
rim, and Japhran. That from Surim was the land of Al. 
* ſyria denominated ; and that from the other two, Apher 
* and Japhran, the country of Africa took its name, becauſe 
** theſe men were auxiliaries to Hercules, when he fought 
againſt Lybia and Antæus; and that Hercules married 
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W- \phra's daughter, and of her he begat a ſon Didorus-z 
ard that Sophon was his ſon, from whom the barbarous 


J ' 8 * g 
ed be : people called Sophacianr were denominated.” 


CHAP. AVI 


d one | 
s q he | How Tjaac tek Rebeka to wife, 
oy 5. Nov when Abraham, the father of Iſaac, had reſolved 
* | to take Rebeka, who was grand-daughter to his 
ſod brother Nahor, for a wife to his ſon Iſaac, who was then 


about forty years old, he ſent the ancienteſt of his ſervants 
to betroth her, after he had obliged him to give him the 
ſtrongeſt aſſurances of his fidelity, Which aſſurances were 
given after the manner following: They put each others 
Lora. hands under each others thighs; then they called upon God 
as the witneſs of what was to be done. He alſo fent ſuch 
preſents to thoſe that were there, as were in eſteem, on ac- 
count that they either rarely or never were ſeen in that coun- 
try. This ſervant got thither not under a confiderabie time; 
for it requires much time. to paſs through Meſopotamia, in 
which it is tedious travelling, both in winter for the depth 
of the clay, and in ſummer, for want of water; and beſides 
this, for the robberies there committed, which are not to be 
avoided by travellers, but by caution before hand. However, 
the ſervant came to Haran. And when he was in the ſub- 
urbs, he met a conſiderable number of maidens going to the 
water; he therefore prayed to God, that Reb-ka might be 
found among them, or her whom Abrabam ſent him as his 
fervant to eſpouſe to his ſon, in caſe his will were that this 
mar. iage ſhould be conſummated 3 and that ſhe might be 
made known to him by this ſign, that while others denied 
him water to drink, ſhe might give it him.. 

2. With this intention he went to the well, and defired 
the maidens to give him ſome water to drink: But while the 
others refuſed. cn pretence that they wanted it all at home, 
and could fpare none for him, one only of the company re- 
buked them for their peeviſh behaviour towards the ſtranger; 
and ſaid, what is there that you will ever communicate to any 
body, who have not ſo much as given the man ſome water? 
She then offered him water in an obliging manner, And now 
be began to hope that his grand affair would ſucceed ; but de- 


1 neroſty 


bring ill to Know the truth, he commended her for her ge- 
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| NAP. XVI 
: Ay 
neroſity and good nature, that ſhe did not ſcruple to afford: for ” : 
ſufficiency of water to thoſe that wanted it, though it coſt ha broUg * 
jome pains to draw it; and aſked who were her parents, a the mo 
wiſhed them joy of ſuch a daughter; and may'ſt thou bee but ” * 
out © 


ſpouſed, ſaid he, to their ſatisfadtion, ipto the family of ang. 
greeable huſband, and bring him legitimate children. Na 
did the diſdain to ſatisfy his inquiries, but told him her f 
mily. They, ſays ſhe, call me Rebeta ; my father was Be. 
thuel, but he is dead; and Laban 1s my brother, and, toge. 
ther with my mother, takes care of all our family affairs, and 
is the guardian of my virginity. When the ſervant heard this 
he was very glad at what had happened, and at what was told 
him, as perceiving that God had thus plainly directed his jour. 
ney ; and producing his bracelets; and ſome other ornament 
which it was eſteemed decent for virgins to wear, he gave 
them to the damſel, by way of acknowledgement, and asare. 
ward for her kindneſs in giving him water to drink ; ſaying, 
it was but juſt that ſhe ſhould have them, becauſe ſhe was (9 
much more obliging than any of the reſt. She deſired alſo that 
he would come and lodge with them, fince the approach of 
the night gave him not time to proceed faither. And pro- 
ducing his precious ornaments for women, he ſaid, he deſir. 
ed to truſt them to none mae fafely, than to ſuch as ſhe had 
ſhewed herſelf to be; and that he believed he might gueſs at 
the humanity of her mother and brother, that they would 
not be diſpleaſed, from the virtue he found in her, for he 
would not be burthenſome, but would pay the hire for his en- 
tertainment, and ſpend his own money. To which ſhe re- 
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plied, that he gueſſed right as to the humanity of her parents; time 0. 
ut complained, that he ſhould think them ſo parimonious as he Was 
to take money, for that he ſhould have all on free coſt: Bat Iſaac a 


the ſaid, ſhe would firſt inform her brother Laban, and, if he 
gave her leave, ſhe would conduct him in. 
3. As ſoon then as this was over, ſhe introduced the ſtran- Concer 
ger; and for the camels, the ſervants of Laban brought them 
in, and took care of them, and he was himſelf brought in to 
tupper by Laban. And, after ſupper, he ſays to him, and to d I. ] 
the mother of the damſel, addreſſing himſelf to her, Abra- 
ham is the ſon of Terah, and a kinſman of your's, for Na- 
© hor, the grand-father of theſe children, was the brother ot 
Abraham, by both father and mother; vpon which account 
he hath ſent me to you, being deſirous to take this damſel 
. for 


.. DORE EW. 3 


for his fon to wife. He is his legitimate ſon; and is 
brought up as his only heir. He could indeed have had 
the molt happy of all the women in that country for him, 
but he would not have his ſon marry any of them; but 
out of regard to his own relations, he deſired to match him 
here, wheie affection and inclination I would not have you- 


er f. deſpiſe ; for it was by the good pleaſure of God, that o- 
s Be. ther accidents fell out in my journey, and that thereby I 
tore. liglit upon your daughter, and your houſe; for when I was: 
s, ang WF :1car to the city, I ſaw a great many. maidens coming to a- 
I this well, and I prayed that I might meet with this damſel, 


jour. WTF confirm that marriage, whole eſpouſals have been already 
nent made by a divine appearance; and ſhew the reſpect you 
gare have for Abraham, who has ſent me with ſo much ſolici- 
„ tude, in giving your conſent to the marriage of this dam- 


a re. 
ing, * {c1.” Upon this they underitood it to be the will oi God, 
as o and greatly approved of the offer, and ſent their daughter, 
that as was deſired. Accordingly Iſaac married her, the inheri- 
h of tance being now come to him; for the children of Keturah: 
pro- were gone to their own remote habitations. 

eſir. 

had C HA P. XVII. 

5 + Concerning the death of Abraham; 

vu] 

he 5-1, A- LITTLE while after this Abraham died. He was a 


man of incomparable virtue, and honoured by Go4 
in a manner agreeable to his piety towards him. The whole 


he was buried in Hebron, with his wife Sarah, by their ſons 


25 
at Iſaac and Iſhmael. 
he | 

CH A P. XVIII. ; 
x Concerning the ſons of 1fagc, Eſau and Jacob. Of their nati* 
2 vity and education, 
0 | 
0 d I. No Iſaac's wife proved with child, “ after the death 
- of Abraham; and when her belly was greatly bur- 
: 3 denec, . 
L | | 
t »The birth of Jacob and Eſau is here ſaid to be after Abraham's 
! death; it ſhould have been after Sarahs death. - The order of the nar- 


ſcems to have led Joſephus into it, as Dr. Bernard obſer ves here. 


* which has come to paſs accordingly. Do you therefore 


time os his life was one hundred ſeventy and five years; and 


ration in Geneſis not always exactly according to the order of time, 


_- 
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dened, Iſaac was very anxious, and inquired of God; wi, 


ne. XV 


$ . > Con 
zm, ik Laa 


zniwered, That Rebeka ſhould bear twins z ad that tr, A, merly © 
nations ſhould take the names of thoſe ſons; and that he wi, ich him, 
appeared the ſecond, thould excel the elder. Accoidin cha when 
ſhe, in a little time, as Ged had foretold, bare twins: e aac's 
the elder of whom, from his head to his feet, was very rough \ þimelec! 
and hairy; but the younger took hold of his heel as they wen rath age 
in the birth. Now the iather loved the elder, who was cal. Nov 
led Ehau, a name agreeable to his roughneſs, for the Hebres, ther pri 
call ſuch an harry roughne/s * [Efau, or] Seir; but Jaco) Mears, he 
the younger, was beſt beloved by his mother. | tiDaman,! 
2. When there was a famine in the land, Iſaac reſolve; Mere gre 
to go into Egypt, the land there being good ; but he went 0 Wimſclt et! 
Gerar, as God commanded him. Here Abimelech the Kine lis own 1 
received him, becauſe Abraham had formerly lived with him, his fathe 
and had been his friend: And as in the beginning he treated viven by 
him exceeding kindly, ſo he was hindered from continuing in contract 
the ſam» diſpoſition to the end, by his envy at him; for when but not 
he ſaw that God was with Iſaac, and took ſuch great care of to put a 
him, he drove him away from him. But Iſaac, when he ſay 5. Bu 
how envy had changed the temper of Abimelech, retired to called ! 
a place called The Valley, not far from Gerar; and as he was and the 
digging a well, the ſhepherds fell upon him, and began to from hi 
fight, in order to hinder the work, and becauſe he did not to go 0 
deſire to contend, the ſhepherds ſeemed to get the better of {on as 
him, ſo he ſtill retired, and dug another well; and when cer— might 
tain other ſhepherds of Abimelech's began to offer him vio- and an 
lence, he left that alſo, and ſtill retired, thus purchaſing ſe- it was 
curity to himſelf by a rational and prudent conduct. At rous, b 
length the King gave him leave to dig a well without diſturb- be me 
ance: He named this well Kehoboth, which denotes a large 
ſpace , but of the former wells, one was called Econ, which 
denotes „rie, the other Sitenna, which name ſignifies enmiy, * 
3. It was now that Iſaac's affairs increaſed, and his power caught 
was in a flouriſhing condition; and this from his great riches. wel 
But Abimelech thinking Iſaac throve in oppoſition to him, abe 
while their living together made them ſuſpicious of each other, ſeut, 
and Iſaac's retiring ſhe wing a ſecret enmity alſo, he was a- muſt! 
fraid that his former friendſhip with Iſaac did not ſecure 2 
. 10 
him, migh 
3 x himſc 
For Seir in Joſephus, the coherence requires that we read F/au cr A ſet 
$:ir, which ſigniſy the ſame thing, N Eſau' 


96K |} 


; why 
at twy 
he wig 
lug! 
twins; 
roup 
F Were 
as cal. 
brens 


Jacob 
ol ved 


ent to 
Kine 
him, 
dated 
ng in 
When 
re of 
> {aw 
ed to 
Was 
n to 
not 
rof 
cer- 
V10- 
 fe- 
At 
rb. 
ge 
ich 
0. 
1 
CS, 


Nr. XVIII. THE ITEVS. 43 


I bn, if Iuac ſhould endeavour to revenge the injuries he had, 
W.merly offered him; he therefore renewed his friendſhip 
ich him, and brought with him Philoc, one of his generals: 
auen he had obtained every thing he defired, by reaſon 
N ac's good nature, who preferred the earlier friendſhip 
\ þimelech had ſhewed to himlelt and his father, to his later 
ruth againſt him, he returned home. 

4. Now when Eſau, ore of the ſons of Iſaac, whom the 
ather principally loved, was now come to the age of forty 
Fears, he married Adab, the daughter of Helon, and Aho- 
Ii-amah, the daughter of Eſebeon; which Helon and Eſebeon 
were great lords among the Canaanites, thereby taking upon 
Linſclt the authority, and pretending to have dominion over 
his own marriages, without ſo much as aiking the advice of 
his father; for had Iſaac been the arbitrator, he had not 
viven him leave to marry thus, for he was*not pleaſed with 
contracting any alliance with the people of that country; 
but not caring to be uneaſy to his fun, by commanding him 
to put away thele wives, he reſolved to be ſilent. 

5. But when he was old, and could not fee at all, he 
called Eſau to him, and told him, that beſides his blindneſs, 
and the diforder of his eyes, Eis very old age hiadered him 
from his worſhip of God [by ſacrifice], he bid him therefore 
to go out a hunting, and when he had caught as much veni- 


might make ſupplication to God to be to him a ſupporter 


it was uncertain when he ſhould die, and that he was deſi- 
rous, by his prayers for him, to procure, beforehand, God to 
be merciful to him. 


Accordingly 


* The ſupper of /zvorry meat, as we call it, Gen. xxvii. 4. to be 
caught by hunting, was intended plainly tor a feſtival or a ſacrifice ; 
and upon the prayers that were frequent at ſacrifices, Iſaac expected, 
as was then uſual in ſuch eminent caſes, that a divine impulſe would 
come upon him, in order to the ſolemn blefling of his ſon there pre- 
ſcut, and his foretelling his future behaviour and fortune. Whence it 
muſt be, that when Iſaac had unwittingly bleſſed Jacob, and was alter- 
ward made ſenſible of his miſtake, yet did he not attempr to alter it, 
how earneſtly ſcever his affection for Eſau might iucline him to walk it 
might be altered, becauſe he knew that this bleſſing came not from 
himſelf, but from God, and that an alteration was out of his power, 
A ſecond afflatus then came upon him, and enabled him to forctel 


Eſau's future behaviour and fortune 24.0. 


{on as he could, to prepare him “ a ſupper, that after this he. 


and an aſſiſter, during the whole time of his life; ſaying, that 
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6. Accordingly Eſau went out a hunting. But * Rey, 
thinking it proper to have the ſupplication made for obtzy 
ing the favour of God to Jacob, and that without the co 
ſent of Iſaac, bid him kill kids of the goats, and prepare , 
ſupper: So Jacob obeyed his mother, according to all hy 
inſtructions. Now when the ſupper was got ready, he tock 
goat's ſkin, and put it about his arm, that by reaſon of jj; 
hairy roughneſs, he might, by his father, be believed to }; 
Eſau; for they being twins, and in all things elle alike, i: 
fered only in this thing. This was done out of his fear, thy 
before his father had made his {upplications. he ſhould hy 
caught in his evil practice, and leſt he ſhould on the con. 
trary, provoke his father to curſe him. So he brought in ths 
ſupper to his father. Iſaac perceiving by the peculiarity 
of his voice who he was, called his ſon to him, who gave hin 
his hand, which was covered with the goat's Kin. When 
Iſaac felt that, he ſaid, * Thy voice is like the voice of Jacob, 
yet becauſe of the thicknels of thy hair, thou ſeemeſt to be 
“ Eſau.” So ſuſpecting no deceit, he eat the ſupper, ard 
betook himſelf to his prayers and interceſſions with God; and 
faid, ** O Lord of all ages, and Creator of all ſubſtance; for 
it was thou that didſt propoſe to my father great plenty of 
good things, and haſt vouchſaicd to beſtow on me what [ 
© have; and haſt promiſed to my poſterity to be their kind 
* ſupporter, and to beſtow on them {till greater bleſſings ; do 


** thou 


* Whether Jacob'or his mother Rebcka were moſt blameable in this 
impoſition upon Iſaac in his old age, I cannot determine. However, 
the bleiling being delivered as a prediction of future eveuts, by a divine 
impulſe, and foretelling things to befal to the poſterity of Jacob and Eſ.u 
in future ages, was for certain providential ; and according to what Re- 
beka knew to be the purpoſe of God, when he anſwered her inquiry, 
before the ehildren were born, Gen. xxv. 23. that one people ſbould be tronger 
than the other people; and the elder, Eſau, ſbould ſerve the younger, Jacob. 
Whether Iſaac knew or remembered this old oracle, delivered in our co- 
pies, only to Rebeka; or whecher if he knew-and remembered it, he did 
not endeavour to alter the divine determination, out of his ſondneſs fur 
his elder and worſer ſon Eſau, to the damage of his younger and better 
ſon Jacob; as Joſephus elſewhere ſuppoſes, Antiq. B. II. ch. vii. $ 3. | 
cannot certainly ſay. If fo, this might tempt Rebcka to cuntrive, and 
Jacob to put this impofition upon him. However, Joſephus ſays here, 
that it was Iſaac, and not Rebeka, who inquired of God at firſt, and re- 
cerved the forementioned oracle, J I. which, if it be the true reading, ren- 
ders Iſaac's procedure more inexcuſable: Nor was it probably any thing 
elſe that ſo much encouraged Emu formerly to marry two Canaanitiih 


wives, without his parents conſent, as Iſaac's unhappy fondneſs for him. 
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Reb, 2 
Obtz, cou therefore confirm theſe thy promiſes, and do not over- 
he ce me, becauſe of my preſent wea'z condition, on account 
e pate off hich I more earneſtly pray to thee. Be gracious to 
all is my fon ; and preſerve him, and keep him from every 
* took ling that is evil. Give him an happy life, and the poſ- 
n of i; Me (lion of as many good things as thy power 3s able to be- 
d to LM ow. Make him terrible to his enemies, and honourable 
ke, di: Ward beloved among his friends.“ 


ir, th 7. Thus did Iſaac pray to God, thinking his prayers had 
uld by en made for Eſau. He had but juſt finiſhed them, when 
e con. Nau came in from hunting. And when Ifaac perceived his 
in the Miſtake, he was filent : But Eſau required that he might be 
liatity Wade partaker of the like bleſſing from his father that his 
e hin Mother had partook of; but his father refuſed it, becauſe all 
When Wis prayers had been ſpent upon Jacob: So Eſau lamented 
acob, Nie miſtake. However, his father being grieved at his weep- 
to be W's, ſaid, That“ he ſhould excel in hunting, and ſtrength of 
and body ; in arms, and all ſuch ſorts of work ; and ſhould ob- 
3 and Wi tain glory for ever on thoſe accounts, he and his poſterity 
3 for WF after him; but ſtill ſhould ſerve his brother.” 


ty of 8. Now the mother delivered Jacob, when he was afraid 
hat [ What his brother would inflict ſome puniſhment upon him, be- 
kin! Nauſe of the miſtake about the prayers df Iſaac ; for ſhe per- 
do Hiuaded her huſband to take a wife for Jacob out of Meſopo- 
thou ſtamia, of her own kindred, Eſau having married already 


Baſemmath, the daughter of Iſhmael, without his father's 
conſent, for Iſaac did not like the Canaanites, fo that he diſ- 
approved of Eſau's former marriages, which made him take 
Lalemmath to wife, in order to pleaſe him; and indeed he 
bad a great affection for her. | 


C3 AP. XIX. 


ner 

cob, 

co. Concerning Jacob's flight into Meſopotamia, by reaſon of the 
fear he was m of his brother. 

Ur . 

** i. How Jacob was ſent by his mother to Meſopotamia, 
— . in order to marry Laban her brother's daughter, 
re, (which marriage was permitted by Iſaac, on account of bis 
e- oſequiouſneſs to the deſires of his wife); and he ascording- 
n- ly journeyed through the land of Canaan: and becauſe he 
b hated the people of that country, he would not lodge with 


TW any of them, but took up his lodging in the open air, = 
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laid his head on an heap of ſtones that he had gathered * 
ther. At which tim he ſaw in his ſleep ſuch a viſion a 
ing by him: He ſeemed to ſee a ladder, that reached { 
the earth unto heaven, and perſons deſcending down the 1 
der, that ſeemed more excellent than human; and at! 
God himſelf ſtood above it, and was plainly viſible to h 
who calling him by his name, ſpake to him theſe words: 

2. O Jacob, it is not fit for thee, who art the ſon d 
good father, and grand-ſon of one who had obtained a ores 
reputation for his eminent virtue, to be dejected at thy jn 
* ſent circumitances, but to hope for better times, for thy 
* ſhalt have great abundance of all good things, by my 
* fiſtance : For I brought Abraham hither, out of Meſoꝶ 


** tamia, when he was driven away by his kinſmen, and! i that he 
„made thy father an happy man; nor will I beſtow a leſa wer tO 
degree of happineſs on thyſelf: Be of good courage then 5. But 
fore, and, under my conduct, proceed on in this thy jou. zndred, r 
Iney, for the marriage thou goeſt ſo zealouſly about ſhall l. is love te 
conſummated. Aud thou ſhalt have children of good cho as ſo flo 
racters, but their multitude ſhall be innumerable ; and they nh. H. 
** ſhall leave what they have to a ſtill more numerous poſe. me, el 
* rity, to whom, and to whoſe poſterity, I give the dominia . daugh! 


of all the land, and their poſterity ſhall fill the entire earth 
and ſea, fo far as the ſun beholds them: But do not thou 
© fear any danger, nor be afraid of the many labours thou 
** muſt undergo, for by my providence I will direct thee what 


thou art to do in the time preſent, and ſtill much more in 
* the time to come.“ 


| % moth 

3. Such were the predictions which God made to Jacob: N. (me 
Whereupon he became very joyful at what he had ſeen and. gern 
heard; and he poured oil on the ſtones, becauſe on them the Nu new 
prediction of ſuch great benefits was made, He alſo vowed : ¶ Mme da 
vow, that he would offer ſacrifice upon them, if he lived, young 
and returned ſafe; and if he came again in ſuch a condition, WM her fa 
he would give the tithe of what he had gotten to God. He of Re 


allo judged the place to be honourable, and gave it the name Ml to he 
of Bethe}, which, in the Greek, is interpreted, The houſe of Ml That 
God. he: 

4. So he proceeded on his journey to Meſopotamia, ard WM « ing 
at length came to Haran; and meeting with ſhepherds in the 
ſuburbs, with boys grown up, and maidens fitting about 3 « ad 
certain well, he ſtayed with them, as wanting water to 1 

an 
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F beginning to diſcourſe with them, he aſked them, whe- 


ered u 

10 a they knew ſuch an one as Laban, and whether he was 

del aive. Now they all ſaid they knew him, for he was not 

8 th W..confiderable a perſon as to be unknown to any of them; 
ale 1 - 
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that his daughter fed her father's flock together with 
m; and that indeed they wondered that the was not yet 
e, for by her means thou mighteſt learn more exactly 
W:tcver thou deſireſt to know about that family. While 
y were ſaying this, the damſel came, and the other ſhep- 
rds that came down along with her. 'Then they ſhewed her 
cob, and told her, that he was a ſtranger, who came to in- 
ire about her father's affairs. But ſhe, as pleaſed, after the 
tom of children, with Jacob's coming. aſked him who he 
as, and whence he came to them, and what it was he lack- 
| that he came thither, She alſo wiſhed it might be in their 
wer to ſupply the wants he came about. 

5. But Jacob was quite overcome, not ſo much by their 
indred, nor by that affection which might arife thence, as by 
is love to the damſel, and his ſurpriſe at her beauty, which 
as ſo flouriſhing, as few of the women of that age could vie 
ith. He ſaid then, © There is a relation between thee and 
me, elder than either thy or my births, if thou be the 
daughter of Laban; for Abraham was the ſon of Terah, 
* as well as Haran and Nahor. Of the laſt of whom, Nahor, 
* Bethuel thy grand-father was the ſon. Iſaac my father 
* was the ſon of Abraham and of Sarah, who was the daugh- 
ter of Haran. But there is a nearer and later cement of 
* mutual kindred which we bear to one another, for my 
mother Rebeka was ſiſter to Laban thy father, both by the 
* ſame father and mother: I therefore and thou are couſin- 
* germans. And I am now come to ſalute you, and to re- 
* new that affinity which is proper between us.” Upon this 
the damfſel, at the mention of Rebeka, as uſually happens to 
young perſons, wept, and that out of the kindneſs ſhe had for 
her father, and embraced Jacob, ſhe having learned an account 
of Rebeka from her father, and knew that her parents loved 
to hear her named; and when ſhe had ſaluted him, ſhe ſaid, 
That“ he brought the moſt deſirable and greateſt pleaſure to 
* her father, with all their family, who was always mention- 
ing his mother, and always thinking of her, and her a- 
lone; and that this will make thee equal in his eyes to any 
* advantageous circumſtances whatſoever,” Then ſhe bid him 
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go to, her father, and follow her while ſhe conducted king | 


him; and not to deprive him of ſuch a pleaſure, by flaw 
any longer away from him. ; 4 
6. When ſhe had ſaid thus, ſhe brought him to Lahn 
and being owned by his uncle, he was ſecure himſelf as he, 
among his friends; and he brought a great deal of plezure, 
them by his unexpected coming. But a little while afteryy 
Laban told him, that he could not, expreſs in words the jn 
he had at his coming: but ſtill he inquired of him the ov, 
on of his coming; and why he left his aged mother an 
ther, when they wanted to be taken care of by him; and thy 
he would afford him all the aſſiſtance he wanted. Then ſa 
cob gave him an account of the whole occaſion of his jourts; 
and told him,“ That Iſaac had two ſons. that were tuin 
* himſelf and Eſau; who, becauſe he failed of his father; 
„ prayers, which by his mother's wiſdom were put up f 
* him, ſought to kill him, as deprived of the kingdom which 
„was? to be given him of God, and of the bleſſings fd 
* which their father prayed; and that this was the occaiq 
* of his coming hither, as his mother had commanded hin 
to do: For we are all, ſays he, brethren one to another 
but our mother eſteems an alliance with your family mor 
than ſhe does one with the families of the country: ſo! 
„look upon yourſelf. and God to be the ſupporters of ny 
« travels, and think myſelf ſafe in my preſent circumſtances, 
7. Now Laban promiſed to treat him with great humanity, 
both on account of his anceſtors, and particularly for the ſake 
of his mother, towards whom, he ſaid, he would fhew hi; 
kindnels, even though the were abſent, by takingcare of him; 
for he aſſured him he would make him the head ſhepherd ol 
his flock, and give him authority ſufficient for that purpoſe; 
and when he ſhould have a mind to return to his parents, he 
would ſend him back with preſents, and this in as honourab!: 
a manner as the nearneſs of their relation ſhould require. This 
Jacob heard gladly ; and faid, he would willingly, and with 
pleaſure, 


* By this deprivation of the kingdom that twas to be given Eſau of Gui 
as the firſt-born, it appears that Joſephus thought that a Lingdom to be be. 
rived from God, was due to him whom Ifaac ſhould bleſs as his firſt-horn, 
which [ take to be that Zingdom which was expected under the Meſſiah, 


who therefore was to be born of his poſterity whom Iſaac ſhould ſo bleſs. 


Jacob therefore, by obtaining this bleſſing of the firſt- born, became the 
genuine heir of that kingdom, in oppoſition to lau. 
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= 


4 . . . . . 
W.!c:ſure, undergo any fort of pains while he tarried with him, 


ut defired Rachel to wife, as the reward of choſe pains, who 
vas not only on other accounts eiteemed by him, but allo be- 
uſe ſhe was the means of his coming to him; for he faid 
ic was forced by the love of the damſel to make this propo- 


l. Laban was well pleaſed with this agreement, and con- 


ſented to give the damſel to him, as not deſirous to meet with 
ann better ſon-in-law; and ſaid he would do this, if he 
would ſtay with him ſome time, for he was not willing to 
ſend his daughter to be among the Canaunites, for he repent- 
ed of the alliance he had made already hy marrying his lifter 
there. And when Jacob had given his confent to this, he 
agreed to ſtay ſeven years; for lo many years he had retolved 
t9 ſerve his father-in-law, that having given a ſpecimen of his 
virtue, it might be better known what ſort of a man he was. 
And Jacob, accepting of his terms, after the time was over, 
he made the wedding-fealt; and when it was night, without 
[acob's perceiving it, he put his other daughter into bed to 
lum, who was both elder than Rachel, and of no comely 
countenance : Jacob lay with her that night, as being both 
in drink, and in the dark. However, when it was day, he 
new what had been done to lum; and he reproached Laban 
for his unfair proceeding with him; who aſked pardon for 
that neceſſity which forced him to do what he did; for he did 
pot give him Lea out of any ill degn, but as overcome by 
another great neceſſity: that notwithſtanding this, nothing 
ſ.oald hinder him from marrying Rachel; but that when he 
Lad ſerved another ſeven years, he would give him her whom 
he loved. Jacob ſubmitted to this condition, for bis love to 
the damſel did not permit him to do otherwiſe; and when 
another ſeven years were gone, he took Rachel to wife, _ 
8. Now each of theſe had hand maids, by their father's 
dognation. Zilpha was hand-maid to Lea, and Bitha to Ra- 
chel, by no means * ſlaves, but however ſubject to their mil- 
treſſes. Now Lea was forelv tronbled at ker huſband's love 
Vol. I. E to 


* Here we have the difference between ſluves for life, and ſervants, 
ſoch as we now hire for a time agreed upon on both ſides, and diſmils 
again after the time contracted for is over, which are no faves, but free 
men and free women, Accordingly, when the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions 
forbid a clergyman to mat ry perpetual ſeryan!s or faves, B. VI. ch. xvii. it 
is meant only of the former ſort ; as we learn elſcwhere frora the ſans 
Conſtitutions, ch. 47. Can, LXX XII, But concerning Veſt twelve ſons of 


1 
Jacob; 
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to her ſiſter; and ſhe expected ſhe ſhould be better eſteeme; 
if ſhe bare him children: So ſhe intreated God perpetuall;. 
and when ſhe had born a ſon, and her huſband was on tha 
account better reconciled to her, ſhe named her ſon Reube], 3 
becauſe God had had mercy upon her, in giving her a fon, i 
for that is the ſignification of this name. After ſome time ſh; 
Hare three more ſons; Simeon, which name ſignifies that God 
had hearkened to her prayer. Then ſhe bare Levi, the con. 
Armer of their friendſhip. After him was born Judah, which 
denotes thank/grving. But Rachel, fearing leſt the fruitfulne|; 
of her filter ſhould make herſelf enjoy a leſſer ſhare of Jacob' 
affections, put to bed to him her hand-maid Bilha ; by whom 
Jacob had Dan: One may interpret that name into the Greek 
tongue, a divine judgment, And after him Nepthalim, as it 
were unconquerable in ſlratagems, ſince Rachel tried to con. 
quer the fruitfulneſs of her ſiſter by this fratagem. Accord. 
ingly Lea took the ſame method, and uſed acounter-ſtratagem 
to that of her ſiſter's; for ſhe put to bed to him her own hand. 
maid. Jacob therefore had by Zilpha a ſon, whoſe name waz 
Gad, which may be interpreted fortune: And after him A. 
ſher, which may be called an happy man, becauſe he added 
glory to Lea. Now Reubel, the eldeſt ſon of Lea, brought 
apples of mandrakes to his mother, When Rachel ſaw 
chem, ſhe deſired that ſhe would give her the apples, for ſhe 
Jonged to eat them: But when ſhe refuſed, and bid her be 
content that ſhe had Ceprived her of the benevolence ſhe ought 
to have had from her huſband, Rachel, in order to mitigate 
her ſiſter's anger, ſaid ſhe would yield her huſband to ber; 
and he ſhould he with her that evening. She accepted of 
the favour, and Jacob flept with Lea, by the favour of Ra- 
chel. She bare then theſe ſons, Iſſachar, denoting one born 
by 
Jacob; the reaſons of their ſeveral names, and the times of their ſeveral 
births in the interval here aſſigned; their ſeveral excellent characters 
their ſeveral faults and repentance; the ſeveral accidents of their lives; 
with their ſeveral prophecies at their deaths, ſee the Teſtaments of theſe 
twelve patriarchs, ſtill preſerved, at large, in the Authent. Rec. part l. 
p- 294-443. 

* I fozmerly explained theſe mandrates, as we, with the Septuagint, 
ard Joſephus, render the Hebrew word Dudaim, of the Syrian aus, 
with Ludolphus, Authent. Rec. part I. p. 420. But have ſince ſeen ſuch 
a very probable account in M of my learned friend Mr Samuel Barker's 
of what we till call mandrakes, and their deſcriptions by the ancient 


naturaliſts and phyſicians, as inclines me to think - theſe here mentionss 
were really mandrakes, and no other. | 
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Ly hure; and Zabulon, one born as a pledge of benevolence 
| After {ome time, Ra- 


bel had a fon, named Joſeph, which ſignified there ſhould 


be another added to him. 


9. Now Jacob fed the flocks of Laban his father-in-law all 


this time, being twenty years, after which he deſired leave of 


his father-in-law to take his wives and go home; but when 
iis father-in-law would not give him leave, he contrived to 
do it ſecretly. He made trial therefore of the diſpoſition of 


his wives, what they thought of this journey. When they ap- 


peared glad, and approved of it, Rachel took along with her 
the images of the gods, which, according to their laws they 
uſed to worſhip in their own country, and ran away, togethcr 
with her ſiſter. The children allo of them both, and the 
hand-maids, and what poſſeſſions they had, went along with 
them. Jacob alſo drove away half the cattle, without letting 
Laban know of it before hand. But the reaſon why Rachel 
took the images of the gods, although Jacob had taught her 
to deſpiſe fuck worthip of thoſe gods, was this, that in caſe 
they were purſued, and taken by her father, ſhe might have 
recourſe to theſe images, in order to obtain his pardon. 

10. But' Laban, after one day's time, being acquainted 
with Jacob's and his daughter's departure, was much troubled, 
and purſued after them, leading a band of men with him; 
and on the ſeventh day overtook them, and found them reſt- 
ing on a certain hill; and then indeed he did not meddle with 
them, for it was even-tide : But God ſtood by him in a 
dream, and warned him to receive his ſon-in-law, and his 
daughters, in a peaceable manner; and not to venture upon 
any thing raſhly, or in wrath to them, but to make a league 
with Jacob. And he told him, that if he deſpiſed their ſmall 
number, avd attacked them in an hoſtile manner, hetwould 
himſelf aſſiſt them. When Laban had been thus fore warned 
by God, he called Jacob to him the next day, in order to 
treat with him, and ſhewed him what dream he had; in de- 
pendence whereon he came confidently to him, and began to 
accuſe him, alleging that he had entertained him when he 
was poor, and in want of all things, and had given him plenty 
of ell things which he had; For, ſaid he, 1 have joined 
* my daughters to thee in marriage, and ſuppoſed that thy 
* kindneſs to me would be greater than before; but thou hali 
had no regard to either thy own mother's relation to me, 
nor to the affinity now newly-contracted between us; nor 

2 2 
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* 


Bock ! 


to thoſe wives whom thou hoſt married; nor to thoſe cli 
ren of whom I am the grand-father. Thou haſt treat 
© me as an enemy, by driving away my Cattle ; and by yer. 
ſuading my daughters to run away from their father; ul 
by carrying home theſe ſacred paternal images which wart 
worihipped by my forefathers, and have been honoure( 
with the like worſhip which they payed them, by myſch 
* In ſhort, thou haſt done this whilſt thou wert my kinfnay, 
and my fiſter's fon, and the huſband of my daughters, ar! 
was hoſpitably treated by me, and didit eat at my table. 
When Laban had taid this, Jacob made his defence : ** [hy 
„he wes not the only perſon in whom God had implante 
the love of his native country, but that he had made it 8. 
* tural to all men; and that therefore it was but reaſonablt 
that, aſter ſo long time, he ſhould go back to it. But x 
to the prey, of whoſe driving away thou accuſeſt me, i 
any other perſon were the arbitrator thou wouldſt be found 
in the wrong: For inſtead of thoſe thanks I ought to have 
had from thee, for both keeping thy cattle, and increaſing 
them, how is it that thou art unjuſtly angry at me becauſe 
I have taken, and have with me, a {mall portion of them! 
+ But then, as to thy daughters, take notice, that it is not 
through any evil practices of mine that they follow me i 
my return home, but from that juſt affection which wives 
naturally have to their huſbands. They follow therefore 
not ſo properly myſelf as their own children,” And thu 
far of his apology was made, in order to clear himſelf of hay- 
ing acted unjuſtly, To which he added his own complaint 
and accuſation of Laban; ſaying, * While I was thy ſiſter" 
“ ſon, and thou hadſt given me thy daughters in marriage, 
thou haſt worn me out with thy harſh commands, and de- 
** tained me twenty years under them. That indeed which 
* was required in order to my marrying thy daughters, hard 
* as it was, I own to have been tolerable ; but as to thoſe 
that were put upon me after thoſe marriages, they were 
worſe, and ſuch indeed as an enemy would have avoided.“ 
For certainly Laban had uſed Jacob very ill : For when he 
ſaw that God was aſſiſting to Jacob in all that he deſired, he 
promiſed him, that of the young cattle which ſhould be bory, 
he ſhould have ſometimes what was of a white colaur, and 
ſometimes what ſhould be of a black colour; but when thoſe 
that came to Jacob's ſhare proved numerous, he did * 
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W.. (ith with him, but ſaid he would give them to him the 
Nest year, becauſe of his envying him the multitude of his 
Fofeſons. He promiſed him as before, becauſe he thought 
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uch an increaſe was not to be expected; but when it appear- 


to be fact, he deceived him. 


11. But then, as to the ſacred images, he bid them ſearch 


Wor them; and when Laban accepted of the offer, Rachel be- 
Wng informed of it, put thoſe images into that Tamel's ſaddle 


on which ſhe rode, and ſat-upon it: and ſaid, that her natu- 
al purgation hindered her riſing up: So Laban left off ſearch- 
ag any farther, not ſuppoſing that his daughter, in ſuch cir- 
umſtances, would approach to thoſe images. So he made a 


league with Jacob, and bound it by oaths, that he would not 
bear him any malice on account of what had happened; and 


jacob made the like league, and promiſed to Love Laban's 
daughters. And theſe leagues they confirmed with oaths.al- 
ſo, which they made upon certain mountains, whereon they 
creed a pillar, in the form of an altar: Whence that hill is 
called Gilead; and from thence they call that land The land 
;/Gilead at this days Now when they had feaſted, after the 
making of the league, Laban returned home. 


CHAP. AX. 
Concerning the meeting of Jacob and Eſau. 


| 1, Now as: Jacob was proceeding on his journey to the 
land of Canaan angels appeared to him, and ſug- 

celted to him good hope of his future condition; and that 
place he named The camp of God. And being. defirous of 
knowing what his brother's intentions were to him, he ſept 
mollengers to give him an exact account of every thing, as be- 
inz afraid, on -account of the enmities batween them. He 
charged thoſe that were ſent to ſay to Efau, that © Jacob had 
thought it wrong to live together with him, while he was 
in anger againſt Kim, and ſo had gone out of the country; 
and that he now, thinking the length of time of his abſence 
* muſt have made up their differences, was returning: That 
dhe brought with him his wives, and his children, with 
'* what poſſeſſions he had gotten; and delivered himſelf, with 
„what was molt dear to him, into his hands; and ſhould 
think it his greateſt happineſs to partake together with his 
brother of what God had beſtowed upon him,” So theſe 
E 3 1 meſſengers 


* 


* 
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meſſengers told him this meſſage. Upon which Eſau w 
very glad, and met his brother with four hundred men. Ay 
jacob, when he heard that he was coming to meet him gil 
:uch a number of men, was greatly afraid: However, 
committed his hope of deliverance to God; and conſiders 
how, in his preſent circumſtances, he might preſerve himſch 
and thoſe that were with him, and overcome his enemies, | 
they attacked him injuriouſly. He therefore diſtributed 
company into parts : Some he ſent before the reſt, and th 
others he ordered to come cloſe behind, that fo if the fi 
were overpowered, when his brother attacked them, thy 
might have thoſe that followed as a refuge to fly unto. An 
when he had put his company in this order, he ſent ſome d 
them to carry preſents to his brother. The preſents wer 
made up of cattle, and a great number of four-footed beaſt, 
of many kinds, ſuch as would be very acceptable to thoſe tha 
received them, on account. of their rarity. 'Thoſe who wer: 
ent went at certain intervals of ſpace aſunder, that by folloy. 
ing thick one after another, they might appear to be the mor: 
numerous, that Eſau might remit of bis anger on account c 
theſe-preſents, if he-were ſtill in a paſſion. Inſtructions wen 
allo given to thoſe that were ſent to ſpeak gently to him. 
2, When Jacob had made theſe appointments all the day, 
and night came on, he moved on with his company; and a 
they were gone over a certain river called Jabboc, Jacob was 
left behind; and meeting with an angel, he wreſtled with him, 
tae angel beginning the ſtruggle; but he prevailed over the 
angel, who uſed a voice, and ſpake to him in words, exhorting 
him to be pleaſed with what had happened to him, and not 
to ſuppoſe that his victory was a ſmall one, but that he had 
ovencome a divine angel; and to eſteem the victory as a fign 
of great bleſſings that ſhould come to him; and that his off. 
{pring ſhould never fail ; and that no man ſhould be too hard 
for his power. He alſo commanded him to be called“ ue 
which in the Hebrew tongue ſignifies one that /ruggled wb 
the divine angel. Theſe promiſ@-were made at the prayer ot 
Jacob; for when he perceived him to be the angel of God, 


he 


* Perhars this may be the proper meaning of the word 7/rael by the 
preſent ard the old Jeruſalem analogy of the Hebrew tongue. In the 
mean time, it is certain that the Helleniſts of the firſt century, in Egylt 
and elſcwheze, interpreted !/-ra-el, to be a man ſecing Gcd, as is £9: 
dent from the argument fore - cited. 9 
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reafter. And when the angel had ſaid what is before re- 
ted, he diſappeared : But Jacob was pleaſed with theſe 
ings, and named the place Phanuel, which ſignifies,s The 
ce of God. Now when he felt pain by this ſtruggling, upon 
5 broad finew, he abſtained from eating that finew himſelf 
terward; and for his ſake it is {till not eaten by us. 

3. When Jacob underitood that his brother was near, he 
rdered his wives to go before, each by herſelf, with the hand- 
aids, that they might ſee the actions of the men, as they 


Pere fighting, if Eſau were fo diſpoſed. He then went up 


chem, which is a city of the Canaanites. 


> his brother Eſau, and bowed down to him, who had no 
vil deſign upon him, but ſaluted him; and aſked him about 
ie company of the children, and of the women; and defir- 
d, when he had underſtood all he wanted to know about 
hem, that he would go along with him to their father: But 
acob pretending that the cattle were weary, Eſau returned 
o Seir, for there was his place of habitation, he having na- 
ned the place roughneſs, from his own barry roughneſs. 


CH A. P.: 36> 
Concerning the violation of Dina's chaſtuy.. 


d 1. Hrxxruros Jacob came to the place, till this day call. 
ed Tents, [ Succoth] from whence he went to She- 
Now as the She- 
chemites were keeping a feſtival, Dina, who was the only 
daughter of Jacob, went into the city to ſee the finery of the 
women of that country. But when Schechem, the ſon of Ha- 
mor the king, ſaw her, he defiled Ler by violence; and being 
greatly in love with her, he defired of his father that he would 
procure the damſel to him for a wife. To which defire he 
condeſcended; and came to Jacob, deſiring him to give leave 
that his ſon Schechem might, according to law, marry Dina. 
But Jacob, not knowing how to deny the deſire of one of ſuch 
great dignity, and yet not thinking it lawful to marry his 
daughter to a ſtranger, intreated him to give him leaveto have 
a conſultation about what he deſired him to do. So the King 
went away, in hopes that Jacob would grant him this mar- 
riage. But Jacob informed his ſons of the defilement of their 
iter, and of the addreſs of Hamor ; and deſired them to give 
him their advice, what they ſhould do. Upon this, the great- 


eſt 


eſt part ſaid nothing, not knowing what advice to give. M. The 
Simeon and Levi, the brethren of the damſel, by the ſay > ſemale 
mother, agreed between themſelves upon the action following! to © 
It being now the time of a feſtival, when the Shechemii!: ; ©! * 
were employed in eaſe and feaſting, they fell upon the wats 
when they were aſleep, and coming into the city, flew * 4 
the males; as alſo the King, and his ſon, with them; hy 
ſpared the women. And when they had done this withoy L 
their father's conſent, they brought away their ſiſter, | 

2. Now while Jacob was aſtoniſhed at the. greatneſs of thu. be 
act, and was ſeverely blaming his ſons for it, God ſtood H he C. 
him, and bid him be of good courage; but to purify his tent, ho 115 
and to offer thoſe ſacrifices which he had vowed to offer wha of id 
he went firſt into Meſopotamia, and ſaw his viſion. As lM ate 
was therefore purifying his followers, he light upon the gol 2 LY 
of Laban (for he did not before know they were ſtoien E "IX 
Rachel), and he hid them in the earth, under an cak, u * * p 
Shechem. And departing thence, he offered ſacrifice at ge 3 K 
thel, the place where he ſaw his dream, when he went f _— 
into Meſopotamia. by — x 


And when he was gore thence, and was come over % 
gainſt Ephrata, he there buried Rachel, who died in child 
bed: She was the only one of Jacob's Kindred that had nat 
the honour of burial at Hebron. And when he had mourn 
ed for her a great while, he called the ſon that was born a 


her + Benjamin, becauſe of the /orrow the mother had with 
him 


Of this laughter of the Shechemites by Simeon and Levi, ſe 
Authent, Rec. part I. p. 309, 418, 432---439 But why Joſepha 
has omitted the circumciſion of theſe Shechemites, as the occafion of 
their death; and of Jacob's great grief, as in the Teſtament of Levi 
{$ 5. I cannot tell. | 

+ Since Benoni ſignifies the yon of my ſorrow, and Benjamin the / 
days, or one born in the father's c age, Gen. xliv. 20. I ſuſpect Joſe 
phus's preſent copies to be here imperſect; and I ſuppoſe, that in cor- 
reſpondence to other copies, he wrote that Rachel called her ſon's nam 
Benoni, but his ſather called him Benjamim, Gen. xxxv. 18. As for Pen 
jamim, as commonly explained, the fon of the'right band, it makes no ſen: 
at all, and ſeems to be a groſs modern error only. The Samaritan al. 
ways writes this name truly Benjamim, which probably is here of the 
ſame ſignification, only with the Chaldee termination, in, inſtead of in, 
in the Hebrew, as we pronounce Cherubin or Cherubim indifferenthj. 
Accordingly both the Teſtament of Benjamin, $ 2. p. 401. and Philo d 
nominum mutatione, p. TO59 write the name Benjamiv, but explain it not 
the fon bis right band, but the ſor of days, | 
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Theſe are all the children of Jacob, twelve males, and 
-ſemale. Of them eight were legitimate, viz. ſix of Leah, 
Ito of Rachel; and four were of the hand-maids, two of 
hn; all whoſe names have been ſet down already. 
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10:4 thence Jacob came to Hebron, a city ſituate among 

the Canaanites; and there it was that Iſaac lived: and 
they lived together for a little while; for as to Rebeka, 
cob did not find her alive. Ifaac allo died not long after 
coming of his fon z and was buried by his ſons, with his 
ite, in Hebron, where they had a monument belonging to 
dem from their forefathers. Now Iſaac was a man who was 
loved of God, and was vouchſafed great inſtances of pro- 
dence by God, after Abraham his father; and lived to be 
cceeding old: for when he had lived virtuouſly one hun- 
ed and eighty-five years, he then died, 0 
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concub 


B O O K II. part of 

| WW: nated i 

| 1 e count! 
Containing the Interval of 220 Years. . in its 
itauts. 


From the Death Is AAN to the Exopus out of Eg 


— v Poſeph 


brethren, 


$oppine/s 


RY * * ah ah ah — 
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* 
How Eſau and Jacob, the ſons of Iſaac, divided their hai 8 " 
tion ; and Eſau poſſeſſed Idumea, and Jacob Cungan. Ml. tue . 
e envie 


| p FR AFTER the death of Iſaac, his ſons divided their hy 


tations reſpectively. Nor did they retain what thy * 


had before; but Eſau departed from the city of Hebron, u 3 * 
left it to his brother, and dwelt in Seir, and ruled over li 8 * 

mea. He called the country by that name from himſelf, 13 
he was named Adom; which appellation he got on the f / Pans 


lowing occaſion: One day returning from the toil of hunti 
very hungry (it was when he was a child in age), he lights 
on his brother when he was getting ready lentile-pottage 
his dinner, which was of a very red colour; on which u 
count he the more earneſtly longed for it, and deſired lu 
to give him ſome of it to eat: But he made advantage. 
his brother's hunger, and forced him to reſign up to him b 
birth- right, and he being pinched with famine, reſigned it1 
to him, under an oath. Whence it came, that, on accou 
of the redneſi of this pottage, he was, in way of jeſt, by l 
cotemporaries, called Alem, for the Hebrews call what! 
red Adom; and this was the name given to this country: B 
the Greeksgave it a more agreeable pronunciation, and na 
ed it ldumea. . 
2. He became the father of five ſons; of whom Jaus, a 
Jalomus, and Coreus, were by one wife, whoſe name was 4 
libama; but of the reſt, Aliphaz was born to him by Ac 
and Raguel by Baſemath : and theſe were the ſons of Ela 
- Aliphaz had five legitimate ſons, Theman, Omer, Saphu 
Gotham and Kanaz; for Amalek was not legitimate, bi 
| b 
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concubine, whoſe name was Thamna. Theſe dwelt in 
part of Idumea which was called Gebalitit, and that de- 
nated from Amalek, Amalekitts;, for Idumea was a 
country, and did then preſerve the name of the whole, 
De in its ſeveral parts it kept the names of its peculiar in- 
itauts. 


Ars. 


Ell 
* CHAP. II. 
CC 
relbren, when certain dreams had fore ſbewed his future 


Soppine/s. 


I happened that Jacob came to ſo great happineſs as 

rarely any other perſon has arrived at. He was richer 

n the reſt of the inhabitants of that country; and was at 
e envied and admired for ſuch virtuous ſons, for the 

re deficient in nothing, but were of great ſouls, both for 

ouring with their hands, and enduring of toil ; and ſhrewd 


ir habj 
aan. 


heir hat 
v hat the 


a o in underſtanding. And God exerciſed ſuch a providence 
055 f er him, and ſuch a care of his happineſs, as to bring him 
: the greateſt bleſſings. even out of what appeared to be the 


dit ſorrowful condition; and to make him the cauſe of our 


f hunt efathers departure out of Egypt, him and his poſterity. 


© gi e occaſion was this: When Jacob had this ſon Joſeph 
the 4 rn to him by Rachel, his father loved him above the reſt 
mn D his ſons, both becauſe of the beauty of his body, and the 


rtues of his mind, for he excelled the reſt in prudence, 
his affection of his father excited the envy and the hatred 
his brethren; as did alſo his dreams which he ſaw, and 


intage 8 
> him l 


2 lated to his father, and to them, which foretold his future 
1. b bpineſs, it being uſual with mankind to envy their very 
| ** ; areſt relations ſuch their proſperity. Now the viſions which 


dſeph ſaw in his ſleep were theſe : 

2. When they were in the middle of harveſt, and Joſeph 
as ſent by his father, with his brethren to gather the fruits 
the earth, he ſaw a viſion in a dream, but greatly exceed- 


try: B 


nd nan 


E g the accuſtomary appearances that come when we are a- 
by ep; which, when he was got up, he told his brethren, that 
+ Eſa hey might judge what it portended. He ſaid, He ſaw the 


laſt night, that his wheat ſheaf ftood fill in the place 
' where he ſet it, but that their ſheaves ran to bow down to 
it, as ſervants bow down to their maſters,” But as ſoon 
| | 28 
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6> "ANTIQUITIES OF . Bk» Wi" 
as they perceived the viſion foretold that he ſhould cy 
power and great wealth, and that his power ſhould be in, 
poſition to them, they gave no interpretation of it to Joſe 
as if the dream were not by them underſtood : But th 
prayed that no part of what they ſuſpetted to to be its ne 
ing might come to pals ; and they bare a ſtill greater hatt 
to him on that account. 

But God, in oppoſition to their envy, ſent a ſz 
viſion to Joſeph, which was much more wonderful than! 
former; for it ſeemed to him that the ſun took with him 


> meſien 
ue fate 
ut ther 
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ow the? 


aw 70% 
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moon, and the reſt of the ſtars, and came down to the car ond il 
and bowed down to him. He told this viſion to his facht - 
and that, as ſuſpecting nothing of ill-will from his brethn . N 
when they were there alſo, deſired him to interpret . f 
it ſhould fignify. Now Jacob was pleaſed with the dre: yy 
for conſidering the prediction in his mind, and ſhrexdly x At n 
wiſely gueſſing at its meaning, he rejoiced at the great thin Ka * 
thereby ſignified, becauſe it declared the future happine e 
his ſon; and that, by the blefling of God, the time ſhox * Os 
come when he ſhould be honoured, and thought worthy 1 the 
worſhip by his parents and brethren, as gueſſing that na 
moon and ſun were like his mother and father; the form NB * 
as ſhe that gave increaſe and nouriſhment to all things, a Peres 
the latter, he that gave form and other powers to them ; Mhough 
that the ſtars were like his brethren, fince they were ele 3 
in number, as were the ſtars that receive their power ira br 
the ſun and moon. . I" 
4. And thus did Jacob make a judgment of this viſia * 
and that a ſhrewd one alſo. But theſe interpretations cavit E Bt 
very great grief to Joſeph's brethren ; ; and they were aſfed to hav 
to him hereupon as if he were a certain ſt ranger, that va gader v 
have thoſe good things which wer e ſigniß ed by the drem good 
and not as one that was a brother, with wuom it was pr oba n 
they ſhould be joint partakers; and as they had been parti or the 
in the ſame parentage, ſo ſhould they be of the ſame happine hve © 
+ hey allo reſolved to Kill the lad; and having fully ratiße vo 
that intention of theirs, as ſoon as their collection of the fru 
was over, they went to Schechem, which is a country g0 * 
for feeding of cattle, and for paſturage, there they fed the 2 
flocks, without acquainting their father with their remot ＋ 
thither : Whereupon he had melancholy ſuſpicions abo told it 
them, as being ignorant of his ſons condition, and reccivinll Gen, x 


* 
4 
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> meſſenger from the flocks that could inform him of the 
ue Rate they were in; ſo, becauſe he was in great fear a- 
wut them, he ſent Joſeph to the flocks, to learn the cir- 
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.0 Olen . * * * 

* N ſtances his brethren were in, and to bring him word 
1 2 5 85 2 

Si al they did. 

ter hatr 


C HAF. III. 


{arm 
ef 122 Joſeph was thus fold by his brethren into Egypt, by rea- 
h bin /on of their hatred to him; and how he there grew famous 
4 2 : and illuſtrious, and had his brethren under his power, 


% 


pres 1. Now theſe brethren rejoĩced as ſoon as they ſary their 
pret 10 brother coming to them, not indeed as at the pre- 
ie Ice of a near relation, or as at the preſence of one ſent by 
Rr eir father, but as at the preſence of an enemy, and one 
eat Mr bat by divine providence was delivered into their hands; 
opined nd they already reſolved to kill him, and not let flip the op- 
ne ſho ortunity that lay before them, But when Reubel, the eldeſt 
vorths BP! them ſaw them thus diſpoſed, and that they had agreed 
thai ogether to execute their purpole, he tried to reſtrain them, 
„ ferne wing them the heinous enterpriſe they were going about, 
ines nd the horrid nature of it: that this action would appear 
5” Wicked in the fight of God, and impious before men, even 
TY hough they ſhould Kill one not related to them, but much 
wer ore flagitious and deteſtable to appear to have ſlain their 


own brother; by which act the father muſt be treated unjuſt- 
ly in the ſon's ſlaughter, and the“ mother alſo be in per- 
llexity while ſhe laments that her ſon is taken away from her, 
and this not in a natural way neithex. So he intreated them 
to have a regard to their own conſciences, and wiſely to con- 
ſider what miſchief would betide them upon the death of ſo 
good a child, and their youngeſt brother; that they would al- 
lo fear God, who was already both a ſpectator and a witneſs 


©, 


11s viſa 
ns cauſt 
e alice? 
at was! 
> dream 


probati 


pary of the deſigns they had againſt their brother; that he would 
jappibeßg love them it they abſtained from this act, and yielded to te- 
y ratine | * 
"I Vor. I. F pentance 
the fru 
try god * We may here obſerve, that in correſpondence to Joſeph's ſecond 
fed the dream, which implied, that his mother, who was then alive, as well as 


his father, ſhould come and bow down to him, Joſephus repteſents her here 
as till alive aſter ſhe was dead, for the decorum of the dream that fore- 
told it, as the interpretation of that dream does alſo in all our copics, 
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6> 'ANTIQUITIES OF Ae. II. 
as they perceived the viſion foretold that he ſhould ot; 
power and great wealth, and that his power ſhould be ad 
poſition to them, they gave no interpretation of it to oled 
as if the dream were not by them underſtood: But the 
prayed that no part of what they ſuſpected to to be its men 
ing might come to pals; and they bare a ſtill greater hatre 
to him on that account. | 


3. But God, in oppoſition to their envy, ſent a ſecon! 
viſion to Joleph, which was much more wonderful than the 
| former ; for it ſeemed to him that the ſun took with him th 
moon, and the reſt of the ſtars, and came down to the a 
and bowed down to him. He told this vifion to his N 
and that, as ſuſpecting nothing of ill-will from his brett! 
when they were there alſo, deſired him to interpret wh 
it ſhould fignify. Now Jacob was pleaſed with the ares 
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wiſely gueſſing at its meaning, he rejoices at the great thing that by e 
thereby ſignified, becauſe it declared the future happineſsd and they : 
his ſon; and that, by the bleſſing of God, the time ſhoul 5 
come when he ſhould be honoured, and thought worthy of of them i 
worſhip by his parents and brethren, as gueſſing that the together 
moon and ſun were like his mother and ſather; the former e wing 
as ſhe that gave increaſe and nouriſhment to all a and the l 
the latter, he that gave form and otlier powers to Os. ; and wicked! 
that the ſtars were like his brethren, ſince they were dlevd though t 
in number, as were the ſtars that receive their power from more iis 
the ſun and moon. own bro! 
4. And thus did Jacob make a judgment of this viſion or th 
and that a ſhrewd one alſo. But theſe interpretations c plexity , 
very great grief to Joſeph's brethren ; and they were affected and this 
to him hercupon as if he were a certain ſtranger, that was to to batte! 
have thoſe good things which were fignited by the dreams, ider wh 
and not as one that was a brother, with wiiom it was probable good ac 
they ſhould be joint partakers; and as they had been partners io fear ( 
inthe ſame parentage, ſo ſhould they be of the ſame happine!s, af the c 
They allo reſolved to Kill the lad ; and having fully ratifed love the 
that intention of theirs, as ſoon as their collection of the fruits Vor. 
223 Rey went to Schechem, which is a country good * We 
eeding of cattle, and for paſturage, there they fed their dream, v 
flocks, without acquainting their father with their removal his father 
thither : Whereupon he had melancholy ſuſpicions avout ar Te al 
them, as being ignorant of his ſons condition, and receiving 282 
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o meſſenger from the flocks that could inform him of the 

rue fate they were in; ſo, becauſe he was in great fear a- 
bout them, he ſent Joleph to the flocks, to learn the cir- 
WT um ſtances his brethren were in, and to bring him word 


how they did. 
G2: A Pc 10 


How Joſeph was thus ſold by his brethren into Egypt, by rea- 
n of their hatred io him; and how he there grew famous 
and illuſtrious, and had his brethren under his power. 


% 


j 1. No theſe brethren rejoĩced as ſoon as they ſaw their 


ren, - 1 J 
* brother coming to them, not indeed as at the pre- 
2 ſence of a near relation, or as at the preſence of one ſent by 
am; a 

their father, but as at the preſence of an enemy, and one 
an! 


that by divine providence was delivered into their hands 
wn KL they already reſolved to kill him, and not let flip the op- 
: portunity that lay before them. But when Reubel, the eldeſt 
of them ſaw them thus diſpoſed, and that they had agreed 


4 together to execute their purpoſe, he tried to reſtrain them, 
"WW ſicwing them the heinous enterpriſe they were going about, 
. and the horrid nature of it: that this action would appear 


* wicked in the ſight of God, and impious before men, even 
f though they ſhould kill one not related to them, but much 
more flagitious and deteſtable to appear to have ſlain their 
own brother; by which act the father muſt be treated unjuſt- 
ly in the ſon's ſlaughter, and the * mother alſo be in per- 
my: plexity while ſhe laments that her ſon is taken away from her, 


"WM fider what miſchief would betide them upon the death of ſo 
5 good a child, and their youngeſt brother; that they would al- 
1 lo fear God, who was already both a ſpectator and a witneſs 
* of the deſigns they had againſt their brother; that he would 
14 . love them it they abſtained from this act, and yielded to re- 
Ui Vol. I. F pentance 
o0d * We may here obſerve, that in correſpondence to Joſeph's ſecond 
161 Arcam, which implied, that his mother, who was then alive, as well as 
a his father, ſhould come and bow down to him, Joſephus repteſents her here 
*. as till alive aſter ſhe was dead, for the decorum of the dream that fore- 
: told it, as the ipterpretation of that dream does alſo in All our copies, 
ing Gen, xxxvii. 18. | 


91 and this not in a natural way neither. So he intreated them 
* to have a regard to their own conſciences, and wiſely to con- 
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pentance and amendment: But in caſe they proceeded to 4 


the fact, all ſorts of puniſhments would overtake them fron if 


God for this murder of their brother, ſince they polluted hi 
providence, which was every where preſent, and which di 
not overlook what was done, either in deſarts or in cities: fo 
whereſoever a man 1s, there ought he to ſuppoſe that God f 
alſo. He told them farther, that their conſciences would be 
their enemies if they attempted to go through ſo wicked x 
enterpriſe, which they can never avoid, whether it be a goo! 
conſcience, or whether it be ſuch an one as they will has: 
within them when once they have killed their brother, He 
alſo added this beſides to what he had. before ſaid, that it = 
not a righteous thing to kill a brother, though he had injured 
them that it is a good thing to forget the actions of ſuch nen 
friends, even in things wherein they might ſeem to have 6. 
fended ; but that they were going to kill Joſeph, who hat 
been guilty of nothing that was ill towards them, in who{ 
caſe the infirmity of his ſmall age ſhould rather procure hin 
mercy, and move them to unite together in the care of hi: 
preſervation. That the cauſe of killing him made the a it. 
ſelf much worſe, while they determined to take him off out 
of envy at his fature proſperity; an equal ſhare of which they 
would naturally partake while he eryoyed it, ſince they were 
to him not ſtrangers, but the neareſt relations, for they might 
reckon upon what God beſtowed upon Joſeph as their own; 


and that it was fit for them to believe, that the anger of God 
-would for this cauſe be more ſevere upon them, if me flew 


him who was Judged by God to be worthy of that proſperity 
which was to be hoped for; and while by murdering him, 
they made it impoſlible for God to beſtow it upon him. 

2. Reubel ſaid theſe, and many other things, and uſed 
intreaties to them, and thereby endeavoured to divert them 


from the murder of their brother. But when he ſaw that his 


diſcourſe had not mollified them at all, and that they made 
haſte to do the fact, he adviſed them to alleviate the wicked- 
neſs they were going about in themannerof taking Joſephof; 
for as he had exhorted them firſt, when they were going to 


revenge themſelves, to be diſſuaded from doing it, ſo face 


the ſentence for killing their brother had prevailed, he ſaid 
that they would not however be ſo groſsly guilty, if they 
would be perſuaded to follow his preſent advice, which would 
include what they were ſo eager about, but was not ſo very 

| | . bad. 
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ad, but, in the diſtreſs they were in, of a lighter nature. 
Ne begged of them therefore not to kill their brother with 
= -ir own hands, but to caſt him into the pit that was hard 
y, and ſo to let him die; by which they would gain ſo much, 
hat they would not defile their own hands with his blood. 
No this the young men readily agreed: So Reubel took the 
d, and tied him to a cord, and let him down gently into 
Due pit, for it had no water at all in it ; who, when he had 
one this, went his way to ſeek for ſuch paſturage as was fit 
for feeding their flocks. 
z. But Judas, being one of Jacob's ſons alſo, ſeeing ſome 
Arabians, of the poſterity of Iſhmael, carrying ſpices and Sy- 
rian wares out of the land of Gilead to the Egyptians, after 
Reubel was gone, adviſed his brethren to draw Joſeph out of 
the pit, and ſell him to the Arabians; for if he ſhould die a- 
mong ſtrangers a great way off, they ſhould be freed from 


this barbarous action. This therefore was reſolved on: So 


chants for * twenty pounds. He was now ſeventeen years 
old. But Reubel coming in the night-time to the pit, reſolv- 
ed to fave Joſeph, without the privity of his brethren ; and 
when, upon his calling to him, he made no anſwer, he was 
afraid that they had deſtroyed him after he was gone; of 
which he complained to his brethren, but when they had 
told him what they had done, Reubel left off his mourning, 
4. When Joſeph's brethren had done thus to him, they 
conſidered what they ſhould do to eſcape the ſuſpicions of 
their father. Now they had taken away from Joſeph: the coat 


lim down into the pit; ſo they thought proper to tear that 
coat to pieces, and to dip it into goat's blood, and then to 
carry it, and fhew it to their father, that he might believe he 
was deſtroyed by wild beaſts. And when they had ſo done, 
to his ſon had already come to his knowledge: Then they 


had befallen him, but that they had found his coat bloody, 


was the true number, and true fum, cannot therefore now. be known. 


they drew Joſeph up out of the pit, and fold him to the mer- 


which he had on when he came to them, at the time they let 


they came to the old man, but this not till what had happened 
/aid that they had not feen Joſeph, nor knew, what miſhap. 


and torn to pieces, whence they had a ſuſpicion that he had 
F 2 fallen 


The Septuagint have 20 pieces of gold; the Teſtament of Gad 30; 
the Hebrew and Samaritan 20 of ſilver; and the vulgar Latin 30. What 
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+ this coat was an evident argument that he was dead, for hy 


We. IV. 
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fallen among wild beaſts, and ſo periſhed, if that was th, 
coat he had on when he came from home. Now Jacob hy 
before ſome better hopes that his ſon was only made a cap. 
tive; but now he laid aſide that notion, and ſuppoſed tha 


well remembered that this was the coat he had on when he 
lent him to his brethren : So he hereafter lamented the la 
as now dead, and as if he had been the father of no more 
than one, without taking any comfort in the reſt ; and ſo he 
was allo affected with his misfortune before he met with jo. 
ſeph's brethren, when he alſo conjectured that Joſeph wz 
deſtroyed by wild beaſts. He ſat down alſo clothed in 
ſackcloth and in heavy affliction, inſomuch that he found n 
eaſe when his ſons comforted him, neither did his pains remit 
by length of time, 


CHAP. IV. 


contriving 

MT | . mi ht intre 
Concerning the /ignal chaſtily of Joſeph. Ihe 8 
that it had 


Fr. Now Potiphar, an Egyptian, who was chief cook to 

King Pharaoh, bought Joſeph of the merchants, 
who ſold him to him. He had him in the greateſt honour, 
and taught him the learning that became a free man, and 
gave him leave to make uſe of a diet better than was allot. 
ted to ſlaves, He intruſted alſo the care of his houſe to him. 
So he enjoyed theſe advantages; yet did not he leave that 
virtue which he had before, upon ſuch a change of his con- 
dition, but he demonſtrated that wiſdom was g hle to govern 


licitation, : 
the revere 
bim, and | 
the was fo 
beneath h. 
prudent Ac 
{or wheth 
licitations 


the uneaſy paſſions of life, in ſuch as have it in reality, and neſt neſs ' 
do not only put it on for a ſhew, under a preſent ſtate of N 1 
proſperity. the _ 

2. For when his maſter's wife was fallen in love with him, mer diſco 
both on account of his beauty of body, and his dexterous WM *? 859 
management of affairs; and ſuppoſed, that if ſhe ſhould make . 
it known to him, ſhe ſhould eaſily perſuade him to come and * 2 
lie with her, and that he would look on it as a piece of happy e 
fortune that his miſtreſs ſhould intreat him, as regarding that already | 
fate of flavery he was in, and not his moral character, full gre 
which continued after his condition was changed: So ſhe new 


made known her naughty inclinations ; and ſpake to him a- J 
bout lying with her. However, he rejected her intreaties, ne wou 
not thinking it agreeable to religion to yield ſo far to her, as 
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do what would tend to the affsont and injury of him that 
rchaſed him, and had vouchſafed him ſo great honours- 
Je, on the contrary, exhorted her to govern that paſſion ; 
4 laid before her the impoſſibility of her obtaining her de- 
res, which he thought might be conquered, if ſhe had no 


Rope of ſucceeding: and he ſaid, that, as to himſelf, he 
Would endure any thing whatever before he would be per- 
W.aded to it; for although it was fit for a ſlave, as he was, 
Bo do nothing contrary to his miſtreſs, he might well be ex- 


uſed in a caſe where the contradiction was to ſuch fort of 
ommands only. But this oppoſition of Joſeph's, when ſhe 
lid not expect it, made her ſtill more violent in her love to 
im; and as ſhe was ſorely beſet with this naughty paſſion, 
o ſhe reſolved to compals her deſign by a ſecond attempt. 
3- When therefore there was a public feſtival coming on, 
n which 3t was the cuſtom for women to come to the public 
ſolemnity, ſhe pretended to her huſband that ſhe was ſick, as 
contriving an opportunity for ſolitude and leiſure, that ſhe 
might intreat Joſeph again: Which opportunity being obtain- 
ed, ſhe uſed more kind words to him than before; and ſaid, 
that it had been good for him to have yielded to her firſt ſo- 


licitation, and to have given her no repulſe, both becauſe of 


the reverence he ought to bear to her dignity, who ſolicited 
him, and becauſe of the vehemency of her paſſion, by which 
ſhe was forced, though ſhe were his miſtreſs, to condeſcend 
beneath her dignity, but that he may now, by taking more 
prudent advice, wipe off the imputation of his former folly ; 


ſor whether it were that he expected the repetition of her ſo- 


licitations, ſhe had now made it, and that with greater ear- 
neſtneſs than before, for that ſhe had pretended fickneſs on 
this very account, and had preferred his converſation before 
the feſtival and its ſolemnity; or whether he oppoſed her for- 


mer diſcourſes, as not believing ſhe could be in earneſt, ſne 


now gave him ſufficient ſecurity, by thus repeating her appli- 
cation, that ſhe meant not in the leaſt by fraud to impoſe up- 
on him; and aſſured him, that if he complied with her af- 


fections, he might expect the enjoyment of the advantages he 


already had; and if he were ſubmiſhve to her, he ſhould have 
till greater advantages; but that he muſt look for revenge 


and hatred from her, in caſe he rejected her deſires, and pre- 
ferred the reputation of chaſtity befoxe his miſtreſs ; for that . 


ne would gain nothing by ſuch procedure, becauſe ſhe would 
| F 3 then 
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then become his accuſer, and would falſely pretend to hy 
huſband that he attempted her chaſtity ; and that Potiphy 
would hearken to her words rather than to his, let his h 
never ſo agreeable to the truth. 
4. When the woman had ſaid thus, and even with ten 

in her eyes, neither did pity diffuade Joſeph from his chaſlity 
nor did fear compel him to a compliance with her; but |, 
oppoſed her ſolicitations, and did not yield to her threatey, 
ings, and was afraid to do an ill thing, and choſe to undergg 
the ſharpeſt puniſhment, rather than to enjoy his preſent ad 
vantages, by doing what his own conſcience knew would jul. 
ly 1 that he ſhould die for it. He alſo put her in mint 
that ſlie was a married woman, and that ſhe ought to cohauie not puniſt 
with her huſband only; and deſired her to ſuffer theſe c bed; who 
fderations to have more weight with her than the ſhort pier to our ho! 
jure of luſtful dalliance, which would bring her to repent le been 1 
ance afterwards z would cauſe trouble to her, and yet woe bounty, 
not amend what had been done amiſs, He alſo ſuggeſted to he, in ev 
ber the fear ſhe would be in, leſt they ſhould be caught; a to us) : t 
that the advantage of concealment was uncertain, and tha wife, and 
only while the wickedneſs was not known [would there he would | 
any quiet for them]; but that ſhe might have the enjoyment deſty, as 
ot her huſband's company without any danger: Aud he to the reftr: 


4 


on, framing 
rrow, WhiK 
iſt, might 2 
that when 
he fight of 
-der the W. 
pad, ſaid 


her, that in the company of her huſband ſhe might have great not reall 
boldneſs, from a good conſcience, both before God, and be. by his be 
ore men. Nay, that ſhe would act better like his miltre, MW and wha 
ant make ule of her authority over him better, while fie he who 
perſiſted in her chaſtity, than when they were both aſhame Ml © the gov: 


tor what wickedneſs they had been guilty of; and that it; + c1deft ſe 
much better to depend on a good life, well ated, and known Thus whe 


to have been ſo, than upon the hopes of the concealment of! Ml carment, : 


ev) practices. — force her. 


5. Joſeph, by ſaying this, and more, tried to reſtrain the I n ife's tea: 
violent paſſion of the woman, and to reduce her affection WM imſelf, a 
within the rules of reaſon: But ſhe grew more ungovernable et hiraſe] 
and earneſt in the matter; and fince ſhe deſpaired of perſuad- tor grant 
ing him, ſhe laid her hands upon him, and had a mind to demning 
force him. But as ſoon as Joſeph had got away from he: Ml lefactor's 
anger, leaving alſo his garment with her, for he left that to Ml and bare 
her, and leaped out of her chamber, ſhe was greatly afraid 


modeſty : 
leſt he ſhould diſcover her lewdneſs to her huſband, and great- | 
y troubled at the affront he had offered her, ſo ſhe reſolved 


0 
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be before hand with him, and to accuſe Joſeph falſely to 


Wotiphar, and by that means to revenge herſelf on him for 
pride and contempt of her; and the thought it a wiſe 


ing in itſelf, and allo becoming a woman, thus to prevent 
is accuſation. Accordingly the fat ſorrowful, and in confu- 
on, framing herſelf ſo hy pocritically and angrily, that the 
row, which was really for her being diſappointed of her 
ft, might appear to be for the attempt upon her chaſtity ; 
that when her huſband came home, and was diſturbed at 
he ſight of her, and inquired what was the cauſe of the dit- 
der the was in, ihe began to accule Joleph : And, O huſ- 
band, faid ſhe, mayſt thou not live a day longer if thou doſt 
not puniſh the wicked flave, who has deſired to defile thy 
bed; who has neither minded who he was, when he came 
to our houſe, ſo as to behave himſelf with modeſty ; nor has 
he been mindful of what favours he had received from thy 
* hounty, (as he muſt be an ungrateful man indeed, unleſs 
he, in every reſpcct, carry himſelf in a manner agreeable 
* to us): this man, I ſay, laid a private deſigu to abuſe thy 
” wife, and this at the time of a feiltival, obſerving when thou 
* wouldſt be abſent. So that it now is clear, that his mo- 
deſty, as it appeared to be formerly, was only becauſe of 
the reſtraint he was in out of fear of thee, but that he was 


not really of a good diſpoſition. This has been occaſioned 


by his being advanced to honour beyond what he deſerved, 


and what he hoped for, inſomuch that he concluded, that 


he who was deemed fit to be truſted with thy eſtate, and 
the government of thy family, and was preferred above thy 
* eldeſt ſervants, might be allowed to touch thy wife alfo.” 
Thus when ſhe had ended her diſcourſe, ſhe ſhewed him his 
carment, as if he then left it with her when he attempted to 
torce her. But Potiphar not being able to diſbelieve what his 
ife's tears ſhewed, and what his wife ſaid, and what he faw 
aimſelf, and being ſeduced by his love to his wife, did not 
tet himſelf about the examination of the truth, but taking it 
tor granted that his wife was a modeſt woman, and con- 
demning Joſeph as a wicked man, he threw him into the ma- 
le factor's priſon ; and had a ſtill higher opinion of his wife, 
and bare her witneſs, that ſhe was a woman of a becoming 
modeſty and chaſtity. 


EHAP, 
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Ne is poure 
tual conſid 
W rrels, tak 
In that ule 
q 1. Now Joſeph, commending all his affairs to God, Mu didſt 1q 
not betake himſelf to make his defence, nor u thine h 
give an account of the exact circumſtances of the fact, bu refore, th: 
filently underwent the bonds and the diſtreſs he was in, fim. ſe from th 
ly believing, that God, who knew the cauſe of his afflictia , as tbe b 
and the truth of the fact, would be more powerful than thok thy ſleep. 
that inflicted the puniſhments upon him; a proof of whole Wſſkctold thee 


. 
Mhat things befel Joſeph in priſon, 


providence he quickly received: for the keeper of the priu hen th: 
taking notice of his care and fidelity in the affairs he had Nu bn, wher 
him about, and the dignity of his countenance, relaxed h place we 
bonds, and thereby made his heavy calamity lighter, and mo me, but | 
ſupportable to him: He alſo permitted him to make uſe of; ndemaed t 
diet better than that of the reſt of the priſoners. Now as hi are not v 
fellow priſoners, when their hard labours were over; fell tough it w. 
diſcourſing one among another, as 1s uſual in ſuch as are . e, as was 
qual ſufferers, and to inquize one of another. what were the ion of his 
occaſions of their being condemned to a priſon; Among then Hen thus ſh 
the King's cup-bearer, and one that had been reſpected hs. But an 
him, was put in bonds upon the King's anger at him. Ihen chief b 
man was under the ſame bonds with Joſeph, and grew mom Harer, he a 
familiar with him; and upon his obſerving that Joſeph had en of the « 
better underſtanding than the reſt had, he told him of x defired tt 
dream he had, and defired he would interpret its meaning Hen the nĩg 
complaining, that beſides the afflictions he underwent fron WP" : Meth 
the. King, God did alſo add to him trouble from his dreams, Head, two 
2. He therefore ſaid, That in his fleep he ſaw three clu.eats, and 
ters of grapes hanging upon three branches of a vine, large" that the 
already, and ripe for gathering; and that he ſqueezed then regard t. 
into a cup, which the King held in his hand; und when he ected a pre 
had ſtrained the wine, he gave it to the King to drink, and?" conſid 
that he received it from him with a pleaſant countenance at he wo! 
This, he ſaid, was what he ſaw; and he defired Joſeph, tha im, anden 
if he had any portion of underſtanding in ſuch matters, e told hin 
would tell kim what this viſion foretold. Who bid him be oft the [ 
good cheer, and expect to be looſed from his bonds in three ould de c 
days time, becauſe the King defired his- ſervice, and was 2. able to 
bout to reſtore him to it again: for he let him know, that]W*"< ſever 
God beſtows the fruit of the vine upon men for good; which" this t 


- ; wilt 


eis poured out to him, and is the pledge of fidelity and 
tual confidence among men; and puts an end to their 
W rrels, takes away paſſion and grief out of the minds of 
n that uſe it, and makes them cheerful. Thou fryeſt that 
Du didſt ſqueeze this wine from three cluſters of grapes 
th thine hands, and that the King received it; know 
refore, that this viſion is for thy good, and foretels a re- 
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-s, a5 the branches had whence thou gatheredſt thy grapes 
thy ſeep. However, remember what proſperity 1 have 
etold thee, when thou haſt found it true by experience : 
| when thou art in authority, do not overlook us in this 
ſon, wherein thou wilt leave us, when thou art gone to 


| Li; place we have foretold ; for we are not in priſon for any 
nome, but for the ſake of our virtue and ſobriety are we 
of ;{Wndemaed to ſuffer the penalty of malefactors, and becauſe 


are not willing to injure him that has thus diſtreſſed us, 
ough it were for our own pleaſure. 'The cup-bearer, there- 
re, as was natural to do, rejoiced to hear ſuch an interpre- 
the tion of his dream, and waited the completion of what had 
hen ren thus ſhewed him before hand. 
hi3. But another ſervant there was of the King's, who had 
[hz en chief. baker, and was now bound in priſon with the cup- 
ore rarer, he alſo was in good hope, upon Joſeph's interpreta- 
aden of the other's viſion, for he had ſeen a dream alſo; ſo 
of ideſired that Joſeph would tell him what the viſions he had 
ing en the night before might mean. They were theſe that fol- 
ron: Methought, ſays he, I carried three baſkets upon my 
1s, Nead, two were full of loaves, and the third full of ſweet- 
lu eats, and other eatables, ſuch as are prepared for Kings; 
re Wu that the fowls came flying, and eat them all up, and had 
gen o regard to my attempt to drive them away. And he ex- 
1 hee cted a prediction like to that of the cup-bearer's. But Jo- 
and ph, conſidering and reaſoning about the dream, ſaid to him, 
ace, at he would willingly. be an interpreter of good events to 
hat im, and not of ſuch as his dream denounced to him; but 
bee told him, that he had only three days in all to live, for 
» ol lat the [three] baſkets ſignify, that on the third day he 
rer ould de crucified, and devoured by fowls, while he was 
. Dot able to help himſelf. Now both theſe dreams had the 
hate ſeveral events that Joſeph foretold they ſhould have, 
ich end this to both the parties; for on the third day before 
10% mentioned, 


ſe from thy preſent diſtreſs, within the ſame number of 
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mentioned, when the King ſolemnized his birth-da n 
cified the chief baker, be ſet the butler free from lng 
and reſtored him to his former miniſtration. — 

4. But God freed Joſeph from his confinement, after h 
had endured his bonds two years, aud had received no aff 


p. V. 


0 me, that 
4 ery large, 
iarſhes 3 2 
Niet them 


ance from the cup-bearer, who did not remember what il oured, wh 
had ſaid to him formerly; and God contrived this method ene be 
deliverance for him. Pharaoh the King had ſeen in his fe with famin 
the ſame evening two viſions z and after them had the inte bf my flee 
pretation of them both given him. He had forgotten th yell writ 
latter, but retained that of the dreams themſelves. Bei and fax 185 
therefore troubled at what he had ſeen, for it ſeemed to H e 
to be all of a melancholy nature, the next day he called u . le ven 
8 the wiſeſt men among the Egyptians, deſiring to lem 2 head 
rom them the interpretation of his dreams : But when the bending d 
heſitated about them, the King was ſo much the more d. for rea pin 
turbed. And now it was that the memory of Joſeph san 
his {kill in dreams, came into the mind of the King's cuy nd conlu: 
bearer, when he ſaw the confuſion that Pharaoh was in, ſo lelfil 1 5003 
came and mentioned Joſeph to him,, as alſo the viſion he ha E 3 
ſeen in priſon, and how the event proved as he had ſaid: u ay" uy 
' tae lame 


alſo that the chief baker was crucified on the very ſame dij; 
and that this alſo happened to him, according to the intepre 
tation of Joſeph. That Joſeph himſelf was laid in bonds by 
Potiphar, who was his head cook, as a ſlave 5 but he ſaid 
he was one of the nobleſt of the ſtock of the Hebrews: and 
faid farther, his father lived in great ſplendour. If therefore 
thou wilt ſend for him, and not àeſpiſe him on the ſcore d 
his misfortunes, thou wilt learn what thy dreams ſignify. 80 
the King commanded that they ſhould bring Joſeph into his 
preſence „ and thoſe who received the command came and 
brought him with them, having taken care of his habit, that 
it might be decent, as the King had enjoined them to do. 
4 S. But the a took him by the hand; and, O young 
„ man, lays he, for my ſervant bears witneſs that thou an 
at preſent the beſt and moſt ſkilful perſon I can conſult 


which is 
devoured 
ap by th 
of the fr 
and equa 
Land this 
in the ſa 
* of neceſl; 
ed z 28 A 
had deve 
* {t11] Go! 
grieve tl 
may by 


oretold 


b ap vouchlafe me the lame favours which thou beſtow- : . 
* edſt on this ſervant of mine, and tell me what events they . — 
2 wn, which the viſions of my dreams foreſhew: And I de- agd- +. 
7 re thee to ſuppreſs nothing out of fear; nor to flatter me "k Her 
with lying words, or with what may pleaſe me, althougb om - 
liſpenſ; 


** the truth ſhould be of a melancholy nature. For it ſeemed 


« 0 0 mak 
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Wo mc, that as I walked by the river, I faw Kine fat and 
ery large, ſeven in number, going from the river to the 
,arſhes ; and other Kine of the tame number like them 
net them out of the marſhes, exceeding lean, and ill-fa- 
Woured, which eat up the fat and the large kine, and yet 
ere no better than before, and not leſs miſerably pinched 
With famine. After I had ſeen this viſion, ] awaked out 
of my ſleep; and being in diſorder, and conſidering with 
myſclf what this appearance ſhould be, I fell aſleep again, 
4 and faw another dream, much more wonderful than the 
hi foregoing, which ſtill did more affright and diſturb me : [ 
1. {even ears of corn growing out of one roct, having 
their heads born down by the weight of the grains, and 
bending down with the fruit which was now ripe, and fit 
w reaping ; and near theſe I ſaw ſeven other cars of corn, 
no <27e and weak, for want of rain, which fell to cating 
and conſuming thoſe that were fit for reaping, and put me 


| into great aſtoniſhment.” 

*"m IC which Joſeph replied: This dream, ſaid he, O 
1 King, although ſeen under two forms, ſignifies one and 
Ide fame event of things; for hen thou {aweſt the kine, 
1 which is an animal made for the plough and for labour, 


e devoured by the worſer kine; and the ears of corn eaten 
10 up by the ſmaller ears, they forgtel a famine and want 
of the fruits of the earth, for the ſame number of years, 


* * and equal with thoſe when Egypt was in an happy ſtate; 
. and this ſo far, that the plenty of thefe years will be ſpent 


„in the ſame number of years of ſcarcity, and that ſcarcity 
vi WL of neceſſary proviſions will be very difficult to be correct- 
ed; as a ſign whereof, the ill-favoured kine, when they 
hat had devoured the better ſort, could not be ſatisfied. But 
din God foreſhews what is to come upon men, not to 
grieve them, but that when they know it before hand, they 
may by prudence make the actual experience of what is 
an boretold the more tolerable. If thou therefore carefully 
* diſpoſe of the plentiful crops which will come in the for- 
© rier years, thou wilt procure that the future calamity will 
devot be felt by the Egyptians.” 

7. Hereupon the King wondered at the diſcretion and 
wiſdom of Joſeph; and, aſked him, by what means he might 
21 W'* iſpenſe the foregoing plentiful crops, in the happy years, 
o to make the miſerable crops more tolerable, Joſegh ow 

adde 
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added this his advice: To ſpare the good crops, and noty ar 


mit the Egyptians to ſpend them luxuriouſly, but to re, pineſs mas 


what they would have ſpent in luxury beyond their nc im, the yo 
againſt the time of want. He alſo exhorted him to tere to th. 
corn of the huſbandmen, and give them only ſo much d happily x 
be ſufficient for their food. Accordingly Pharaoh being rpretation « 
priſed at Joſeph, not only for his interpretation of the dre e eighth ye 
but for the counſel he had given him, intruſted him with hen they b 
penſing the corn; with power to do what he thought rely alflicte 
be for the benefit of the people of Egypt, and for the Hd he calle 
fit of the King, as believing that he who firſt diſcovered become 


method of acting, would prove the beſt overſeer of it. e Egyptia 


Joſeph having this power given him by the King, with l-:fi-0P'< of tha 

to make uſe of his ſeal, and to wear purple, drove in Io, Joſeph 

+ chariot through all the land of Egypt; and“ took the kin to one 

of the huſbandmen, allotting as much to every one as wal ved in hap 
be ſufficient for ſeed, and for food, but without diſcovery 2, Now 

to any one the reaſon why he did ſo. Might com: 

he land of 
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How Jo/eph, when he was become famous in Egypt, had 
brethren in ſubjeftion, 


51. one was now grown up to thirty years of age, 

enjoyed great honours from the King, who cal 
him P/othom Phanech, out of regard to his prodigious & 
gree of wiſdom, for that name denotes the revealer of ſecrai 
He alſo married a wife of very high quality; for he nx 


the daughter of + Petephres, one of the prieſts of Hefe come 
ou : ſhe was a virgin, and her name was 4/enacth. WR" face W 
er he had children before the ſcarcity came on, Manaſlei'4*s this, 
the elder, which fignifies Forgerfu/, becauſe his preſa ſuffered ti 
6 happidif made trial 

* That is, bought it for Pharaoh at a very low price. elt conleq 


they Were 
came fron 
and prete 
a private 


+ This Potiphar, or as in Joſephus, Petephres, who was now a prit 
of On or Heliopoliz, is the ſame name in Joſephus, and perhaps in M 
jes alſo, with him who is before called the Head Cook or Captain A. 
Guard, and to whom Joſeph was ſold. See Gen. xxxvii. 30 xxxix. | 
with xli 50. They are alſo affirmed to be one and the ſame perſon | 


the Teſtament of Joſeph, { 18. ſor he is there ſaid to have married th Vor. 1 

daughter of his maſter and miſtreſs. Nor is this a notion peculiar toth 

Teſtament ; but, as Dr. Barnard confeſſes, note on Antiq. B. II. ch. This e 
I. common to Joſephus, to the Septuagint interpreters, and to ot fore they 
earned Jews of old time, 


ſeems to b. 
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1 ppinels made him forget his former misfortunes; and Eph- 
in, the younger, which fignifies re/tored, becauſe he was 


bare to the freedom of his forefathers. Now after Egypt 
+; Sd happily paſſed over ſeven years, according to Joſeph's in- 
no (Wc prctation of the dreams, the famine came upon them on 
Ie eighth year; and becauſe this misfortune fell upon them 
1h When they had “ no ſenſe of it before hand, they were all 


rely afflicted by it, and came running to the King's gates; 
d he called upon Joſeph, who fold the corn to them, be- 
g become confeſſedly a ſaviour to the whole multitude of 
e Egyptians. Nor did he open this market of corn for the 
-ople of that country only, but ſtrangers had liberty to buy 
Iſo, Joſeph being willing that all men, who are naturally 
kin to one another, ſhould have aſſiſtance from thoſe that 
ved in happineſs, 

2, Now Jacob alſo when he underſtood that foreigners 
Might come, ſent all his ſons into Egypt to buy corn, for 
he land of Canaan was grievoully afflicted with the famine; 
nd this great miſery touched the whole continent. He only 
tained Benjamin, who was born to him by Rachel, and 
vas of the ſame mother with Joſeph. Theſe ſons of Jacob 
hen came into Egypt, and applied themſelves to Joſeph, 
ranting to buy corn; for nothing of this kind was done 
vrithout his approbation, ſince even then only was the bonour 
hat was paid the King himſelf advantageous to the perlons 
hat paid it, when they took care to honour Joſeph allo. 
low when he well knew his brethren, they thought nothing 
ff him, for he was but a youth when he left them, and was 
now come to an age ſo much greater, that the lineaments ot 
his face were changed, and he was not known by them; be- 
ides this, the greatneſs of the dignity wherein he appeared 
ſuffered them not ſo much as to ſuſpect it was he. He now 
made trial what ſentiments they had about affairs of the great- 
elt conſequence; for he refuſed to ſell them corn, and ſaid 
they were come as ſpies of the King's affairs; and that they 
came from ſeveral countries, and joined themielves together, 
and pretended that they were of kin, it not being poſſible that 
a private man ſhould breed up ſo many ſons, and thoſe of ſo 
Vol. I. G great. 


ad | 


* This entire ignorance of the Egyptians of theſe years of famine be- 
fore they came, told us before, as well as here, ch. v. $ 7. by Joſephus, 
ſeems to be almoſt incredible, It is in no other copy that I know ef. 
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Boy U 
areat beauty of countenance as they were, ſuch an educy;. 
»f ſo many children being not eaſily obtained by kings ie 
{clves. Now this he did in order to diſcover what CONcer 
ed his father, and what happened to him after his own! 
parture from him, and as defring to know what was becy 
of Benjamin bis brother; ; for he was afraid that they 
ventured on the like wicked enterpriſe againſt him, tþ 
they had done to himſelf, and had taken him off alſo, 
3- Now theſe brethren of his were under diſtraction z. 
terror, and thought that very great danger hung over ther 
yet not at all reſlecting upon their brother Joſeph, and ſia 
ing firm under the accuſations laid againſt them, they met 
their defence by Reubel, the eldeſt of them, who now + 
came their ſpokeſman : * We come not hither, ſaid he, ui! 
any uyJuſt deſign, nor in order to bring any harm tot}; 
© King's affairs, we only want to be preſerved, as ſuppoſin 
your humanity might be a refuge for us from the miſc 
* which our country labours under, we having heard th 
you propoſed to ſell corn, not only to your own country. 
men, but to ſtrangers alſo, and that you determined to 
low that corn in order to preſerve all that want it: I 
85 1 we are brethren, and of the ſame common blood, th: 
e peculiar lineaments of our face, and thoſe not much di 
** ferent from one another, plainly ſnew Our father's nan 
is Jacob, an Hebrew man, who had twelve of us fort, 
*+ ſons, by four wives: which twelve of us, while we were al 


ſaid do th: 
not come 
brethren. 
I. will ſatisf 
eo! your C 
Tre; auch if, 
bus til com 
Jn lay you 
emed 
f ere pe 
et, and pe 
ty of joſe 
ſery as a 
trivances 
nis repro: 
Pence no! 
em to bea 
| 45 done by 
; ey ſpake 
Jod their | 
t Reubel's 
ud they cc 
zr which t 
low when 
0 acfected 
ng that tl. 


rere LY 


alive, were an happy family; but when one of our brethte er a while 
++ whole name was Fo/eph, died, our affairs changed for Herder to hi 
% worle; for our father could not forbear to make a long la them take 
cs cation for him, and we are in attlition, both by the comm. 


they had 
their ſack' 
was Comn 


lamity of the death of our brother, and the miſerable ſat 
* of our aged father. We are now therefore come to bu 
corn, having intruſted the care of our father, and the pro- 


« viſion for our family, to Benjamin, our youngeſt brother WM 5. No" 
and if thou ſendeſl to our houſe, thou mayelt Jearn wit Canaan, t 
© ther we are gu ulty of the leaſt falſehood in what we lay.” Egypt, an 
4. And thus did Reubel endeavour to perſuade Joſeph toy {pes u poi 
have a better opinion of them. But when he had learned and had! 
from them that Jacob was alive, and that his brother was nat 
deſtroyed by them, he, for the preſent, put them in priſon . 1 
as intending to examine more into their affairs v hen he ſhould teph's priſ 
be at leiſare. But on the third day he brought them outil 016 of the 


ano rears allo 
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aid to them, That fince you conſtantly aſſiem that you 
not come to do any harm to the King's affairs; that you 


cet brethren, and the ſons of the father whom you named, 
nm 3 will latisfy me of the trath of w! lat you ſay, if you leave 
your company with me, who (hall ſuffer no wary 
te; and if, when you ha ve carried corn to your father, 
wil come to me again, and bring your brother, wha 


bu ſay you left there, along with you; for this ſhall be by 
e Teemed an een of tne truth of * hat YOU have told 


her 4 Hereupon they were in greater grief than before: they 
tar 4x t, and perpetually deplored one among another the cala- 
maß of Joleph ; and ſaid, © They were Flies into this mi- 


| ſery as a puniſhment ord by God fur what evil con- 
SF (rivanccs they had againſt bim.“ And Reubel was large 
nis reproaches of them 55 adele too late repentance. 
hence no profit aroſe to Joſeph; and carnettiv exhorted 
:m to bear with patience whatever they ſuffered, ſince it 
45 done by God in way of puniſhment on his account. Thus 
Dey ſpake to one another, not imagining that Joſeph under- 
Jod their | language. A general ſadneſs alſo ſcized on them 
t Reubel's words, anda repentance for what they had done; 
nd they condemned the wickednels they had perpetratec, 
Ir which they Judged they were juſtly punithed by God. 
low when Joleph faw that they were in this didrefs, he was 
o affected at it, that he fell into tears, and not being will - 
ng that they ſhould take notice of him, he retired; and at- 
er a while came to them again, and taking * Symeon, in 
order to his being a pledge for his brethrens return, he bid 
them take the corn they had bought, and go their way, He 
ally commanded his ſteward privily to put the money which 
they had brought with them for the purchaſe of corn into 
their ſacks, and to diſmiſs them therewith; who did what he 
was commanded to do. 

5. Now when Jacob's ſons were come into the land of 
Canaan, they told their father what had happened tothemin 
Fxypt, and that they were taken to have come thither as 
ſpies upon the King; and how they {aid they were brethren, 
and had left their 2 enth brother with their father, but 

6 2 | were 


5 The reaſon why Symeon might be ſelected out of the reſt for Jo- 
(cph's priſoner, is plain in the Teſtament of Symeon, Viz. that he was 
one of the bittereſt of all Joſeph's brethren againſt him, $ 2. which ap- 
pears alſo in part by the "Teſtament of Zabu Jon, 34. 
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were not believed; and how they had left Symeon withs 
Governor, until Benjamin ſhould go thither, and be a u 
monial of the truth of what they had ſaid: And they bega 
of their father to fear nothing, but toſend the lad along w 
them. But Jacob was not pleaſed with any thing his { 
had done; and he took the detention of Symeon heinovl, 
and theuce thought it a fooliſh thing to give up Benjamin 
io. Neither did he yield to Reubel's perſuaſion, though 
hegged it of him; and gave leave, that the grand-fati. 


might, in way of requital, kill his own ſons, in calc Milate their 8 
harm came to Benjamin in the journey, So they were gf better fu 
rreſſed, and knew not what to do: Nay, there was anothe 6. As bo 
accident that ſtill diſturbed them more, the money that Y 0" to Jo 


ad ch{ate« 


found hidden in their ſacks of corn. Yet when the con 
they had brought failed them, and when the famine (ill x, 
flicted them, and neceſſity forced them, Jacob did * [ng 


ſtill reſolve to ſend Benjamin with his brethren, althogi e found 
there was no returning into Egypt unleſs they came wit Drought it 
what they had promiſed. Now the miſery growing even dat they 
day worſe, and his ſons begging it of him, he had no otha nd when 
courſe to take in his preſent circumſtances. And Judas ſome habit 
who was of a bold temper on other occaſions, ſpake his min time Joſe 
very freely to him: © That it did not become him to been offer 


queſtion t 
ound hin 
min was! 
ther ? for 
he rephe( 
when his 
defiring | 


* fraid on account of his ſon, nor to ſuſpe the worſt, as he 
* did, for nothing could be done to his ſon but by the ap- 
„ pointment of God, which muſt alſo for certain come to 
** paſs though he were at home with him: that he ought 
not to condemn them to ſuch manifeſt deſtruQion z nor de. 
4 prive them of that plenty of food they might have fron 
Pharaoh, by his unreaſonable fear about his ſon Benjamin, 


but ought to take care of the preſervation of Symeon, leſt, Then Jo 
by attempting to hinder Benjamin's journey, Symeon ſhould A the [a 
* periſh, He exhorted them to truſt God for him; and ſaid, And alt 
he would either bring his ſon back to him ſafe, or, toge- ſend a n 
* ther with his, loſe his own life.” So that Jacob was at the g 
length perſuaded, and delivered Benjamin to them, with the 7. No 


| price of the corn doubled: he alſo ſent preſents to Joſeph, Ml ©* lep, 
i of melir Ti 


ſacks ; * 
The coherence ſeems to me to ſhew, that the negative particle i: 


[ here wanting, which J have ſupplied in brackets, and I 
} ; wonder none 
| have hitherto ſuſpected it ought to be ſupplied, . 20 
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the fruits of the land of Canaan, “ balſam, and roſin, as 
{> turpentine, and honey. Now their father ſhed many 
ars at the departure of his fons, as well as themſelves. 
[is concern was, that he might receive them back again fate 
ter their journey; and their concern was, that they might 
Ind their Laber well, and no way afflicted with grief for 
lem. And this lamentation laſted a whole day: So that 
je old man was at laſt tired with grief, and ſtayed behind; 
put they went on their way for Egypt, endeavouring to miti- 
ate their grief for their preſent misfortunes, with the hopes 
$f better ſucceſs hereafter, 
6. As ſoon as they came into Egypt they were brought 
W own to Joſeph : But here no {mall fear diſturbed them, leſt 
ey ſhould be accuſed about the price of the corn, as if they 
ad cheated Joſeph. They then made a long apology to ſo- 
ph's ſteward; and told him, that when they came home 
ney found the money in their ſacks, and that they had now 
Prought it along with them. He faid, he did not know 
rhat they meant. So they were delivered from that fear. 
And when he had looſed Symeon, and put him into an hand- 
{me habit, he ſuffered him tobe with his brethren; at whic!, 
time Joſeph came from his attendance on the King So 
they offered him their preſents: and upon his putting the 


ound him well. He alſo, upon his diſcovery that Benja- 
min was alive, aſced, whether this was their younger bro- 
ther? for he had ſeen him. Whereupon they [aid he was; 
he replied, that the God over all was his prote tor. But 
when his affection to him made him ſhed tears, he retired, 
deſiring he might not be ſeen in that plight by his brethren. 
Then Joſeph took them to ſupper , and they were ſet down 
in the ſame order as they uſed to ſit at their father's table. 
And although Joſeph treated them all kindly, yet did he 
{end a meſs to Benjamin that was double to what the reit 
of the gueſts had for their ſhares. 

7. Now when after ſupper they had compoſed themſelves 
to fleep, Joſeph commanded his Reward both to give them 
tncir meaſures of corn, and to hide its price again in their 
ſacks ; and that withal they ſhould put into Benjamin's ſack 


Of the precious balſani of Judea, and the turpentine, ſee the note 
n Antiq. B. VIII. ch. vi. $ 6. vol. II.. 


queſtion to them about their father, they anſwered, that they 
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the golden cup, out of which he loved himſelf to ring 


Which things he did in order to make trial of his brethrq 


whether they would ſtand by Benjamin when he ſhouldhe 
cuſed of having ſtolen the * . ſhould appear we, uy 
danger : or whether they would leave him, and, depending 
their own innocency, goto their father without him. Why 
the ſervant had done as he was bidden, the ſons of Jacy 
knowing nothing of all this, went their way, and took 95 
meon along with them, and had a double cauſe of joy bat 
becauſe they had received him again, and becaule they todk 
back Benjamin to their father, as they had promiſed. By 
preſently a troop of horſemen encompaſſed them, and brough 
with them Joſeph's ſervant, who had put the cup into Ben 
jamin's ſack. Upon which unexpected attack of the hork. 
men they were much diſturbed, and aſked what the reaſv 
was that they can:e thus upon men, who a little before hal 
been by their lord thought worthy of an honourable and hol. 
pitable reception? They replied, by calling them wicke 
wretches, who had forgot that very hoſpitable and kindtrea 
ment which Joſeph had given them, and did not fcruple to 
be injurious to him; and to carry off that cup out of which 
he had, in ſo friendly a manner, drank to them, not te. 
garding their friendſhip with Joſeph, no more than the dan. 
ger they ſhould be in if they were taken, in compariſon ol 
the unjuſt gain. Hereupon he threatened, that they ſhould 
be puniſhed ; for though they had eſcaped the knowledge of 
him, who was but a ſervant, yet had they not eſcaped the 
knowledge of God, nor had gone off with what they had 
ſtolen; and after all, aſked, why we come upon them? 28 
if they knew nothing of the matter: and he told them, that 
they ſhould immediately know it by their puniſhment. This 
and more of the ſame nature, did the ſervant ſay, in way 
of reproach to them: but, they being wholly ignorant of any 
thing here that concerned them, laughed at what he ſaid; 
and wondered at the abuſive language which the ſervant gave 
them, when he was ſo hardy as to accuſe thuſe who did not 
before ſo much as retain the price of their corn, which was 
found in their ſacks, but brought it again, though nobody 
elſe knew of any ſuch thing, ſo far were they from offering 
any injury to Joſeph voluntarily. But ſtill, ſuppoſing that a 


ſearch would be a more ſure juſtificati 
CCl { juſtification of themſelves than 
their own denial of the fact, they bid him ſearch them, and 


that 
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W.: if any of them had been guilty of the theft, to puniſh 
em all; for being no way conſcious to themſelves of any 
ime, they ſpake with aſſurance, and, as they thought, with. 
t any danger to themſelves alſo, The ſervants delired there 


ight be a ſearch made; but they ſaid, the puniſhment ſhould 
Vie tend to him alone who ſhould be found guilty of the theft. 
ache they made the ſearch 3 and having ſearched all the reſt, 
8. ey came laſt of all to Benjamin, as knowing it was Benja- 


in's ſack in which they had hidden the cup, they having 

| deed ſearched the reſt only for a ſhew of accuracy; ſo the 
Bun were out of fear for themſelves, and were now only con- 
Jerned about Benjamin, but ſtill were well affured, that he 
ould alſo be found innocent; and they reproached thoſe 
hat came after them for their hindering them, while they 
night, in the mean while, have gotten a good way of their 
vurney, But as ſoon as they had ſearched Benjamin's ſack, 
hey found the cup, and took it from him; and all was 
hanged to mourning andlamentation. They rent their gar- 
ments, and wept for the puniſhment which their brother was 
to underga for his theft; and for the deluſion they had put 
on their father, when they promiſed they would bring Benja- 
min ſafe to him, What added to their miſery was, that this 
melancholy accident came unfortunately at a time when 
n of they thought they had been gotten off clear: But they 
uld Wh confefled, that this misfortune of their brother, as well as 
e of the grief of their father for him, was owing to themſelves, 
the Wh fince it was they that forced their father to ſend him with 
nad WH them, when he was averſe to it. 


as 8. The horſemen therefore took Benjamin and brought 
hat him to Joſeph, his brethren alſo following him; who, when 
lis, be ſaw him in cuſtody, and them in the habit of mourners, 


ay id“ How came you, vile wretches as you are, to have 
ny Wl © ſuch a ſtrange notion of my kindneſs to you, and of God's 


d3 * providence, as impudently to do thus to your benefactor, 
ve W © who in ſuch an hoſpitable manner had entertained you?“ 
ot Wl \Whereupon they gave up themſelves to be puniſhed, in order 
AS to ſave Benjamin; and called to mind what a wicked enter- 
iy priſe they had been guilty of againſt Joſeph. They allo pro- 
'g nounced him more happy than themſelves, if he were dead, 
a in being freed from the miſeries of this life; and, if he were 
in alive, that he enjoyed the pleaſure of ſeeing God's vengeance 


d vpon them. They ſaid farther, that they were the plague of. 
it | „ theit 
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their father, ſince they ſhould now add to his former aflligi, 
for Joſeph, this other affliction for Benjamin. Reubel x; 
was large in cutting them upon this occaſion. But Ja 
diſmiſſed them; for he ſaid, they had been guilty of nog 
fence, and that he would content himſelf with the lad'sq, 
niſhment, for he ſaid, it was not a fit thing to let him R 
free, for the ſake of thoſe who had not offended ; nor x; 
it a fit thing to punith them together with him, who had 


guilty of itealiag. And when he promiſed to give the 


leave to go away in ſafety, the reſt of them were under pr 
conſternation, and were 4ble to ſay nothing on this ſad oc 
tion, But Judas, who fad perſuaded their father to ſen 
the lad from him, being otherwile allo a very bold and attin 
man, determined to hazard himſelf for the preſervation of hi 
brother, © * It is true, {21d he, O Governor, that we har 
been very wicked with regard to thee, and on that accory 
deſerve paniihment z even all of us may juſtly be puniſhed, 
although the theft were not committed by all, but, oniy 
by one of us, and he the youngelt allo : But yet, there 
remains ſame hope for us, who otherwiſe: muſt be und 
deſpair on his account, and this from thy goodneſs, which 
promites us a deliverance out of our preſent danger. And 
now, I beg thou wilt not look at us, or at that prez: 
crime we have been guilty of, but at thy own excellent 
nature, and take advice of thine own virtue, inſtead df 
that wrath thou haſt againſt us: Which paſſion, thole 
that otherwiſe are of a low character indulge, as they do 
their ſtrength, and that not only on great, but alſo an 
very trifling occaſions, Overcome, Sir, that paſſion, and 
be not ſubdued by it, nor ſuffer it to {lay thoſe that do nat 
otherwiſe preſume upon their own ſafety, but are deſirous 
to accept cf it from thee; for this is not the firſt time that 
thou wilt beſtow 1t on us, but before, when we came to 
buy corn, thou aſfordedit us great plenty of food, and 
gavelt us leave to carry ſo much home to our family, as 
has preſerved them from periihing by famine, Nor is there 
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* Illis oration ſcems to me too large, and too unuſual a digretion, 
to have been compoſed by Judas on this occaſion, It ſeems to me 3 
ipeech or declamation compoſed formerly, in the perſon of Judas, and 
in the way of oratory, that lay by him, and which he thought tit t0 
inſert on this o caſion. See two more ſuch ſpeechcs or declamatiors, 
Anti-. E. VI. ch. xiv. G 4. vol. II. 
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ny difference between not overlooking men that were pe- 
riihing for want of neceſſaries, and not punithing thoſe 
that ſeem to be offenders, and have been ſo unfortunate as 


do loſe the advantage of that glorious benefaction which 
they received from thee. This will be an inſtance of 


equal favour, though beſtowed after adifferent manner; for 
thou wilt ſave thoſe this way whom thou didit feed the 
other; and thou wilt hereby preſerve alive, by thy own 
bounty, thoſe ſouls which thou didit not ſuffer to be diſ- 
treſſed by famine, it being indeed at once a wonderful and 
a great thing to ſuſtain our lives by corn, and to beſtow 
on us that pardon, whereby, now we are diſtreſſed, we 
may continue thoſe lives. And I am ready to ſuppoſe, 
that God is willing to afford thee this opportunity of ſhew- 
ing thy virtuous diſpoſition, by bringing us into this cala- 
mity, that it may appear thou canſt forgive the injuries that 
are done to thyſelf; and mayſt be eſteemed kind toothers, 
beſides thoſe who, on other accounts, ſtand in need of 
thy aſſiſtance, ſince it is indeed a right thing to do well to 
* thoſe who are in diftreſs for want of food, but {till a more 
glorious thing to ſave thoſe who deſerve to be puniſhed, 
© when it is on account of heinous offences againſt thyſelf; 
for if it be a thing deſerving commendation to forgive ſuch 
as have been guilty of ſmall offences, that tend to a perſon's 
« loſs, and this be praiſe-worthy in him that overlooks ſuch 
offences, to reſtrain a man's paſſion, as to crimes which 
are capital to the guilty, is to be like the moſt excellent 
nature of God himſelf. And truly, as for myſelf, had it 
not been that we had a father, who had diſcovered, on oc- 
caſion of the death of Joſeph, how miſerably he is always 


afflicted at the loſs of his ſons, I had not made any words 


on account of the ſaving of our own lives; I mean, any 
« farther than as that would be an excellent character for 
* thyſelf, to preſerve even thoſe that would have no body to 
„ lament them when they were dead, but we would have 
yielded ourſelves up to ſuffer whatſoever thou pleaſed : 
„But now, (for we do not plead for mercy to ourſelves, 
though ii ſeed, if we die, it will be while we are young, 
and before we have had the enjoyment of life), have re- 
* card to our father, and take pity of his old age, on whoſe 
account it is that we make theſe ſupplications to thee. 
We beg thou wilt give us thoſe lives, which this 9 
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neis of ours has rendered obnoxious to thy punithn. thou conde' 


and this for his fake who is not himſelf wicked, nor together . 
his being our father make us wicked. He is 1 = © think 1 


| grief of ou 
© |\ guilty * 
0 thee this 
iz. that 

W young, an 


man, and not worthy to have ſuch trials of his paticng 
and now we are a'zlent, is he afflicted with care fyry 
But if he Hear of our deaths, and what was the caulk 
it, he will on that account die an immature death: 25 
tae reproachful manner ot our ruin will haſten his end, an 
will direttly kill him, nav will bring him to a miſctab 
death, while he will make haite to rid himſelf out of t. 


and that 
| end her. 


world, and bring himſelf to a ſtate of inſenßbility, beſry j in caſe th 
the ſad ſtory of our end come abroad into the reit of i E poſed to h 
world. Conider things in this manner, although Mi vercr de 


wickedneſs does now provoke thee with a juſt delire be alcribe 
puniſhing that wickednels, and forgive it for our fatha !y conſci. 
ſake ; and let thy commiſeration of him weigh more v mat not | 
thee than our wickednels. Have regard to the old aged a favour 
our father, who, if we perich, will be very lonely while really ar 
he lives, and will ſoon die himſelf alſo. Grant this bon ou: deli“ 
to the name of fathers, for thereby thou wilt honour hin therefore 
that begar thee, and will grant it to thyſelf alſo, who WF me in h1 
joyeſt already that denomination : thou wilt then, by th: thou ple 
denomination, be preſerved of God, the father of all, h to labou 


thewing a pious regard to which, in the caſe of our {zi ſeeſt, an 
ther, thou wilt apgear to honour him who is ſtiled by te Judas | 
ſame name; I mean, if thou wilt have this pity on er the d 


father, upon the confideration how miſerable he will bei Joleph's f 
he be deprived of his ſons. It is thy part therefore to be. his anger. 
to on us what God has given us, when it is in thy WV <cpins, 
power to take it away, and ſo to reſemble him entirely ne prefer 
charity; for it is gocd to ule that power, which can either 19. 
give or take away, on the merciful fide ; and when it H no Ic 
in thy power to deilroy, to forget that thou ever hadſt that that v 
power; and to look on thylelf as only allowed power for known te 
preſer vation; and that the more any one extends the reit 1 
power, the greater reputation does he gain to himſelt. men; a 
Now by forgiving our brother what he has unhappily com- bour 1 
mitted, thou wilt preſerve us all: for we cannot think f ! £0u!: 
living if he be put to death, ſince we dare not ſhew our- 
ſelves alive to our father without our brother, but here 
mutt we partake of one and the ſame cataſtrophe of his 
life. And fo far we beg of thee, O Governor, that i MI +; 
« thou Wl (. 
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thou condemneſt our brother to die, thou wilt puriſh us 
7 together with him, as partners of bis crime; for we shall 
ot think it reaſonable to be reſerved to Thi! durlelves for 
grief of our brother's death, but fo to die rather as equal- 
El; guilty with bim of this crime, I will only leave with 


> #7 


chce this one conſideration, and then will ſay no more, 


u, that our brother committed his ſault when he was 
young, and not yet of confirmed wiſdom in his couduct, 


ud that men naturally forgive ſuch young perſons, And 


| end here, without adding what more I have to ſay, that 
in caſe thou condemneſt us, that omiſſion may be ſup— 
poled to have hurt us, and permitted thee to take the le- 


| . ide. But in caſe thou ſetteſt us free, that this may 


be aſcribed to thy own goodueſs, of which thou art inward» 
ly conſcious, that thou freeſt us from condemnation; and 
that not by barely preſerving us, but by granting us ſuch 
a favour as will make us appear more righteous than we 
really are, and by repreſenting to thyſelf more motives for 
oui deliverance than we are able to produce ourſelves. If 
therefore thou reſolveſt to ſlay bim, I defire thou wilt flay 
me in his ſtead, and ſend him back to his father; or if 
thou pleaſeſt to retain him with thee as a ſlave, I am fitter 
to labour for thy advantage in that capacity, and, as thou 
ſceſt, am better prepared fer either of “ thole ſufferings.” 


So Judas being very willing to undergo any thing whatever 
for the deliverance of his brother. caſt himſelf down at 
Toleph's feet, and earnclily laboured to aſſuage and pacity 
his anger. All lis brethren alſo fell down before him, 


weeping, and delivering then ſelves up to deſtruction for 
the prefer vation of the life of Benjamin. 

10. But Joleph, as overcome now with his aflections, 
Ip no longer able to perſonate an angry man, commanded 
all that were preſent to depait, that he might make himſelf 
krcwn to his brethren, when they were alone. And when 
the reſt were gane out, he made himſelf known to his bre- 
men; and ſaid, © I commend you for your virtue, and 
* your kindneſs to our brother; I find you better men than 
I could have expected from what you contived about me. 

© Indeed 

In ail this ſpeech of Judas's we may obterve, that Jaſephus ſtill 
ofed that death was the puniſhment of theft in Fgypr, in the days 
Jotph, though it never was ſo among the Jews, by the law of Mo- 
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Indeed, I did all this to try your love to your brothy 
ſo I believe you were not wicked by nature, in what y, 
did in my caſe, but that all has happened according, 
God's will, who has hereby procured our enjoyment; 
what good things we have; and, if h. continue in at 
*« vourable diſpoſition, of what we hope for hereafter. Sin, 
therefore I know that our father is ſafe and well, beyolf 
* expectation ; and I ſee you ſo well diſpoſed to your hl 
* ther, I will no longer remember what guilt you ſeemy 
* have had abont me, but will leave off to hate you for thy 
your wickedneſs, and dorather return you my thanks, thy 
you have concurred with the intentions of God to bin 
things to their preſent ſtate. I would have you alſo raths 
* to forget the ſame, ſince that imprudence of yours is com 
to ſuch an happy concluſion, than to be uneaſy and blul 
at thoſe your offences. Do not therefore let your eil 
intentions, when you condemned me, and that bitter te 
morſe which might follow, be a grief to you now, becaul: 
thoſe intentions were fruſtrated, Go therefore your way, 
rejoicing in what has happened by the divine providence, 
« and inform your father of it, leſt he ſhould be ſpent with 
cares for you, and deprive me of the moſt agreeable pan 
of my felicity; I mean, leſt he ſhould die before he come 
into my ſight, and enjoys the good things that we non 
© have. Bring therefore with you our father, and your 
wives, and children, and all your kindred, and remor: 
your habitation hither; for it is not proper that the per- 
ſons deareſt to me ſhould live remote from me, now my 
affairs are ſo proſperous, eſpecially when they muſt endure 
five more years of famine.” When Joſeph had ſaid this, 
*-embraced his brethren, who were in tears and ſorrow : 
ut the generous kindneſs of their brother ſeemed to leave 
among them no room for fear, leſt they ſhould be puniſhed 
on account of what they had conſulted and ated againſt him, 
And they were then feaſting. Now the King, as ſoon as he 
Heard that Joſeph's brethren were come to him, was exceeding 
glad of it, as if it had been a part of his own good fortune; 
and gave them waggons full of corn, and gold, and filver, 
to be conveyed to his father. Now when they had re— 
ceived more of their brother, part to be carried to their 
father, and part as free gifts to every one of themſelves, 

Benjamin having (ill more than the reſt, they departed. 
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„ A © -- Vik 
ge removal of Joſeph's father, with all his family, to him, 


on account of the famine. 


1. A8 ſoon as Jacob came to know, by his ſons return. 
ing home, in what ſtate Joſeph was, that he had 


eyor 

9 Wot only eſcaped death, for which yet he lived all along in 
em ourning, but that he lived in ſplendour and happineſs, and 
r u uled over Egypt jointly with the King, and had intruſted 
s, the se his care almoſt all his affairs, he did not think any thing 
bree was told to be incredible, conſidering the greatneſs of 
ate be works of Ged, and his kindpeſs to him, although that 


Kindneſs had, for ſome late times, been intermitted, fo he 
Smmediately and zealouſly ſet out upon his journey to him. 
2. When he came to the well of the oath, [ Beerſheba!, 
he offered ſacrifice to God: and being afraid that the hap- 


er 1. 

cad pineſs there was in Egypt might tempt his poſterity to fall 
way, in love with it, and ſettle in it, and no more think of re- 
ence moving into the land of Canaan, and poſſeſſing it, as God 
with had promiſed them; as alſo being afraid, left if this deſcent 
pan into Egypt were made without the will of God, his family 
come WJ might be deſtroyed there; out of fear withal, leſt he ſhould 


non depart this life before he came to the fight of Joſeph, he 
your fell aſleep, revolving theſe doubts in his mind. 

nore 3. But God ſtood by him, and called to him twice by his 
ver. name; and when he aſked, who he was? God ſaid, © No 
m dure, it 1s not juſt that thou Jacob ſhouldſt be unacquaint- 
dure ed with that God who has been ever a protector and an 
this Wl © helper to thy forefathers, and after them to thyſelf : For 
or: © when thy father would have deprived thee of the domi- 
-2v6 BY nion, I gave it thee; and by my kindneſs it was, that 
hed WM © when thou wait ſent into Meſopotamia all alone, thou ob- 
aim. © tainedſt good wives, and returnedſt with many children, 
«he W and much wealth. Thy whole family alſo has been pre- 
ling WM © ſerved by my providence; and it was I who conducted Jo- 
ne; ſeph thy ſon, whom thou gaveſt up for loſt, to the enjoy- 
ver, ment of great proſperity. I alſo made him lord of Egypt, 
1 * ſo that he differs but little from a king. Accordingly I 


geit © come now as a guide to thee in this journey; and foretel 
to thee, that thou ſhalt die in the arms of Joſeph ; 

res, „tha e 1 of Joſeph; and L 

inform thee, that thy poſterity ſhall be many ages in au- 
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* thority and glory, and t 1 I 

: 11 wo 41 = 33 ſettle them in the h 
4. Jacob, encouraged by his dream, went 

fully for Egypt, with his ſons, and all Da IJ 
Now they were in all ſeventy. I once indeed thou kt 
beſt not to ſet down the names of this family, efpeciall , 
cauſe of their difficult pr 1unciation [by the Greeks]; f ; 
upon the whole, I think it neceſſary to mention thoſe * * 
that I may diſprove ſuch as believe that we came ori l 
not out of Melopotamia, but are Egyptians. Mo Tack 
had twelve ſons, of theſe Joſeph was come thither b 1 
We will therefore ſet down the names of Jacob's chill 
and grand children. Reubel had four ſons, Anoch, Ph th 
Aſſaron, Charmi. Symeon had fix, Jamuel, Jamin Ki 
1 hon Soar, Saul. Levi had three ſons, Gerſom, Ca th 
Merari. Judas had three ſons, Sala, Phares Zerab 7 
by Phares two grand- children, Eſrom, and A mur If, 1 
had four ſons, Thola, Phua, Jaſub, Samaron. Zabalos be 
with bim three ſons, Sarad, Helon, Jalel. So far is 0 
polterity of Leah; with whom went her daughter Din . 
Thele are thirty-three, Rachel had two ſons, the 5 
which, Toſeph, had two ſons alſo, Manaſſeh and Ephrai ; 
Ihe other Benjamin, had ten ſons, Bolau, PR "Ak, 
7 Geras, Naaman, Jes, Ros, Momphis, Opphis 2 
heſe fourteen added to the thirty-three, before enumerat. 
ed, amount to the number forty ſeven. And this was the 
ee, poſterity of Jacob. He had beſide by Bilha, the 
andmaid of Rachel, Dan and Nephthali, which laſt h d 
four ſons, that followed him, Jelel, Guni, Iſſari, and Se! 
lim. Dan had an only begotten ſon, Uſi. If theſe * 
added to thoſe before mentioned, they complete the number 
fifty. four. Gad and Aſer were the ſons of Zilpha, who was 
the handmaid of Leah. Theſe had with them, Gad Ae, 
Saphoniah, Augts, Sunis, Azabon, Aerin, Eroed, Ariel. 
Aler had 2 daughter Sarah, and fix male children whole 
nes were Jomne, Iſvs, Iſoui, Baris, Abar, and Melchiel 
; we add theſe, which are fiæteen, to the fifty-four the 
wore 10411014 number [70] is completed, “ Jacob not be- 
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in ane included in that number, 
5. When 
eden copies of Joſephus have th . : 
ee Breck, Bun ſephus have the negative particle here, 
11:11 we; ot reckoned one of the 70 fouls that came into 
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ie la g. When Joſeph underſtood that his father was coming, 
Judas his brother was come before him, and informed 


chen of his approach, he went out to meet him; and they 


then t together at Heroopolis. But Jacob almolt fainted away 
17ht this unexpected and great joy; however, Joſeph revived 
ly be m, being yet not himſelf able to contain from being at- 
; WE +4 in the ſame manner, at the pleaſure he now had, yet 


Lame, WE... he not wholly overcome with his paſſion, as his father 


nat) is, After this, he defired Jacob to travel on lowly ; but 
Jacg I himlelf took five of his brethren with him, and made 
efore, c to the King, to tell him that Jacob and his family 
dren, ere come, which was a joy ful hearing to him. He allo bid 


rally, 


Yoicyph tell him, what foit of life his brethren loved to lead, 
Vod, 


; 
Ba: he might give them leave to follow the fame, Who 


aath, Neid him, they were good ſhepherds, and had been uſed to 
an low no other employment but this alone, VV hereby he 
char Provided for them, that they ſhould not be ſeparated, but 
had ive in the ſame place, and take care of their father ; as 
the Niſo hereby he provided, that they might be acceptable to 
nah. Whhe Egyptians, by doing nothing that would be common 
e of Who them with the Egyptians ; for the Egyptians are“ pro- 
aim. Niibited to meddle with feeding of ſheep. 


\ia- 6. When Jacob was come to the King, and ſaluted him, 
rad, Nod wiſhed all proſperity to his government, Pharaoh aſked 
tat. im, how old he now was? upon whole anſwer, that he was 
the an hundred and thirty years old, he admired Jacob on ac- 
the N count of the length of his life, And when he had added, 
had that ill he had not lived fo long as his fore-fathers, he 


cl. rave him leave to live with his children in Heliopolis; for 
be in that city the King's ſhepherds had their paſturage. 
ber 7. However, the famine increaſed among the Egyptians; 


vas and this heavy judgment grew more oppreſſive to them, be- 
en, ¶ caule neither did the river overflow the ground, for it did not 


el. H 2 riſe 
fe 

el, Egypt; but the old Latin copies want it, and directly aſſure us he was 
he one of them. *Tis therefore hardly certain which of theſe was Jole- 
e- phas's true reading, ſince the number 70 is made up without him, if 


w: reckon Leah for one; bat if ſhe be not reckoned, Jacob mult 
liniſclf be one, to complete the number. 


* * ſoſephus thought, that the Egyptians hated or deſpiſed the em- 

vloyment of a ſhepherd in the days of Joſeph ; whereas Biſhop Cum- 
e, berland has ſhewn, that they rather hated ſuch Phenician or Canaanite 
0 liepherds that had long enſlaved the Egyptians of old time. See his 


Ys Sanchoniatho, p. 361, 362. 
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rii2 to its former height, nor did God * ſend rain upon 
nor did they indeed make the leaſt proviſion for themſely, 
ſo ignorant were they what was to be done; but Joſeph {4 
them corn for their money. But when their money fail 
them, they bought corn with their cattle, and their ſlayg, 
and if any of them had a ſmall piece of land, they gave y 
that to purchaſe them food. by which means the King be. 
came the owner of all their ſubſtance; and they were remyy. 
ed fome to one place, and ſome to another, that ſo the yi. 


leſſion of their country might be firmly aſſured to the King; e 5 
excepting the lands of the prieſts, for their country contj. l 
nued ſtill in their own poſſeſſion. And indeed this ſore 4. f Canaa 
mine made their minds, as well as their bodies, ſlaves ; an "\fo * en 
at length compelled them to procure a ſufficiency of food by 133 6 
fach diſhonourable means. But when this miſery ceaſed, aul a e; na 
the river overflowed the ground, and the ground brought ON a 
forth its fruits plentifully, Joſeph came to every city, and own ben 
gathered the people thereto belonging together, and gave :hev (ho 
them back entirely the land which, by their own conſent, the Wl to their 
King might have poſſeſſed alone, and alone enjoyed the fruits I ith the 
of it. He alſo exhorted them to look on it as every ones ever, he 
oven poſſeſſion; and to fall to their hvſbandry with cheerful. Wig 

neſs; and to pay as a tribute to the King, the + fifth part of fifty ye 
the fruits for the land which the King, when it was his own, his anc 
re{torcd to them. Theſe men rejoiced upon their becoming compen 
unexpectedly owners of their lands, and diligently obſerved good a: 
what was enjoined them. And by this means Joſeyh p:% carried 
cured tohimſelſ a greater authority among the Egyptians, and it, at a 
greatet willing 


leſt, n. 
their 
whole 


ſuadec 


Reland here puts the queſtion, How Joſephus could complain of 
its not raining in Egypt during this famine, while the ancients affirm 
that it never does naturally rain there? His anſwer is, That when the 
ancients deny that it rains in Egypt, they only mean the upper Egypt 


above the Delta, which is called Egypt in the ſtricteſt ſenſe ; but that of hin 

in Delta, Iaud by conſequence in the lower Egypt adjoining to it], it them 

did of old, and ſtill does rain ſometimes. See the note on Antiq. B. III. | 

ch. i. J 6. yy 
+ jolephus ſuppoſes, that Joſeph now reſtored the Egyptians their 

lands again, upon the payment of a fifth part as tribute, It ſeems 00 

me rather tnat the land was now conſidered as Pharaoh's land, and ef 

this fifth part as its rent, to be paid to him, as he was their landlord, ing E. 


and they bis tenants; and that the lands were not properly reſtored, 
and this fifth part reſerved as tribute only, till the days of Seſoſtris. Sce ont 
Eſſay on the Old Teſtament, append. p. 148, 149. be no 
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Creater love to the King from them. Now this law, that 
they ſhould pay the fifth part of their fruits as tribute, con- 
Tinded until their latter Kings. 


Ph ſol 
fail CHAP. VIII. 

avez Of the death of Jacob and Yoſeph. 
a Ve 11 | 
Ng be 5 1. Now when Jacob had lived ſeventeen years in E- 
mor. Wn gypt, he fell into a diſeaſe, and died, in the pre- 
Ki , ſence of his ſons ; but not till he made his prayers for their 


enjoying proſperity, and till he had foretold to them pro- 
: phetically how every one of them was to dwell _in the land 
Jof Canaan. But this happened many years afterward. He 


; and WF al * enlarged upon the praiſes of Joſeph; how he had not 
od by remembered the evil doings of his brethren to their diſad van- 
1, and tage; nay, on the contrary, was kind to them, beſtowing up- 
ught on them ſo many benefits, as ſeldom are beſtowed on mens 
and BY own benefactors. He then commanded his own ſons that 
Save they ſhould admit Joſeph's ſons, Ephraim and Manafleh, in- 
. the to their number, and divide the land of Canaan in common 
reg with them; concerning whom we ſhall treat hereafter. How- 
= ever, he made it his requeſt, that he might be buried at He- 
rful. bron. So he died, when he had lived full an hundred and 
t of fifty years, three only abated, baving not been behind any of 
N his anceſtors in piety towards God; and having ſuch a re- 
4 compence for. it, as it was fit thoſe ſhould have who were ſo 
ve 


good as theſe were. But Joſeph, by the King's permiſſion, 
785 carried his father's dead body to Hebron, and there buried 


and it, at a great expence. Now his brethren were at firſt un- 
iet willing to return back with him, becauſe they were afraid, 
leſt, now their father was dead, he ſhould puniſh them for 
1 their ſecret practices againſt him, ſince he was now gone, for 
* whoſe ſake he had been ſo gracious to them, But he per- 
yo ſuaded them to fear no harm, and to entertain no ſuſpicions 
hat of him: So he brought them along with him, and gave 
It them great poſſeſſions, and never left off his particular con- 
II. 
cern for them. 

er 4 H 3 2. JosEru 
t9 

nd As to this encomium upon Joſeph, as preparatory to Jacob's adopt- 
d, ing Ephraim and Manaſſch into his own family, and to be admit. ed 
0, for two tribes, which Joſephus here meutions, all our copies of Geneſis 
ce omit it, ch. xlviii. nor do we know whence he took it, or whether i 


be not his own embelliſkment only. 


: 4 
. 
- 
= 
= 
1 
95 
38 
„ 
1 
N. 
. 
1 
* 
T5 


n — = 
. Y Fo - 
ASST. Ee ²˙ US oIIIADD Et 1111 — * 3 
— . - SS - — 
18 q Z £2 #* * 0 » 
- 0 _ * = — — - 


thought their increaſe was totheirown detriment. And hav: 
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2. Jos Ern alſo died when he had lived an hundred and te running O\ 
years; having been a man of admirable virtue, and condud. Mamids, an 
ing all his affairs by the rules of reaſon; and uſed his a, WiWecarn all {c 
thority with moderation, which was the cauſe of his ſo grey Mes to har 
felicity among the Egyptians, even when he came from an. Mid under 
ther country, and that in ſuch ill circumſtances alſo, as ter whic 


have already deſcribed. At length his brethren died, ate Meſtroy th 


they had lived happily in Egypt. Now the poſterity and ſo ring to h 
of theſe men after ſome time carried their bodies, and buriet 2. While 
them at Hebron: But as tothe bones of Joſeph, they carried n, there ? 
them into the land of Canaan afterward, when the Hebren; ich made! 
went out of Egypt, for ſo had Joſeph made them promiſe n. One 9 
him upon oath. But what became of every one of theſe I boretellin 
men, and by what toils they got the poſſeſſion of the land of time the 
Canaan, ſhall be ſhewed hereafter, when I have firſt explain. le were = 
ed upon what account it was that they left Egypt. d would 1 
virtue, al 
CHAP. IX. | ages. 

Concerning the afflitions that befel the Hebrews in Egypt, ty be 
during * four hundred years, 3 in bs 


} 1. NJOW it happened that the Egyptians grew delicate . 
| and lazy, as to pains taking, and gave themſelves a 
up toother pleaſures, and in particular to the love of gain, 
They alſo became very ill-atteted towards the Hebrews, 
as touched with envy at their proſperity : For when they 
faw how the nation of the Iſraelites flouriſhed, and were be- 
come eminent already in plenty of wealth, which they had 
acquired by their virtue, and natural love of labour, they 
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um. 


ing in length of time forgotten the benefits they had received 
from Joſeph, particularly the crown being now come into an- 
other tamily, they became very abuſive to the Iſraelites, and 
contrived many ways of afflicting them; for they enjoined 
them to cut a great number of channels for the river. and to 
build walls for their citics, and ramparts, that they might re- 
{train the river, and hinder its waters from ſtagnating, upon 


ts 


* As to the afflition of Abraham's poſterity for 400 years, fee Antig. 
b. i. ch. x. $3. And as to what cities they built in Egypt under Pha- 
roah Seſoſtris, and of Pharoah Scſoſtris's drowning in the Red Sea, ke 
Eflay on the Old Teſt, append. p. 139,—162, 2 
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ten inning over its own banks: They ſet th: m alſo to“ huild 
ud. amids, and by all this wore them out; and forced them 
a0: arn all forts of mechanical arts, and to accuſtom them- 
rex Mes to hard labour. And four hundred years did they 
10. d under theſe afflictions; for they ſtiove one againſt the 
zwe r which ſhould get the maſtery, the Egyptians deſiring 
lter Naeſtroy the Iſraelites by theſe labours, and the Iſraelites 
ſons ring to hold out to the end under them. 
rien . While the affairs of the Hebrews were in this condi- 
ried n, there was this occaſion offered itſelf to the Egyptians, 
en; ich made them more ſolicitous for the extinction of our na- 
miſe n. One of thoſe ſacred + ſcribes, who are very ſagacious 
hele foretelling future events truly, told the King, that about 
d of Wh time there would a child be born to the Ilraelities, who, 
ain. Wc were reared, would bring the Egyptian dominion low, 
d would raiſe the Iſraelites: that he would excel all men 
virtue, and obtain aglory that would be remembered thro? 
| ages. Which thing was fo feared by the King, that, ac- 
ding to this man's opinion, he commanded that they 
JP, Mold caſt every male child, which was born to the Iſra- 
tes, into the river, and deſtroy it: that beſides this, the 
Egyptian midwives (ſhould watch the labours of the He- 
cute f hat is born, for thoſe were th b 
Fe: ew women, and obſerve w g ere the wo 
ain. * 
ens, * Of this building of the pyramids of Fgypt by the Iſraelites, ſee Pe- 
hey zonius Orig. Ægyptiac, ch. xxi. Tis no: impoſſible they might build 
be- e or more of the ſmall ones, but the large ones ſeem much later: 
had nly, if they be all built of ſtone, this does not ſo well agree with the 
hey raclites labours, which are ſaid to have been i, brick, and not in fene, 
: Mr. Sandys obſerves in his Travels, p. 127, 128. 
* Dr. Bernard informs us here, that inſtead of this ſingle prieſt or 


ophet of the Egyptians, without a name in Joſephus, the Jargum of 
nathan names the two famous antagoniſts of Moſes, Jannes and Jan- 
8. Nor is it at all unlikely, that ic might be one of theſe who tore- 
ded ſo much miſery to the Egyptians, and fo much happineſs to the 
rac ites, from the rearing of Mofes. 

t Joſephus is clear that theſe midwives were Egyptians, and not Iſ- 
xe itcs, as in our other copies; which is very probable, it being not 
pon alily to be ſuppoſed, that Pharoah could truſt the Mrachite midwives to 

its xccute ſo barbarous a command againſt their own nation. Conſult 
re fore and correct hence our ordinary copies, Exod. i. 15, — 23. 
nd indeed, Joſephus ſeems to have had much comple ter copies of 
Pha. he Pentateuch, or other authentic records now loſt, about the birth 
nd actions of Meuſes, than either our Hebrew, Samaritan, or Greek 
hibles, afford us, which enabled him to be ſo large and particular about 
um. 
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Boa 


men who were enjoined to do the office of midwives tot 
and by reaſon of their relation to the king, would not u 
greſs his commands. He enjoined allo, that if any yy 
thould diſobey him, and venture to ſpare their“ male; 
dren alive, they and their families ſhould be deſtroyed, } 
was a ſevere affliction indeed to thoſe that ſuffered z. 
only as they were deprived of their ſons, and while f 
were the parents themſelves, they were obliged to be (uj 
vient to the deſtruction of their own children, but as jt 
to be ſuppoſed to tend to the extirpation of their nz 
while upon the deſtruction of their children, and their a 
gradual diſſolution, the calamity would become very hy 
and inconſolable, to them, And this was the ill ſtate g 
were in. But no one can be too hard for the purpol; 
God, though he contrive ten thouſand ſubtile devices 
that end: for this child, whom the ſacred ſcribe foren 
was brought up and concealed from the obſervers appoint 
by the King; and he that foretold him, did not miltake 
the conſequences of his preſervation, which were broug 
to paſs after the manner following. 
3. A man, whoſe name was Amram, one of the nch 
ſort of the Hebrews, was afraid for his whole nation, lef 
ſhould fail, by the want of young men to be brought 
hereafter, and was very uneaſy at it, his wife being tl 
with child, and he knew not what to do. Hereupon| 
betook himſelf to prayer to God; and intreated hin 
have compaſſion on thoſe men who had noways tranſgrelk 
the laws of his worſhip, and to afford them delivers 
from the miſeries they at that time endured, and to t 
der abortive their enemies hopes of the deſtruction of the 
nation. Accordingly God had mercy on him, and ui 
moved by his ſupplication. He ſtood by him in his leg 
and exhorted him not to defpair of his future favour 
He faid further, that he did not forget their piety towail 
him, and would always reward them for it, as he hi 
formerly granted his favour to their forefathers, an 
made them increaſe from a few, to fo great a mult 
tude, He put him in mind, that when Abraham v 


come alone out of Meſopotamia into Canaan, he ha 


bee 


* Of this grandfather of Seſoſtrĩs, Rameſtes the great, who flew t! 
Iſraclite infants and of the inſcription on his obeliſk, containing in m 


opinion one of the oldeſt records of mankind, ſee Eflay on the 0! 
4cft. ap perd. Pp. 139, 145, 147, 4173220. 
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made happy, not only in other re ſpects, but that when 
ie was at firſt barren, ſhe was after ward by him enabled 
aceive ſeed, and bare him ſons. That he left to Iſhmael, 
to his poſterity, the country of Arabia; as allo to his 
by Ketura, Troglodytis ; and to Iſaac, Canaan, That 

v aſſiitance, ſaid he, he did great exploits in war, which, 

s you be yourſelves impious, you muſt (till remember. 
o Jacob, he became well known to itrangers allo, by 
greatneſs of that proſperity in which he lived, and left to 
ſons, who came into Egypt with no more than ſeventy 
s, while you are now become above ſix hundred thouſand, 
ow therefore that I ſhall provide for you all in common 
at is for your good, and particularly for thyſelf what ſhall 
ke thee famous; for that child, out of dread of whole na- 
icy the Egyptians have doomed the Iſraelite children to de- 

;iction, hall be this child of thine, and ſhall be concealed 

dm thole who watch to deſtroy him: And when he is 

ought up, in a ſurpriſing way, he ſhall deliver the Hebrew 

tion from the diſtreſs they are under from the Egyptians. 

Is memory ſhall be famous while the world laſts ; and this 
only among the Hebrews, but foreigners alſo. All which 
all be the effect of my favour to thee, and to thy poſterity. 

e (hall alſo have ſuch a brother, that he ſhall himfelf ob- 
in my prieſthood, and his poſterity ſhall have it after him 
the end of the world. 

4. When the viſion had informed him of theſe things, 
Imram awaked, and told it to Jochebed, who was his wife. 
Ind now the fear increaſed upon them on account of the 
rediction in Amram's dream; for they were under concern, 
ot only for the child, but on account of the great happineſs 
at was to come to him alſo. However, the mother's la- 
Jour was ſuch as afforded a confirmation to what was fore- 
old by God, for it was not known to thole that watched her, 
dy the eaſinels of her pains, and becauſe the throws of her 
elivery did not fall upon her with violence. And now they 
ourithed the child at home privately for three months; but 
iter that time Amram, fearing he ſhould be diſcovered, and 
by falling under the King's diſpleaſure, both he and his child 
ould periſh, and ſo he ſhould make the promiſe of God of 


bone efſe&, he determined rather to entruſt the ſafety and 


care of the child to God, than to depend on his own con- 


cealment of him, which he looked upon as a thing . 
an 


— — - 
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and whereby both the child, fo privately to be nourithe|, 
himſelf, ſhould be in imminent danger; but he believed! 
God would ſome way for certain procure the fatety d: 
child, in order to ſecure the truth of his own predig; 
When they had thus determined, they made an ark df, 
ruſhes, after the manner of a cradle, and of a bigneſs i 
cient for an infant to be laid in, without being too m; 
ſtraitened: They then daubed it over with ſlime, »} 
would naturally keep out the water from entering bete 
the bulruſhes, and put the infant intogy, and ſetting it a 
upon the river, they left its prefervatiou to God : 6 the 
ver received the child, and carried him along. But Mitt 
the child's fitter, paſſed along upon the bank over agait 
him, as her mother had bid her, to ſee whither the ark vg 
be carried; where God demonſtrated, that human wil 
was nothing, but that the Supreme Being is able to do v 
ſoe ver he pleaſes : that thoſe, who, in order to their own! 
curity, condemn others to deſtruction, and uſe great ende 
vours about it, fail of their purpoſe ; but that others are, 
a ſurpriſing manner, preſerved, and obtain a proſperous cu 
dition, almoſt from the very midſt of their calamities, the 
I mean, whoſe dangers ariſe by the appointment of Gd 
And indeed ſuch a providence was exerciſed in the calc 
this child, as ſhewed the power of God. 


5. Thermuthis was the King's daughter. She was no yond . 
diverting herſelf by the banks of the river; and ſeeing a en . 101 


dle born along by the current, ſhe ſent ſome that could {wi 


and bid them bring the cradle to her. When thoſe that ve the 


g i s, when 

ſent on this errand came to her with the cradle, and ſhe fa $ 70 1 

the little child, ſhe was greatly in love with it, on accouifl n they 
ic 


of its largeneſs and beauty; for God had taken ſuch geei 
care in the formation of Moſes, that he cauſed him to be 
thought worthy of bringing up, and providing for, by all tholt 
that had taken the molt fatal reſolutions, on account of theit 
dread of his nativity, for the deſtruction of the reſt of tht 
Hebrew nation. 'I'hermuthis bid them bring her a woma 
that might afford her breait to the child; yet would not the 
child admit of her breaſt, but turned away from it, and di 
the like to many other women. Now Miriam was by whe! 
this happened, not to appear to be there on purpoſe, but on 
as ſtaying to ſee the child; and ſhe ſaid, It is in vain tha 
„thou, O Queen, calleſt for theſe women for the nourith 
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Ie of the child, who are no way of kin to it; but ſtill, 
thou wilt order one of the Hebrew women to be 
ought, perhaps it may admit the breaſt of one of its own 
ion.“ Now, ſince ſhe ſeemed to ſpeak well, Thermu— 
bid her to procure ſuch an one, and to bring one of thoſe 
Nie women that gave ſuck. So when ſhe had ſuch au- 
ity given her, ſhe came back, and brought the mother, 
Vas known to no body there. And now the child 
Wy admitted. the breaſt, and ſeemed to ſtick cloſe to it; 
ſo it was, that at the Queen's deſite, the nurſing of the 
d was entirely intruſted to the mother. 


"EE 


©, Wy 

betw, 
it af 
© the; 


Mir Hereupon it was that Thermuthis impoſed this name 
SR upon him, from what had happened when he was 
| ul into the river; for the Egyptians call water by the name 
Mi, and ſuch as are /aved out of it by the name of Her; 
lo by putting theſe two words together, they impoſed this 
ow: ie upon him. And he was by the confeſſion of all, 
ene ording to God's prediction, as well for his greatneſs of 
ate d, as for his contempt of diſficulties, the belt of all the 
us cl brews 3 for Abraham was his anceſtor, of the ſeventh ge- 
. the Wpotiov. For Moles was the fon of Amram, who was the 
\f of Caath, whole father Levi was the ſon of Jacob, who 


5 the fon of Iſaac, who was the ſon of Abraham. Now 
oſes's underſtanding became ſuperior to his age, nay, far 
yond that ſtandard; and when he was taught, he diſcovered 
ater quickneſs of apprehenſion than was uſual at his age, 
d lis actions at that time promiſed greater, when he ſhould 
eto the age of a man. God did alſo give him that tall- 
s, when he was but three years old, as was wonderful. 
nd as for his beauty, there was no body ſo unpolite, as 
en they ſaw Moſes, they were not greatly ſurpriſed at the 
auty of his countenance : Nay, it happened frequently, 
it thoſe that met him, as he was carried along the road, 
re obliged to turn again upon ſeeing the child; that they 
{t what they were about, and ſtood Gill a great while to 
k on him, for the beauty of the child was ſo remarkable 
d natural to him, on many accounts, that it detained the 
ectators, and made them ſtay longer to look upon him. 

7. Thermuthis therefore perceiving him to be ſo remark. 
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het | 
* dle a child, adopted him for her ſon, having no child of 
thalrown. And when one time ſhe had carried Moſes to 
i father, ſhe ſhewed him to him, and ſaid, ge, thought to 


a make 
ing 
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make him her father's ſucceſſor, if it ſhould pleaſe Gy \ 
ſhould have no legitimate child of her own ; and ſaid o 
I have brought up a child who is of a + divine form +1 
© of a generous mind; and as I have received him from = 
40 e of the river, in a wonderful manner, I thoy \ 1 O< 
« proper to adopt him for my ſon, and the heir of thy M 
& dom.” And when ſhe had ſaid this, ſhe put the in e of matt 
into her father's bands: ſo he took him and hugged i feed 
cloſe to his breaſt 3 and, on his daughter's account, | rating 
pleaſant way, put his diadem upon his head; but M e 
threw it down to the ground, and in a puerile mood dans, 
wreathed it round, and tread upon it with his feet, wig. on 
ſecmed to bring along with it an evil preſage concerning! their ra 
kingdom of Egypt. But when the ſacred ſcribe ſaw tl * y had re 
(he was the ſame perſon who foretold that his nativity v th. 
bring the dominion of that kingdom low), he made a via a 
attempt to kill him; and crying out in a frightful mann; un 
he ſaid, © This, O King! this child is he of whom it wo 
« foretold, that if we kill him we ſhall be in no danger: i {Lov pt 
« himſelf affords an atteſtation to the prediction of the Hence; © 
thing, by his trampling upon thy government, and tree ne ve 
« ing upon thy diadem. Take him therefore out of the e pr 
« and deliver the Egyptians from the fear they are in abi men the 
« kim; and deprive the Hebrews of the hope they have Mile no! 
being encouraged by him.“ But Thermuthis prevent [> ptiar 
him, and ſnatched the child away. And the King was u their ora 
hafly to ſlay him, God himſelf, whole providence proted s cour 
Moſes, inclining the king to ſpare him. He was thereto ane 


educated with great care. So the Hebrews depended oil ut lic » 
him, and were of good hopes that great things would be doi n (l 


by him ; ; but the Egyptians were ſuſpicious of what woulM deli, 
follow ſuch his education. Yet becauſe if Moſes had bee db 
ſlain, there was no one, either a- kin or adopted, that had an Vu 


oracle on his ſide, for prete nding to the crown of Egypt, an 
likely to be of greater advantage to them, they abſtaine 


This 


from killing him. Wopians 
16m Jof 

' N nen 

C H A genere 

„hen 

+ What Joſephus here ſays of the beauty of Moſes; that he was 9 * jor hi 


Ire a@auys, 
wy thi 
Ur elite 
but was 


divine form, is very like what St. Stephen ſays of the ſame beauty, i 
Moſes was beauti.! in the fight of God, Acts vii. 20. 
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Is Moſes made wer with the Ethiopians. 


. M OSES therefore, when he was born, and brought 
up 1n the foregoing manner, and came to the 
re of maturity, made his virtue monifeſt to the E Zyptians; 
hewed, that he was born for the bringing them down, 
\] raiſing the Iſraelites. And the occaſion he laid hold of 
das this: The Ethiopians, who are next neighbours to the 


100d, ,vrtians, made an inrode into their country, which they 
„ Wi d pon, and carried off the effects of the Egyptians, who, 
ning ; their rage, fought againſt them, aud revenged the affronts 
aw th 


hey had received from them; but being overcome in battle. 
ac of them were flain, and the reſt ran away in a ſhameful - 
manner, and by that means ſaved themlelves, whereupon the 
ilioptans followed after them in the purſuit, and thinking 
that it would be a mark of cowardice if they did not lubdue 
al Egypt, they went cn to ſubdue the reſt with greater vehe- 
mence; and when they had taited the ſweets of the country, 
they never left of the proſecution of the war: And as the 
nerclt parts had not courage enough at firſt to fight with 
tz-m. they proeceded as far as Memphis, and the ſea itlelf, 
wi:tle not one of the cities were able to oppole them. The 
Layptians, under this fad oppreſſion, betook themſelves to 
their oracles and prophecies ; and when God had given them 
this counſel, to make uſe of Moſes the Hebrew, and take his 
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erel0 - hitance, the King commanded his daughter to produce him, 
ded t e might be the * general of their army. Upon which, 
dor nen the h: ad made him {wear he would do him no harm, 
won delivered him to the King, and ſuppoſed his aſliſtance 
bee beef great advantage to them. She withal reproach- 
ad 10 Vo. * I ed 
t, an | 

aine This hiſtory of Moſcs, as general of the Egyptians againſt the E- 


plans, is wholly omitted in our Eibles, but is thus cited by Irenaus, 
Om! Joſephus, and that ſoon after his own age: “ Joſephus ſays, that 
u hen Moſes was nouriſhed in the King's palace, he was appointed 
general of the army aguinſt the Ethic pans, and conquered them, 
* when he marricd that King” s daughter, bee: iuſe, out of her affection 
* {or him, ſhe delivered the city up to him.'' See the Fragments of 
1 cumzus, ap edit, Grab. Pp. 473. Nor perhaps did St. Stephen refer to 
thing elſe, when he ſaid of Moſes, before he was ſent by God to the 
l'irochtes, that he was not only learned in all the wiſdom of the Egyptians, 
but was allo mighty in words aud in deed;, Acts vil. 32. 
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2 
ed the prieſt, who. when they had before admoniſheg « at thew © 


- N . . unt 
Egyptians to kill him, was not aſhamed now to own mn Saga 1 
want of his help. | es, ” . 

2. So Moſes. at the perſuaſion both of Thermuthis, Mo"! a 


JCrous ſuc 
th cir diligc 
Fr of bein 
ud at lei 
I Ethiop! 
Ine name © 


the King himfelf, cheerfully undertook the buſineſs : . 
the ſacred ſcrrbes of both nations were glad; thoſe of 5, 
Egyptians, that they ſhould at once overcome their enenj. 
by his valour, and that by the ſame piece of managemer 
Moſes would be ilain ; but thoſe of the Hebrews, that thy 
ſhould eſcape from the Egyptians, becauſe Moſes was to 


. X t creat 
their general. But Moſes prevented the enemies, and th &* 

. . . lite rour 
and led his army before thoſe enemies were apprized of H ud 
attacking them; for he did not march by the river, but H 3 

| *＋ 


land, where he gave a wonderful demonſtration of his ſas. 
city: For when the ground was difficult to be paſſed ove 
becaule of the multitude of ſerpents, which it produces h 
vaſt numbers, and indeed is ſingular in ſome of thoſe pro 


ter ther 
wall, and 
and havl 


. - - . ' omuch 
ductions, which other countries do not breed, and vet ſuch S an bes 
. ou . * en 
as are worſe than others in power and mi'chief, and an nn. to impol 
0 


uſual ſierceneſs of ſight, ſome of which and out of the 
ground unſeen, and alſo fly in the air, and ſo come ufer 
men at unawares, and do them a miſchief, Moſes invented 1 
wonderful ſtratagem to preſerve the army ſafe, and without 
hurt; for he made baſkets, like unto arks of ſedge, aud fil. 
led them with “ tbes, and carried them along with them; 


take the 
army's | 
tle), thi 
the Kin 
he led t 


* 


nr = 
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8 which animal is the greateſt enemy to ſerpents imaginable, 3 

. tor they fly from them when they come near them and 3s they Nh: 
jy they fly they are caught and devoured by them, as if it wete be the 
id done by the harts ; but the ibes are tame creatures, and only ken 
# enemies to the ſerpentine kind. But about theſe ibes I (ay Ge fell 
Fi no more at preſent, ſince the Greeks are not themſelves un- that p. 
"Wd acquainted with this fort of bird. As ſoon therefore as Mo— to dif 
4 it ſes was come to the land which was the breeder of theſe ſer- accept 
© 7 pents, he let looſe the ibes, and by their means repelled the vering 
J . ſerpentine kind, and uſed them for his aſſiſtants before the to tak 
5 army came upon that ground. When he had therefore pro— mor 
1 ceeded thus on his journey, he came upon the Ethiopians Cone 
. before they expected him; and joining battle with them, he iy 5 
„ n | beat tha ul 

1 * Pliny ſpeaks of theſe birds called Jer, and ſays, «The Fgyptians SY 


% invokcd them againſt the ſerpents,” Hiſt. Nat. B. X. ch. 28, Strabo 


* 


— 


ſpeaks of this ifland Meroe, and theſe rivers Afaprs and Aſtaboras, Book 
XVI. p. 771, 786. aud B. XVII. p. 821, 
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at them and deprived them of the hopes they had of ſue- 
Wn ry again the Egyptians, and went on in overthrowing their 
Ries, and indeed made a great ſlaughter of theſe Ethiopians. 


his, Nor: when the Egyptian army had once taſted of this pro- 
5 by E-rous ſuccels, by the means of Moles, they did not ſlaken 
tir diligence, inſomuch, that the Ethiopians were in dan- 
enen er ſof being reduced to ſlavery, and all forts of deſtruction. 
Nemo ud at length they retired to Saba, which was a royal city 
at „ Ethiopia, which Cambyſes afterward named Meroe, after 
1s toe name of his own fifler, The place was to be beſieged with 
nd to cry great difficulty, ſince it was both encompaſſed by the Nile 
| of He round, and the other rivers Aſtapus and Aſtaborus made 
but Ha very difficult thing for ſuch as attempted to paſs over them; 


Fr the city was ſituate in a retired place, and was inhabited 
after the manner of an iſland, being incompaſſed with a ſtrong 
wall, and having the rivers to guard them from their enemies, 
and having great ramparts between the wall and the rivers, 
inſomuch, that when the waters came with the greateſt vio- 
lence it can uever be drowned ; which ramparts make it next 
to impoſſible for, even ſuch as are gotten over the rivers, to 
take the city However, while Moſes was unealy at the 
army's lying idle, (for the enemies durſt not come to a bat- 
tle), this accident happened: Tharbis was the daughter of 
the King of the Ethiopians ; ſhe happened to fee Moſes, as 
he led the army near to the walls, and fought with great cou- 
lage, and admiring the ſubtilty of his undertakings, and be- 
lieving him to be the author of the Egyptians ſucceſs, when 


be the occaiton of the great da: 2&er the Ethiopians were in, 
when they had before boaſted of their great atchievements, 

fie tell deeply in love with him; and upon the prevalency of 
that paſhon, ſent to him the molt faithful of all her ſervants 
to diſcourſe with him upon their marriage. He thereupon 
accepted tic offer, on condition ſhe would procure the deli 
vering up of the c; and gave her the aiturance of an oath 


the 3 5 
bi to take her to his wife, and that when he had once taken pol- 
= ſellion of rhe city, he would not break his oath to her. No 


P boner was the agreement made, but it tock effect immediate- 
iy; and when Mof=s had cut of the Ethiopians, he gave 


eat 

thanks to God, and conlummated his marriage, and led the 
1 Lgyptians back to their on land. 
ho 
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they had before defpaired of recovering their liberty, and to 
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e 
How Moſes fied out of Egvpt unto Midian. 


Þ NOW the Egyptians, after they had been preſery! te than t 

by Nloſcs, entertained an hatred to bim, 39 * * 
were very enger in compaſſing g their deligus againſt him. came t 
ſuſpe cdi. 1g that he weu'd take occa! on, from bis good 1c: We by 
to raiſe a ſediticn, and bring innovations into Egypt; ned that 
told the King, he ought to be flata. The King had 4 , nor g. 


ſome intentions of himſelf to the ſame purpoſe, aud this a tis dat 
well out of eavy at his glorious expedition at the head oi 1 A. factor, 
army. as out of fear of being brought low by him; and, be might b 
ing inſtigated by the ſacred ſcribes, he was ready to wude, ae. ue te 
tale to kill Moſes. But when he had learned before bard zt he ac 
what plots there were againſt him, he went away privateh; , victue, 
and ante the public roads were watched, he touk his diet ee on p 
through the deſerts. and where his TRIES could not ſuſped ere both 
he a travel; and though he was deſtitute of food, be Wi, excecd 
went on, and deſß ee that difficulty couragioufly. And whe a, aud £ 
he came to the city Midian, which lay upon the Red Su, WMW.;otcd h 


and was ſo denominated from one of Abratiam's ſons by Ke. ue, for 
tural, he ſat upon a certain well, and reſted himſelf there tle. 
after his laborious journey, and the affliction he had been in, 

It was not far from the city; and the time of the day ws; 

n00n, where he had an occaſion offered him, by the cuſlon Con 
of the country, of doing what recommended hes virtue, and 

en lim an opportunity of bettering his circumſtances, : . N 

For that country having bat Lttle water, the ſheyherais Wl 

afed to ſeize on the wells before others came, leaſt their flocks naved tl 
thould want water; and leaſt it ſhould be ſpent by others de. king 5 
fore they came. There were now come therefore to this wel! docks tl 
ſeven tiſters, that were virgins, the daughters of Raputl a i. mo 
prieſt, and one thought worthy by the people of ye country techage 
of great honour : theſe virgins, who took care of their fa Lon b 
ther's flocks, which fort of work it was cuftcmary, and very . che 
familiar for women to do in the country of the 'T roglodyte: Sy "Py 
they came firſt of all, and drew water out of the well in 2 1 
quantity ſufficient for their flocks. into troughs, which wer: 3 
made for the reception of that water. But when the hep: ru b 
herds came upon the maidens, and drove them, away, that * font 
hey might have the coramand of the waters themſelves „Mo- SHE 


les, 
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tuinking it would be a terrible reproach upon him if he 
osked the young. women under unjult oppreſlion, aud 
ald fer the violence of the men to prevail over the right 
tue maidens, he drove away the men, who had a mind to 
bre than their ſhare, and aftorded a proper aflillance to th 

omen; Who, when they had received ſuch a benefit from 
, came to their father, aud told him how they had been 
ronted by the ſhepherds, and aſſiſted by a ſtranger, and in- 
ed that he would not let this generous action be done in 
in, nor go without a reward, Now the father took it well 


Gill 


* n his daughters that they were ſo deſirous to reward their 

' 1 WW ncfactor, and bid them bring Moſes into his preſence, that 

i, ke might be rewarded as he delerved.. And when Moſes 

nc. he told him what teſtimony his daughters bare to him, 
hard it he had aſliſted them; and that, as he admired him for 

«<>; Wi: victue, he ſaid, that Moles had beſtowed ſuch his aſtiſt— 

Thg ce on perſons not inſeniivle of benefits, but where they 

beet ae both able and willing to return the kindnels, and even 

de e exceed the meaſu e of his generoſity. So he made him his 

ene, and gave him one of his daughters in marriage; and ap- 

„K. vinted him to be the guardian and ſuperintencent over his 

5 attle, for of old all the wealth of the Barbarians was in thoſe: 
OY tle, 

N In. 

1 E 

and Concerning the burning buſh, and the rod of Moſes. 

Wy W Moſes, when he had obtained the favour of 
KY ethro, for that was one of the names of Raguel, 
be. WW: vcd there, and fed his flock; but ſome time atterward, 
ne *zKing his (tation at the mountain called Szuaz, he drove his 
, Wh focks thither to fred them. Now this is the higheſt of all 
= the mountains thereabouts, and the beſt for paiturage, the 


bechage being there good; and it had not been before fed 
ry upon, becauſe of the opinion men had that God dwelt there, 
+ the thepherds not daring to aſcend up to it. And here it was. 
. that a wonderful prodigy happened to Moſes; for a fire fed 
upon a thorn-buſſi; yet did the green leaves and the flowers 
continue untouched, and the fire did not at all conſume the 
lruit branches, although the flame was great and fierce. Mo- 


les was affrighted at this ſtrange fight, as it was to him; but 
i ne was ſtill more afloniſhed when the fire uttered 4 voice, and 
13 called; 
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called to him by name, and ſpake words to him, by which | heſore. A 
tigniticd to him how bold he had been in venturiug to * R bis bolton 
into a place whither no man had ever come before, bee hite, and | 
the place was divine; and adviſed him to remove a pie! anten vonte. 
trom the flame, and to be contented with what he h rad (een ick ſome © 
ard though he were himſelf a good man, and the ct:prinMiſſcn the gros 
of grent men. yet that he thould not pry any farther : audede wonder 


torctuid to him, that he ſhould have glory and honour amo into be c 
men, by the blefling of Jod upon him. He allo command * the grea 
him to go away thence with confidence to Egypt, in order y Wt oie 1905; 


art lent by 
According 


Lis being the commander and conductor of the body of the 
Hebrews, and to his delivering Lis own people frem the in; 


juries they ſuffered there : © Lor, ſaid God, they ſhall i ihr nuke hail 
bit this happy land which your forefather Abraham i „* to draw or 
e ted, and (hall have the enjoymentotall ſorts of good thiugs; bre S, ANC 
* and thou, by thy prudence, halt guide them to thule gos Ky Mol 
„things.“ But {till he er 10 ned him, when he had brought affured bir 
the Hebrews out of the land of Egypt, to come to that place, om left 
and to offer ſacrifices of thankſgiving there. Such were il Lim that! 
. oracles which were delivered out of the fire. hira to VO 
But Moſes was aſtoniſhed at what he ſaw, and much Fuce he h 
* at what he heard; and he ſaid, © I think it would he his name, 
an 153ttance of tco great madneſs, O Lord, for one of il: o ſuch 
"re gard I bear to thee, to diſtruſt thy power, fince I my- ted to hi: 
* feit adore it, and hee that it has bcen made manifeſt to to men b 
* my progenitors : : But I am (till in doubt how I, who am to lay an 
a private man, and one of no abilities, ſhould Sieber per- then on!! 
IB - 


which bg 
buth ; an 
ty him, | 


luade my own countrymen to leave the country they now 
** inhabit, and to follow me wy : end whither J lead them; 
** or, if they ſhould be perſuaded, how can I force Pha 


* to permit them to depart, — they augment their own d rin 
** vieaith and proſperity by the labuurs aud works they | 
upon them.“ EX 
3. But God perſuaded him to be couragious on all ccca- N 2 * 
ſtons, and promiſed to be with him, and to aſſiſt him in his A 
words, when he was to perſuade men, and in his deeds, Derr 
whcu he was to perform wonders. He bid him alſo to take nouneing 
a ſignal of the truth of what he ſaid, by throwing his rod ug- Gay, (the 
on the ground ; which, when he had done, it crept along, "yp as 
and was become a ſerpent, and rolled itſelf ound in its folds, 15 gre 
and erccicd its head, as ready to revenge itſelf on ſuch as the 6 ab 
ſhould aflault it, after which it became a rod again as it was ments w 


before, very WI. 


ce. XII. re 103 
Nefore. After this God bid Moſes to put his light hand in- 
Ito his boſom; he obeyed, and when he took it out it was 
F.. hi:c, and in colour like to chalk, but atterward it returned 
tc its wonted colour again, He alſo, upon God's command, 


tock ſome of the water that was near him, and poured it up- 


cet 
rn cn che ground, and ſaw the colour was that of blood. Upon 
de the wonder that Moſes thewed at theſe ſigns, God exhorted 
non; an to be of good courage, and to be aſſured that he would 
4a bc the greateſt ſupport to him; and bid him make uſe of 
ert. thoſe ſgns in order to obtain belief among all men, that thou 
the art tent by me, and doſt all things accotding tomy commands, 
in Accordingly I enjoin thee to make no more delays, but to 


hg. WW nic hait to Egypt, and to travel night and day, and not 


abi. to draw out the time, and fo make the flavery of the He- 
gs; brews, and their ſufferings, to lait the longer. 
7004 1. Moſes having now leen and heard theſe wonders, that 


vi fired him of the truth of theſe promiſes of God, had no 
ace, oom left him to diibeheve them, he cntreated him to grant 


e bim that power when he {tould be in Egypt; and bolought 
him to vouchſafe him the knowledge of his own name, and 
uch fnce he had heard and ſcen him, that he would allo tell him 
be his name, that when he offered ſacrifice he might iuvoke him 
uit „, {ich his name in his oblations. Whereupon God decla- 
ny. red to him his holy name, which had never been diſcovered 
to Wl to men before; concerning which it is “ not Iawiul for me 
am Wl to lay any more. Now thele ſigns accompanied Moſes, not 
er- then only, but always, when he prayed for them: Of all 
O\W which ſigns he attributed the firmeit aſient to the ure in the 
n; buch; and believing that God would be a gracious lupporter 
ly to him, he hoped he thould be able to deliver his own uation, 
vn d bring celamitics on the Egyptians, 
at HA. 
1- * This ſuperſtitious fear of diſcovering the name with four letlers, 
e which of late we have been ulcd falſely to pronounce Jelevab, but leems 
5, to have been origivally pronounced Faboh, or Tao, is never, 1 think, 
| heard of till this paſſage of Joſephus ; and this ſuperſtition, in not pro— 
Bo nouncing that name, has continued among the Rabbmical Jews to this 
* Gy, (though whether the amaritans and Caraites obſerved it 10 carly 
r, dos hot appear). Joſephus alfo durſt not ſet down the very words of 


the ten c mmandments, as we ſhall fee hereafter, Antiq B. lil. ch. v. 
F. which {uperititious blence, has yet not been continued even by 
the k abbins. It is however no doubt, but both theſe cautious conceals 
8 ments were taught Joſephus by the Phariſccs, a body oi men at ones 
£ Try wicked, ang very ſuferhitious, 
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king ver; 


How Myfes and Aaron returned ito Hgybt to Pfarabb, garb * 

d 1, 80 Moſes, when he underſtood that the Phary, KF Wy oy 
in whoſe reign he fled away, was dead, aſked 1:1, prardec 

of Raguel to go to Egypt, for the benefit of his own peoyle; a on 
And he took with him Zipporah, the daughter cf Rag aint So. 
whom he had married, and the children he had by her, GM bei 1 
ſom and Eleazar, and made haſte into Egypt. N6w the (Mi: * 1 
mer of thoſe names, Gerſom, in the Hebrew tongue, fg?! ny 
fies, that he was in a Hrange land; and Eleazar, that, 9 W an = 
the a//i/tance of the God of his faihers, he had eſcaped fron elk def 


the Egyptians, Now when they were near the border, 
Aaron his brother, by the command of. God, met him. 9 
whom he declared what had befallen him at the mount in 
and the commands that God had given him, But as 108 
were going forward. the chief men among the Hebrews hay. 
ing learned that they were coming, met them: to whon 
Moſes declared the ſigns he had ſeen; and while they could 
not believe them, he made them ſee them. So they took 
courage at theſe ſurpriſing and unexpected fights, and hoped 


tnat Vi hat 
magic arts 
ot man: 

done by ci 
but that th 
nd when h 
round, and 
eyed him, 
e Eoyptial 


well of their entire deliverance, as believing now that Gul named th 
took care of their preſervation. , fe took 1 

2. Since then Moſes found that the Hebrews would bs Fee 
obedient to whatſoever he ſhould direct, as they promiĩſed to ” done: t 
be, and were in love with liberty, he came to the King. who WM hat "4p 


had indeed but lately received the government, and told hin 
how much he had done for the good of the Egyptians, whe 
they were deſpiſed by the Ethiopians, and their country laid Nn no rele 
waſte by them; and how he had been the commander of their Nnt to gr 
forces, and had labouted for them, as if they had been his Leg them 
own people; and he informed him in what danger he had Nd 1141 
been during that expedition, without having any proper re- N at bric 
turns made him, as he had deſerved. He alſo informed him M nicht. 

diſtinctly, what things happened to him at mount Sinai; aud Wh... they | 
what God ſaid to him; and the figns that were done by God, . e ee 
in order to aſſure him of the authority of thoſe commands Nn. But 


lrewdnel 
im that wa: 


which he had given him. He allo exhorted him not to dil. Neatenine 

believe what he told him, nor to oppoſe the will of God. 1 

5. But when the King derided Moſes, he made him in I rebolute 

earneſt lee the ſigns that were done at mount Sinai, Yet was Wi:-ce to F 
the 
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195 very angry with him, and called him an ill man, 
he d furmerly run away from his Egyptian ſlavery, and 


de now back with deceitful tricks, and wonders, 1d ma- 
arts, to aſtoniſh him. And when he had ſaid this, he 
marded the prieſts to let him ſce the fame wonderful 
\t:.4> knowing that the Egyptians were ſcilful in this ind 
carning, and that he was not the only perſon who Knew 
„, and pretended them to be divine; as allo he told him, 
it vhon he brought ſuch wonderful ſights before him, he 
puld only be believed by the unlearned. Now when the 
its threw down their rods, they became ſerpents. But 
oſcs was not daunted at it; ; and ſaid, © O King, I do not 
myſelf deſpiſe the wiſdom of the Egyptians, but I lay, 
that what I do is ſo much ſuperior to what. thele do by 
magic arts and tricks, as divine power exceeds the power 
of man: But I will demonſtrate, that what 1 do is not 
done by craft, or counterfeiting what is not really true, 
but that the appear by the providence and power of God.“ 
id when he had faid this, he caſt his rod down upon the 
round, and commanded it to turn itielf into a ſerpent. It 
eyed him, and went all round, and devoured the rods of 
e Lgyptians, which ſeemed to be dragons, until it had 
nſumed them all: It then returned to its own form, aud 
lolcs took it into his hand again. 
4. However, the King was no more moved, when this 
:s done, than before; and being very angry, he ſaid, 
That he ſhould gain nothing by this his cunning and 
lirewdneſs againſt the Egyptians.” And he command 
m that was the chief taſk-maſter over the Hebrews, to give 
hem no relaxation from their labours, but to compei them to 
omit to greater oppreſſions than before. And thoug h he al- 
wed them chaſf before for the making their bricks, he 
ould allow it them no longer; but he made them to work 
rd at brick-making in the day time, and to gather chaff in 


ie night. Now when their labour was thus doubled upon 


ein, they laid the blame upon Moles, becaule their labour 
As milcry were on his account 8 more levere to 


A But Moſes did not let his courage fink for the King's 


neatenings; nor did he abate of Bis Zeal on account of the 
ichrews complaints, but he ſupported” himſelf, aud ſet his 
wv] reſoiutely againſt them both, and uled his own utmoſt di- 


gence to procure liberty to his countrymen, So ne Went to 
the 
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How Mies and Aaron returned into I;3ypt to Pharay/, Wb © now bat 
p 3 | arts, to 
ds 1. CO Moſes, when he underſtood that the Pharac . lad 4 
. . ' 1. 1 41:0 
in whoſe reign he fled away, was dead, aſked lu 5 
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of Raguel to go to Egypt, for the benefit of his own peoyly 
And he took with him Zipporah, the daughter of Rague, 
hom he had married, and the children he had by her, Gd 
ſom and Eleazar, and made haſte into Egypt. Now the fur. 


carning, « 
Em, and pr. 
. & hen he 


gi 


„ only b 
* * 4 1423, v7 ON! 
mer of thoſe names, Gerſom, in the Hebrew tongue, fg. * 
b land; and Eleazar, that, eds tre 
fies, that he was in a Hrange land,; an eazar, that, by e ns u 


the iſtance of the God of his fathers, he had eſcaped fron 
the Egyptians, Now when they were near the border, 
Aaron his brother, by the command of. God, met him, 9 
whom he declared what had befallen him at the mountain, 
ana the commands that God had given him, But as thy 
were going forward. the chief men among the Hebrews hay. 
ing learned that they were coming, met them: to whom 
Moſes declared the ſigns he had ſeen; and while they could 
not believe them, he made them ſee them. So they took 
courage at theſe ſurpriſing and unexpected ſights, and hoped 


myſelf del 
tnat Vi hat 
magic arts 
of wan: 
done by c1 
but that th 
1d when h 
round, and 
eycd him, 
e Lgyptiat 


well of their entire deliverance, as believing now that Gul famed th 
took care of their preſervation. | loles took 1 

2. Since then Moſes found that the Hebrews would be 4. Howe\ 
obedient to whatſoever he ſhould direct, as they promiſed v. done, t 


be, and were in love with liberty, he came to the King. who WM 71..+ he + 
had indeed but lately received the government, and told hin rende 
how much he had done for the good of the Egyptians, whea that was 
they were deſpiſed by the Ethiopians, and their country laid Nen no rela 
waſte by them; and how he had been the commander of their Nuit to wr 
forces, and had labouted for them, as if they had been his Ned them 
own people; and he informed him in what danger he had Hd 1110 
been during that expedition, without having any proper re- Nat bric 


turns made him, as he had deſerved. He alſo informed him MW. nicht. 

diſtinctly, what things happened to him at mount Sinai; aud bem; they | 
what God ſaid to him; and the figns that were done by God, N cheir m 
in order to aſſure him of the authority of thoſe commands MW... But 
which he had given him. He allo exhorted him not to dil- Wo: enjnc 
believe what he told him, nor to oppoſe the will of God. News 80 


5. But when the King derided Moſes, he made him in WM. :< oi ute 


earneſt lee the ſigns that were done at mount Sinai, Yet was Hence to p 
the 


„ o 195 


King very angry with him, and called him an ill man, 
d forme rly run away from his Egyptian ſlavery, and 


eyed him, and went all round, and devoured the rods of 
beuge Egyptians, which ſeemed to be dragons, until it had 
e amed them all: It then returned to its own form, aud 
loles took it into his hand again. 


, „row back with deceitful tricks, and wonders, and ma- 
| F Tarts, to altoniſh him. Ard when he had laid this, he 
* man ded the prieſts to let him lee the lame wondertul 
* a: rowing that the Egyptians were iailtul in this kind 
"oO [ning and that he was not the only perſon who Knew 
hy em, and pretended them to be divine; as alſo he told him, 
"WM: ben he brought ſuch wonderful fights before him, he 
ws id only be believed by the uulearned. New when the 
Ses threw down their rods, they became ſ-rpents. But 
N sas not daunted at it; and ſaid.“ O King, I do not 
* myſelf deſpiſe the wiſdom of the Egyptians. but I ſax, 
te hat 1 do is fo much ſapetior to what. theſe do by 
' Ol moi arts and tricks, as divine power exceeds the power 
* of man: But I will demonlirate, that what I do is not 
„done by craft, or counterfeiting what is not really true, 
* but that they>appear by the providence and power of God.“ 
ol ad when he had ſaid this, he cait his rod down upon tne 
* round, and commanded it to turn ittelf into 2 ſerpent. It 
| 


18 : . 
* 4. However, the King was no more moved, when this 
* as done, than before; and being very angry, he laid, 
hat he ſhould gain nothing by this his cunning and 
Un 


lirewdneſs againſt the Egyptians.” And he commanded 
enn that was the chief taſk-maſter over the Hebrews, to give 
hem no relaxation from their labours, but to compel them to 
vat to greater oppreſſions than before. And thoug h he al- 
lis ned them chaff before for the making their bricks, he 
ad oed allow it them no longer; but he made them to work 
re. Herd at brick-making in the day time, and to gather chal in 


im ge & night, Now when their labour was thus doubled upon 
ad 2, they laid the blame upon Moſes, becauſe their labour 
0, i heir milcry were on his account become more ſevere to 
ds iy But Moſes did not let his courage ſink for the King's 
1 weatenings; nor did he abate of Bis zeal on account of the 
„ brews complaints, but he ſupported: bimſelf, and fet his 
n WW! reloiutely againſt them both, and uled his own utmoſt di- 


. zence to procure liberty to his country men. So he went to 
C the 
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the King, and perſuaded him to let the Hebrews go to my 
Sinai, and there to ſacrifice to God, becauſe God hade 
Joined them fo to do. He perſuaded him alſo, not to wy, 
ter- work the deſigns of God, but to eſteem his favour a0 
all things, and to permit them to depart, leſt, before he; 
aware, he lay an obſtruction in the way of the divine c 
mands, and ſo occaſion his own ſuffering ſuch puniſhment; 
it was probable any one that counter-worked the divine x 
mands ſhould undergo, fince the ſevereſt afflictions ariſe fin 
every object ta thoſe that provoke the divine wrath apait 
them; for ſuch as theſe have neither the earth, nor the x 
for their friends; nor are the fruits of the womb accordi 
to nature, but every thing is unfriendly and adverſe town] 
them. He ſaid farther, that the Egyptians ſhould know ti 
by fad experience; and that beſides, the Hebrew pea 
ſhould go out of their country without their conſent, 
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CF XIV. 


Concerning the ten plagues which came upon the Egyptian: 


F 1. BUT when the King deſpiſed the words of Mol: 

and had no regard at all to them, grievous plegut 
ſeized the Egyotians, every one of which I will deſctibt 
both becauſe no ſuch plagues did ever happen to any cid 
nation as the Egyptians now felt; and becauſe I would d 
monſtrate that Moſes did not fail in any one thing that! 
foretold them, and becauſe it is for the good cf mankin 
thit they may learn this caution, not to do any thing that m: 
diipleat: God, leſt he be provoked to wrath, and avenge the 
iniquities upon men. The Fa2yptiaa river ran with blood 


water, at the command of God, infomuch that it could aner of th 
be drank, and they had nv other ſpring of water neither in part t 
for the water was not only of the culour of blood, but Wunder min 
brought upon thoſe that ventured to drink of it great pain odepart. 1 


18 f S. * ! | i £ 1 5 
and bitter torment. Such was the river to the Egyptian proper to 
but it wis {weet and fit for drinking to the Hebrews, and Wives behir 
5 . C.. * - - " « I] * ut 7 h A ; | Kin 
way din rent rom Wuatit natura y Wed to be. 4 3 the \"Srovoked G 
therefore knew not what to do in theſe ſurpriüng circumil. 
ces, and was in fear for the Egyptiaus, he gave the Hebrev 
leave to go ava; but when the plague ccaled, he chang WM + of this 
his mind again, and would not ſuffer them to go. icked men, 
| 2, LaWpilful fins, to 
- b. vol. II. 


. XIV. I. 157 
>. But when God ſaw that he was ungrateful, and upon 
e ccaling of the calamity would not grow wiler, he ſent 
other plague upon the Egyptians : an innumerable multi- 
e of frogs conſumed the fruit of the ground; the river 
allo full of them, inſomuch that thoſe who drew water 
dit ſpoiied by the blood of theſe animals, as they died in, 
{ were deltroyed by the water; © the country was full 
flthy ſlime, as they were born, aud as they died: they 
o ſpoiled their veſſels in their houſes which they uſed, and 
c found among what they eat, and what they drank, and 
me in great numbers upon their beds. There was allo an 
gratetul ſmell and flink arofe from them, as they were 
ra. and as they died therein, Now, when the Egyptians 
ere under the oppreſſion of theſe miſcries, the King ordered 
es to take the Hebrews with him, and be gone. Upon 
nich the whole multitude of the frogs vaniſhed away; and 
h the land and the river returned to their former natures, 
ut as ſoon as Pharaoh ſaw the land freed from this plague, 
forgot the cauſe of it, and retained the Hebrews; and, 
as though he had a mind to try the nature of more ſuch 
rments, he would not yet ſuffer Moſes and his people to 
part, having granted that liberty rather out of fear, than 
t of any good conſideration. 

z. Accordingly God puniſhed his falſeneſs with another 
ugue, added to the former: for there aroſe, out of the 
lies of the Egyptians, an innumerable quantity of lice, by 
hich, wicked as they were, they miſerably periſhed, as not 
ble to deſtroy this fort of vermin, either with waſhes, or 
th ointments. At which terrible judgment, the King of 
Zypt was in diſorder, upon the fear into which he reaſoned 
miclf, left his people ſhould be deſtroyed, and that the 
wner of this death was alſo reproachful, ſo that he was forc- 
{in part to recover himſelf from his wicked temper to a 
under mind, for he gave leave for the Hebrews themſelves 
Pran. But when the plague thereupon ceaſed, he thought 
proper to require, that they ſhould leave their children — 
ves behind them, as pledges of their return; whereby he 
rovoked God to be more venemently angry at him, as if he 


thought 


* Of this judicial hardening the hearts, and blinding the eyes of 
icked men, or infatuating them, as a juſt puniſhment for their other 


. Puſu ſins, to their own deſtruction, {ce the note on Antiq; B. VII. ch. 9. 
b. vol. II. 
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il 


WAP, XIV. 


thought to impoſe on his providence, and as if it were gy 
Moles, and not God, who ur the Egyptians for « 
ſake of the Hebrews : for he filled that countty full Na 
ous forts of peſtilential creatures, with their various pro 
ties, ſuch indeed as had never come into the ſight of meg h 
fore, by whoſe means the men perithed themſelves. a 11 
land was deſtitute of {bandmen for its cultivation; by | 


me being p 
it the leaſt 
jeir lizbt be 
e thickneſs 
error leſt th 
zelides this, 
any nights 


z ny thing eſcaped deſtruQion from them, it was killed by WWepent, and 
diſtemper, which the men underwent allo. id, © How 
4. But when Pharaoh did not even then yield to the Hof God? 
of God; but while he gave leave to the huſbands to ti is there ar 
their wives with them, yet jaſifted that the children 0; you are 1 
be left behind, God preſently reſolved to puniſh his wicht nory at wh 
neſs with ſeveral ſorts of calamities, and thofe worle than th eCme any 
foregoing, which yet had ſo generally afflicted them; Hoon Moſes 
their bodies had terrible boils, breaking forth with bi hem, for tl 
while they were already inwardly conſumed; and a great plifWnong the! 
of the Egyptians periſhed in this manner. But when tio when M 
King was not brought to reaſon by this plague, hail was (il 6. But v 
down from heaven; and ſuch hail it was, as the climate lague he v 
Egypt had never ſuffered before, nor was it like to that whidWo, he comn 


ave a ſacri! 
pn the tent] 
eenth, (wh 
md Nan. 
lanthicus), 


1th all the 


falls in other climates in * winter time, but larger than th 
which falls in the middle of ſpring to thoſe that dwell | 
the northern and northweitern regions. This hail hrak 
down their boughs loaden with fruit. After this a trihe 
locuſts conſumed the ſeed which was not hurt by the hail, 
that to tne Ezyptians all the hopes of future fruits of f 
ground were entirely loſt. ready for t] 
5. One would think the fore-mentioned calamities mig ties, he k 
have been ſuflicient for one that was only foolich, with, fourteenth | 
wickednels, to make him wiſe, and to make him ſeatible v fered the 
was for his advantage. But Pharaoh, led not ſo much by ing bunch 
folly, as by his wickedneſs, even when he. ſaw the cauſel upped, the 
his miſeries, he (till conteſted with God, and wilfully detcrio depart. 
ed the cauſe of virtue: S9 he bid Moſes take the Hebrew like ma! 
away, with their wives and children, but to leave their cattMMphich ſign! 
behind, fince their owu cattle were defliroyed. But Cod paſſed 
Moſes ſaid, that what he defired was unjuit, fince they wer the def 
obliged to offer ſacrifices to God of thoſe cattle : and Mat night, 


tile King's 


According 
As to this winter or ſpring hail near Egypt and Judea, ſee the l 


uppoſing, 
N 0 er and bzktning there, in the note on Antiq. B. VI. ch. Vote. I. 
vol IJ ; 
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me being prolonged on this account, a thick darkneſs, with- 
+ the leaſt light, ſpread itſelf over the Egyptians, w'.ercby 
cir liabt being obitructed, and their breathing hindered by 
le thickneſs of the air, they died miſerably, and untlir a 
rror leſt they ſhould be {wallowed up by the dark c bod. 
zeides this, when the darkneſs, after three days, and 5s 
any nights, was diſſipated, and when Pharaoh did not fill 
epznt, and let the Hebrews go, Moſes came to him, and 
id, © How long wilt thou be diſobedient to the command 
of God? for he enjoins thee to let the Hebrews go; nor 
is there any other way of being freed from the calamitics 


ngry at what he ſaid, and threatened to cut off his head if 
e came any more to trouble him about theſe matters. Here- 
pon Moſes ſaid, he would not {peak to him any more about 
hem, for that he himſelf, together with the principal men 
mong the Egyptians, thould defire the Hebrews to go away. 
o when Moſes had ſaid this, he went his way. 
6. But when God had ſigniſied, that with one more 
lague he would compel the Egyptians to let the Hebrews 
hi go he commanded Moſss to tell the people, that they ſhovld 
1 tiWhave a ſacrifice ready, and that they thould prepare themfelves 
eller the tenth day of the month Xanthicus, again{t the four- 
bro eenth, (which month is called by the Egyptians Pharmnthr, 
ive ud Man by the Hebrews; but the Macedonians call it 
il, Wlanthicus), and that he ſhould carry away the Hebrews, 
of ich all they had. Accordingly, he having got the Hebrews 
ready for their departure, and having ſorted the people into 
mig es, he kept them together in one place: But when the 
it10Wvurtcenth day was come, and all were ready to depart, they 
: wi Wfered the ſacrifice, and purified their houſes with the blood, 
by ang bunches of hyſlop for that purpoſe ; and when they had 
ule Gpped, they burnt the remainder of the fleſh, as juit ready 
lic io depart. Whence it is, that we do {till offer this ſacrifice, 
ben! like manner, to this day, and call this feftival Pa/cha, 
cattWvhich ſignifies the feaſt of the paſſover, becauſe on that day 
v.19 od paſſed us over, and ſent the plague upon the Egyptians : 
or the deſtruction of the ſirſt · born came upon the Egyptians 
hat night, ſo that many of the Egyptians, which lived near 
tie King's palace, perſuaded Pharaoh to let the Hebrews go. 
Accordingly he called for Moſes, and bid them be gone, as 
oppoſing, that if once the Hebrews were gone out of the 
* Vol. I, K country, 


: . ] 
you are under, unlels you do fo.” But the King was 
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country, Egypt ſhould be freed from its miſeries. They 1 
Jo honoured the Hebrews with + gifts; ſome in order to rh 
them to depart quickly, and others on account of their neigh, 
bourhood, and the friendſhip they had with them. 


CH AP, XV. 


Tow the Hebrews, under the conduct of Moſes, left Eg ißt. 


. GO the Hebrews went out of Egypt, while the Egyy. 

tians wept, and repented that they had treated them 
ſo hardly. Now they took their journey by Letopolis, ; 
place at that time deſerted, but where Babylon was built 
afterward, when Cambyſes laid Egypt waſte : But as they 
went away haſtily, on the third day they came to a place cal. 


led Baakzephon, on the Red Sea; and when they had no 


food out of the land, becauſe it was a deſert, they eat of 
loaves, kneaded of flour, only warmed by a gentle heat; 
and this food they made uſe of for thirty days; for what they 
brought with them out of Egypt would not ſuffice them any 
longer time; and this only while they. diſpenſed it to each 
perſon, to uſe ſo much only as would ſerve for neceſſity, but 
not for ſatiety. Whence it is, that, in memory of the want 
we were then in, we keep a feaſt for eight days, which is 
called the fea? of unlcavened bread. Now the entire multi. 
tude of thoſe that went out, including the women and chil. 
dren, was not eaſy to be numbered ; but thoſe that were of 
an age fit for war, were fix hundred thouſand. 

2. They left Egypt in the month Xanthivs, on the ff. 
teenth day of the lunar month ; four hundred and thirty 


years aſter our forefather Abraham came into Canaan, but 
| two 


+ Theſe large preſents made to the Iſraelites, of v/fels of /alver, and 
e gold, ard raimgnt, were, as Joſephus truly calls them, gits really 
given them, not lt them, as our Engliſh falſely renders them. They 
were ſpoils required, not Lorrowed of them, Gen. xv. 14. Exod. iii. 22. xi. 2. 
Pſal. cv. 37. as the fame verſion falſely renders the Hebrew word here 
uſed, Exod. xii. 35, 36. God had ordered the Jews to demand theſe as 
their pay and reward, during their long and bitter ſlavery in Egypt, as 
atonements for the lives of the Egyptians, and as the condition of the 
Jews departure, and of the Egyptian deliverance from theſe terrible 
judgments, which, had they not now ceaſed, they ad ſoon been all dead 
men, as they themſclves confels, ch. xii. 33. Nor was there any ſenſe in 
borrowing or lending, When the Iraclites were finally departing out of the 
land for ever. | | 
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two hundred and fifteen years only after Jacob removed in- 
o Egypt. It was the eightieth year of the age of Moles, 
ind of that of Aaron three more. They allo carried out the 
bones of Joſeph with them, as he had 5 his ſons to do. 

z. But the Egyptians ſoon repented that the Hebrews 
ere gone; and the King alſo was mightily concerned that 
his had been procured by the magic arts of Moles; fo they 
eſolved to go after them. Accordingly they took their wea- 
dogs, and other warlike furniture, and puriued after them, 
1 order to bring them back, if once they overtook them, 
becauſe they would now have no pretence to pray to God a- 
ainſt them, ſince they had already been permitted to go out: 
And they thought they ſhould eafily overcome them, as they 


pt, 


Te 
hem 
8. 2 
zollt 
hey 
cal. 


hey made haſte in their purſuit, and aſked of every one they 
no 


et, which way they were gone? And indeed that land was 


t of Nichcult to be travelled over, not only by armies, but by ſingle 
at; Nerſons. Now Moſes led the Hebrews this way, that in cafe 
hy Nie Egyptians ſhould repent, and be deſirous to purſue after 
any hem, they might undergo the puniſhment of their wickedneſs, 


ack Wand of the breach of thoſe promiſes they had made to them. 
but Ns alſo he led them this way on account of the Philiſtines, 
ant ho had quarrelled with them, and hated them of old, that 
| 1 by all means they might not know of their departure, for 
ti. heir country is near to that of Egypt; and thence it was 
bil. that Moſes led them not along the road that tended to the 
0! Wand of the Philiſtines, but he was deſirous that they ſhould 

go through the deſert, that fo, after a long journey, and at- 
ff. Wt:r many afflictions, they might enter upon the land of Ca- 
ty Wnaan. Another veaſon of this was, that God had command- 
out Wed him to bring the people to mount Sinai, that there they 
wo night offer him ſacrifices. Now when the Egyptians had 

overtaken the Hebrews, they prepared to fight them, and by 
weir multitude they drove them into a narrow place; for the 


. number that purſued after them was fix hundred chariots, 
4 K 2 | with 
cre 

as * Why our Maſorete copy ſo groundleſsly abridges this account in 


is od. xii. 40. as to aſcribe 430 years to the ſole peregrination of the 

he liraelites in Egypt, when it is clear, even by that Maſorete chronology 

ble Naewhere, as well as from the expreſs text itſelf in the Samaritant, 

11 eptuagint, and Joſephus, that they ſojourned in Egypt but ha/f that 

time; and that by conſequence the other half of their peregrination 

be Nas in the land of Canaan, before they came into Egypt, is hard to ſay* 
See Eſſay on the Old Teſtament, p. 62, 63. 
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ad no armour, and would be weary with their journey; to 
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with fifty thouſand horſemen, and two hundred thouſand f 


men, all armed. 'They allo ſeized on the paſſages by whig 
they imagined the Hebrews might fly, ſhutting them up *), 
tween inacceſſible precipices, and the ſea; for there was [ 
each ſide] a a [ridge of | mountains, that terminated at the 
0 hich were impafſable, by reaſon of their roughneſs, andg 
tructed their fight ; ; Wherefore they there prefled upon th 
Hs with their army, where the [ridges of] the mou 
tains were cloſed with the fea, which army they plrced 
the chops of the mountains, that ſo they might deprive the 
of any paſſage into the plain. 
4. When the Hebrews therefore were neither able to be 
p. being thus, as it were, beſieged, becauſe they want 
5 nor ſaw any poſſible way of eſcaping; and if th 
mould have thought of ſighting, they had no weapons, the 
expected an univerſal deſtruQion, unleſs they delivered then 
{elves up voluntarily to the Egyptians, So they laid th 
blame on Hoſes, and forgot all the figns that had bee 
wrought by God for the recovery of their freedom; and th 
40 far, that their incredulity prompted them to throw {ton 
at the prophet, while he encouraged them, and promiſed ther 
deliverance; and they reſolved that they would deliver _ 7 
| clve 


* Take the main part of Relatid's excellent note here, which great! 
Muftrates Joſephus, aud the ſcripture, in this hiſtory, as ſollows: * [| 
tra eller, tays Reland, whoſe narae was] Eneman, when he return: 
ont of Egypt, told me, that he went the ſame way from Egypt 
mount Singi, which he ſuppoſed the Iſraelites of old travelled ; an 
that he ſound ſcveral mountainous tracts, that ran down towards th 
Fc J Sea. He thought the Ifraclites had proceeded as far as the de 

ject of Ethaw, (Exod. xiii. 20.) when they were commanded by G 

to eur back, (Exod. xiv. 2.) and to pitch their cap between Mi 

del and the fea; ; and that whey they were not able to ſty, un! bs | 
ſea, (Rey were ſhut in on euch ſide by mountains. He allo thovg 

ve might evidently learn hence, how it might be ſaid, that * 1 

1te3 we ce iu ktham before they went over the ſea, and yet : 

by e iid to have come iuto Ethæam after they had paſled over the le; 1 
o. Befides, be gave an account how he paſicd GVET a river in 2 004 


* ncar the city Sues, which he ſays muſt needs be the Heropolis ef t 
* ancic ſinte t wrt city could not be ſituate any where elle in ih 
oy dete one ge 

As to the 


amous p: [Mage produced here by Dr. Berngrd out of Her 
dotus, as the n.oft ancient heathen teſtimony of the Ifraclites CON: 

from the Red Sea into Paleſtine, Biſhop Cumberland has ſhewed, th 
it belongs to the old Canaanite or Phenician ſhepherds, and their ret 


ing out of Egypt into Canaan or Fhenicia, long before the days“ 


Moſes $ anckoniatho, p- 374, Oc. 
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ges up to the Egyptians. So there was ſorrow and lamen- 

tion among the women and children, who had nothing but 
-\truction before their eyes, while they were encompaſſed | 
ith mountains, the ſea, and their enemies, and diſcerned F 


ic (oo day of flying from them. i 
1d 5. Bur Moſes, though the multitude looked fiercely at 

'n m, did not, however, give over the care of them, but de- 

non pied all dangers. out of his truſt in God, who as he had af- ? 
cel orded them the ſeveral ſteps already taken for the recovery 

then their liberty, which he had foretold them, he would not 


ow ſuffer them to be ſubdued by their enemies, to be either 
ade ſla ves, or be ſlain by them. And ſtanding in the mid(t b 

f them, he ſaid, © It is not juſt for us to diſtruſt even men, 

when they have hitherto well managed our affairs, as if 

they would not be the ſame men hereafter ; but it is no | 

better than madneſs, at this time, to deſpair of the pro- = 

* vidence of God, by whoſe power all thoſe things have been | 

„performed, which he promiſed, when you expected no 1 

« \uch things: I mean all that I have been concerned in for „ 
your deliverance, and eſcape from ſlavery. Nay, when we | 
« are in the utmoſt diſtreſs, as you ſee we now are, we ought 
the rather to hope that God will ſuccour us, by whole ope- 

ration it is that we are now encompaſſed within this nartow 

place, that he may deliver us out of ſuch difficulties as are 

© otherwiſe unſurmountable, and out of which neither you, 

„nor your enemies, expect you can be delivered, and may 
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— at once demonſtrate his own power, and his providence 
over us. Nor does God uſe to give his help in ſmall diffi- 
4s t culties to thoſe whom he favours, but in ſuch caſes where 
„e M no one can ſee how any hope in man can better their con- 


„dition. Depend therefore upon ſuch a protector, 2s is able 
*to make ſmall things great, and to ſhew that this mighty 
0-1 © force againſt you is nothing but weaknels, and be not af- 
* frighted at the Egyptian army; nor do you deſpair of be- 
ins preſerved, becauſe the ſea before, and the mountains 
1,0 © behind, afford you no opportunity for flying, for even theſe 
i mountains, if God ſo pleaſe, may be made plain groun 
1 1 for you, and the ſea become dry land.” 
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Flow the ſea was divided aſunder for the Hebrews, vb 
they were purſued by the Egyptians, and ſo gave them g 
of portunity of eſcaping from them. 


. . \urſue thi 
d I. WHEN Moſes had ſaid this, he led them to th, i, They 
ſea, while the Egyptians looked on, for the Wo into t 
were Within ſight. Now theſe were ſo diſtreſſed by the utting on 
0 5 


of their purſuit, that they thought proper to put off ſightigg 
til! the next day. But when Moſes was come to the {. 
ſhore, he took his rod, and made ſupplication to God, and 
called upon him to be their helper and aſſiſtant; and (ai 
* Thou art not ignorant, O Lord, that it is beyond hum 
& {trength, and human contrivance. to avoid the diſlicultic 
„ we are now under, but it muſt be thy work altogether t 
«« procure deliverance to this army, which has left Egypt : 
“ thy appointment. We deſpair of any other aſſiſtance of 
* contrivance, and have recourſe only to that hope- we bart 


ere before 
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in thee; and if there be any method that can promiſe ne down 
« an eſcape, by thy providence, we look up to thee for it acompaiſec 
« And let it come quickly, and manifeſt thy power to us om tne i 
and do thou raife up this people unto good courage a es of fin 
hope of deliverance, who are deeply ſunk into a diſconſo or was th 
late ſtate of mind. We are in a helpleſs place, but vill if men, as 
is a place that thou poſſeſſeſt; but ſtill the ſea is thine: this time 
% the mountains that incloſe us are thine ; fo that the ad thus c 
© mountains will open themſeives, if thou commandeſt then a left to 
* ard the ſea allo, if thou commandeit it, will become dry Ervptians. 
« land. Nay, we might eſcape by a flight through the air, 4. Bort 


«* it thou ſhouldeit determine we ſhould have that way offi: joy at 
© falvation.“ heir enem 

2. Watn Moſes had thus addreſſed himſelf to God, he 
ſmote the ſea with his rod, which parted aſundet at the ſtroke, 
. xnd receiving thole waters into itſelf, left the ground dry, a 
a road and a place of flight for the Hebrews, Now when 
Moſes law this appearence of God, and that the ſea wem 
out of its own pi«ce, and left dry land, he went firſt of all 
into it, and bid the Hebrews to follow him along that divine 
road, and tc ceoice at the danger their enemies that follow-M * of theſe 
ed them were in; and gave thanks to God for this ſo ſur- Wi Pharaoh's 


priſing a deliverance which appcared from him. want in tha 
3. Now ire, ſee Ell 
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z. Now while theſe Hebrews made no ſtay, but went on 
arnelily, as led by God's prelence with them, the Egypti- 
ns ſuppoſed, at firſt, that they were diſtracted, and were 
oing 1aſhly upon manifeſt deſtruction. But when they faw 
gat they were gone a great way without any harm, and that 
» obſtacle or difficulty fell in their journey, they made haſte 
purſue them, hoping that the lea would be calm for them 
lo. They put their horſe foremoſt. and went down them- 
Ives into the fea. Now the Hebrews, while theſe were 
utting on their armour, and therein ſpending their time, 
ere before-hand with them, and eſcaped them, and got firit 
ret to the land on the other ſide without any hurt. Whence 
ge others were encouraged, and more couragiouſly purſued 
hem, as hoping no harm would come to them neither: but 
he Lgyptians were not aware that they went into a road 
made for the Hebrews, and not for others; that this road 
a5 made for the deliverance of thoſe in danger, but not for 
hoſe that were earneſt to make ule of it for the others de- 
Iruction. As ſoon therefore as ever the whole Egyptian 
my was within it, the ſea flowed to its own place, aud 
le une down with a torrent raiſed by * ſtorms of wind, and 
or tiWncompalſed the Egyptians. Showers of rain allo came down 
om tne ſky, and dreadful thunders, and lightning, with 
athes of fire. Thuuder-bolts alſo were darted upon them. 


2n108Nor was there any thing which uſes to be ſent by God up- 
il emen, as indications of his wrath, which did not happen 
nine this time, for a dark and diſmal night oppreſſed them. 
1 and thus did all theſe men periſh, ſo that there was not one 
em, 


nu left to be a meſſenger of this calamity to the reſt of the 
Hyptians. 
bor the Hebrews were not able to contain themſelves 
joy at their wonderful deliverance, and deſtruction of 
icir enemies; now indeed ſuppoſing themſelves firmly deli. 
„ heFWe:red, when thoſe that would have forced them into flavery 
obe, ere deſtroyed, and when they found they had God fo evi- 
Was ently for their protector. And now theſe Hebrews having 
rhen&(caped the danger they were in, after this manner; and be- 
ven Bii:s that, ſeeing their enemies puniſhed in luch a way as is 
all i never 


W- * Of theſe ſtorms of wind, thunder, and lightning, at this drowning 
ſar. WM! Pharaoh's army, almoſt wanting in our copies of Exodus, but fully 
mant in that of David, Pſa). Ixxvii. 19, 17, 18, and in that of Joſephus 
ere, ſee Eſſay on the Old Teft, append. p. 154, 155. 
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never recorded of any other men whomſoever, were all 
night employed in finging of hymns, and in mirth, * M 
allo compoſed a ſong unto God, containing his praiſes, 2 

a thankſgiving for his Kindneſs, in + Hexameter verſe, 
5. As for mylelf, I have delivered every part of this h 
tory as I found it in the ſacred books : Nor let any * 
+ wonder at the ſtrangeneſs of the narration, if a way wer 
diſcovere 


What ſome have here objected againſt this paſſage of the Iſrael; 
over the Red Sea, in this one night, from the common maps, viz, t 
this ſea being here about 30 miles broad, fo great an army could 
Paſs over it in ſo ſhort a time, is a great miſtake, Monf. Theveant, 
authentic eye-witneſs, informs us, that this ſea, for about five days j 
ney, is no where more than about cight or nine miles over-crols, and j 
one place but ſour or five miles, according to De Liſle's map, which 
made from the beſt travellers themſelves, and not copied from other, 
What has been farther objected againſt this paſſage of the Iſraelites, an 
drowning of the Egyptians, being miraculous alſo, viz. That Moſes mig 
carry the Iiraclites over at a loro tide, without any miracle, while yet th 
Egyptians, not kn wing the tide fo well as he, might be drowned ups 
the return of the tide, is a ſtrange ſtory indeed! That Moſes, who new 
had lived here, ſhould know the quantity and time of the flux and re 
of the Red Sea, better than the Egyptians themſelves, in its neighbour 
hood! yet docs Artapanus, an ancient heathen hiſt: rian, inform us, . 
this was what the more ignorant Menophites, who lived at a great (if 
tance, pretended ; though he confeſſes, that the more learned Heliopy 
litans, who lived much nearer, owncd the deſtruction of the Egyptian 
and the deliverance of the Iſraclites, to have been miraculous. And d 
Caſtro, a mathematician, who ſurveyed this ſea with great exaQueſs in 
forms us, that there is no great flux or reflux ih this part of the Reds 
to give a colour to this hypotheſis; nay, that the elevation of the tid 
there is little above half the height of a man. See Eſfay on the Old Tel 
append. p. 239, 240. So vain and groundlefs are thele and the like ey 
ſions and ſubterfuges of our modern ſceptics and believers! and ſo cer 
tainly do thorough inquiries, and authentic evidence, diſprove and cot 
ſute ſuch evaſions and ſubterfuges upon all occaſions, | 
+ What that Hexameter verſe, in which Moſes' triumphant ſong i 
here ſaid to be written, diſtinctly means, our preſent ignorance of th 
old Hebrew metre or meaſu e, will not let us detetmine. Nor Goes 
appear to me certain, that even Joſephus himſelf had a diſtin notion 
it, though he ſpeaks of ſeveral ſorts of that metre, or meaſure, botl her 
and elſewhere, Antiq. B. IV. ch. viii. $ 44. and B. VII. ch. xii. 
vol. I 
+ Take here the original paſſages of the four old authors that ft 
Tremaine, as to this tranſit of Alexander the Great over the Pamphyliat 
ſea, | mean of Calliſthenes, Strabo, Arian, and Appian. As i 


Calliſthenes, who himſelf accompanied Alexander in this expedi 
tion, Euſtathius, in his notes upon the third Iiiad of Homer, (as Þ 
Bernard here inierms us) ſays, That “ this Calliſthenes rote, bo" 
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ſcorered to thoſe men of old time, who were free from the 


es, aMickednels of the modern ages, whether it happened by the | 
e, of God, or whether it happened of its own accord | 
bis ne, for the fake of thoſe that accompanied Alexander, N 
ny og i: of Macedonia, who yet lived, comparatively, but a lit- 
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the Pamphylian ſea did not only open a paſſage ſor Alexander, but 
by riling and clevating its waters did pay him homage as its King.“ 
trabv's account is this, Gecg. B. XIV. p. 666, © Now about Phaſelis is 
that narrow paſſage, by the ſea-lide, through which Alexander led his 
army. There is a mountain called Climax, which adjoins to the ſea þ 


raelir 
12, th 
zuld D 


-liot, 


ys ju of Pamphylia, leaving a narrow paſſage on the ſhore, which in calm 
„andi weather is bare, ſo as to be paſſable by travellers, but When the ſea 
vhich orerflows, it is covered to a great degree by the waves. Now then, 
thers, the alent by the mountains being round about, and ſteep, in ſtill- 


tes, ant 
'S mig 

yet th 
d upg 


weather, they make uſe of the road along the coaſt ; But Alexander 
feilinto the winter ſeaſon, and permitting himſelf chiefly to fortune, | 
he marched on before the waves retired, and ſo it happened that they ; 
were a Whole day in journeying over it, and were under water up to 


0 nere the navel.” —Arian's account is this, B. I. p. 72, 73. When Alex- 

i reg ander removed from Phaſelis, he ſent ſome part of his army over the 1 
tbo mountains to Perga; which road the Thracians ſhewed him. A diſſi- 

„„ cult way it was, but ſhort. However he himſelf conducted thoſe that 

at d were with him by the ſea-ſhore. This road is impaſſable at any other | 
clio time than when tne north wind blows ; but if the ſouin wind prevail, (i 
'pLan* there is no paſſing by the ſhore. Now at this time, after ſtrong ſouth i 
au winds, a north wind blew ; and that not without the divine provi- 


ls i {nce, (as both he and they that were with him ſuppoſed) and afford- 
cc dec him an eaſy and quick paſſage ** Appian, when he compares Cæ- 
ti ar and Alexander together, (De Bel. Civil. B. II. p. 522.) fays, “ I hat 
leg they both depended on their boldneis and fortune, as much as on 
c eig * their ſkill in war. As an inſtance of which Alexander journeyed 
0 cer ® over a country without water in the heat of Summer, to the oracle of 
d coil « Jupiter] Hammon, and quickly paſſed over the bay of Pamphylia, 

* when, by divine providence, the ſea was cut off: thus providence re- 
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ng hi firaining the ſea on his account, as it had ſent him rain when he tra- "441 
vl CES [over the deſert.” ] i | 
nn M. B. Since, in the days of Joſephus, as he aſſures us, all the more 4 
on rumerous original hiſtorians of Alexander gave the account he has here | 
cr {+ down, as to the. providential going back of the waters cf the Pam- wo 
U 9 paylian. ſea, when he was going with his army te deſtroy the Perliau 54 
MW 011 archy, which the fore-named authors now remaining fully confirm, 8 | | | 
t TOW |; is without all juſt foundation that Julephus is here blamed, by ſome 1 


vag lite writers, for quoting thoſe ancient authors upon the preſent occaſion : 

Vor can the reflections of Plutarch, or any other author later than Joſe» 

peo plus, be in the leaſt here alleged to contradict him. Joſephus went by f 

9 ill the evidence he then had, and that evidence of the moſt authentic 1 

10 ert allo: 80 that whatever the moderns may think of the thing itſelt, | 

tu mere is bence not the leaſt colour for finding fault with Joſephus; be 
would rather been much to blame had he omitted thele quotations, 
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tle while ago, the Pamphylian ſea retired and afforded i 
a paſſage through itſelf, when they had no other way ty 
IT mean, when it was the will of God to deſtroy the » 
narchy of the Perſians: And this is confeſſed to be true h 
that have written about the actions of Alexander. But A 


theſe events, let every one determine as he pleaſes, Con 
6. On the next day Moſes gathered together the weary 
of the Egyptians, which were brought to the camp en the 


Hebrews, by the current of the ſea, and the force of 4 
winds aſſiſting it; and he conjectured that this alſo happen 
by divine providence, that ſo they might not be deſtitute 
weapons. So when he had ordered the Hebrews to 
themſelves with them, he led them to mount Sinai, in ort 
to offer ſacrifice to God, and to render oblations for the] 


3 of the multitude, as he was charged to do bely 
and. 
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K 


Containing the Interval of two Years. 


From the Exopus out of Egypt to the rejection of 


| that generation. 


. 


w Moſes, when he had brought the people out of Egypt led 
pom to mount 9:nat, but not till they had ſuffered much in 
heir Journey. 


| WHEN the Hebrews had obtained ſuch a won- 
derful deliverance, the country was a great 

uble to them, for it was intirely a deſert, and without 
ſuſtenance for them; and allo had exceeding little 
ter, ſo that it not only was not at all ſuflicient for the 
, but not enough to feed any of the cattle, for it was 
ched up, and had no moiſture that might afford nutriment 
the vegetables ; ſo they were forced to travel over this 
ry, as having no other country but this to travel in, 
ey had indeed carried water along with them from the 
lover which theyrhad travelled before, as their conductor 
bidden them; but when that was ſpent, they were obli- 
[to draw water out of wells, with pain, by realon of the 
ineſs of the foil. Moreover, what water they found was 
ter, and not fit for drinking, and this in ſmall quantities 
And as they thus travelled, they came late in the even- 
to a place called“ Marah, which had this name ** 
— f the 


Dr. Bernard takes notice here, that this place Mar, where the wa- 
were bitter, is called by the Syrians and Arabians Mariri, and by 
Srians ſometimes Morath, all derived from the Hebrew Mar: he 
kes notice, that it is called the bitter fountain by Pliny himſelf, 
ch waters remain there to this day, and are ſtill bitter, as The venot 
e us; and that there are alſo abundance of palm- trees. See his 


cls, part I. chap. xxvi. p. 166, 
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gap, I. 
the badneſs of its water, for Mar denotes Bernet. Ty 
ther they came afſſicted, both by the tediouſneſs of theirigy 
ney, and by their want of food, for it entirely failed then 
that time, Now here was a well, which made them cho 
to ſtay in the place, which although it were not ſulſicieny 
ſatisfy ſo great an army, did yet afford them ſome com{y 
as found in ſuch deſert places; for they heard from thoſe yl 


had been to ſearch, that there was nothing to be found, 


ſt men ame 
ad told the 
he remaind 
ill the wat, 
3. Aron 
hich place 
pf palm · tre. 


they travelled farther. Yet was this water bitter, and bad place 
fit for men to drink; and not only ſo, but it was intolerah nd they w. 
even to the cattle themſelves. Nate. for , 

2. When Moſes ſaw how much the people were e luſfict 
down, and that the occaſion of it could not be contradig cf, was 
for the people were not in the nature of a complete arm number 
men, who might oppoſe a manly fortitude to the nece - s, wh 
that diſtreſſed them. The multitude of the children, and FE"? could 
the women alſo, being of too weak capacities to be perſua(MF'"s '2*9 th 
by reaſon, blunted the courage of the men themſelves. MF '< drops 
ſes therefore was in great diſhcylaies, and made every bo Iccount 
calamity to be his own : For they ran all of them to hid . 
and begged of him; the women begged for their infants, Medea by t 


* q 
Iuctor, anc 


the men for the women, that he wouid not overlook the ere 
that this t 


but procure ſame way or other for their deliverance, 


therefore betook himſelf to prayer to God, that he wo {adverſity 
change the water from its preſent badneſs, and make it eyed an e 
for drinking. And when God had granted him that f had b 


ey were 
heir atten 
cy were 
lad receiv 


Vol., I. 


he took the top of a Hick that lay down at his feet, and( 
vided it in the middle, and made the ſection length-wa 
He then let it down into the well, and perſuaded the H 
brews that God had hearkened to his prayers, and had pr 
miſed to render the water ſuch as they defired it to be, 
calc they would be ſubſervient to him in what he ſhould 
Join them to do; and this not after a remils or negligent ma 
ner. And when they aſked, What they were to do in ord 
to have the water changed for the better? he bid the * fron 


fry improl 
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Ihe additions here to Moſes's account vl the ſweetcning the " 
linen any a 


ter at Marah, ſeem derived frem ſome ancient prophane author, 2 


he ſuch an author alſo as looks leſs authentic than are uſually foliow red from Je 
by Julephus. Philo has not a {yllable of theſe additions, nor auy ot! fan bare cc 
ancienter writer that we know of. Had Joſephus written theſe Ne ſo diff 
Antiquities ſor the uſe of Jews, he would hardly have given them ti improba 
re iewhat ! 

Iweet the bi 


Mi. 5 3. vo 
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men among them that ſtood there, to draw up water; 


* ad told them, that when the greateſt part was drawn up, 
be remainder would be fit to drink: So they labourec at it 
10 the water was ſo agitated and purged as to be fit to drink, 
mb z. Ano now, removing from thence they came to Kim 
lich place looked well at a diſtance, for there was a grove 
ina WS! palm: trees; but when they came near it, it appeared to be 
bad place, for the palm- trees were no more than ſeventy ; 
lied they were ill grown, and creeping trees, by the want of 
Water, for the country about was all parched, ard no moil- 
re ire ſufficient to water them, and make them hopeful and 
dige cful, was derived to them from the fountains, which were 
number twelve: they were rather a few moilt places than 
cen rings, which not breaking out of the ground, nor running 
andrer, could not ſufficiently water the trees, And when they 
rnoW'o5 into the ſand, they met with no water; and if they took 
ee drops of it into their hands, they found it to be uſeleſs, 
boa" account of its mud. The trees alſo were too weak to 
o ar fruit, for want of being ſufficiently cheriſhed and enli- 
its, a ened by the water. So they laid the blame on their con- 
the Wuctor, and made heavy complaints againſt him; and ſaid, 


e. 
wor 
e it 


that this their miſerable ſtate, and the experience they had 


. 


fad verſity, were owing to him; for that they had then jour- 
eyed an entire thirty days, and had ſpent all the proviſions 


favoey had brought with them, and meeting with no telief, 
and ey were in a very deſponding condition, And by fixing 
n. Wi keir attention upon nothing but their preſent misfortunes, 
je He were hindered from remembering what deliverances they 
ad d received from God, and thoſe by the virtue and wildora 
be, Vol., I. L | of 
uld 1 


ry improbable circumſtances; but writing to Gentiles, that they 


it may” f : __ . 

n ert not complain of his omiſſion of any accounts of ſuch miracles de- 

q rived from Gentiles, he did not think proper to conceal what he had 
rouge with there about this matter: Which procedure is perfectly agree- 


tble to the character and ulage of Joſephus upon many occalions. This 
tte is, I confeſs, barely conjectural: and ſince Joſephus never tells us 
„hen his own copy, taken out of the temple, had ſuch additions, or 
linen any ancient notes ſupplied them; or indeed when they were deri- 
red from Jewiſh, and when from Gentile antiquity, we can go no farther 
ttan bare conjectures in ſuch caſes; only the notion of Jews were gene- 
nlly ſo diſferent from thoſe ef Gentiles, that we may ſometimes make 
bo improbable conjectures to which fort ſuch additions belong. Sce allo 
Lnewhat like theſe additions in Joſcphus's account of Eliſha's mal:ing 
rect the bitter and barren ſpring near Jericho, Of the War, B. IV. ch. 
mi. § 3. vol. V 
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of NMoſes alſo; ſo they were very angry at their conduct 
and were zealous in their attempt to ſtone him, as the ding 
occaſion of their preſent miſeries. 
4. Bur as for Moſes bimſelf, while the multitude we 
Ircitated and bitterly ſet-2gainſt him, he cheerfully relied yy 
on God, and upon Eis conſcioulacil of the care he had take 
of theſe his own people: and he came into the midſt of then 
even While they clamoured againſt him, and had ſtones 
their hands in order to diſpatch him. Now he was of an; 
greeable preſence, and very able to perſuade the people by lj 
17 ecches; accordingly he Vegan to mitigate their anger, a 
exhorted them not to be over-windful of their preſent adve 
lities. leſt they ſhould thereby ſuffer the benefits that had f 
merly been beſtowed on them to ſlip out of their memorie 
and he deſired them by no means, on account of their pr 
lent uneaſineſs, to caſt thoſe great and wonderful favours an 
gilts, which they had obtained of God. out of their mind; 
but to expect deliverance out of thoſe their preſent trouble 
which they could not free themſelves from, and this by tit 
means of that divine providence which watched over them 
Secli Ait is probable, that God tries their virtue, and ex: 
Ciles their patience hy theſe adverſities, that it may appea 
what ſcrtitude they have, and what memory they retain e 
his former wonderful works in their favour, and whether the) 
"vill not thiok of them upon occaſion of the mileries they nc 
tecl. Ile told them, it appeared they were not really go 
men, either in patience, or 1a teinembering what had bet 
ſucceſsfully done for them, ſometimes by contemning God 
aud his commands, when by thoſe comn. ands they left thi 
land of Egypt; and ſometimes by behaving themſelves ill to 
wards him who was the ſervant of God, and this when be 
lad never deceived them, either in what he ſaid, or had or 
dered them to do by God's command. He allo put them ii 
mind of all that had paſſed; how the Egyptians were deſtroy 
ed when they attempted to detain them, contrary to the com 
13nd of God; and after what manner the very ſame rive 
was to the others Lioody, and not fit for drinking, but wa 
to them ſweet, and fit for drinking; and how they went 
new road though the ſea, which tled a long way from them 
by which Very means they were themſelves preſerved, but ſav 
their ent mies dettroyed; and that when they were in want 0 


Weapons, God gave chem plenty of them: and ſo he recount 
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zu the partic! lar inſtances, how when they were. in ans 
arance Juit going to be deflic ved, God had ſaved them in 
ſutpriũug manner: that he h id ftin the ſame power; a. d 
at 8 ought Dot even now todeipairot his providence over 
and accordingly he exhorted them to continue quiet, 


Ww » 
ed 1 I a conſider that help will not come too late though it come 
tak immediately, if it be preſent with them before they luffer 
* y great misfortune: that they onght to reaſon thus, that 


00 delays to aſſiſt them, not becauſe he has no regard to 
lem, but becauſe he will firſt try their fortitude, aud the 
euſure they take in their freedom, that he may learn whe- 
ger you have ſouls great enough to bear want of food, and 


an; 


by li 


r, an | ; 
dro Fercity of waters on its account; or whether you rather love 
ee laves, as cattle are ſlaves to ſuch as own them, and 


ed them liberally, but only in order to make them more 
Feful in their ſervice. That as for himſelf, he ſhall not be 
much concerned for his own preſervation ; for if he dis 
juſtly, he ſhall not reckon it any affliction, but that he is 
acerned for them, leit, by caſting ſtones at him, t y (ſhould 


Oriei 
r pn 
rs an 
wind; 


„ e thought to condemn God himſelf. 
has . Br this means Moſes pacified the people, and reſtrain- 


; them from ſtoning him, and brought them to repent of 


1 it they were going to do. And becaule he thought the 
TY xelſity they were under made their paſſion leſs unjultifiable, 
the bought he ought to apply himſelf to God by prayer and 
7 nod pplication ; and going up to an eminence, he requeſted of 
go od for ſome ſuccour for the people, and ſome way of deliver- 
ben ee from the want they were in, becauſe in him, and in him 
Go nc, was their hope of falratian : : And he deired that he 
re eld forgive what neceſſity had forced the people to do, 
nt re fuch was the nature of mankind, hard to pleaſe, and 
n er complaining under adverſities. Accordingly God pro- 
4s ſed he would take care of them, and afford them the ſuc- 
m ier they were deſirous of. Now when Moles had heard this 
torn God, he came down to the multitude: But as ſoon as 
come law him joyful at the promiſes he had received from 
lire od, they changed their ſad countenances into gladneſs. So 
De placed himſelf in the midit of them, and told them, he 
nt Hue to bring them from God a deliverance cut of their pre- 
hem ht diſtreſſes. Accordinglya little after came a vaſt number 
teu auails, which is a bird more plentiful in this Arabian 


ulph than any where elſe, flying over the ſea, and hovered 
2 over 
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over them, till wearied with their laborious flight, and indee 
as uſazl, flying very near to the earth, they fell down vpn 
tne Hehrews, who caught them, and ſatisfied their hungy 
with them, and ſuppoſed that this was the method where 
Jod meant to fupply them with food. Upon which Meg 
returned thanks to God for affording them his afliltance { 
iudden]y, and ſooner than he had promiſed them. 

5. Bor preſently after this firſt ſupply of food, he ſe 
them a lecond : For as Moſes was lifting up his hands! 
prayer, a dew fell down; and Moſes, when he found it ſtie 
to his hands, ſuppoſed this was alſo come for food from Gul 
to them, he taited it; and perceiving that the people kne 
not what it was, and thought it ſnowed, and that it was uh 
alually fell at that time of the year, he informed them, th; 
this dew did not fall from heaven after the manner they im 
gined, but came for their preſervation and ſuſtenance. Sohq 
taſted it, and gave them ſome of it, that they might be ſatj 
ned about what he had told them. They alſo imitated thei 
conductor, and were pleaſed with the food, for it was like 
honey in ſweetneſs, and pleaſant taſte, but like in its body i 
bdellium, one of the ſweet ſpices, but in bigneſs equal to c 
riander ſeed. And very earneſt they were in gathering it 
But they were enjoined to gather * it equally, the meaſur 
of an homer for each man every day, becauſe this food ſhoul 
not come in too fmall a quantity, leſt the weaker might nc 
be able to get their ſhare, by reaſon of the overbearing of thi 
Arong in collecting it, However, theſe ſtrong men, whet 
rhey had gathered more than the meaſure appointed for them 
they bed no more than others, but only tired themſelves mor 
zn gathering it, for they found no more than an homer a 
piece 3 and the advantage they got by what was ſuperſlubu 
was none at all, it corrupting, bath by the worms breeding it 
it, and by its bitterneſs. So divine and wonderful a food thi 
was : It allo ſupplied the want of other ſorts of food to thoſ 
that fed on it, And even + now-in all that place this man 

n 


Book Ill 


* It ſeems to me from what Moſes, Exod. xvi. 18, St. Paul, 2 Co 
Viti, 15. and Joſephus here ſays, compared together, that the quantit 
of manna that fell daily, and did not putriſy, was jutt ſo much as cam 
to an homer a-piece, through the whole hoſt of Iſrael, and no more. 


+ his ſuppoſal, that the ſweet honey dew or. manna, ſo celebrate 


in ancient and modern authors, as falling uſually in Arabia, was of th 


very ſame ſort with this manna ſent to-the Iraelites, ſavours mor: d 
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na comes down in rain, according to what Moſes then ob- 
dained of God, to fend it the people for their ſuſtenance. 
Now the Hebrews call this food manna; for the particle 
„„an, in our language, is the aſking of a queſtion, What is 
ic? So the Hebrews were very joyful at what was ſent 
nem from heaven. Now they made uſe of this food for 
orty years, or as long as they. were in the wilderneſs, 
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e ſent 7. As ſoon as they were removed thence, they came to 
nds nephidim, being diſtreſſed to the laſt degree by thirſt; and 
t fi nile in the foregoing days they had light on a few ſma!l 
n Contains, but now found the earth entirely deſtitute of water, 


knen ey were in an evil cale. They again turned their anger a- 
who ain it Moſes ; but he at firſt avoided the fury of the multi- 
1, th tade, and then betook himſelf to prayer to God, beſeeching 
im lim, that as he had given them food when they were in the 


So hd 
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greateſt want of it, fo he would give them drink, ſince the 
tarour of giving them food was of no value to them while 
they had nothing to drink. And God did not long delay tu 
give it them, but promiſed Moſes that he would procure them 
a fountain, and plenty of water, from a place they did not 
to co expect any: So he commanded him to ſmite the rock which 
ng i * they ſaw lying there, with his rod, and out of it to receiv 
eaſu plenty of what they wanted; for he had taken care that drink 
hou 1.021d come to them without any labour or pains-taking. 
nt nellen Moſes had received this command from God, he came 
of tho the people, who waited for him, and looked upon him, 
vi hen for tlicy law already that he was coming a-pace from his emi- 


them L 3 neuce. 
mot 

ner Ge: tiliſm than of Judaiſm or Chriſtianity. *Tis not, improbable that 
nM on: ancient Gentle author, read by Joſephus, fo thought; nor would 


De he here contradict him though juſt before, and Antiq. B. IV. ch. iii S 2. 
„e teems direQly to allow that it had not been ſeen before. IIowever, 
d thi this food from heaven is here deſcribed to be like now; and in Arta— 
thol panus, an heathen writer, it is compared to meal like to oatmeal, in co- 
man cur 1ite ts ſnow, rained down by G. Eſſay on the Old 'Telt, append. 

nM 239. But as to the Cerivation of the word manna, whether from 


144, which Joſephus ſays then ſignified, what is it or from manah, to 


fivide, 2. e. a dit i tend or porticy allotted to every one, it is uncettain: [ 
Co izcline to the latter derivation. This mauna 1+ called angels foo, Plal, 
ann viii. 26. and by our Saviour, Joh. vi. 31, &c. às well as by Joſephus 
1 lere and elſewhere, Antiq. B. III. ch. v. $ 3. ſaid to be /e the e 


Wo rum heaven. | ; | 
This rock is there at this day, as the travellers agree; and mult 


KY de the fame as was there in the days of NMuſcs, as being too large tg 
1 1 ja — FIR 6 
"rs "> brought thicher by our modern carriage, | 
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HAPs Il; 


nence. As ſoon as he was come, he told them, that Gy 


common 
would deliver them from their preſent diſtreſs, and had gray, 


ok, but to 


ed them an unexpected favour; and informed them, tha be in pro 
river ſhould run for their ſakes out of the rock. But the manner 
were amazed at that hearing, ſuppoſing they were of neceſ x them b 
to cut the rock iv pieces, now they were diſtreſſed by em for w! 
thirſt, and by their journey: while Moſes only ſmiting tie Miſnnot be | 
rock with his rod, opened a paſſage, and out of it burſt oy our citic 
water, and that in great abundance, and very clear. Bu uh a pow 
they were aſtoniſhed at this wonderful effect; and as it ven ur to put 
quenched their thirſt by the very ſight of it. So they dm ble; for 
this pleaſant, this ſweet water; and ſuch it ſeemed to be, x others, k 
might well be expected where God was the donor. Thies to | 
were alſo in admiration how Moſes was honoured by God ch emba! 


other, tl 
2. THEs 


and they made grateful returns of ſacrifices to God for his 
providence towards them. Now that ſcripture, which i 


* laid up in the temple, informs us, how. God foretold eceſioned 
Moſes, that water ſhould in this manner be derived out Ach warli 
the rock, ady to fi 
| to try | 

CHAP; II. er, and 1 

How the Amalelitet, and the neighbouring nations, made wir” with 
with the Hebrews, and were beaten, and loſt a great part hen ther 
af therr army. | a 5 

§ 1. THE name of the Hebrews began already to be 3 . 
cvery where renowned, and rumours about them o fight or 

ran abroad. This made the inhabitants of thoſe countries to hat the) 
be in no ſmall fear. Accordingly they ſent ambaſſadors to anting 
one another, aud exhorted one another to defend themſelves, ons or + 
and to endeayour to deſtroy theſe men. Thoſe that induced on of th 
the reſt todo fo, were ſuch as inhabited Gobolitis and Petra. N 
They were called Amaletitet, and were the moſt warlike of They are 
the nations that lived thereaboutz and whoſe kings exhorted Ned. vw 
one another, and their neighbours, to go to this war againſt hey "I 
the Hebrews ; telling them, that an army of ſtrangers and Nail be t 


ſuch an one as had run away from ſlavery under the Egypti- 
aus, lay in wait to ruin them; which army they were not, 
in 


ad expe! 
ere moi 
hele we! 
a their 


and that 


* Note here, that the ſmall book of the principal laws of Moſes is 
ever ſaid to be laid up in the Y howfe itſelf, but the larger Pentateuch, 
as here, ſomewhere within the limits of the temple and its courts on!). 
Sce Antiq. B. V. ch. 1.5 17. 
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t Ga common prudence, and regard to their own ſafety, to over- 
grant ox. but to cruſh them before they gather ſtrength. and come 
that be in profpeaity 3 and perhaps attack them firit in an hof- 
t the manner, as preſuming upon our indolence in not attack- 
:ceſſiy them before; and that we ought to avenge ourſelves of 


lem for what they have done in the wilderneſs, but that this 


ng the anot be ſo well done when they have once laid their hands 
oy our cities, and our goods : that thoſe who endeavour to 
By ull a power in its firſt riſe, are wiſer than. thoſe that endea- 
t wen or to put a ſtop to its progreſs. when it is become formi- 
dra ble ; for theſe laſt ſeem to be angry only at the flouriſhing 
be, vWF others, but the former do not leave any room for their e- 
There mics to become troubleſome to them. After they had ſent 
God; ch cmbaſiages to the neighbouring nations, and among one 
or hither, they reſolved to attack the Hebrews in battle. 
ich oY 2. TusszE proceedings of the people of thoſe countries 
old tccolioned perplexity and trouble to Moſes, who expected no 


ch warlike preparations. And when thele nations were 
ady to fight, and the multitude of the Hebrews were oblig- 
| to try the fortune of war, they were in a mighty diſor- 
er, and in want of all neceſlaries. and yet were to make 
ar with men who were thoroughly well prepared for it, 
hen therefore it was that Moſes began to encourage them, 
nd to exhort them to have a good heart, and rely on God's 
ſtance, by. which they had been advanced into a ſtate of 


* be recdom, and to hope for victory over thoſe who were ready 

then BY, eght with them, in order to deprive them of that bleſſing. 

. J hat they were to ſuppoſe their own army to be numerous, 
0 


anting nothing, neither weapons, nor money, nor provi- 
ons, nor ſuch other conveniences as when men are in poſſeſ- 
bon of, they fight undauntedly ; and that they are to judge 


[hey are alſo to ſuppoſe the enemies army to be ſmall, un- 
med, weak, and fuch as want thoſe convenlencies which 
hey know muſt be wanted, when it is God's will that they 
ball be beaten. And how valuable God's eſfiftance is, they 
ad experienced in abundance of trials; and thoſe ſuch as 
ere more terrible than war, for that is only againſt men, but 
heſe were againſt famine and thirſt, things indeed that were 
a their own nature inſuperable z as alſo againſt mountains, 


und that ſea which afforded them no way for eſcaping: to 
a 


themſelves to have all theſe advantages in the divine aſſiitance. 
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had all theſe difficulties been conquered by God's pray 4g 2 
kindneſs to them. So he exhorted them to be courageon * Ama 
this time, and to look upon their entire proſperity to dere 1 Len 
on the preſent conqueſt of their enemies. . ſo of 
3. And with theſe words did Motes encourage the my . Aar 
tude, who then called together the princes of their tri; 0 on eac 
and their chief men, both ſeparately and jointly. The von | ermit k 
men he charged to obey their elders, and the elders to hn Gon of 
ken to their leader, So the people were elevated in 1, cet t 
minds, and ready to try their fortune in battle, and hope al peril 
be thereby at length delivered from all their miſeries: Y Hebrev 


they deſired that Moſes would immediately lead them agziy 
their enemies, without the leaſt delay, that no back wardy 
might be an hinderance to their preſent reſolution. $9 
ſes ſorted all that were fit for war into different troops; y 
{et Joſhua, the ſod of Nun, of the tribe of Ephraim, on 
them; one that was of great courage, and patient to und: 
go labours ; of great abilities to underſtand, and to ſpe 
what was proper; and very ſerious in the worſhip cf Gy 
and indeed made like another Moles, a teacher of piety: 
wards God. He allo appointed a ſmall party of the arm 
men to be near the water; and to take care of the child 
and the women, and of the entire camp. So that whole niz 
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they prepared themſelves for the battle: they took their vπ t battle, 
pons, if any of them had ſuch as were well made, and em. M 
tended to their commanders, as ready to ruſh forth to HH. a great 
battle, as ſoon as Moſes ſhould give the word of comman imp; as 
Moſes alſo kept awake, teaching Jochua after what mant ;1 thels 
he ſhould order his camp. But when the day began, Me there v 
called for Joſhua again, and exhorted him to approve him 
in deeds ſuch an one as his reputation made men expect rot 
him; and to gain glory by the preſent expedition, in the on + This er 
nion of thoſe under him, ſor his exploits in this battle. Herd, hea 
alſo gave a particular exhortation to the principal men of thi" tlie 
Hebrews, and encouraged the whole army as it ſtood arme mn 
before him. And when he had thus animated the arm Ger paiſds 
beth by nis words and works, and prepared every thing, 1 
retired to a mountain, and committed the army to God a derss; 
to ſoſhua. 3 2 
4. So the armies joined battle zand it came to a cloſe fg Ne 


hand to hund, both ſides the wing great alacrity, and encoufi* vine f 


. ara 1 
raginW'< >ccn 
>  all.the 1 
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200k I | 
ing one another. And indeed while Moſes * ſtretched 
his hands towards heaven, the Hebrews were too hard 
the Amalekites: But Moſes not being able to ſuſtain his 
nds thus ſtretched out, (for as often as he let down his 
nds, ſo often were his own people worſted), he bad his 


Brac 
à geo 


0 depy 


he maß mer Aaron, and Hur, their ſiſter Miraim's huſband, to 
ir tri ad on each fide of him, and take hold of his hands, and 
he 50 permit his wearineſs to prevent it, but to aſſiſt him in the 
to canon of his hands. When this was done, the Hebrews. 
n 1quered the Amalekites by main force; and indeed they 
hoped d all perithed, unleſs the approach of the night had obliged 
es: Vo Hebrews to deſiſt from killing any more. So our fore- 
1 40a ners obtained a moſt ſignal and moſt ſeaſonable victory; 
3 they not only overcame thoſe that fought againſt them, 
oN 


t terrified alfo the neighbouring nations, and got great and 
lendid advantages, which they obtained of their enemies 
their hard pains in this battle ; for when they had taken 
enemies camp, they got ready booty for the public, aud 
r their own private families, whereas till then they had not 
y fort of plenty, of even neceſſary food. The fore-men- 
ned battle, when they had once got it, was allo the occa- 
dn of their proſperity, not only for the preſent, but for the 
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bild ture ages alſo: for they not only made ſlaves of the bodies 
e ni ein enemies, but ſubdued. their minds alſo, and, after 
—, bis battle, became terrible to all that dwelt round about 
and 1 


dem. Moreover they acquired a vaſt quantity of riches; 
ra great deal of filver and gold. was left in the enemies 
amp; as allo brazen veſſels, which they made common ule 
in their families; many utenſils alſo that were embroider- 
|, there were of both ſorts, that is, of what were + 
and. 
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This eminent circumſtance, that while Moſes's hands were lit wp. 
wards heaven, the Iſraelites prevailed, and while they were det down 
wards the earth, the Amalakites prevailed, ic2ms to me the earlieſt 
ation we have of the proper poſture, uſed of old, in ſolemn prayer, 
hich was the ſtretching out the hands [and eyes] towards heaven, as, 
ther paiſages of the Old and New Teitament inform us. Nay, by tie 
ay, this poſture ſeems to have continued in the Chriſtian Church, till 
be clergy, initead of learning their prayers by heart, read them out of 
book, which is, in great meaſure, inconſiſtent with ſuch an elevated 
geb (ture, and which ſeems to me to have been only a latter practice in- 
000d under the corrupt ſtate of the church, though the conſtaut uſe 
ncouß vine forms of prayer, praiſe, and thankſgiving, appears to me to 
agi been the practice of. God's people, Patrlarchs, Jews, and Chriltang,, 
n 21L.the paſt ages. : 


* 


c 
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Bock 1 
III. 
and what were the ornaments of their armour, and qi 1 
things that ſerved for uſe in the family, and for the furiim hen he 
of their rooms: they got allo the prey of their cattle, iiitude, ne 


of whatſoever uſes to follow camps, when they remove H ae, every 


one place to another. So the Hebrews now valued N. But“ 
ſelves upon their courage, and claimed great merit for HM uns to Ge 
valour; and they perpetually enured themſelves to take ier of thei 
by which they deemed every difficulty might be {furmouMMiſed their 


things ha 
his euchar 
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ed. Such were the conſequences of this battle, 

5. On the next day, Moſes tripped the dead bodies of thy 
enemies, and gathered together the armour of thoſe that ue 
fled, and gave rewards to ſuch as had ſignalized themſeh 
in the action; and highly commended Joſhua, their genen 
who was atteſted to by all the army, on account of the pre 
actions he had done. Nor was any one of the Hehtex 
ſlain ; but the ſlain of the enemies army were too many! 
be enumerated. So Moſes offered ſacrifices of thankſgiving 
to God, and built an altar, which he named, the Lord i 
Conqueror. He alto foretold, that the Amalekites ſhould u 
terly be deſtroyed ; and that hereafter none of them ſha! 
remain, becauſe they fought againſt the Hebrews, and thi 
when they were in the wildernels, and in their diſtreſs al{ 
Moreover, he refreſhed the army with feaſting. And thy 


1 Raguel 
ther rule: 
without 01 


ith hes / 


ſerences 


did they fight this firſt battle with thoſe that ventured toy ing to hir 
poſe them, after they were gone out of Egypt. But, wc, if 1 
Moſes had celebrated this feſtival for the victory, he permits, tho: 
ted the Hebrews to reſt for a few days, and then he broug em juſtly 
them out after the fight, in order of battle; for they had nos to hi 
many ſoldiers in light armour. And going gradually on, kW... to ſuc 
came to mount Sinai, in three months time after they wer autor. 
removed out of Egypt; at which mountain, as we have be had hin 
fore related, the viſion of the buth, and the other wonderM .dviſe 
ful appearances, had happened. ut limſe! 
ety. for 

C at were 

That Moſes kindly received his father-in-law Jethro, whenWs could 
he came io him to Mount Sinai. be not th 

hat tho 


OW when Raguel, Moſes's father-in-law, underſtood Hreſervati 
in what a proſperous condition his affairs were, be*Wauſcs to 
willingly came to meet him: And Moles took Zipporah be Whitendanc 
wite, and his children, and pleaſcd himſelf with his coming. rving t 
Aud Wh the n 
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4 when he had offered ſacrifce, he made a feaſt for the 
Ititude, near the buth he had formerly ſeen; which mul- 
de, every one, according to their families, partook of the 
t, But Aaron, and his family, took Rague), and lung 


or th nns to God, as to him who had been the author and pro— 
de pa cr of their deliverance, and their freedom. They alſo 
mou ed their conductor, as him by whole virtue it was that 


things had ſucceeded ſo well with them. Raguel alſo, 
his euchariſtical oration to Moſes, made great encomiums 
n the whole multitude: And he could not but admire 
oſes for his fortitude, and that humanity he had ſhewed in 


ener WE dclivery of his friends. 

le Pre: 

ehrex CT H A . IV. 

feng w Raguel ſuggeſted to Moſes to ſet his people in order, under 

„e rulers of thouſands, and rulers of hundreds, who lived 
ald wauhbout order before :, And how Moſes complied in all things 
har! with his father-in-law®s admonitton. 

\d 1: PHE next day, as Raguel ſaw Moſes in the midſt 
ſs al of a crowd of buſinels, (for he determined the 
d threrences of thoſe that referred them to him, every one ſtill 
0 0 Wing to him, and ſuppoſing that they ſhould then only obtain 
whet tice, if he were the arbitrator ; and, thoſe that loſt their 
cr WW uſes, thought it no great harm, while they thought they loſt 

2 juſtly, and not by partiality). Raguel however ſaid no- 

d no bing to him at that time, as not defirous to be any hinder- 

n, ce to ſuch as had a mind to make uſe of the virtue of their 


nduftor. But afterward he took him to himſelf, and when 
had bim alone. he inſtructed him in what he ought to do; 
d 2dviſed him to leave the trouble of leſſer cauſes ro others, 
ut himſelf to take care of the greater. and of the peoples 
ety. for that certain others of the Hebrews might be found 
at were fit to determine cauſes, but that no body but a Mo- 
s could take care of the ſafety of ſo many ten thouſands. 
e not therefore, ſays he, inſen ſible of thine oxn virtue, and 
hat thou ha done hy miniltering under God to the peoples 
ſervation, Permit therefore. the determination of common 
zuſes to be done others, bur do thou reſerve thyſelf to the 


ö his Huendance on Gee only, and look out for methods of pre- 
ing. Werviog the multitude from their preſent diſtreſs. Make uſe 
Aud Bf the method I ſuggeſt to you, as to human affairs Bay 

take 
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take a review of the army, and appoint choſen ruler, ; 
tens of thouſands, and then over thouſands: then divide g 
into five hundreds; and again into hundreds, and into ki 
and ſet rulers over each of them, who may diſtinguiſh th 
into thirties, and keep them in order; and at laſt nun 
them by twenties and by tens: And let their be one a 
mander over each number, to be denominated from the nu 
ber of thoſe over whom they are rulers, but ſuch as the wh; 
multitude have tried, and do“ approve of, as being yg 
and righteous men; and let theſe rulers decide the conty 
verſies they have one with another. But if any great ca 
ariſe, let them bring the cegnizance of it before the rule] 
an higher dignity ; but if any great difficulty ariſe that i 
hard for even their determination, let them ſend it to thy 
By theſe means two advantages will be gained; that the H 
brews will have juſtice done them; and thou wilt be ablet 
attend conſtantly on God, and procure him to be more | 
vourable to the people, 

2. This was the admonition of Rague) ; and Moſes 1 
ceived his advice very kindly and acted according to his { 
geſtion. Nor did he conceal the invention of this metly 
nor pretend to it himſelf, but informed the multitude who 
was that invented it: Nay, he has named Raguel int 
books he wrote, as the perſon who invented this ordering. 
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the people, as thinking it right to give a true teſtimony | 5 os 
worthy perſons, although he might have gotten reputationl jt e thi 
aſcribing to himſelf the inventions of other men. Wheng ſer the 1 
we may learn the virtuous diſpoſition of Moſes : But of fi ein 
his diſpoſition, we ſhall have proper occaſion to ſpeak in oth 3 8 
places of theſe books | ear, the 
t rain, \ 

* H A P. . Vol. | 

How Moſes aſcended up to mount Sinai, and received laugy Since 
from God, and deltvered them to the Hebrews. mount arns | 

4 ner, whic 

F I. NOW Moſes called the multitude together, an Nai. M 
told them, that he was going from them unt C 2 as 

mount Sinai to converle with God; to receive from him rely come 
an cher natio 

* This manner of electing the judges and officers of the Iſraelites b OS 
the teſtimonies and (Hate, of the people, before they were ordained Mund III. eh 
God, or by Moſes, deſerves to be carefully noted, becauſe it was th I 
% na ve LW 


pattern of the like manner of the choice and ordination of Piſlio 
Preſbyters, and Deacons, in the Chriſtian Church. b 
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4 to bring back with him a certain oracle: But he enjoin- 
1 them to pitch their tents near the mountain, and prefer 
e habitation that was neareſt to God, before one more re- 


ers « 
1de the 


— ote. When he had (aid this, he aſcended up to Mount 

6 tl mai, which * is the higheſt of all the mountains that are 

* that country, and is not only very difficult to be aſcended 
0 


men, on account of its valt altitude, but becauſe of the 
urpneſs of its precipices alſo; nay, indeed it cannot be look- 
dat without pain of the eyes: And beſides this, it was ter- 
ble and inacceſſible, on account of the rumour that paſſed 
bout, that God dwelt there. But the Hebrews removed 
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; Contr 


-at cli”. 
*. heir tents, as Moſes had bidden them, and took poſſeſſion 
Lat "HF: the loweſt parts of the mountain ; and were elevated in 
ol heir minds, in expectation that Moſes would return from 


z0d with promiſes of the good things he had propoſed to 
hem: So they feaſted, and waited for their conduftor ; aud 
ept themſelves pure, as in other reſpects, and not accom, 
anying with their wives for three days as he had before or- 
ered them to do, And they prayed to God, that he would 
zvourably receive Moſes in his converſing with him; and be- 
tow ſome ſuch gift upon them by which they might live well, 
[hey alſo lived more plentifully as to their diet; and put on 
heir wives and children more ornamental and decent cloath- 
ng than they uſually wore. 

2. So they pafled two days in this way of feaſting ; but 
n the third day, before the ſun was up, a cloud ſpread itſelf 
ver the whole camp of the Hebrews, ſuch an one as none 
ad before ſeen, aud encompaſſed the place where they had 
itched their tents; and while all the reſt of the air was 
ear, there came ſtrong winds, that raiſed up large ſhowers 
i rain, which became a mighty tempeſt. There was allo 
Vol.. I. M ſuch 
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ed la Since this mountain Sinai is here ſaid to be the higheſt of all the 
wmuntains that are in that country, it muſt be that now called St. Kat ha- 
ner, which is one third higher than that within a mile of it now called 
Nun, as Mon, 1 informs us, Travels, part I. ch. xxviii. p. 168. 

he other name of it, reh, is never uſed by Joſephus; and perhaps 
as its name among the Egyptians only, whence the Iſraelites were 
ately come, as Sinai was its name among the Arabians, Canaanites, and 
other nations. Accordingly when (1 Kings ix. 8.) the ſcripture ſays, 

at Elijah came tc Horeb, the mount of God, Joſephus juſtly ſays, Antiq. 
B. VIII. ch. xiii. $ 7. vol. II. that he came to the mountain called Sina: 
and ſerom, here cited by Dr. Hudſon, fays, that he took this mountain 


bo have twe names, Sinai and Choreb, See Nomin, Heb. p. 427. 
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ſuch lightning, as was terrible to thoſe that ſaw it; and thy from he 
der, with its thunder-bolts were ſent down, and declared cho m- 
to be there preſent in a gracious way to ſuch as Moſes H very lit 
red he ſhould be gracious, Now a+ to theſe matters, eπ½m made te 
one of my readers may think as he pleaſes; but I am ur ſen : he 
a neceſſity of relating this hiſtory as it is deſcribed in the whole ! 
cred books This ſight, and the amazing found that cane grim w 
their ears, diſturbed the Hebrews to a prodigious degree, H who!e 1 
they were not ſuch as they were accuſtomed to; and ] eld: h 
the rumour that was ſpread abroad. how Gou frequented i virtuou 
mountain, greatly aſtoniſhed their minds, ſo they ſorrowfulſ t- nt lo 
contained themſelves within their tents, as both ſuppoinffs inſtruC 
Moſes to be deſtroyed by the divine wrath, and expetinWMF* be to) 
the like deſtruction for themſelves. „you th. 
3. Wuxx they were under theſe apprehenſions, Moſes vou w! 
peared as joyful and greatly exalted. When they ſaw h enjoy: 
they were freed from their fear, and admitted of more c womb 
fortable hopes as to what was to come. [he air alſo vW* terribl 
become clear and pure of its former diſorders, upon the the pre 
pearance of Moſcs. Whereupon he called together the p © corrup 
ple to a congregation, in order to their hearing what 6“ and it: 
would ſay to them: And when they were gathered togethe 4. W. 
he ſtood on an eminence, whence they might all hear h their wi 
and ſaid, God has received me graciouſly, O Hebre might h 
as he has formerly done; and has ſuggeſted an happy nM which t! 
* thod of living for you, and an order of political gortii be ſpoke 
* ment, and is now preſent in the camp: I therefore char of a mar 
« you for his ſake, and the ſake of his works, and what i deritand 
„ have done by his means. that you do not put a low va them fr 
* on what I am going to ſay. becauſe the commands he ſcaped t 
* been given by me that now deliver them to you, nor not“ la 
*{ cauſe it is the tongue of a man that delivers them to y, will dec 
<* but if you have a due regard to the great importance ot tl 3% * 
things themſelves, you will underſtand the great neſs of hi ene Go 
* whoſe inſtitutions they are, and who bas not diſdained WM cond co 
communicate them to me for our common advantage; ture to 
Lit is not to be ſuppoſed, that the author of theſe ini Cod in 
tions is barely Moſes, the fon of Amram, and JochebM ſeventh 
but he who obliged the Nile to run bloody for your fa that w. 
* and tamed the haughtineſs of the Egyptians by vario 
« forts of judgments : he who provided a way through! 
« ſea for us: he who contrived a method of ſending us #« * Of 


Jolephu 


* in 


. F 1 


03K Il 


nd thy tom heaven, when we were diſtreſſed for want of it: he 
red no made the water to iſſue out of a rock, when we had 
ſes de rery little of it before: he by whoſe means Adam was 


rs, e made to partake of the fruits both of the land and of the 


m ur {ex ; he by whoſe means Noah eſcaped the deluge : he by 
n the H hoſe means our forefather Abraham, of a wandering pil- 
camei rim was made the heir of the land of Canaan : he by 
gree, (oF hoſe means Iſaac was born of parents who were very 
ind the c1d : he by whoſe means Jacob was adorned with twelve 


* virtuous ſons : he by whoſe means Joſeph became a po- 
{t-nt lord over the Egyptians : he it is who conveys theſe 
* inſtructions to you by me as his interpreter. And let them 
be to you venerable, and contended for more earneſtly by 
„you than your own children, and your own wives; for if 
„you will follow them, you will lead an happy life; you will 
« enjoy the land fruitful, the ſea calm, and the fruit of the 
« womb born complete, as nature requires; you will be alſo 
u terrible to your enemies: For I have been admitted into 
« the preſence of God, and been made a hearer of his in- 
« corruptible voice; ſo great is his concern for your nation, 
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pgethe 4. Warn he had faid this, he brought the people, with 
ar hi their wives and children, ſo near the mountain, that they 
ebrewiW might hear God himſelf ſpeaking to them about the precepts 


which they were to practiſe ; that the energy of what ſhould 
be ſpoken might not be hurt by its utterance by that tongue 
of a man, which could but imperfectly deliver it to their un- 
derſtanding. And they all heard a voice that came to all of 
them from above, inſomuch that no one of theſe words e- 
ſcaped them, which Moſes wrote in two tables; which it is 
not“ lawful for us to ſet down directly, but their import we 
will declare. | 

5. Tus firſt command gat {220925 vr, inar there is but 
ene God, and that we ought to worſhip him only, The ſe- 
cond commands us not to make the image of any living crea- 
ture to worſhip it. The third, that we muſt not ſwear by 
Cod in a falſe matter. The fourth, that we muſt keep the 
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bebe ſeventh day, by reſting from all fort of work. The fifth, 
fab that we muſt honour our parents. The ſixth, that we muſt 
vario | M 2 abſtain 
gh [ | 

us 10 Of this and another like ſuperſtitious notion of the Pharifees, which 


r Joſephus complied with, ſee the note on Antiq. B. II. ch. xii. $ 4, 
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ove all 


abſtain from murder. The ſeventh, that we muſt not co there. 
mit adultery. Theeighth, that we muſt not be guilty of Hz. But v 
The vinth, that we muſt not bear falſe witneſs. The ten er, Mole 
that we mult not admit of the deſire of any thing that is az ly appoin' 
others. ſed the A 
6. Now when the multitude had heard God himſelf hie God | 
thoſe precepts which Moſes had diſcourſed of. they rejvicM.ir lives 
at what was faid ; and the congregation was diflolved : Px theſe d 
on the following days they came to his tent, and deſired hi he wo 
to bring them beſides other laws from God. Accordingly Could dete 
appointed ſuch laws; and afterward informed them in wha arry it ab 
manner they ſliould act in all caſes : which laws I (hall ma there 
mention of in their proper time; but I ſhall reſerve moſt Mount Sin 
thoſe laws for “ another werk, and make thee a diſtiad e bernacle 
plication of them. d. that th 
7. Wren matters were brought to this ſtate, Moſes wer traction: 
up again to mount Sinai, of *. * he had told them befo e work, 
hand. He made his aſcent: i in their ſight; and while he flaxhi;, he {þ 
ed there ſo long a time, for he was abſent from them fory ents eng 
days, fear ſeized upon the Hebrews, left Moſes ſhould hare riting w 
come to any harm; nor was there any thing elle ſo ſad, and 
that ſo much troubled them, as this ſuppoſal, that Moles wa 
periſhed. Now there was a variety in their ſentiments about ; 
it; ſome ſaving that he was fallen among wild beaſts, and Loncernin 
thoſe that were of this opinion were chiefly ſuch as were il. kde 
4 


diſpoſed to him; but others ſay ing, that he was departed aud 
gone to God; but the wiſer fort were led by their reaſon to 1. H. 
embrace neither of thoſe opinions, with any ſatisfaction, think: 


ing, that it was a thing that ſometimes happens to men toEyanting 


fall among wild beaſts, and periſh that way, fo it was probs. brought 
ble enough that he might depart and go to God, on account vood, at 
of his virtue, they therefore were quiet, and expected the camels h 
event: Yet were these excectding lorry upon the ſuppoſal that WM bme col. 
they were deprived of a governor, and a protecior, fuch n for the! 
one indeed as they could never recover again; nor would this by the f 
ſuſpicion give them leave to expect any comfortable event i tones, 1 
bout this man, nor could they prevent their trouble and me- of gold 
lancholy upon this occaſion, However, the camp durſt no: WM theſe m. 
remove Hat all di 


when th 
* This other work of Joſephus's, here referred to, ſeems to be that WF for eve 
which does not appear to have been ever publiſhed, which yet he in- 
tended to publiſh, about the 2 of many of the laws of Moſes; ol 
which fcc the note on the Preface, $ 4. 
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ove all this while, becauſe Moſes had bid them afore to 
there. 

; But when the forty days, and as many nights. were 
er, Moſes came down, having taſted nothing of food uſu- 
ly appointed for the nouriſhment of men, His appearance 
jed the army with gladneſs, and he declared to them what 
re God had of them, and by what manner of conduct of 
cir lives they might live happily ; telling them, that dur- 
g theſe days of his abſence, he had ſuggeſted to him alſo 
at he would have a tabernacle built for him, into which he 
ould deſcend when he came to them; and how we ſhould 
arry it about with us when we remove from this place; and 
at there would be no longer any occaſion for going up ta 
ount Sinai, but that he would himſelf come and pitch his 
abernacle among lt us, and be preſent at our prayers ; as al- 
d, that the tabernacle ſhould be of ſuch meaſures and con- 
Iruction as he had ſhewed him, and that you are to fall to 
he work, and proſecute it diligently, When he had ſaid 
his, he ſhewed them the two tables, with the ten command- 
nents engraven upon them, five upon cach table; and the 
riting was by the hand of God. | 


NA i. 


Concerning the Tahernacle which Moſes built in the wilder- 


neſs, for the honour of God, and which ſeemed to be a 
Temple. 


1. FExeveon the Iſraelites rejoiced at what they had 

ſeen and heard of their conductor, and were not 
manting in diligence according to their ability; but they 
brought filver, and gold, and braſs, and of the beſt forts of 
wood, and ſuch as would not at all decay by putrefaction; 
camels hair alſo, and ſheep-{kins, ſome of them dyed. of a 
blue colour, and ſome of a ſcarlet ; ſome brought the flower 
for the purple colour, and others for white ; with wool dyed 
by the flowers afore-mentioned ; and fine linen, and precious 
ones, which thoſe that uſe coſtly ornaments ſet in ouches 
of gold; they brought alſo a great quantity of ſpices ; for of 
theſe materials did Moſes build the tabernacle, which did nat 
at all differ from a moveable and ambulatory temple. Now 
when theſe things were brought together with great diligence, 
for every one was ambitious to further the work, even be- 


M 3 yond 


s des of this incloſure. But as for the fourth fide, which was 


my deſcription at large, ch. vi, vii. viii. ix. X. Xi. Lii. hereto belonging. 
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yond their ability, he ſet architects over the works, ang 
by the command of God; and indeed the very fame wi 
the people themſelves would have choſen, had the eleg; 
been allowed to them. Now their names are ſet donn! 
writing in the ſacred books; and they were theſe, Beſal 
the ſon of Uri, of the tribe of Judah, the grandſon of 


{ts enbits 
hits of it 
0 pillars 
ele were 
yer, EXCC] 


ach fide © 


xiam, the ſiſter of their conductor; and Aholiah, the ſon ſerted in 
Ahiſamach, of the tribe of Dan. Now the people went them; © 
with what they had undertaken with ſo great alacrity, t\MWt to the 
Moſes was obliged to reſtrain them, by making proclamatinlMxtent, an« 
that what had been brought was ſufficient, as the artifeœ e. and ſe 
had informed him. So they fell to work upon the build ith many 
of the tabernacle. Moſes alſo informed them, according iff animals 
the direction of God, both what the meaſures wert to cation, 
and its largeneſs ; and how many veſſels it ought to conta e prieſis 
for the uſe of the ſacrifices. The women alſo were am nd this 
tious to do their parts, about the garments of the prieſts, About the 
about other things that would be wanted in this work, bo pen air. 
for ornament, and for the divine ſervice itſelf. 2. As tc 
2. Now when all things were prepared, the gold, and the of that 
filver, and the brafs, and what was woven, Moſes, when Mun aroſe | 
had appointed before hand that there ſhould be a feſtival, a hen it w 
that ſacrifices ſhould be offered according to every one's abiMxclve [t. 
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lity, * reared up the tabernacle. And when he had mealy 
red the open court, fifty cubits broad, and an hundred long 
he ſet up brazen pillars, five cubits high, twenty on each 
the longer ſides, and ten pillars for the breadth behind; eve 
ry one of the pillars alſo had a ring, Their chapiters wer 
of filver, but their baſes were of bra's; they reſembled the 
tharpends of ſpears, and were of braſs, fixed into the ground; 
Cords were alſo put through the rings, and were tied at their 
farther ends to braſs nails of a cubit long, which at every 
pillar were driven into the floor, and would keep the taber- 
nacle from being ſhaken by the violence of winds. But a 
curtain of fine ſoft linen went round all the pillars, and hung 
down in a flowing and looſe manner from their chapiters, and 
inclofed the whole ſpace, and ſeemed not at all unlike to a 
wall about it. And this was the ſtructure of three of the 


» Of this tabernacle of Moſes, with its feveral parts and furniture, ſe 


Ok It 


and thi 
e Whirl 
eledtiy 


down; 


Beſale 

of 
e {on 
Went 
ty, th 


matio 


rtifice 


uildin 
ding t 


E to 


>ontain 
e amby 


its, an 


K, both 


ind thy 


hen! 


al, and 


e's abi 
meaſu 
J long 


ach 01 


| ; eve 
S Wer 


ed the 
round. 
t their 
every 
tabers 
But a 


hung 
S, and 
e to 3 
F the 
h was 


fifty 


re, ſee 
ng ⸗ 


Har. VI. 


THE IJT EWS. 13 


fix enbits in extent, and was the front of the whole, twenty 
bits of it were for the opening at the gates, wherein ſtood 


eſe were made wholly of filver, and poliſhed, and that all 
rer, excepting the baſes, which were of braſs. Now on 
ach fide of the gates there ſtood three pillars, which were 
ſerted into the concave baſes of the gates, and were ſuited 
them; and round them was drawn a curtain of fine linen. 
zut to the gates themſelves, which were twenty cubits in 
xtent, and five in height, the curtain was compoſed of pur- 
le. and ſcarlet, and blue, and fine linen, and embroidered 
ith many and divers ſorts of figures, excepting the figures 
fanimals. Within thefe gates was the brazen laver for pu- 
fication, having a baſon beneath, of the like matter, whence 
he prieſts might walh their hands, and ſprinkle their feet. 
And this was the ornamental conſſruction of the incloſure 
bout the court of the tabernacle, which was expoſed to the 
pen air. | | 
'2 As to the tabernacle itſelf, Moſes placed it in the mid- 
ge of that court, with its front to the eaſt, that when the 
un aroſe it might fend its firſt rays upon it. Its length, 
Fhen it was ſet up, was thirty cubits, and its breadth was 
velve [ten] cubits. The one of its walls was on the ſouth, 
nd the other was expoled to the north, and on the back part 
f it remained the welt. It was neceſſary that its height 
ould be equal to its breadth [ten cubits J. There were al- 
0 pillars made of wood, twenty on each ſide; they were 
rought into a quadrangular figure, in breadth a cubit and 
in half, but the thicknels was four fingers: they had thin 
plates of gold affixed to them on both ſides, in wardly and 
putwardly : they had each of them two tenons belonging to 
hem, inſerted into their baſes, and theſe were of fiiver; in 
ach of which baſes there was a ſocket to receive the tenon. 
But the pillars on the welt wall were fix. Now all theſe te- 
wons and ſockets accurately fitted one auother, inſomuch that 
the joints were inviſible, and both ſeemed to be one entire 
md united wall. It was allo covered with gold, both within 
and without. The number of pillars was equal on the oppo— 
de fides, and there were on each part twenty, andevery one 
of them had the third part of a ſpan in thickneſs; fo that 
the number of thirty cubits were fully made up between them. 
Bat as to the wall behind, where the fix pillars made up to- 
| gether 


o pillars on each fide. after the reſemblance of open gates, 
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and cop | 
cornen rte and embroidered with all forts of flowers which the 
very n produces; and there was interwover. into it all forts of 
nts cu icty that might be an ornament, excepting the forms of 
ood als. Another vail there was which covered the five pil- 
Were i that were at the enterance ; It was like the former in 
its long magnitude, and texture, and colour; and at the corner 
one hz every pillar a ring retained it from the top downwards, 
inſert; the depth of the pillars, the other half offording an en- 
but once for the pricits, who crept under it. Over this there 
rich rg 15 a vail of linen, of the ſame largeneſs with the former; 
r wall 25 to be drawn this way or that way by cords, whoſe 
nts, es fixed to the texture of the vail, and to the cords allo, 
fon ere ſubſervient to the drawing and undrawing of the vail, 
ight nad to the faſtening it at the corner, that then it might be 
ns. buf hinderance to the view of the ſandtuary, eſpecially on ſo- 
nua rn days; but that on other days, and eſpecially when the 
to the cather was inclined to ſnow, it might be expanded, and af. 
noſt ſe id a covering to the vail of diverſe colours: Whence that 
1p wi etom of ours is derived, of having a fine linen vail, after 
pon the temple has been built, to be drawn over the entrances, 
his feat the ten other curtains were four cubits in breadth, and 
%, His enty-cight in lenghth, aud had golden claſps, in order to 
which in the one curtain to the other, which was done ſo exactly, 
of th et they ſeemed to be one entire curtain; theſe were ſpread 
of ihrer the temple, and covered all the top, and parts of the 
ch wells, on the ſides and behind, ſo far as within one cubit of 
admit e ground. There were other curtains of the ſame breadth 
ut ich theſe, but one more in number, and longer, for they 
nd, o ere thirty cubits long; but theſe were woven of hair, with 
eits one like ſubtilty as thoſe of wool were made, and were es- 
„ thefW:ad<d looſely down to the grouud, appearing like a triangu- 
num front and elevation at the gates; the eleventh curtain be- 
vails Mig uſed for this very purpoſe. There were alſo other cur- 
s, em ns made of ſkins above theſe, which afforded covering 
ad thiWnd protection to thoſe that were woven, both in hot wea- 
d Kepler, and when it rained. And great was the ſurpriſe of 
as thaWMihoſe who viewed theſe curtains at a diſtance, for they ſeem- 
whole ed not at all to differ from the colour of the ſKy. But thoſe 
:h waht were made of hair, and of {kins, reached down in the 
nittedMlame manner as did the vail at the gates, and kept off the 
ornaWheat of the ſun, and what injury the rains might do. And 
zent er this manner was the tabernacle reared, 
| 5. There 
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5. Turk was alſo an ark made, ſacred to God, of x 
that was naturally ftrong, and could not be corrupted; H 
was called Eron, in our own language. Its con'truttinn 1 
thus: Its length was five ſpans. but its breadth and hen 
was each of them three ſpans: It was covered all over y 
gold. both within and without, ſo that the wooden part y 
not ſeen. It had alſo a co er united to it, by golden birgt 
after a wonderful manuer; which cover was every way eye 
ly fitted to it, and had no eminences to hinder its exact e 
junction. There were alſo two golden rings belonging 
each of the longer boards, and paſſing through the ent 
wood. and through them gilt bars paſſed along each boy 
that it might thereby be moved and carried about, as occaſi 
ſhould require; for it was not drawn in a cart by beaſts 
burden, but born on the ſhoulders of the prieſts. Upon] 
its cover were two images, which the Hebrews call Che 
bims; they are flying creatures, but their form is not like 
that of any of the creatures which men have ſeen, though) 
ſes ſaid he had ſeen ſuch beings near the throne of God. 
this ark he put the two tables whereon the ten comman 
ments were written, five upon each table, and two and 
half upon each fide of them: and this ark he placed in 
molt holy place. | 

6. Bur in the holy place he placed a table, like thoſe 
Delphi: Its length was two cubits, and its breadth one c 
bit, and its height three ſpans. It had feet alſo, the los 
half of which were complete feet, reſembling thoſe whit 
the Dorians put to their bed ſteads, but the upper parts 
wards the table were wrought into a ſquare form. The tab 
had an hollow towards every fide, having a ledge of fol 
fingers depth, that went round about like a ſpiral, both « 
the upper and lower part of the body of the work. Upc 
every one of the feet was there alſo inſerted a ring, not! 
from the cover, through which went bars of wood beneat 
but gilded, to be taken out upon occaſion, there being ac 
vity where it was joined to the rings; for they were note 
tire riugs, but before they came quite round, they ended 
acute points, the one of which was inſerted into the prot 
nent part of the table, and the other into the foot; and | 
theſe it was carried when they journeyed. Upon this tab. 
which was placed on the north fide of the temple, not 
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aves of bread, ſix upon each heap. one above another: they 
te made of two tenth deals of the pureſt flower, which 
1th deal | an homer] is a meaſure of the Hebrews, con- 
ming ſeven Atheniau chr; and above thole loaves were 
it two vials full of frankincenſe. Now after ſeven days 
her loaves were brought in their ſtead. on the day which is 
us called the Sabbath; for we call the ſeventh day the 
both ; But for the occaſion of this invention of placing 
ares here we will ſpeak to it in another place. 

7, Over againſt this table, near the ſouthern wall, was 
t a candleſtick of caſt gold, hollow within, being of the 


ch boar eight of one hundred pound, which the Hebrews call cin- 
 0Cca ores ; if it be turned into the Greek language, dr notes a 
pal ent. It was made with its knops, and lillies, and pome- 
pon f 


ranates, and bowls, (which ornaments amounted to ſeventy 
n all); by which means the ſhaft elevated itſelf on high from 
lngle baſe, and ſpread itſelf into as many branches as there 
re planets, including the ſun among them. It terminated 
n ſeven heads, in one row, all ſtanding parallel to one ano- 
her ; and theſe branches carried ſeven lamps, one by one, 
n imitation of the number of the planets : theſe 1mps look- 
d to the eaſt and to the ſouth, the candleſlick being ſituate 
bliquely. 

d. Now between this eandleſtick, and the table, which, 
2s we laid, were within the ſanctuary, was the altar of in- 
cenſe, made of wood indeed, but of the ſame wood of which 
the foregoing veſſels were made, ſuch as was not liable to 
corruption: It was intirely cruſted over with a golden plate, 
Its breadth on each fide was a cubit, but the altitude double. 
Upon it was a grate of gold, that was extant above the altar, 
which had a golden crown encompaſſed it round about, 
vhereto belonged rings and bars, by which the prieſts carri- 
d it when they journeyed, Before this tabernacle there was 
rezred a brazen altar, but it was within made of wood, five 
cubits by meaſure on each ſide. but its height was but three, 
in like manner adorned with braſs plates as bright as gold. 
It had alſo a brazen hearth of net-work, for the ground un- 
derneath received the fire from the hearth, becauſe it had no 
nd i baſis to receive it. Hard by this altar lay the baſons, and 
abi the vials, and the cenſers, and the caldrons, made of gold: 
ot but the other veſſels, made for the uſe of the ſacrifices, were 
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all of braſs. And ſuch was the conſtruction of the taben 
cle; and theſe were the veſſels thereto belonging. 


c HA p. VII. 


Which were the governments of the Prieſts, and of the H 
Prieft : Concerning the prieſhhood of Aaron, with the my 
ner of the purificattons and ſacrifices 5 as alſo concerny 
the fe/itvals, and how each day was then diſpoſed of ; u. 


other laws. 


$ 1. THERE were peculiar garments appointed for t 

prieſts, and for all the reſt, which they call ( 
hanew, [prieſtly] garments, as alſo for the high priest 
which they call Cabanææ Rabbe, and denote the high priel 
garments. Such was therefore the habit of the reſt. } 
when the prieſt approaches the ſacrifices, he purifies himſe 
with the purification which the law preſcribes ; and, in t 
firſt place, he puts on that which is called Machana/e, whit 
means ſomewhat that is faſt tied. It is a girdle compoſt 
of fine twined linen, and is put about the privy parts, th 
feet being to be inſerted into them in the nature of breeche 
but above half of it is cut off, and it ends at the thighs, an 
1s there tied faſt. 

2. Over this he wore a linen veſtment, made of fine f: 
doubled; it is called Chethone, and denotes linen, for . 
call linen by the name of Chetbone. This veſtment reache 
down to the feet, and fits cloſe tn the body; and has ſleeve 
that are tied faſt to the arms: it is girded to the breaſt a lit 
tle above the elbows, by a girdle often going round, fout 
fingers broad, but ſo looſely woven, that you would think it 
were the ſkin of a ſerpent. It is embroidered with flower 
of ſcarlet, and purple, and blue, and fine twined linen, bu 
the warp was nothing but fine linen. The beginning of its 
circumvolution is at the breaſt, and when it has gone often 
round it is there tied, and hangs looſely there down to the 
ankles; I mean this, all the time the prieſt is not about any 
laborious ſervice, for in this poſition it appears in the mol 
agreeable manner to the ſpectators; but when he is obliged 
to aſſiſt at the offering ſacrifices, and to do the appointed ſet- 
vice, that he may not be hindered in his operations by its 


motion, he throws it to the left, and bears it on his ſhoulder{ 


Moles indeed calls this belt Abaneth ; but we have * 
rom 
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Laden om the Babylonians to call it Emia, for ſa it is by them 
alled. This veſtment has no looſe or hollow parts any 
here in it, but only a narrow aperture about the neck; and 
is tied with certain ſtrings hanging down from the edge o- 


the er the breaſt and back, and is faſtened above each ſlioulder; 
the eis called Maſabaga nes. 


3. Ueos his head he wears a cap, not brought to a conic 
rm, nor incircling the whole head, but full covering more 
han the half of it, which is called Maſ/naempbthes: And its 
nake is ſuch, that it ſcems to be a crown, being made of 
dick ſwathes, but the contexture is of linen; and it is 
Joubled round many times, and ſewed together: belides 
hich, a piece of fine linen covers the whole cap from the 
oper part, and reaches down to the forehead, and nides the 
cams of the ſwathes, which would otherwite appear inde- 


of ; Wi 
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himſe ently: this adheres cloſely upon the ſolid part ot the head, 
d. in ed is thereto fo firmly fixed, that it may net fall off during 
„ WhichWhc ſacred ſervice about the ſacrifices. So we have now 
ompoleWicwec! you what is the habit of the generality of the prieſts. 
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4. Tur high prieſt is indeed adorned wirh the fame gar- 
ents that we have deſcribed without abating one, ouly o— 
er thele he puts on a veſtment of a blue colour. This allo 
bs a long robe, reaching to his fect: In our language it 15 called 
Mecir, and is tied round with a girdle. embroidercd with 
he ſame colours and flowers as the former, with a mixture 
gold mterwoven, To the bottom of which garment are 
ene bung fringes, in colour like pomegranates, with golden“ bells 
| a ih a curious and beautiful contrivance; fo that between two 
d, fout bells hangs a pomegranate, and between two pomegranates a 
hink Men. Now this veſture was not compoled of two picces, nor 
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re uſe of theſe golden bells at the bottom of the high prieſt's long 
gument, ſeems to me to have been this, that by ſhaking his garmont ac 
the time of his offering incenſe i the temple, on the great day ci cxpia» 
non, or at other proper period: of his facrcd miniſtratiaus there, on the 
great feſtivals, the people might have notice of it, and night ſall to their 


: mol own prayers at the Tune of inceiiicy Or other proper periode; and fo the 
bliged hole con;zregation might at once offer thoſe common prayers jointly 
ed ſet- viii: the high prieſt kimlelt to the Almighty. See Luc. i. 10. Apoc, 


by its Vi 3, 4. Nor probably is the father of Sirach t be otherwite under- 

ulder, ood, when he ſays of Aaron, the firſt high pricit, Ecclut Xv. y. ind 

ed enrompullet Aaron with pomegrunitesy wii With Harty & t wells 

f round about, that as he went there might be A jititty and a #ife aue, 

ron :/ 1 might be heard in the temple, for a memoriad tc the Chitut gr of hs 
perple. 
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then a 
was it ſewed together upon the ſhoulders and the ſides, h Abele 
it was one long veſtment ſo woven as to have an aperture (oi. eneem 
the neck ; not an oblique one, but parted all along the r of a r 
and the back. A border alſo was ſewed to it, leſt the o. Ar 
ture ſhould look too indecently : It was alſo parted whe bear the 
the hands were to come out. a larger 
5. Bees theſe, the high prieſt put on a third garmeW\ich 1 cac 
which was called the Ephod, which reſembles the Epom ee of th: 
the Greeks. Its make was after this manner: It was iich con 
ven to the depth of a cubit, of ſeveral colours, with gold fc.1dcrs, 
termixed, and embroidered, but it left the middle of the ring 
hreaſt uncovered : It was made with ſleeves alſo; nor did H was fo 
appear to be at all differently made from a ſhort coat. But il out of 
the void place of this garment there was inſerted a piece Meat-plat 
the bigneſs of a ſpan, .embroidered with gold, and the c- inter 
colours .of the ephed, and is called E/en | the Breaſl- Pluie zgain 
which, in the Greek language, ſignifies the Oracle. I golden 
piece exactly filled up the void ſpace in the ephod. It is ue girdle 


6. Tur 
before, 
bove wh' 
rodered 


ted to it by golden rings at every corner. the like rings be 
anne ed to the ephod, and a blue ribband was made ute d 
to tie them together by thoſe rings; and that the ſpace hi 
tween the rings might not appear empty, they contrived t 


fill it up with ſtitches of blue ribbands. 'T here were allo inWhree row 
ſardonyxes upon the ephod, at the ſhoulders, to faſten it, Meld, wh! 
the nature of buttons, having each end running to the Hit thoſe 
dony xcs of gold, that they might be buttoned by them. ss leti 
theſe were engraven the names of the ſons of Jacob, in o .it it, 
own country letters, and our own tongue, fix on each of nos 
ſtones, on either fide; and the elder ſons names were on thWW gi. 
right ſhoulder. Twelve ſtones alſo there were upon this t-!1:1 2 
breaſt- plate, extraordinary in largeneſs and beauty; and their. (for 
were an ornament not to be purchaſed by men, becauſe ofWiiiken 
their inimeaſe value; Thcie ſtones, however, ſtood in thre i:s bra 
rows, by four in a row, and were inſerted into the breath a co 
plate itſelf, and they were ſet in ouches of gold, that we: i char 
themſelves inſerted in the breaſt plate, and were ſo made the the b 
they might not fall out. Now the firſt three ſtones were, Meompaſs 
jardonyx, a topaz, and an emerald. The ſecond row conWl:!cribe 
tained a carbuncle, a jaſper, and a ſapphire, The firſt of.» oe 
the third row was a ligure, then an amethiſt, and the thirWMton, but 
an agate, being the ninth of the whole number. The firiW{:cnce 


of the fourth row was a chryſolite, the next was an onyx 
and 


2 
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300k Ill 
| then a beryl, which was the laſt of all. Now the names 
all thoſe ſons of [acob wereengraven in theſe flones, whom 
e eſteem the heads of our tribes, each tone having the ho- 
ar of a name, in the order according to which they were 
n. And whereas the rings were too weak of themſelves 
bear the weight of the (tones, they made two other rings, 
a larger ſize, at the edge of that part of the breaſt-plare, 
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Jar mei ech \eached to the neck, and inſerted into the very tex- 
poris te of the breaſt- plate, to receive chains finely wrought, 
was rich connected them with golden bands to the tops of the 
gold nfo: 1ders, whoſe extremity turned backwards and went in- 
e of he ring, on the prominent back part of the ephod ; and 
Yr did Wis was for the ſecurity of the brea'il-plate, that it might not 
But ii out of its place. there was alſo a girdle ſexcd to the 
piece eait-plate. which was of the forementioned colours, with 
he the d intermixed, which- when it had gone once round, was 
_ ed again upon the-ſeam, and hung down. There were al- 
. I 


golden loops that admitted its fringes at each extremity of 
e reicdle; and included them entirely. 
6. Tur high prieſt's mitre was the ſame that we deſcrib- 
before, and was wrought like that of all the other prieſts; 
bhove which there was another, with ſwathes of blue em- 
roidered, and round it was a golden crown polithed, of 
hree rows one above another; out of which aroſe a cup of 
told, which reſembled the herb which we call Saccharus, 
ut thoſe Greeks that are ſxilful in botany call it Hyoſeyamas. 
ow leti any one that has ſeen this herb, but has not been 
ſt pet its name, and is unacquainted with its nature, or hav- 
:nown its name, knows not the herb when he ſecs it, 
l bal give ſuch a deſoription of it. This herb is oftentimes 
1 tollnefs above three ſpans, but its root is like that of a tur 
jp. (for he that thould compare it thereto would not bh 
mult iken ); but its leaves are like to the leaves of mint, Out 
Kits branches it ſends out a calyx, cleaving to the branch, 
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t we changing, in order to produce 1 its fruit, This calyx 15 


de thao! the biguels of the bone of the little finger, but iu the, 


vere, Nempaſs of its aperture is like a cup. This I will farth. 

W con lelcribe for the uſe of thoſe that are unacquainted with it. 
firlt 0 du; ppoſe a ſphere be divided into two parts, round at the bot- 
> thin, but having another ſegment that grows up to a circum- 
be firll Rrence from that bottom: Suppo! ett becume Bairower 57 


onyx N 2 degrees, 
and 


nd a coat encompalles it, which it naturally puts off when 
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degrees, and that the cavity of that part grow decently {mz ut ne ſe 
er, and then gradually grow wider again at the brim, {x necceſlib 
as we fee in the navel of a pomegranate, with its notche be let on 
And indeed ſuch a coat grows over this plant as renders it; 9 lo man 
hemiſphere, and that as one may ſay, turned accurately = TOS; 
lath, and having its notches extant above it, which, ax diviſions 
aid. grow like a pomegranate, only that they are ſharp, ay candle ti 
end in nothing but prickles. Now the fruit is prelerved by which th 
this coat of the calyx, which fruit is like the ſecd of the poſed of 
herb fderitis: It ſends out a flower that may ſecm to e ine 
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ſemble that of poppy. Of this was a crown made, as far ; 
from the hinder part of the head to each of the temples ; bu 
this cph:e/rs, for ſo this calyx may be called, did not core 
the forchead, but it was covered with a * golden plat 


which had inſcribed upon it the name of God, in facre being m 
characters. And ſuch were the ornaments of the high priel the (Ky, 
7. Now bere one may wonder at the ill-will which me of 
bear to us, and which they profeſs to be on account of ou © ne we 
deſpiſing that deity which they pretend to honour : For lll > 
any one do but conſider the fabric of the tabernacle, and ti © ©* * 
a view of the garments of the high prieſt, and of thoſe vel. alto ap! 
ſels which we make uſe of in our ſacred miniſtration, he will the eph 
find that our legiſlator was a divine man, and that we are un« le plac 
Jaſtly reproached by others; for if any one do, without pres the hig 
judice, and with judgment look upon theſe things. he wil 3 
nd they were every one made in way of imitation and rep ©. 
ſentation of the univerſe. When Moſes diltinguiſhed the „, 7 
tabernacle into f three parts, and allowed two of them to And { 
the prieſts, as a place acceſſible and common, he denoted * be 
IC uy 


tie land and the ſea, theſe being of general acceſs to all; 
but 


4 


The reader ought to take notice here, that the very Mcſaic peta- 
Bun, er goiden plate, for the forehead of the Jcwiſh high prieſt, was itſelf 
preierved, nut only tal the days of Jotephus, but. of Origen ; and that 
s inicription, Eelinaſe to the Lord, was in the Samaritan characters.— 
Sg Antiq. E. VIII. ch. iii. $ 8. vol. IL Effay on the Old. Teft. p. 154 
and Reland, De Spol. Templi. p. 132. g | 
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| Wacn Jolz;hus, both here and ch. vi. $ 4, ſuppoſes the tabernacle elord 
to have been parted into three parts, he ſeems to eſteem the bare en- leg illa 
trance to be a third divifion, diſtinét from the holy and the moſt he 
Places; and this the rather, becauſe in the temple afterward there u. 
rel diſtin third part, which was called the Perch, otherwiſe Joſephus * T 
would contredict his ovn de{cription of the tabernacle, which gives us ard n. 
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Fürticular account 97 no more than two parts. 
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ut he ſet apart the third diviſion for God, becauſe heaven is 
> >ccellible to men. And when he ordered twelve loaves to 
Le let on the table, he denoted the year, as diſtinguiſhed in- 
„ ſo many months. By branching out the candleſtick into 
zventy parts, he ſecretly intimated the Decani, or ſeventy 
diviſions of the planets; and as to the ſeven lamps upon the 
candleſticks, they referred to the courſe of the planets, of 
which that is the number. The vails too, which were com- 
poled of four things, they declared the four elements; for 
the fine linen was proper toſignify the earth, becauſe the flax 
grows out of the earth, The purple ſignified the ſea, be- 
cauſe that colour is dyed by the blood of a feathell-fſh. The 
blue is fit to ſignify the air ; and the ſcarlet will naturally te 
an indication of fire. Now the veſtment of the high prieſt 
being made of linen, ſignified the earth; the blue denoted 
the (ky, being like lightning in its pomegranates, and in the 
noiſe of the bells reſembling thunder. Ard for the ephod, 
it uc wed, that God had made the univerie of four (cle— 
ments]; and as for the gold interwoven, I ſuppoſe it rel1- 
ted to the ſpendor by which all things are enlightenzd. Fe 
alſo appointed the breaſt-plate to be placed in the middle of 
the ephud, to reſemble the earth, for that has the very mid- 
dle place of the world. And the girdle which encompaſſed 
the high-prieft round, ſignified the ocean, for that goes round 
avout end includes the univerſe. Each of the fardonyxes 
dcclares to us the ſun and the moon, thoſe, I mean, tha: 
wcre in the nature of buttons on the high priett's ſhoulders, 
And for the twelve flones, whether we under:iand by them 
the months, or whether we underſtand the like number of 
the ſigns of that circle which the Greeks call the Zedlac, 
ne (hall not be millaken in their meaning, And for the mitre, 
ehich was of a blue colour, it ſcems to me to mean hen 
ven; for how otherwiſe could the name of God be infcriv- 
ed upon it? That it woes alſo illuſtrated with a crown, and 
that of gold: allo, is becauſe of that iplendor with which God 
is pleaſed. Let this “ explication ſuffice at prelent, fince 
the courſe of my narration will often, and at many occaſions, 
allord me the opportunity of enlarging on the viitue of our 
leg illator. 
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N 3 * H A P. 
* This explication of the myſtical meaning of the Jewiſh tabernacle, 
ard ns yellels; with the garments of the high prieſt, is taken out of Phi- 
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C. HA F. WMI. 
Of the prigſi hood of Aaron. 


51. WIEN what has been deſcribed was brought 

a conclufion, gifts not being yet preſented, G0 
appeared to Moſes, and enjoined him to beſtow the high 
prieſthood upon Aaron his brother, as upon him that he 
of them all deſerved to obtain that honour, on account 9 
his virtue. And when he had gathered the multitude to 
gether, he. gave them an account of Aaron's virtue, and of.unt of 
his good-will to them, and of the dangers he had undergonefMl..'; virtu 
for their ſakes. Upon which, when they had given teſtimon; Jexzar, Al 
to him in all reſpects, and ſhewed their readineſs to recti Now 
bim, Mofes ſaid to them, O you Ifraclites, this work ü nals wh 
** al:eady brought to a concluſion, in a manner moſt accept: ne tabe 
able to God, and according to our abilites. And nos cgick, ar 


* Gnce you ſes that he is received into this tabernacle, ent not 
„ (21! firſt of all ſtand in need of one that may officiate for Gn, or by 
us, and may. miniſter to the ſacrifices, and to the prayers: multit 
that ate to be put up for us. And indeed had the inquiry er half 
after ſuch a perſon been left to me, I ſhould have thought iich ſhe 
« myſelt worthy of this honour, both becauſe all men ate four At 
„naturally fond of themſelves, and becauſe I am conſcious Hut Mol 
„to rayfe!t that I have taken a great deal of pains for your N, was ſi; 
© Geliverance : But now God himfelf has determined that Wir this 


* Aaron is worthy of this honour, and has choſen: him for 


© his prielt, as knowing him to be the molt righteous perſon 
N 3 * among 


15 given 
ty; and 
eruacle. 


lo, and fitted to Gentile philoſophical notions. This may. poſſibly be 
torgiven in Jews, greatly verſed in heathen learning and philoſophy, a“ 
t bilo hod cer been, and as Joſephus had long been, when he wrote 
theſe Antiquities, In the meen time, it is not to be doubted, but in 
their edocetion they muſt have bath learned more Jewiſh interpretation, 
{uch as we fattt with in the epiſtle of Barnabas, in that to the Hebrews, 
and elſevwaere among the old Jews. Accordingly when ſoſephus wWiote 
his books of the Jewifh War, tor the uſe of the jews, at which time ke 
was comparatively young, ard leſs uſed to Gentile books, we find ore oe 
ſpecimen of ſuch a ſewiſh interpretation: for there (E. VII. ch. v. | 5 This 
vol. VI.) he makes the ſeven branches of the temple candleſtick, with tqual to © 
their ſeven lamps, an emblem of the ſeven days of creation and reſt, le. filth 3 
which are here emblems of the ſeven plancts. Nor certainly ovglt 2 jerletly 
cient jewiſh emblems to be explained any utkerwiſe than according tg ned ge 
ancient jewiſh, ard not Gentile notions. Sce Of the War, B. 1 ch. WI" pub 
XXX1lt. J. 2. vol. V. ulſpenn) 
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;mong you: So that he is to put on the veſtments which 
are conſecrated to God; he is to have the care of the al- 
tars, and to make proviſion for the ſacrifices; and he it is 
hit muſt put up prayers for you to God, who will readily 


ught 9 hear them, not only becauſe he is himſelf ſolicitous for 
Ed, Cor nation, but alſo becauſe he will receive them as offer- 
le higt ed by one that he hath himſelf choſen to this office *.“ 
nat beide Hebrews were pleaſed with what was ſaid, and they 


ount ge their approbation to him whom God had ordained; for 
ude to aron was of them all the moſt deſerving of this honour, on 

and ofW-ount of his own ſtock, and gift of prophecy, and his bro- 
lergong er's virtue. He had at that time four ſons, Nadab, Abihu, 


timo eezar, and Ithamar. 


receive 2. Now Moſes commanded them to make uſe of all the 
vork io-nils which were more than were neceſſary to the ſtructure 
14 the tabernacle, for covering the tabernacle itſelf, the can- 
d nog 


eſlick, and altar of incenſe, and the other veſſels, that they 
le, We 
ate for 
Irayers 
1quiry 


in, or by the riſing of the duſt. And when he had gathered 
e multitude together. again, he ordained that they ſhould 
fer half a ſhekel for every man, as an oblation to God; 


20ught uch ſhekel is a piece among the Hebrews, and is equal to 


en are four Athenian drachmæ. Whereupon they readily obeyed 
1{cious Hut Moſes had commanded; and the number of the offer- 


r your His was fix hundred end five thouſand, five hundred and fifty. 
1 that Wor this money that was brought by the men that were free, 


in for Ws given by ſuch as were above twenty years old, but under 
perion ay; and what was collected was ſpent in the uſes of the ta- 
mony ernacle. 

| 3. Mosss- 
. BY * I: is well worth our obſervation, that the two principal qualifications 


euired ig this ſection, for the conſtitution of the fiſt high prieſt, viz. 
hat he ſhould have an excellent chara@zr, for virtuous and good actions; 
allo that he ſnould have the approvation of the peoole, are here noted 
br Joſephus, even where the nomination belonged to God himſelf, 
wicte ch are the very ſame qualifications which the Chriſtian religion re- 
me le res in the choice of Chriſtian biſhops, prieils, and deacons, as the apo- 

d ore W'lieal Conſtitutions inform us, B. II. ch. iii. 
v. J 5. his weight and value of the Jewiſh ſhekel, in the days of Joſephus, 
wits Nadal to about 2 *. 10 d. Sterling, is by the learned Jews owned to be 
| Teſt ne- fifth larger than were their old ſhekels: which determination agrees 
N. Wii&#ly with the remaining ſhekels that have Samariran inſcriptions, 
ng 11 Weed generally by Simon rhe Maccabce, about 230 years before Joſe- 
Ich. Mus publiſhed his Antiquities, which never weigh more than 28. 4 d. 
ulſpenny, and commonly but 2 8. 4 d. farthing. See Reland, De Nume 

, ar ituuorum, p. 188. 
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3. Moss now purified the tabernacle, and the pg 
which purification was performed after the following mam 
He commanded them to take five hundred ſheke!s of <g 
myrrh, an equal quantity of caſſia, and half the foregy 
weight of cinnamon, and calamus, (this laſt is a fort of in 


ſpice) to beat them ſmall,” and wet them with an hin Mer and * 
of olives, (an hin is our own country meaſure, and com io thin 
two Athenian choas, or conguiſes) then mix them tozaWſhongh it, 
and boil them, and prepare them after the art of the ap (h:wed 


ved it. 

6. Now 
the WO 
rouglut { 
dernacle 
d of the 
hat we d 
es; anc 
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arments 
abernac 


cary, and make them into a very ſweet ointment; and att 
ward to take it to anoint and to purify the prieſts themſch 
and all the tabernacle, as allo the facrifices. There wer 
fo many, and thoſe of various kinds of ſweet ſpices, chat. 
longed to the tabernacle, and ſuch as were of very gy 
price, and were brought to the golden altar of incen 
whoſe nature I do not now deſcribe, leſt it ſhould be tr 
bleſome to my readers. But * incenſe was to be offe 
twice a-day, both before fun-rifing and at ſun-ſetting. Th 
were allo to keep oil already purißed for the lamps; + the 
of which were to give aht all day long, upon the ſaci 
candleltick, before God, and ihe reſt were to be lighted 
the evening. 

4. Now all was ſiniſhed, Befſ:leel and Aholiah appeart 
to be the molt ſkilful of the werkmen ; for they 1nventt 
finer works than what others had done before them, and we 
of great abilities to gain notions of what they were formen il ince 
ignorant of; and of thee Baſaleel was judged to be the ins, ſla 
Now the whole time they were about this work was the He eigh 
terval of ſeven months; and atter this it was that was endgWanded 
the firſt year ſince their depwture out of Egypt. But at erding! 
beginning of the ſecend year, on the month Xanthicus: sto e: 
the Macedonians cal! it, but on the month Niſan, as the Had fo | 
brews call it, on the new moon, they conſecrated the tabei on th 
nacle, and all its veſicls, which I have already deſcribed, f its o-. 


5. Now God ſhewed himſelf pleafed with the work of ah of 
Hebrews, and did not permit their Jabours to be in vainltar. 
| i! 7. ly 


The incenſe was here offered; accordivg to Joſephus's opinion, man ar 
ſore ſun-xiſing, and at ſur-ſetting, But in the days of | Pompey, accct tnde: | 
ding to the ſame Joſephus, the ſacrifices were effered in the mort; 4 h 
and at the ninth hour. Antiq. B. XIV. ch. iv. § 3. vol. III. 4 , 6 

I Hence we may corre& the opinions of the modern Rabbins, wh Cod's 


foy, that only ce of the ſeven lamps burned in the duy-time, WIlcre the tv 
our Joſephus, an eye-witncls, ſays they were three. 
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17. VIII. 


did he diſdain to make ule of what they had made, but 
came and ſojourned with them, and pitched his taberna- 
in the holy houſe. And in the following manner did he 
ne to it: The ſky was clear, but there was a miſt over 
tabernacle only, encompaſſing it, but not with ſucha very 
ep and thick cloud as is ſeen in the winter ſeaſon, nor yet 
ſo thin an one as men might be able to diſcern any thing 
,ough it, but from it there dropped a ſweet dew, and ſuch 
hewed the preſence of God to thole that deſired and be- 
ved it. 
6. Now when Moſes had beſtowed ſuch honorary preſents 
the workmen, as it was fit they ſhould receive, who had 
rouglht ſo well, he offered ſacrifices in the open court of the 
dernacle, as God commanded him, a bull, a ram, and a 
d of the goats, for a ſin-offering. Now I ſhall ſpeak of 
hat we do in our ſacred offices in my diſcourſe about ſacri- 
es; and therein ſhall inform men in what caſes Moſes bid 
offer a whole burnt-offering, and in what caſes the law 
rmits us to partake of them as of food And when Mo- 
5 had ſprinkled Aaron's veſlments himſelf, and his ſons, 
ith the blood of the beaſts that were ſlain, and had purified 
dem with ſpring waters, and ointment, they became God's 
rieſts. After this manner did he conſecrate them, and their 
zrments for ſeven days together. The ſame he did to the 
abernacle, and the veſſels thereto belonging, both with oil 
| incenſed, as I ſaid, and with the blood of bulls, and of 
ams, ſlain day by day one, according to its kind. But on 
he eighth day he appointed a feaſt for the people, and com- 
anded them to offer ſacrifice according to their ability. Ace 
ordingly they contendad one with another, and were ambiti- 
us to exceed each other in the ſacrifices which they brought, 
nd ſo fulfilled Moſes's iujunctions. But as the ſacrifices lay 
don the altar, a ſudden fire was kindled from among them, 
fits own accord, and appeared to the fight like fire from a 
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Baſh of lightning, and conſumed whatloever was upon the 


altar, | | 
7. Hezeueow an, affliftion befel Aaron, conſidered as # 
man and a father, but was undergone by him with true forti- 
tude; for he had indeed a firmnels of foul in ſuch accidents, 
and he thought this calamity came upon him according to 
God's will: For whereas he had four ſons, as I ſaid before, 
the two elder of them, Nadab aud Abihu, did not being 
| Ole 


— — * — 
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thoſe facrifices which Moſes bad them bring, but which 


uſed to offer formerly, and were burnt to death. Now before, t 
the fire ruſhed upon them, and began to burn them, vg 90115 <5 ( 
could quench it. Accordingly they died in this man; Wes being 
And Moſes bid their father, and their brethren, to tak, chen G 
their bodies to carry them out of the camp, and to h ich Was! 
them magnificently. ow the multitude lamented them, bt me 

u were I 


were deeply affected at this their death, which ſo unexpe 
edly befel them, But Moles intreated their brethren, a 
their father, not to be troubled for them, and to prefer the 
honour of God, before their grief about them; for Aa 
bad already put on his ſacred garments. 

8. Bur Moles refuſed all that honour which he fi 1 
multitude ready to beltow upon him. and attended to nothin 
elſe but to the ſervice of God. He went no more uy 


tural to 1 


nes themſe 
ealing the 
vel | lay, t 
nes, alter a 
ern Rabb 


mount Sinai; but he went into the tabernacle, and broueiie't precee 
back anſwers from God to what he prayed for. His h (See. 
was alſo that of a private man; and in all other circun(l- . , 
E . nnect. at t 
ces he behaved him{clf like one of the common people, ns us, t. 
was deſirous to appear without dillinguithing himſelf from Wc: the day 
multitude, but would have it known that he did nothing els, bn 
but take care of them. He alſo ſet down in writing the HH tas 
of their government, and thoſe laws, by obedience where 1 
they would lead their lives ſo as to pleaſe God, and lo asf 33 
have no quarrels one among another. However, tte lam, inf 
he ordained were ſuch as God ſuggeſted to him: So I He (b<fi 
now diſcourſe concerning that form of government, and ti MI 
laws: | ſon of ki! 
9. I wit now treat of what I before omitted, the gr . 
ment of the high prieſt: For he | Moſes] ieft no room fle war 
the evil practices of { falſe] prophets: but it tome of that am. 
ſhould attempt to abuſe the divine authority, he.“ left it linde 
God to be preſent at his ſacrifices when he pleaſed, and whe tf goers 
he pleaſed to be abſent. And he was willing this ſhould | e 
known, not to the Hebrews only, but to thole foreigners M 41. xv. 
ſo who were there, For as to thoſe ones, + which we tog! « of 
| | "0 J. VOL, 
Of this ſtrange expreſſion, that Net left i d : : 1 
R * 8 , G; ft it to Ced to be preſent | wards e 
his facrifices when be pleaſed, and when he Plenfed to be abſent, tee H then a 


note on B. II. againſt Apion, 5 16. vol. VI. 

4 1 heſe anſwers by the oracle cf U;im and Thummin, which word 
ſignify light and perf: ion, or, as the Septuagint render them revel 
tion and truth, and denote nothing further, that! ſce, but the ſbinin 


ſto! 
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at we k 
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Book 


. VIII. Ir. 1 5 5 
bit 1 $1 
10 before, the high prieſt bare on his ſhoulders, which were 
„ no arxes (and I think it needleſs to deſcribe their nature, 
s man; Wes being known to every body), the one of them ſhined 
0 take Wt chen God was preſent at their ſacrifices, I mean that 
| to ech was in the nature of a button on his right ſhoulder, 
them, pet rays darting out thence, and being ſeen even by thoſe 


it were molt remote; which ſplendour yet was not before 
tural to the ſtone, This has appeared a wonderful thing 


to 


unexpe 
ren, af 
efer the 
OT Aan 
nes themſelves which were uſed in this method of 7/lumination, in 
% the will of God, after a pet and truc manner, to his people 


» Gia 
- © OI fay, theſe anſwers were not made by the ſhining of the precious 


o doll nes, alter an aukward manner, in the high prieſt's breaſt plate, as the 
OTE up ern Rabbins vainly ſuppoſe; for certainly the ſhining of the ſtones 
brougſ e precede or accompany the oracle without itſelf delivering that 
His hae, (Sce Antiq. B. VI. ch. vi. $ 4 vol. IL), but rather by an au- 


umts: 


op! ine. at the year 534. This oracle had been ſilent, as Joſephus here 
e, 


orms us, two hundred years before he wrote his Antiquities, or ever 


from ti: the days of the laſt good high prieſt of the family of the Macca- 
hing es, Jon Hyrcanus. Now it is here very well worth our obſervation, 
the fort the oracle beſore us was that by which God appeared to be preſent 
——_— and gave directions to his people Iſrael as their King, all the while 


er ſubmitted to him in that capacity; and did not ſet over them ſuch 
lependent kings as governed according to their own wills and political 
xims, inftead of divine directions. Accordingly we meet with this 
we (befides angelic and prophetic admonitions), all along from the 
of Moſes and Joſhua to the arfvinting of Saul, the firſt of the ſuc- 
ſon of kings, Numb. xxvii. 21. Jof. vi 6, &c. xix. 50. Judg. i. 1. 
W. 4, 5, 6, 30, 31. XxX. 18, 23, 20, 27, 28, xxi. I, &c. I Sam. i. I7, 
„iu. per tots iv. per tet. nay till Saul's rejection of the divine conmands 


| lo asf 
tte la 
o I <> 
1nd tho 
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oom 100 the war with Amalek, when he took upon him to act as he thought 
that o 1 5am. xiv. 3, 18, 19, 36, 37, then this oracle left Saul entirely, 
eft it in indeed he had ſeldom conſulted before, x Sau xiv. 35. I Chron, 
TY xiii. 3. Antiq. B. VII. ch. iv. $ 2. vol. II.), and accompanied 


wid, who was anointed to ſucceed him, and who conſulted God by 
frequently, and complied with its directions conſtantly, I Sam. iv. 
ners 1. xv. 26, xxii. 13, 15. Axiii. 9, IO. xxx, 7, 8, 18. 2 Sam. ii. 
we tog. 19, 23, xxi. I. xxiii. 14. 1 Chron. xiv. 10, 14. Antiq. B. VI. ch. xii, 
yo 5. vol. II. Saul indeed, long aſter his rejection by God, and when 

od had given him up to deſtruction for his diſobedience, did once af- 

e SMwards endeavour to conſult God, when it was too late; but God would 
„ . then anſwer him, neither by Dreams, nor by Urim, nor by Prophets, 
a. xxviii. 6. Nor did any af David's ſucceſſors the kings of Judah, 

ch wor at we know of, conſult God by this oracle, till the very Babyloniſh 
(© Mitivity itſelf. when thoſe kings were at an end, they taking upon 
; ſhinin em, I ſuppoſe, too much of deſpotic power and royalty, and too little 
ſtou ting the God of Iſrael for the ſupreme King of Iſrael, though a few of 
m cenſulted the prophets ſometimes, aud were anfwered by OO 
* 
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lc voice from the mercy-ſeat between the cherubims See Prideau's + 
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to ſuch as have not ſo far indulged themſelves in plittoſopl 
as to deſpiſe Divine Revelation. Yet will I mention 1 
is {{11] more wonderful than this: For God declared beg 
band, by thoſe twelve ſtones which the high prieſt bar, 
his bregit, and which were twlerted into his breaſt-plate, uh 
they ſhould be victorious in battle; for lo great a ſplen 
ſloue forth from them before the army began to march, d 
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. . NY O 
At the return of the two tribes, without the return of kingly ror bow $0 


ment, the reſtoration of this oracle was expected, Neh. vii. 65. 1] ov +90) 
v. 40. 1. Mace. iv. 46. xiv. 41. And indeed it may ſeem to have fffrder bei 
reſtored for ſome time after the Babylonith captivity, at leaſt in thes 70d now 
of that excellent high prieft John Hyrcanus, whom Joſephus eſtee ces ANC 
as a King, a Pric/t, and a Prophet ; and who, he ſays, furetoid ex dati 
things that came to paſs accordingly: but about the time of his death, e = 
here implies, that tbis oracle que ceaſed, and not before. "Te uf better 
ing ligh prieſts now putting diadems on their heads, ard ruling acc ome as 
ing to their own will, and by their own authority, like the other! them 
of the Pagan countries about them; ſo that white the God of Incl. F 0 
allowed to be the ſupreme King of Ifrael, and his directions to be d _ 
authentic guides, God gave them ſuch diections, as their ſupre gon and 
King and governor; and they were properly under a thera, arried | 
this oracle of Urim, but no longer, (iee Dr. Berrard's notes beg every he 
though I contels I cannot but eſteem the high prieſt Jaddus's din boon, o 
dream, Antiq. B. XI. ch. viii. C 4. vol. II. and the high prieſt Carb = 
molt remarkable prophecy, John xi. 482. as two ſmall remains ene bow 
ſpecimens of this ancient oracle, which properly belonged to the Juni dted the 
high prieſts: Nor perhaps ovght we entirely to forget that eminent end the 
phetic dream of our juſ-jhus himſeli, (one next to an high prieſt, a they uf 
the family ot the Ajamoneans or Maccabecs), as to the ſucceſſion ( 
Velpuſian and "Titus to the Roman empire, and that in the ds 0-2 yo 
Nero, and before either Galba, Otho, or Vitellius, were thought d for a W 
ſucceed him. Of the war, B. III. ch. viii. f 9. vol. V. This I lol tins. 
may well be looked on as the very laſt inſtance of any thing like the other . 
phetc Ui amoaug the ſewiſl: nation, and juit preceded their fatal d bulls p 
tolation : Put how it could poſfibly come to pets, that ſuch great me! * 
Sir John Marſt.am, and Dr. Spenſer, ſhould imagine that this orack e $0: 
Vrim and Thi nn, with other practices as cld or older than the la ficing. 
Moſes, ſhould have been ordained in imitaticn of ſomewhat like er up 
among the Egy; ins, which we never hear of till the days of Diodon learne 
Siculus, A lian, and Maimonides, or little earlier than the Chriſt 

ra at the higheſt, is almoſt uneccountable ; while the main buſinebt be We 
the law of Mole was evidently to preſerce the Iſraelites from the ial vited | 
latrous and ſuperſtitious practices of the neighbouring Pagan nation] ſerved 
and while it is ſo undeniable, that the evidence for the great artiqm if of Go 
of Moeſes“s law is incomparably beyond that for the like or greater ant] 18 
quity ot iuch cuſtoms in Egypt or other nations, which indeed is gens I ˖ 8 
rally none at all, it is moſt abſurd to derive any of Moſes's laws fro or in 


* 


the imitatiom of thoſe heethen practices. Such hypotheſis demonſtrat 
to us, how far zeigt, can prevail over evidence, in even ſome of 1 
moſt learned part of mankind. 
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the people were ſenſible of God's being preſent for their 

Tiance, Whence it came to paſs that thoſe Greeks, who 

id a veneration for our laws, becauſe they could not poſſi- 

le contradict this, called that breaſt-plate the Orecle. Now 

Lis brealt-plate, and this ſardonyx, left off ſhining two hun- 

Ired years before I compoſed this book, God having been 

liſpleaſed at the tranſgreſſion of his laws. Of which things 

e (hall further diſcourſe on a fitter opportunity; but I will 
ow go on with my propoſed narration. 

10. The taberngcle being now conſecrated and a regular 
der being ſettled for the prieſts, the multitude judged that 
70d now dwelt among them, and betook themſelves to ſacri- 
ces and praiſes to God, as being now delivered from all 
xoectation of evils, and as entertaining an hopeful proſpect 
pf better times hereafter, They offered alſo giſts to God, 
ome as common to the whole nation, and others as peculiar 
o themſelves, and theſe tribe by tribe; for the heads of the 
tribes combined together, two by two, and brought a wag - 
gon and a yoke of oxen. Theſe amuunted to fix, and they 
arried the tabernacle when they journeyed. Belides which, 
every head of a tribe brought a bowl, and a charger, and a 
ſpoon, of ten darics, full of incenſe, Now the charger and 
the bow] were of ſilver ; and together they weighed two hun- 
dted ſhekels, but the bowl cot no more than ſeventy ſhekels; 
and theſe were full of fine flour mingled with on, ſuch as 
they uſed on the altar about the ſacrifices. They brought al- 


ſo a young bullock, aad a ram. with a lamb of a year old, 


for a whole burnt- offering; as alſo a goat, for the forgiveneſs 
of ins. Every one of the heads of the tribes brought alſo 
other ſacrifices, called Peace-offerings, for every day two 
bulls, and five rams, with lambs of a year old, and kids of 
the goats. Theſe heads of tribes were twelve days in ſacri- 
ficing. one ſacrificing every day. No Moles went no long- 
er up to mount Sinai. but went into the tabernacle, and 
learned of God what they were (0 do, and what laws ſhould 
be made ; which laws were preferable to what have been de- 
riſed by human underſtanding, and proved to be firmly ob- 
ſerved for all time to come, as being believed to be the gift 
of God; inſomuch, that the Hebrews did not trauſgteſs any 
of thoſe laws, either as tempted in times of peace by luxury, 
or in times of war by diſtreſs of affairs, But I ſay no more 

Vor. I. O | here 
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here concerning them, becauſe I have reſolved to compi 
another work concerning our laus. 


„ 3 

. 8 + nite 
The nature of our offering ſacrifices, lo bring 
Fr. J Will now however make mention of a fewo ww 
laws, which belong to purifications, and the lie > 
cred offices, ſince I am accidently come to this matter of i” * 
crifices. Theſe ſacrifices were of two ſorts: of thoſe ſon of F 
one was offered for private perſons, and the other for the ye 3 2 
ple in general; and they are done in two different ways: rg 
the one caſe what is ſlain is burnt, as a whole burnt-offcring op en 
whence that name is given to it: but the other is a thank. Er 2 
fering, and is deſigned for feaſting thoſe that (ſacrifice. I gil 45 au 
ſneak of the former. Suppoſe a private man offer a burt " 8 
offering, he muſt ſlay either a bull, a lamb. cr a kid of thy , 1 
goats, and the two latter of the firſt year, though of bulls b + = 
is permitted to ſacriſice thole of a greater age; but all burnt . 


offerings are to be of males. When they are ſlain, the prief | 
ſprinkle the blood round about the altar; they then cleans 
the bodies, and divide them into parts, and ſalt them with 
falt, and lay them upon the altar, while the pieces of word 
are piled one upon another, and the fire is burning: ity 
next cleanſe the feet of the ſacrifices. and the inwards, in 
un accurate manner, and ſo lay them to the reit to he purged 
by the fire, while the prieſts receive the hides. 'T his is the 
way of offering a burnt-offering. 

2. But thoſe that offer thank-offerings, do indeed ſzcri- 
fice the ſame creatures, but ſuch as are unblemiſhed, and 
above a year old; however, they may take either males or fe- 
males They allo ſprinkle the altar with their blood; but 
they lay npon the altar the kidneys, and the caul, and all the 
fat, and the lobe of the liver, together with the rump ot tlc 
lamb; then, giving the breaſt, ard the right ſhoulder, to the 
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prieſts, the offerers feaſt upon the remainder of the fleſh tc "eb, 

two days; and what remains they burn. is {1:26 
3. The ſacrifices for ſins are offered in the ſame manner = 

as is the thank-offering. But thoſe who are unable to pur- * 


chaſe complete ſacrifices, offer two pigeons, or turtle doves; Ml. 
the one of which is made a burnt-offeting to God, the other Ml :, | 
they give as food for the prieſts. But we ſhall treat more ac- Ml + 0: 
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xrately about the oblation of theſe creatures in our diſcourſe 
orccraing ſacrifices. But if a perſon fall into in by ig no 
ace, he offers an ewe lamb. or female kid of the goats, 1 
» (ame age; and the prieſts ſprinkle the blood at the altar, 
+ aſter the former manner, but at the corners of it. They 
{> bring the kidneys, and the reſt of the tat, tozether with 
be lobe of the liver, to the altar, while the priet ts bear aw: 15 
u hides, and the fleſh, and ſend it in the holy place “ on 
he {ime day; for the law does not permit them to leave of 
umil the morning. But if any one fin, and is conſcious 
Ven himſelf, but hath no body that can prove it upon him, 
fers a rain, the law enjoiaing him ſo to do; the fleſh of 


Com py 


*W of gn 
e like {, 
ter of (; 
ole fort 
' the peo 


re nich the prieſts eat, as before, in the holy place, on the 
hauke day. And if the rulers offer ſacrifices for their fins, 

. 1 hey he the ſame oblations that private men do; only they 
\ bur i far differ, that they are to bring for facrifices a bull, or a 
Jof 1.8 of the goats, both males, ny 

bulls h 4. Now the law requires, both in private and public ſacri- 
1 burr scss, that the fineſt flour be alſo brought; for a lamb the 
e prief ncaſure of one tenth deal, for a ram two, and for a bull 


hree. This they conlecrate upon the altar, when it is ming- 
Id with oil; for oil is allo vrought by thoſe that ſacrifice, 
for a bull the half of an hin, -and for a ram a third part of 
he ſame meaſure, and one quarter of it for a lamb. This 


| Cleanſe 
m with 
of wood 


r : (iti... 1 : 

TY 2 kin is an ancient Hebrew mealure, and is equivalent to two 
purgel Athenian chaos [or congiules]. They bring the lame quan- 

: tity of oil which they do of wine, and they pour the wine 


about the altar; but if any one does not offer a complete ſa- 

en. Delice of animals, but brings fine flour only for a vow, he 
d, and throws an handful upon the altar as its firit fruits, while the 
« or fe- kricits take the reit for their food, either boiled, or mingled 
d; but Wizu oil, but made into cakes of bread. But whatloever it. 
be lat a prieſt himſelf offers, it muit of neceſſity be all burnt. 


all the | 
to the 
ein * What Reland well obſerves here, out of Joſephus, as compared 


wich the law of Moſes, Levit. vii. 15. (that the eating of the facruice 
e day It was offered, ſeems to mean only before the morning of 
1anner WM t n-4t, although the latter part, i. e. the night, be in ſtrictneſs part 
0 pur. the ert day, according to the Jewith reckani ag), is greatly to be oh- 
loves; Wed vpor other occaſions allo, The jewilh maxim, in ſuch caſes, it 
Kerns, is this, that che day goes leere. he night ; and this appears to me 
other to: tc language both of the Old and New i'2tament. See alfo the 
re aC- Bl tt 01 1 2 B. IV. ch. iv. 4. and Retand's note on B. IV. ch. viit 
do 
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Now the law forbids us to ſacrifice any animal at the f. 
time with its dam; and in other caſes, not till the © gh 
day after its birth. Other ſacrifices there are alſo appoint, 


for eſcaping diſtempers, or for other occaſions, in which . Cp * 
offerings are conſumed. together with the animals that re ſp" © © 
crificed z of which it is not lawful to leave any part ti] i pitch 8 
next day, only the prieſts ate to take their own ſhare, ol 
ſo, that 

en AN X me to ti 

Concerning the feſtivals; ard how each day of ſuch fe oe 
7s to be obſerved, | 3 

e tand 

$ 1. THE Jaw requires, that out of the public expent _ 
a lamb of the firit year be killed every day,; _ _ 

the beginning, and at the ending of the day; but on tl... :.. 11. 
ſeventh day, which is called the Sabbath, they kill two, an "T7 
ſacrifice them in the ſame manner. At the new moon, the we a 
both perform the daily ſacrifices, and flay two bulls, will... :1.- 
{even lambs of the firſt year, and a kid of the goats alſo, fo 3 till 
the expiation of fins; that is, if they have ſinned throuy | Lk 
Ignorance. "FF 
2. Bur on the ſeventh month, which the Macedonia got t 
call Hyperberetens, they-make an addition to thoſe alread * 
mentioned, and ſacrifice a bull, a ram, and ſeven lambs, and "a tal 
a kid of the goats, for fins. Io 
3. On the tenth day of the ſame lunar month, they fe I * 
till the evening; and this day they ſacrifice a bull, and two: 3 
rams, and ſeven lambs, and a kid of the goats, for fins, MY 
And beſides theſe, they bring two kids of the goats; the oneWll-.....+; 
of which is ſent alive out of the limits of the camp into the . 
wilderneſs for the ſcape goat, and to be an expiation for te H ot 
fins of the whole multitude ; but the other is brought into: M ug 
lace of great cleanneſs, within the limits of the camp, ande che 
is there burnt, with its ſkin, without any fort of cleanſvg M1. 0 
With this goat was burnt a bull. not brought by the people, Ml 56 
but by the high prieſt, at his own charges; which, when i zin the 


was flain, he brought of the blood into the holy place, toge- days t 
ther with the blood of the kid of the goats, and ſprinkled Ml NO 
the ceiling with his finger ſeven times, as alſo its pavement, 
and again as often toward the I moſt} holy place. and about 
the golden altar: He allo at laſt brings it into the open court, 
and ſpriukles it about the great altar, Beſides this, they et 
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> extremities, and the kidneys, and the fat, with the lobe 
the liver, upon the altar. The high prieſt likewile pre- 
Lic a ram to God, as a burnt offering. 

4. Upon the fiitcenth day of the ſame month, when the 
nn of the year is changing for winter, the law enjoins us 
pitch tabernacles in every one of our houles, fo that we 
cferve ourſelves from the cold of that time of the year: as 

ſo, that when we ſhall arrive at our own country, and 

Mme to that city that we thould have then for our metro- 

lis, becauſe of the temple therein to be built, and keep # 

tival for eight days, aud offer butnt-offerings, and ſacri- 

e thank offerings, that we ſhould then carry in our hands 

branch of myrtle, and willow, and a bough of the palm- 

te. wich the addition of the pomecitron. That the burnt- 

F-rinaz on the firſt of thoſe days was to be a ſacriſice of thir- 

en bulls, and fourteen lambs, and fifteen rams, with the ad- 

tion of a kid of the goats, as an explation for fins : and on 

ne following days the fame number of lambs, and of rams, 

th the kids of the goats; but abating one of the bulls every 
hy, ti they amounted to ſeven only. On the eight day 
|| work was laid afide, and then, as we ſaid before, they ſa- 
riiced to God a ballock, a ram, and ſeven lambs, with a 
id of the goats, for an expiation of ſins. And this is the 
xccultomed ſolemnity of the Hebrews, when they pitch 
ic tabernacles, 

5 In the month of Xanthicus, which is by us called Ni- 
an, and is the begianing of our year, on the fourteenth day 
ot the lunar month, when the ſun is in Aries, (for on this 

month it was that we were delivered from bondage under the 
Lgyptians), the law ordained, that we ſhould every year ſlay 
that lacrifice which | before told you we flew when we came 
cut of Egypt, and which was called the Paſſover: And fa 
do we celebrate this paſſover in companies, leaving nothing 
ef what we ſacrifice till the day following. The feaſt of un- 
leavened bread ſucceeds that of the paſſover, and falls on the 
fiteenth day of the month, and continues ſeven days, where- 
in they feed on unleavened bread z on every one of whicl 
days two bulls are killed, and one ram, and ſeven lambs. 
Now theſe lambs are entirely burnt, beſides the kid of the 
goats, which is added to all the reſt, for ſins; for it is in- 
tended as a feaſt for the prieſt on every one of thole days. 
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Now the law forbids us to ſacrifice any animal at the f. 
time with its dam ; and in other caſes, not till the eh 
day after its birth. Other ſacrifices there are alſo appoiny 
for eſcaping diſtempers, or for other occafions, in which me; 
offer ings are conſumed. together with the animals that aret 
crificed; of which it is not lawful to leave any part uit 
next day, only the prieſts are to take their own ſhare, 
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Concerning the feſtivals; and how each day of ſuch f 15 
15 fo be obſerved, _ ok 

e tant 

di. THE law requires, that out of the public expenct 3 
a lamb of the firſt year be killed every day, e o 

the beginning, and at the ending of the day; but on th pulls 
ſeventh day, which is called the Sabbath, they kill two, ar Un * 
ſacrifice them in the ſame manner. At the new moon, . nos 
both perform the daily ſacrifices, and flay two bulls, vi te 
ſeven lambs of the firſt year, and a kid of the goats alſo, H +: 1 | 
the expiation of fins ; that is, if they have finned throg ..oi; 
Ignorance. Need © 
2. Bur on the ſeventh month, which the Macedonia: of th 
call Hyperberetens, they-make an addition to thoſe alres ufo 
mentioned, and ſacrifice a bull, a ram, and ſeven lambs, Heir tab 
a kid of the goats, for fins. 5. In 
3. On the tenth day of the ſame lunar month, they f. in, and 


till the evening; and this day they ſacrifice a bull, and tut 
rams, and ſeven lambs, and a kid of the goats, for fins 
And beſides theſe, they bring two kids of the goats; the one 
of which is ſent alive out of the limits of the camp into the 
wilderneſs for the ſcape goat, and to be an expiation for the 
fins of the whole multitude ; but the other is brought into 

lace of great cleanneſs, within the limits of the camp, and 
is there burnt, with its ſkin, without any ſort of cleanſing 
With this goat was burnt a bull. not brought by the people 
but by the high prieſt, at his own charges; which, when it 
was {lain, he brought of the blood into the holy place, toge- 
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ther with the blood of the kid of the goats, and ſprinkled N 
the ceiling with his finger ſeven times, as allo its pavement, 
and again as often toward the | moſt} holy place. and about 
the golden altar: He alſo at laſt brings it into the open court, 
and ſprinkles it about the great altar. Beſides this, they ſet 
1 the 
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extremities, and the kidneys, and the fat, with the lobe 
the liver, upon the altar, The high prieſt likewile pre- 
ts a ram to God, as a burnt offering. 

„Upon the filteenth day of the fame month, when the 


it the ſ; 
appoint, 


hat are ba of the year is changing for winter, the law enjoins us 
art 11] ich tavernacles in every one of our houſes, lo that we 
Yare, ſerve ourtelves from the cold of that time of the year: as 
„that when we ſhall arrive at our own country, and 
me to that city that we ſhould have then for our metro- 
ih full ls, becaule of the temple therein to be built, and keep a 
_ So ival for eight days, and offer butnt-offerings, and ſacri- 
| e thank offerings, that we ſhould then carry in our hands 
expend branch of myrtle, and willow, and A bough of the palm- 
y day Wc. cf te addition of the pomecitron. That the burnt- 
ut on ale on the frit of thoſe days was to be a ſacrifice of thir- 
two. ils. and fourteen lambs, and fifteen rams, with the ad- 
ef la kid of the goats, as an expiation for ſins: and on 
2 e tolliowing days the ſame number of lambs, and of rams, 
— the kids of the goats; but abating one of the bulls every 
_ ti! they amounted to feven only. On the eight day 
through work was laid afide, and then, as we ſaid before, they ſa- 
 , , Miiccd to God a bullock, a ram, and ſeven lambs, with a 
edoni of the goats, for an expiation of ſins. And this is the 
* alresditudomed ſolemnity of the Hebrews, when they pitch 
abs, ae tabernacles. 
bey f 5 In the month of Xanthicus, which is by us called Ni- 


an, and is the beginning of our year, on the fourteenth day 
{tne lunar month, when the ſun is in Aries, (for on this 
nth it was that we were delivered from bondage under the 
Eryptians), the law ordained, that we ſhould every year ſlay 
dad lacrifice which | before told you we flew when we came 
cut of Egypt, and which was called the Paſſover: And fa 
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a into M we celebrate this paſſover in companies, leaving nothing 
2 o what we facrifice till the day following. The feaſt of un- 
-anſin 


lavened bread ſucceeds that of the paſſover, and falls on the 


peopleaneench day of the month, and continues ſeven days, where- 
when "Wis they feed on unleavened bread ; on every one of which 
4 x days two bulls are killed, and one ram, and ſeven lambs. 
nec Now theſe lambs are entirely burnt, beſides the kid of the 
rw; goats, Which is added to all the reſt, for fins; for it is in- 
. tended as a feaſt for the prieſt on every one of thoſe days. 


ey ſet | 0.3 | Bur 
the | 


* - - S 

* * þ . +. 2 

- 2 — — 2 — 

_w — - , ay = - - 
.  » ot . © — - 
- - LAS. : - ** * - - 
n * 2 - a. 
ron IT) *. * * * 
- 
— — 18 — * 


r rr 8 


rr 


—4 —ͤ— z 


x 
a _ — —_— 
PO Ss we — 
* „%%% 
_— 2 r : 


_ * * N 
— 
— — 
—” ww” ——ů —„- 


162 ANTIQUITIES OF bon 


But on the ſecond day of unleavened bread, which ix 1 
ſixteenth day of the month, they firſt partake of the fry 
of the earth, for before that day they do not touch thy 
And while they ſuppoſe it proper to honour God. from why 
they obtain this plentiful proviſion, in the firſt place, they g 
fer the firſt fruits of their barley, and that in the manner i 
lowing: They take an handful of the ears, and dry then 
then beat them ſmall, and purge the barley from the bra 
they then bring one tenth deal to the altar, to God; u 
caſting one handful of it upon the fire, they leave the reſt { 
the uſe of the prieſts. And after this it is that they m 
publicly or privately reap their harveſt. They alſo at th 
participation of the firit fruits of the earth, ſacrifice a lan 
as a burnt-:Mering to God. 

6. When a week of weeks has paſſed over after this ſac 
fice, (which weeks contain forty and nine days). on the ff 
tieth day, which is Penteco!}, but is called by the Hebrey 
Aſartha, which ſignifies Pentecgſt. they bring to God a loaf 
made of wheat flour, of two tenth deals, with leaven ; an 
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for ſacrifices they bring two lambs: and when they have cnl'®*'") © 
preſented them to God, they are made ready for ſupper them 
the prieſts; nor is it permitted to leave any thing of them ii ther cu 
the day following. They allo ſlay three bullocks for a but the) 
offering, and two rams; and fourteen lambs, with two kid ad bee! 
of the goats for ſins; nor is there any one of the feſtivals bu . He 
in it they offer burnt-offerings : They alſo allow themſelves night b. 
4 0o reſt on every one of them. Accordiagly the law preſcrib n fre 
in them all what kinds they are to ſacrifice; and how they ecaßon 
are to reſt entirely, and mutt flay facrifices, in order to fealt _—_ 
dur loo 


upon them, 
7. However, out of the common charges baked hread,8W* ©! 
Fwas ſet on the table of ſhew-bread], without leaven, of © <2 
twenty four tenth deals of flour, for ſo much is ſpent upon ell: of 
this bread: Two heaps of theſe were baked; they were tak- be fat 
en the day before the Sabbath, but were brought into the 3. 1 
holy place on the morning of the Sabbath, and ſet upon the ed wit] 
holy table, fix on an heap, one loaf ſtill ſtanding over againſt . tl 
another; where two golden cups full of frankincenſe were al- bad th 
ſo ſet upon them, and there they remained till another Sab- ke lool 
bath, and then other loaves were brought in their ſtead. while 
the loaves were given to the prieſts for their food, and the . __ 
frankincenſe was burnt in that ſacred fire wherein all theirol- WW... A. 
ſerings Nude i 
been 
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ich js es were burnt alſo; and ſo other frankincenſe was ſet 
the fru 1 the loaves inſtead of what was there before. The 
ich the eb] prieſt alſo, of his own charges, offered a ſacrifice, and 
'om who: twice every day. It was made of flour, mingled with 
e, they g and gently baked by the fire; the quantity was one tenth 
anner of flour; he brought the half of it to the fire in the mor- 
Iry then, and the other half at night. The account of theſe ſa- 
the bru ces 1 ſhall give more accurately hereafter ; but I think I 
Jod; ee premiſed what for the preſent may be ſuſficicat con- 
he reſt &rcing them. 

they ma 

o at thi ee XI. 


e A lamh 


Of the Purifications, 
bis fact 


1 the .. OSES took out the tribe of Levi from commu- 


Hebrex nicating with the reit of the people, and ſet 
>d a lea em apart to be an holy tribe; and purified them by water, 
en; πlo en from perpetual ſprings, and with ſuch ſacrifices as were 
ia ve onW/ually offered to God on the like occaſions. He delivered 


> them alſo the tabernacle, and the ſacred veſſels, and the 


pper ; 

them ber curtains which were made for covering the tabernacle, 
a bum at they might miniſter under the conduct of the prieſts, who 
wo Kd been alreidy conſgcrated to God. 


vals bu 2. He alſo determined concerning animals; which of them 
emſelve isht be uſed for food, and which they were obliged to ab- 
-eſcribeMſiain from: Which mattcis, when this work ſhall give me 
w theyWccabon, ſhall be farther explained; and the cauſes ſhall be 


dded, by which he was moved to allot ſome of them to be 
ur food, and enjoined us to abſtain from others However, 


to feat 


hread Me entirely forbad us the uſe of blood for food, and eſtee med 
ven, afl to contain the ſoul and ſpirit. He alſo forbad us to eat the 
at upon {Well of an animal that died of itſelf; as allo the caul, and 
re tak. Ne fat of goats, and ſhuep, and bulls. 2 : 
to the 3. He allo ordered, that thoſ: whoſe bodies were afflict- 
don the ed with leproſy, and that had a gonorrhaa, ſhould not come 


into the * city: ney, he removed the women, when they 


again 


ere al. Wb:d their natural purgations. till the ſeventh day; after woich, 
r Sab. Mc looked on them as pure, and permitted them to come in 
while again, 
d the | 

jeirol. * We may here note, that Joſephus frequently calls the camp the 


Cite, and the court of the Moſaic tabernacle a Tepe, and the taber- 
mcle itſelf an Yoly Horſe, with alluſion to the later city, temple, and holy 
bite, which he knew lo well long aſterwards. 
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again. The law permits thoſe alſo who have taken care q 
funerals to come in after the ſame manner, when this nun 
ber of days is over; but if any continued longer than th, 
number of days in a ſtate of pollution, the law appointed th 
offering two lambs for a ſacrifice; the one of which they 
to purge by the fire, and for the other the prieſis take i 
for themſelves. In the ſame manner do thole ſacrifice 8 
have had the gonorrhea. But he that ſheds his feed in his 
ſleep, if he goes down into cold water, he has the fame pg. 
vilege with thoſe that have lawfully accompanied with th 
wives. And for the lepers, he ſuffered them not to come in, 
to the city at all, nor to live with any cthers, as if thy 
were in eif-& dead perſons; but if any one had obtaine 
by prayer to God, the recovery from that diſtemper, and ly 
gained a healthful complexion again, ſuch an one return 
thanks to God, with ſeveral forts of facrifices : conceriing 
which we will ſpeak hereafter, | 
4. Whence one cannot but ſmile at thoſe who ſay, that 
Moſes was himſelf aftlictcd with the leproſy, when he fl 
out of Egvpt; and that he became the conductor of thef 
who on that account left that country, and led them in! 
the land of Canaan : For had this been true, Moſes would 
not have made theſe laws to his own diſhonour, which in. 
deed it was more likely he would have oppoſed, if others het 
endeavoured to introduce them, and this the rather, becauſe 
there are lepers in maay n:tions, who yet are in honour, and 
not only free from reproach and avoidance, but who hav 
been great captains of armies, and been intruſted with high 
oihces in the commonwealth z and have had the privilege of 
entering into holy places and temples : So that nothing bin- 
dere. but if either M-fes himſelf, or the multitude that was 
with; him had beea liable to ſuch a misfortune, in the c0- 
Hur or his ſK n, he might have made laws about them tor 
their credit aud advantage, and have laid no manner of dick. 
culty upon them. Accordingly it is a plain caſe, that it is 
out of violent prejudice only that they report theſe things 
about us. But Aloſes was pure from any ſuch diſtemper; 
and lived with countrymen who were pure of it alfo, and 
t icnce made the laws which concerned others that had the 
diiiemper. He did this for the honour of God. But as to 


theſe matters, lat every one conſider them after what manner 
he pleaſcs. 
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A. XI. 


. As to the women, when they have born a child, Mo- 
ſorbad them to come into the temple, or touch the ſa— 
dees, before forty days were over, {uppoling it be a boy; 
if the hath born a girl, the Jaw 1s that the cannot be ad- 
ned be fore twice that number of days be over. And when 
er the before mentioned time appointed for them, they 
orm their ſacrifices, the prieſts diſtribute them before 


Od. 
6. But if any one ſuſpe that his wife has been guilty of 
iltery, he was to bring a tenth deal of barley flour; they 
-n caſt one handful to God, and gave the reſt of it to the 
els, for food. One of the prieſts ſet the woman at the 
tes that are turned towards the temple, and took the vail 
om her head, and wrote the name of God in parchment, 
d enjoined her to ſwear, that ſhe had not at all injured her 
ſand; and to wiſh, that if ſhe had violated her chaſtt- 
her right thigh might be put out of joint; that her belly 
icht ſwell, and that ſhe might die thus: but that if her 
band, by the violence of his affection, and of the jealouſy 
hich aroſe from it, had been raſhly moved to this ſuſpicion 
it ſhe might bear a male child on the tenth month. Now 
hen theſe oaths were over, the prieſt wiped the name of 
od out of the parchment, an wrung the water into a vial, 
e alſo took ſome duſt out of the temple, if any happened 
obe there, and put a little of it into the vial, and gave it 
er to drink; whereupon the woman, if ſhe were unjullly 
ceuſed, conceived with child, and brought it to perfection 
n her womb: But if ſhe had broken her faith of wedlock 
o her huſband, aud had ſworn falſely before God, ſhe died 
0a reproachful manner; her thigh fell off from her, and 
ter belly ſwelled with a dropſy. And theſe are the ceremo- 
ies about ſacrifices, and about the purification+ thereto be- 
onging, which Moſes provided for his countrymen. He al- 
o preſcribed the following laws to them. 


CHAP. XII. 


Several Laws. 


{1. AS for adultery, Moſes forbad it entirely, as eſteem- 

ing it an happy thing that men ſhould be wile 
in the affairs of wedlock ; and that it was profitable both 
to cities and families, that children ſhould be known to be 


genuine. He alſo abhorred mens lying with their mothers, 
as 
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je, XII. 
8. And 


gas wer 
lived n 
5 theyen 


o vy - 0 
as one of the greateſt crimes; and the like for lying withy 
Tather's wife, aud with aunts, and filters, and ſoa's win 
as all inſtances of abominable wickednels. He alſo fon 


a man to lie with his wife when ſhe was defiied by her nw 


+4; 


Tal purgation : and not to come ncar orute beaſts, nor ton 


prove of the lying wich a male, which was to hunt a:tcr a ihe | 
lawtul piealurcs on account of beauty. To thoſe ho Wel m ploup 
guilty ot ſuch inlolent behaviour, he ordained death (fMeccribed 
their puniſhment. Jordete 
2 As for the prieſts, he preſcribed to them a * Coe carth | 
degree of purity ; for he reſtrained them in the 1nftznces asking 
bove, and moreover forbad them to marry harlots. He «SMWntrvme 
forbad them to marry a ſlave. or a captive, and ſuch sd 
their living by cheating trades, and oy keeping inns: as ate fift 
a woman parted from her huſband on any occafion whatlMecvre ws - 
ver. Nay. he did not think it proper for the high prici Hits, and 
marry even the widow of one that was dead, though he eech th 
lowed that to the prieſts, but he permitted him only to ma , law: 
a virgin, and to retain her. Whence it is that the hioMWciihed | 
prieſt is not to come near to one that is dead, although the land 
are not prohibited from coming near to their brethren, ori hen th. 
rents, or children, when they are dead, but they are to bit ſold 
unblemiſhed in all reſpects. He ordered, that the prieſ e an 
who had any blemilh, ſhould have his portion indeed amo te o 
the prieſts, but he forbad him to aGend the altar, or to He fruits 
ter into the holy houſe, He alſo enjoined them, not only tf that f 
obſerve purity in their ſacred minittrations, but in their diere tha 
converſation, that it might be unblameable alſo. And offer own 
this account it is, that thoſe who wear the ſacerdotal garWhid to | 
ments are without ſpot, and eminent for their purity and d out. 
briety : nor are they permitted to drink wine ſo long as the inguit 
wear + thole garments. Moreover, they oer lacrifices Hue lav 
are entire, and have no defect whatſoever. Mages 
3. Aa cit1 
* Theſe words of Joſephns's are remarkable, that the lawgiver He 
the Jews required of the praefts a due degree of prrity, in comparilog cale ; 
of that required of the people ; of which he gives leveral inſtances imm hoy * 
diately, It was for certain the caſe alſy among the firſt Chriſtians, Mes wel 
the c/er'g 1, in compariſon of the atty, as the apoſtolical conſtitutions a wur 
canons every where inform us. 
by We muſt here note with Reland, that the precept given to th . 
prieſts not drin king wine, while they wore the ſacred garments, is equi 4. N 


valent to their ab{tinence from it all the While they miniſtered iner, N 
temple, becauſe they then always, andthenonly, wore thoſe lacred garmen i think 
which were laid up there from one time of muuitraticn to another. 
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T with | 
0's v.82. And truly Moſes gave them all theſe precepts, being 
119 fork 14s were obſerved during his own lifetime. But though 
her nav lived now in the wiiderneſs, yet did he make proviſion 
norte they might obſerve the fame laws when they thould have 
tan rache land of Canaan : He gave then reſt to the land 
v.10 weeio ploughing and planting every ſeventh year, as he had 
death ied to them to ret from working every ſeventh day; 
Jordered, that then what grew of its own accord out of 
eth chould in common belong to all that pleated to uſe 
making no diſtiudtion in that reſpe& between their own 
ntrymen aud foreigners: and he ordaintd, that the 
ud do the ſame after ſeven times ſeven years, which in 
are fifty years: And that fiftieth year is called by the 
ehrews the Jubilee. wherein debtors are freed from their 
dts, and flaves are ſet at liberty; which 4laves became ſuch, 
eh they were of the ſame ſtock, by tranſgreſſing ſome of 
ofe laws whote puniſhment was not capital, but they were 
red by this method of tlavery., this year allo reſtores 
h the tee land to its fo: mer poſſctirs in the manner following: 
en, or ben the Jubilee is come, which name denotes /:ber/y, he 
are to Hit ſold the land, and he that bought it, meet together, and 
ie prieſ ke an eſtimate, on one hand, of the fruits gathered, and, 
d amo the other hand, of the expences laid out upon it. If 
or to e fruits gathered come to more than the expences laid out, 
t only chat ſold it takes the land again; but if the expences prove 
er duii re than the fruits, the preſent poſſeſſor receives of the for- 
And oer owner the difference that was wanting, and leaves the 
otal gad to him; and if the fruits received, and the expences 
and oi out. prove equal to one another. the' pretent poſſeſſor 
as they inguiſhes it to the former owners. Moles would have the 
ices tha: law obtain as to thoſe houſes allo which were fold in 
llages 3 but he made a different law for ſuch as were lold 
3. Aa city: for if he that fold it tendered the purchaſer his 
rgiver Mey again within a year, he was forced to reſtore it; but 
mpariſedÞ cale a whole year had inter vened, the purchaſer was to 
es oy what he had bought. This was the conſtitution of the 
Itians, ies which Moſes learned of God, when the camp lay under 
en 3 Mount Sinai 3 and this he delivered in writing to the He- 
n to tens. 
„is cu g. Now when this ſettlement of laws ſeemed to be well 
ed in rer, Moſes thought fit at length to take a revic of the hoſt, 
«rm; thinking it proper to ſettle the affairs of war, So he char- 
ther. ged 
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ged the heads of the tribes, excepting the tribe of Ley, 
take an exact account of the number of thoſe that were 
to go to war; for as to the Levites they were holy, and 
from all ſuch burdens. Now when the people had h 
numbered, there were found fix hundred thouſand that og 
able to go to war, from twenty to fifty years of age, bei 
three thouſand fix hundred and fifty. Inſtead of Levi, 
ſes took Manaſeh. the ſon of Joſeph, among the head; 
tribes; and Ephraim inſtead of Joleph. It was indre( 
defire of facob himſelf to Joſeph, that he would give! 
his ſons to be his own by adoption, as I have before rela 
5. When they ſet up the tabernacle, they received it 
to the midſt of their camp, three of the tribes pitching th 
tents on each fide of it. and roads were cut through t 
midſt of theſe tents, It was like a well- appointed mark 
and every thing was there readv for ſale in due order; x 
all ſorts of artificers were in the ſhops; and it reſembled: 
thing f> much as a city that ſometimes was moveable, ; 
ſometiines fixed. The prieſts had the firſt places about! 
tabernacie; then the Levites. who, becauſe their whole m 
titude was reckoned from thirty days old, were twenty-thi 
thouſand eight hundred and eighty males. And duringt 
time that the cloud ſtood over the tabernacle, they thouy 
proper to {tay in the ſame place, as ſuppoſing that God thy 
inhabited among them; but when that removed, they jo 
neyed alſo. 
6. Moreover Moſes was the inventor of the form of th 
trumpet, which was made of ſilver. Its deſcription is th 
In length it was little leſs than a cubit. It was comp» 
of a narrow tube. fomewhat thicker than a flute, but with 
much breadth as was ſufficient for admiſſion of the breath 
a man's mouth; it ended in the form of a bell, like com 
trumpets. Its ſound was called inthe Hebrew tongue % 
Two of theſe being made, one of them was ſounded w! 
they required the multitude to come togethertocongregatio 
When the firſt of them gave a ſignal, the heads of t 
tribes were to aſſemble, and conſult about the affzirs 
them properly belonging; but when they gave the fignal 
both ot them, they called the multitude together. Whe 
ever the tabernacle was removed, it was done in this lolet 
order: At che firſt alarm of the trumpet, thoſe whoſe te 
were on the caſt quarter prepared to remove; when the 
co 
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ad final was given, thoſe that were on the ſouth quarter 
the like; in the next place, the tabernacle was taken to 


y, and (feces, and was carried in the midſt of fix tribes that went 
had h fore, and of fix that tollowed, all the Levites aſſiiling 
I that ent the tabernacle; when the third ſignal was given, that 
ge, beh. which had their tents towards the welt put themiclves 
Levi, to motion; and at the fourth ſignal, thoſe on the north 
e heads id fo likewiſe. They alſo made uſe of theſe trumpets in 
indreil beir ſacred miniſtrations, when they were bringing their ſa- 
d give Miißces to the altar, as well on the Sabbaths as on the reſt of 
bre rela e [ feltival] days. And-now it was that Moſes offered that 
eived it rice which was called the Paſſaver in the wilderneſs, as 
ching He firit he had offered after the departure gut of Egypt. 
| f 
* CHAP, XIII. 
order; Nie Moſes removed from mount Sinai, and conducted the 
embled 1 people to the borders of the Canaanttes. | 
table,; 


about f 
whole m 
ent y. th 
duringt 
ey thong 
God the 
they Jo 


n. A LITTLE while afterwards he role up, and went 
| from mount Sinai; and having paſſed through 
{r>ral manſions, of which we will ſpeak anon, he came to 
ace called Hagerotb, where the multitude began again 
e mutinous, and to blame Moſes for the misfortunes they 
bad ſuffered in their travels; and that when he had perſuaded 
them to leave a good land, they at once had loſt that land, 
za inſtead of that happy ſtate he had promiſed them, they 


m of thi:;c:c {ti!1 wandering in their preſent miſerable condition, be- 


on is th nz already in want of water; and if the manna ſhould hap- 
compoßz den to fail, they muſt then utterly periſh. Yet while they 
Out with generally ſpake many and fore things againſt the man, there 
e breath 


«is one of them who exhorted them not to be unmindful of 
Moſes, and of what great pains he had been at about their 
zue A common ſafety ; and not. to deſpair of aſſiſtance from God. 
nded wi The multitude thereupon became ſtill more unruly, and 
yregatiol nore mutinous againſt Moſes than before. Hereupon Mo- 


e COM 


ads of Wc... although he were ſo baſely abuſed by them, encouraged 
affairs mem in their deſpairing condition, and promiſed that he would 

e fignal ¶ procure them a great quantity of fleſh meat, and that not for 

r. Wh: fey days ouly, but for many days. This they were not 

his ſolet willing to believe: and when one of them aſked, Whence 

. 2 he could obtain ſuch vaſt plenty of what he promiſed ? he re- 
EN the 


plied, Neither God, nor I, although we hear ſuch opprobri- 
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ous words from you, will leave off our labours for you; 3 


this ſhall ſoon appear alſo. As ſoon as ever he had aid t 
the whole camp was filled with quails, and they ſtood * 
about them, and gathered them in great numbers. Hom 
ver it was not long e*er God puniſhed the Hebrews for the 

inſolence, and thoſe rtproaches they had uſed towards h 

for no {mall number of them died. And ſtill to this day h 

place retains the memory of this deſtruction, and is nang 

Kibroth hattaauah, which is, the graves of luſt. 

CHA ©: ALV, 

How Moſes ſent ſome perſons to ſearch out the land if 
Canaanites, and the largene/s of their cities: and farths 
that when thoſe who were ſent were returned, after fu 
ty days, and reported that they ſhould not be a mail 
for them, and extolled the ſtrengib of the Canaaniter, 1h 
multitude were diſturbed, and fell into defpair ; and wer 
re/olved to flone Moſes, and to return back again into Hain 


and ſerve the Egyptians, 
y 1. Wurs Moſes had led the Hebrews away fron 

thence to a place called Paran, which was near 
to the borders of the Canaanites, and a place difficult to be 
continued in, he gathered the multitude together to a con. 
gregation; and ſtanding in the midſt of them, he ſaid, 0! 
6 the two things that God determined to beſtow upon us, 
liberty, and the poſſeſſion of an happy country, the one of 
them ye already are partakers of, by the gift of God, and 
« the other you will quickly obtain; for we now have our 
* abode near the borders of the Canaanites, and nothing 
can hinder the acquiſition of it, when we now at laſt are 
« fallen upon it: I ſay, not only no king, nor city, but 


« neither the whole race of mankind, if they were all ga- 
e vr okay Let us therefore prepare 
3 ourlelves for the work, for the Canaanites will not reſign 
, up pn land to us without fighting, but it muſt be wrelt- 
5 2 rom them by great ſtruggles in war, Let us then ſend 
" e who may take a view of the goodneſs of the land, 
and what ſtrength it is of, But above all things, let ys be 

of one mind; and let us honour God, who above all is 


« thered together, could do it. 


our helper and aſliſter,” 
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r you; . When Moſes had ſaid thus, the multitude requited 
id (aid H with marks of reſpect: and choſe twelve ſpies, of the 
[ood ro} eminent men, one out of each tribe, who paſſing over 
S. Hor the land of Canaan, from the borders of Egypt, came to 
vs for thi: city Hamath, and to mount Lebanon; and having learn— 
wards hu the nature of the land, and of its inhabitants, they came 
is day ne, having ſpent forty days in the whole work. They al- 


brought with them of the fruits which the land bare: they 
{> hewed them the excellency of thoſe fruits, and gave an 
count of the great quantity of the good things that land 
forded, which were motives to the multitude to go to war. 
ut then they terrified them again with the great difficulty 
here was in obtaining it: that the rivers were ſo large and 
ep, that they could not be paſſed over; and that the hills 
ere lo high that they could not travel along for them; that 
e cities were ſtrong with walls, and their firm fortifications 
ound about them. They told them alſo, that they found at 
ebron the poſterity of the giants. Accordingly theſe ſpies, 
yho had ſeen the land of Canaan, when they perceived that 
|| theſe difficulties were greater there than they had met with 
nce they came out of Egypt, they were affrighted at them 
hemſelves, and endeavoured to affright the multitude alſo, 
3. So they ſuppoſed, from what they had heard, that it 
vas impoſſible to get the poſſeſſion of the country. And when 
he congregation was diſſolved, they, their wives, and chil- 
ren, continued their lamentation, as if God would not in- 
leed aſſidk them, but only promiſed them fair. They alſo 
again blamed Moſes, and made a clamour againſt him, and 
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od, and bis brother Aaron the high prieſt. Accordingly they paſſed 
ave our that night very ill, and with contumelious language againſt 
nothing em; but in the morning they tanto a congregation, in- 
laſt are Mtcnding to ſtone Moſes and Aaron, and ſo to return into 
ty, but I Egypt. | | 

all ga- 4. But of the ſpies, there were Joſhua the ſon of Nun, of 
Yrepare ¶ che tribe of Ephraim, and Caleb of the tribe of Judah, that 
' reſign MW vere afraid of the conſequence, and came into the midſt of 
wrell. chem, and tilled the multitude, and defired them to be of 
n ſend good courage; and neither to condemn God, as having told 


land, tem lyes; neither to hearken to thoſe wha had affrighted 


us be them, by telling them what was not true concerning the Ca- 
all is MW naanites, but to thoſe that encouraged them to hope for good 
ſucceſs; and that they ſhould gain poſſeſſion of the happineſs 
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promiſed them, becauſe neither the height of mountains, ng 
the depth of rivers, could hinder men of true courage {on 
attempting them, eſpecially while God would take cars g 
them before hand, and be aſſiſtant to them. Let us then 29 
{ſaid they. againſt our enemies, and have no ſuſpicion of i! 


ſucceſs, truſting in God to conduct us, and following thaſg to God: and 
that are to be our leaders. Thus did theſe two exhort them Jerneſs, but 
and endeavour to pacify the rage they were in. But Moſe that God WC 


and Aaron fell on the ground, and beſought God, not f. 
their own deliverance, but that he world put a ſtop to wha 
the people were unwarily doing, and would bring their minds 
to a quiet temper, which were now diſordered by their pre. 
ſent paſſion. , The cloud alſo did now appear, and ſtood over 


the tabernacle, and declared to them the preſence of God to 
be there, 


gas not mov 
or anger, but 
puniſhment. 
was but a far 
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CHAP, AY; 
How Moſes was diſpleaſed at ibis; and foretold, that Got 


was angry, and that they ſhould continue in the wile. 
neſs for forty years, and not [during that time] either 


return into Egypt, or take poſſeſſion of Canaan, during the 
one of the 

d 1. Moss came now | boldly to the multitude, and I ſes Were Pr 
informed them, that God was moved at thr MW thing that 


abuſe of him, and would infli& puniſhment upon them, nct Wl to what la 
indeed ſuch as they deſerved for their fins, but ſuch as pa- in their t! 
rents inflict on their children, in order to their correction: ſtrations t 
Tor, he ſaid, that when he was in the tabernacle, and was there hav 
bewailing with tears that deſtruction which was coming upon phrates, a 
them, God put him in mind what things he had done for MW t great 


them, and what benefits they had received from him, and yet they had 
how ungrateful they had been to him: that juſt now they had facrifices 
been induced by the timorouſneſs of the ſpies to think that II the law t 
their words were truer than his own promiſe to them; aud fallen th 
that on this account, though he would not indeed deſtroy therewit 
them all, nor utterly exterminate their nation, which he had left thei 
honoured more than any other part of mankind, yet he would not able 
not permit them to take poſſeſſion of the land of Canaan, nor went th 
enjoy its happineſs, but would make them wander in the wil- laws of 
derneſs, and live without a fixed habitation, and without a even W 
city, for forty years together, as a puniſhment for this thei convict 


tranſgreſſion; but that he hath promiſed to give that land t 
| ou 
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dur children, and that he would make them the poſſeſſors of 
thoſe good things, which, by your ungoverned paſſions, you 
bare deprived yourſelves of. 

2. When Moſes had diſcourſed thus to them, according 
to the direction of God, the multitude grieved, and were in 
zAiction 3 and intreated Moles to procure their reconciliation 
to God, and to permit them no longer to wander in the wil- 
dernels, but to beſtow cities upon them. But he replied, 
that God would not admit of any ſuch trial for that God 
was not moved to this determination from any human levity, 
or anger, but that he had judiciouſly condemned them to that 
puniſhment, Now we are not to diſbelieve, that Moſes, who 
vas but a ſingle perſon, pacified ſo many ten thouſands when 
they were in anger, and converted them to a mildnels of 
temper 3 for God was with him, and prepared the way to his 
perſuaſions of the multitude 3 and as they had often been 
diobedient, they were now ſenſible that ſuch diſobedience 
was diſadvantageous to them, and that they had ſtill there- 
by fallen into calamities. 

3. But this man was admirable ſor his virtue, and power- 
ful in making men give credit to what he delivered, not only 
during the time of his natural life, but even there is (till no 
one of the Hebrews, who does not act even now, as if Ma- 
ſes were preſent, and ready to puniſh him, if he ſhould do any 
thing that is indecent z nay, there is no one but is obedient 
to what laws he ordained, although they might be concealed 
in their tranſgreſſions. There are alſo many other demon- 
{trations that his power was more than human: For (till ſome 
there have been who have come from the parts beyond Eu— 
phrates, a journey of four months, through many dangers, and 
at great expences, in honour of our temple; and yet when 
they had offered their oblations, could not partake of their own 
lacrifices, becauſe Moſes had forbidden it, by ſomewhat in 
the law that did not permit them, or ſomewhat that had be- 
fallen them, which our ancient cuſtoms made inconſiſtent 
therewith : Some of theſe did nat ſacrifice at all, and others 
left their ſacrifices in an imperfect condition, nay, many were 
not able even at firſt ſo much as to enter into the temple, but 
went their ways in this late, as preferring a ſubmiſſion to the 
- laws of Moſes, before the fulfilling of their own inclinations, 
; even when they had no fear upon them that any body could 

convict them, but only out of a reverence to their own con- 
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ſcience. Thus this legiſlation, which appeared to be divir 
made this man to be eſteemed as one ſuperior to his own hy 
man nature. Nay farther, a little before the beginning of th 
war, when Claudius was emperor of the Romans, and | 
mael was our high prieſt, and when ſo great a * famine y; 
come upon us, that one tenth deal [of wheat] was fold ig 
four drachme, and when no leſs than ſeventy cori of flo 
was brought into the temple, at the feaſt of unleavened bread 
(theſe cori are thirty one Sicilian, but forty one Athenjz 
medimni), not one of the prieſts were ſo hardy as to eat ond 
crumb of it, even while ſo great a diſtreſs was on the land; 
and this out of a dread of the law, and of that wrath which 
God retains againſt acts of wickedneſs, even when no one 
can accuſe the actors. Whence we are not to wonder 2 
what was then done, while to this very day the writings leh 
by Moſes have fo great a force, that even thoſe that hate us 
do confeſs, that he who eſtabliſhed this ſettlement was God 
and that it was by the means of Moſes, and of his virtue: 
But as to theſe matters, let every one take them as he thinks 
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This great famine in the days of Claudius, is again mentioned i 
Antiq. B. XX, ch. ii. $ 6. vol. VI. and As xi. 28 | 
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Containing the Interval of 38 Vears. 


[rom the rejection of that Generation to the death of 
Moses. ] 


CHASE 1: 


be ght of the Hebrews with the Canannites, without the 
conſent of Moſes, and their defeat. 


1. Now this life of the Hebrews in the wilderneſs 
was ſo dilagreeable and troubleſome to them, 

d they were ſo uneaſy at it, that although God had 
:bidden them to meddle with the Canaanites, yet could 
ey not be perſuaded to be obedient to the words of Moles, 
nd to be quiet; but ſuppoſing they ſhould be able to 
eat their enemies, even without his approbation, they ac— 
uſed him, and ſuſpected that he made it his buſineſs to keep 
hem in a diſtreſſed condition, that they might always ſtand 
n need of his aſſiſtance. Accordingly they reſolved to fight 
rich the Canaanites, and ſaid, that God gave them his aſſiſt- 
zce, not out of regard to Moſes's interceſſions, but becauſe 
e took. care of their entire nation, on account of their fore- 
zthers, whoſe affairs he took under his own conduct; as al- 
0. that it was on account of their own virtue that he had 
ormerly procured them their liberty, and would be aſhiting 
0 them, now they were willing to take pains for it. They 
alſo ſaid, that they were of themſelves of abilities ſufficient 
or the conque t of their enemies, although Moles thould have 
2 mind to alienate God from them: That however it was for 
heir advantage to be their own maſters, and not ſo far to re- 
oice in their deliverance from the indignities they endured 
under the Egyptians, as to bear the tyranny of Moſes over 
them, and to ſuffer themſelves to be deluded, and live accord- 
ing to his pleaſure, as though God did only fortel what con- 
Cerns 
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cerns us out of his kindneſs to him, as if they were not: 
the poſterity of Abraham, that God made him alone the , 
ther of all the knowledge we have, and we mult till leary 


F a . „J Atian of 
from him: That it would be a piece of prudence to gz, [ 


: a again/i 
his arrogant pretences, and to put their confidence in 69 5 
and to reſolve to take poſſeſſion of that land which he }; . Puar V 
promiſed them, and not to give ear to him, who, on this! + and 


count, and under the pretence of divine authority, forte 
them ſo to do. Conſidering therefore the diſtreſſed ſtate th, 
were in at preſent, and that in thoſe deſert places they wg 
ſtill to expect things would be worſe with them, they reha 
ed to fight with the Canaanites, as ſubmitting only to Gy 
their ſupreme commander, and not waiting for any aſliitang 
from their legiſlator. 

2. When therefore they had come to this reſolution, 1 
being beſt for them, they went among their enemies; hy 
thoſe enemies were not diſmayed either at the attack itil 
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10 but 
or at the great multitude that made it, and received them wil WE: re 
great courage. Many of the Hebrews were lain ; and th Den. 
remainder of the army, upon the diſorder of their trol. .-ith (tan 
were purſued, and fled, after a ſhameful manner, to thei and the 


camp. Whereupon this unexpected misfortune made then 
quite deſpond; and they hoped for nothing that was got 
as gathering from it, that this affliction came from the wrat 
of God, becauſe they raſhly went out to war without his 2 
probation. 
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then il 
3. But when Mofes ſaw how deeply they were affected an 

with this defeat, and being affraid leſt the enemies ſliould . 
grow inſolent upon this victory, and ſhould be deſirous of 2. Cora 
gaining ſtill greater glory, and ſhould attack them, reſolvedi {c1;! y and 
that it was proper to withdraw the army into the wilderne u one th 
to a farther diſtance from the Canaanitcs : So the multitudeMl ©. that 
gave themſelves up again to his conduct, for they were ſenliM fv at 1 
ble, that without his care for them their affairs could not beW {re tribe 
in a good condition; and he cauſed the holt to remove, and ::i- ved, b 
he went farther into the wilderneſs, as intending there to let Bie poſt 


them reſt, and not to permit them to fight the Canaanites be— 


him in hi 
fate God ſhould afford them a more favourable opportunity. 
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Carn ö > 7 : g 

0p J ditian of Corah, and of the multitude, againſt Moſes, and 
G gala his brother, concerning the Prieſthood. 

ie | ; . | 

% Tier which is uſually the caſe of great armies, 

* and efpecially upon ill ſucceſs, to be hard to be 

bs eaſed, and governed with difficulty, did now befal the Jews, 

„they being in number fix hundred thouſand, and by rea- 

my 100 their great multitude not readily ſubject to their gover- 


rs, even in proſperity, they at this time were more than 
ſually angry, both againſt one another. and againſt their lca- 
er, becaule of the diſtreſs they were in, and the calamities 
hey then endured. Such a ſedition overtook them, as we 
are not the like example either among the Greeks or the 
irbarians, by which they were in danger of being all de- 
roy ed, but were notwithſtanding ſaved by Moſes, who 
x0v!d not remember that he had been almoſt ſtoned to death 
them. Nor did God negle& to prevent their ruin, but 
Lotwithſtanding the indignities they had offered their legiſla- 
or, and the laws, and [their dilobedience to] the command- 
nents which he had fent them by Moſes, he delivered them 
from thole terrible calamities, which, without his providen- 
tie! care, had been brought upon them by this ſedition. 80 
Iwill firit explain the cauſe whence this ſedition aroſe, and 
then will give an account of the ſedition itſelf; as allo of 
nat ſettlements Moſes mace for their government, after it 
Was Over. | 

2. Corah, an Hebrew of principal account, both by his 
family and by his wealth, one that was alſo able toſpeak well, 


ad one that could eafily perſuade the people by his ſpeeches, 
70 au that Moſes was in an exceeding great dignity, and was. 
„cat at it, and envied him on that account, (he was of the 
bene tribe with Moſes, and of kin to him), was particularly 
, grieved, becauſe he thought he better deterved that honour- 


"oF :>!c poſt on account of his great riches, and not inferior to 
„lia in his birth. So he railed a clamour againſt him among 
me Levites, who were of the ſame tribe, and eſpecially a 
wong his kindred, ſaying, © Ihat it was a very ſad thing 
„that they ſhould overlook Moles, while he hunted after, 
Rand paved the way to glory for himſelf, and by ill arts 
'M © ſhould obtain it, under the pretence of God's * 2 
« whuc 
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er an indece 
while contrary to the laws, he had given the prieſth , they all v 
to Aaron, not by the common ſufferage of the multitu ur before th 
but by his own vote, as beſtowing dignities in a tyrannicMM to relieve | 
way on whom he pleaſed. He added, that this concef o, under co 
ed way of impoſing on them was harder to be born, thM,ftions upon 
if it had been done by an open force upon them, becaulM: that was t 
he did now not only take away their power without the ede a worth 
conſent, but even while they were unapprized of his ci Oduced ſuch 
trivances againſt them; for whoſoever is conſcious to hi ve given hi 
ſelf that he deſerves any dignity, aims to get it by perſuMjt to beſtow 
fion, and not by an arrogant method of violence; bl: multitude 
* thoſe that believe it impoſſible to obtain thoſe honours 111 by his own 
le, they make a ſhew of goodneſs, and do not introdi 4. Now alt 
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* force, but by cunning tricks grow wickedly powerful i; calumny 
© That it was proper for the multitude to puniſh ſuch meaWrated, yet 
te even while they think themſelves concealed in their deſigngWWirage, bec: 
and not ſuffer them to gain ſtrength, till they have theirs, and k 
* for their open enemies. For what account, added he, Hr of the pr 
% Moſes able to give why he has beſtowed the prieſthood oi; own favo, 
«& Aaron, and his ſons ? for if God had determined to be e multitud 
% ſtow that honour on one of the tribe of Levi, I am mod to Cora! 
« worthy of it than he is, I myſelf being equal to Moſes Vyceches, anc 
© my family, and ſuperior to him both in riches, and in age Me could gre 
* But if God had determined to beſtow it on the eldeſt tribe id. O Co 
that ot Reubel might have it moſt jultly ; and then Ding to the 
than, and Ahiram, and [On the ſon of] Peleth, would thy of thi: 
have it, for theſe are the oldeſt men of that tribe, and po company! 
„ tent on account of their great wealth alſo“. may not 

3. Now Corah, when he ſaid this, had a mind to appeariiſiaken and 


to take care of the public welfare, but in reality he was en- celled ot! 
deavouring to procure to have thet dignity transferred by the the great 
multitude to himſelf. Thus did he, out of a malignant de- an emine 
ſign, but with plaulible words, diſcourſe to thoſe of his ownW mon ance 
tribe; and when theſe words did gradually ſpread to more of it out of | 
the people, and when the hearers flill added to what tend:d juſtly dc 
to the ſcandals that were caſt upon Aaron, the whole army honour 0 
was full of them. Now of thoſe that conſpired with Corah, paſſed b) 
there were two hundred and fifty, and thoſe of the principal of kin te 
men allo who were eager to bave the prieſthood taken away 
from Moſes's brother, and to bring him into diſgrace : Nay, 
the multitude themſelves were provoked to be ſeditious, and WW * Reland 


attempted to ſtone Moſes ; and gathered themſelves together Wing of the 
after ins, as wel 
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er an indecent manner, with confuſion and diſorder. And 
x they all were, in a tumultuous manner, raiſing a cla- 
ur before the tabernacle of God, to proſecute the tyrant, 
to relieve the multitude from their ſlavery under him, 
bo, under colour of the divine commands, laid violent in- 
actions upon them; for that had it been God, who choſe 
ethat was to perform the office of a prieſt, he would have 
{kd a worthy perſon to that dignity, and would not have 
oduced ſuch an one as was inferior to many others, nor 
re given him that office; and in that caſe he had judged 
it to beſtow it on Aaron, he would have permitted it to 
e multitude to beſtow it, and not have left it to be beſtow- 

| by his own brother. 
1. Now although Moſes had a great while ago foreſeen 
is calumny of Corah's, and had ſeen that the people were 
itated, yet was he not affrighted at it; but being of good 
rage, becauſe he had given them right advice about their 
irs, and knowing that his brother had been made parta- 
r of the prieſthood at the command of God, and not by 
own favour to him, he came to the aſſembly ; and, as for 
ge multitude, he ſaid not a word to them, but ſpake as 
ud to Corah as he could; and being very ſkilful in making 
eeches, and having this natural talent among others, that 
e could greatly move the multitude with his diſcourſes, he 
id, O Corah, both thou, and all theſe with thee, (point- 
ing to the two hundred and fifty men), ſeem to be wor- 
thy of this honour; nor do I pretend but that this whole 
company may be worthy of the like dignity, although they 
may not be ſo rich, or fo great as you are: Nor have I 
taken and given this office to my brother, becaule he ex- 
celled others in riches, for thou exceedeſt “ us both in 
the greatneſs of thy wealth; nor indeed becanſe he was of 
an eminent family, for God, by giving us the ſame com- 
mon anceſtor, has made our families equal : nay, nor was 
it out of brotherly affection, which another might yet have 
juſtly done; for certainly, unleſs I had beflowed this 
honour out of regard to God, and to his laws, I had not 
paſſed by myſelf, and given it to another, as being nearer 
of kin to myſelf than to my brother, and having a cloſer 
| « intimacy 


* Reland here takes notice, that although our Bibles ſay little or no- 
hing of theſe riches of Corah, yet that both the Jews and Mohamme- 
ans, as well as Joſephus, are full of it, 
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e intimacy with myſelf than I have with him; for ſur; 
© would not be a wiſe thing for me, to expoſe myſelf 1,1 
© dangers of offending, and to beſtow the happy employme 
© on this account upon another. But I am above ſuch H 
„practices: Nor would God have overlooked this mays 
© and ſeen himſelf thus deſpiſed, nor would he have (uf; 
© you to be ignorant of what you were to do, in order 
© pleaſe him; but he hath himſelf choſen one that is to 55 5 
* form that ſacred office to him, and thereby freed us ft D. ſe = 
© that care. So that it was not a thing that I pretend fo 1 my 
give, but only according to the determination of God; Senn 
„therefore propole it ſtill to be contended for by ſuch : H 
e pleaſe to put in for it, only deſiring, that he who has HH W | 
« already preferred, and has already obtained it, may be ſucoicior 
© lowed now alſo to offer himſelf for a candidate. He 7 1 74. fon 
« fers your peace, and your living without ſedition, tot. 7 . 
* honourable employment, although in truth it was with ze 5 56 4 
«.approbation that he obtained it; for though God wegen A+ 
% donor, yet do we not offend when we think fit to acc "A 
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fore togeth: 
the people; 
all accept 
be clear of 


granted hi! 


dor, 5 K b iiation th 
of it with your good will; yet would it have been en! © ortofthe 
s ſtance of impiety not to have taken that honourable « 6 a th 
% ployment when he offered it; nay it had been exceedin Fr ** . 


«* unreaſonable, when God had thought fit any one ſho! 
© have it for all time to come, and had made it ſecure 2 
firm to him, to have refuſed it. However, he himk 
© will judge again who it ſhall be whom he would have 
© offer ſacrifices to him, and to have the direction of ma 
ters of religion; for it is abſurd that Corah, who is 2: 


pleaſed if * 
riſer ſort e 
ſent diford: 
his ſeditio 
would rath 


117 : . aturally 
* bitious of this honour, thoul4 deprive God of the pont asien 
* of giving it to whom he pleaſes, Put an end therefore ¶Migurb the 


« your {edition and diſturbance on this account; and to- ma 
* row morning do every one of you that deſire the prieſtho 
© bring a cenſer from home, and come hither with incen 
© and fire: And do thou, O Corah, leave the judgmenet 
“God, and await to ſee on which fide he will give his de 
« termination upon this occaſion, but do not thou make thy 
&« felf greater than God. Do thou alſo come, that this con 
e teſt about this honourable employment may receive deter 
„% mination, And I ſuppoſe we may admit Aaron withou 
« oltence, to offer himſelf to this ſcrutiny, ſince he is of th 
„ ſame lineage with thyſelf, aad has done nothing in hi 
e prieſthood that can be liable to exception, Come ye there 
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fore together, and offer your incenſe in public before all 
the people; and when you offer it, he whole ſacrifice God 
; (hall accept, ſhall be ordained to the prieſthood, and ſhall 
be clear of the preſent calumny on Aaron, as if I had 
granted him that favour becauſe he was my brother.” 


17 


E mt 


Fw thoſe that flirred up this ſedition were deſtroyed, according 
to the will of God; and how Aaron, Maſes's brother, both 


* he and his poſterity, retained the prieſthood, 
* 1 WHEN Moſes had ſaid this, the multitude left off 
* the turbulent behaviour they had indulged, and 


he ſuſpicion they had of Moſes, and commended what he 
ad ſaid, for thoſe propoſals were good, and were fo eſteem- 
d of the people. At that time therefore they diflolved the 
ſembly. But on the next day they came to the congrega- 
jon. in order to be preſent at the ſacrifice, and at the deter- 
ination that was to be made between the candidates for 
he prieſthood. Now this congregation proved a turbulent 
Wc, and the multitude were in great ſuſpenſe in expectation 
1151 pf what was to be done; for ſome of them would have been 
ea ſed if Moſes had been convictedof evil practices, but the 
riſer ſort deſired that they might be delivered from the pre- 
ent diſorder and diſturbance; for they were afraid, that if 
this ſedition went on, the good order of their ſettlement 


bo would rather be deſtroyed ; but the whole body of people do 
"Waturally delight in clamours againſt their governors, and by 
"I changing their opinions upon the harangues of every ſpeaker, 


diſturb the public tranquillity. And now Moſes ſent meſſen- 
gers for Abiram and Dathan, and ordered them to come to 
the aſſembly, and wait there for the holy offices that . ere to 


would not obey his ſummons; nay, would not overlook Mo- 
les's hehaviour, who was growing too great for them by evil 
practices. Now when Moſes heard of this their anſwer, he 
co dehred the heads of the people to follow him, and he went 
eterMto the faction of Dathan, not thinking it any frightful thing 
tho :t all to go to theſe inſolent people: ſo they made no oppo- 


f 10M ition, but went along with him. But Dathan and his aſſo · 


1 lu ciates, when they underſtood that Moles, and the principal oc 
ner the people were coming to them, they came qut with their 
to: Vor. I . wires 


be performed: But they anſwered the meſſenger, that they 
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wives and children, and ſtood before their tents, and loc. were nabe. 
to ſee what Moſes would do. They had alſo their ſcrv;y WM. corrupt ed 


about them to defend themſelves, in caſe Moſes ſhould uf 
force againſt them. 


2. But he came near, and lifted up his hands to heaven 


10 furnitl us 


(i ſerve our 
and cried out with a loud voice, in order to be heard by b, when 
whole multitude z and ſaid, O Lord of the creatures H. zt ſend 


* are in the heaven, in the earth, and in the ſea ; for thay 


« ſeen befot 
art the molt authentic witneſs to what I have done, th: 


« of thy lav 


„it has all been done by thy appointment, and that it von, I (1 
thou that affordeit us aſſiſtance when we attempted au « judge ane 
thing, and ſhewedil mercy on the Hebrews in all their dhe I ha 
* trefles, do thou come now, and hear all that I ſay, for t. any of th 
action nor thought. eſcapes thy knowledge; ſo that thou man that 
weilt not diſdain to ſpeak what is true, for my vindication,f « that was 
© without any regard to the ungrateful imputations of the « monwea! 
% men. As for what was done before I was born, thou kues of a thir 
< eſt beſt, as not learning them by report, but ſeeing then, « given th 
and being preſent with them when they were done; bu « gut of m 
* for what has been done of late, and which theſe men, a. « (rate, t. 


though they know them well enough, unjuſtly pretend o and tha 
© ſuſpect, be thou my witneſs. When I lived a private quiet « thy will 
life, I left thoſe good things, which by my own diligence, WM « that ch 
and by thy counſel, I enjoyed with Raguel my father: in- © Hebre» 
law, and I gave myſelf up to this people, and underwent MI „ Abiran 


** many miſeries on their account. I alſo bore great labours, being, 
sat firſt, in order to obtain liberty for them, and now in or- Ml © thou d- 
der to their preſervation; and have always ſhewed mylcli MW men, v 


* ready to aſſiſt them in every diſtreſs of theirs. Now there Ml « take t! 
fore, fince I am ſuſpected by thoſe very men whoſe being WM © hut ſo 
is owing to my labours, come thou, as it is reaſonable to MW ef oth 
hope thou wilt: thou, I ſay, who ſhewedit me that fire at 


6 Open «© 
mount Sinai, and madeſt me to hear its voice, and to {ce 


«and 2 


the ſeveral wonders which that place afforded me: thu all m 
who commandeſt me to go to Egypt, and declare thy will « {true 
to this people: thou who dilturbedit the happy eſtate ef « ment 
« the Egyptians, and gavedſt us the opportunity of flying % ſerva 
away from our ſlavery under them, and madeſt the domi- « the « 
„nion of Pharaoh inferior to my dominion : thou who didit « thou 
make the ſea dry land for us, when we knew not whither 6. {1 't 
to go, and didſt overwhelm the Egyptians with thoſe de- ther 


„ ſtructive waves which had been divided for us: thou 87 
10 didi 
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„didi beſtow npon us the ſecurity of weapons when we 
@ were naked: thou who didit make the fountaiss that were 
« corrupted to flow ſo as to be fit for drinking, and didit 
« furniſh us with water that came out of the rocks, when 
„we were in the greateſt want of it: thou who didſt pre- 
„ ſerve our lives with ſ[quails], witch was food from the 
« ſ-a, when the fruits of the ground failed us: thou who 
„gilt fend us ſuch food from heaven, as had never been 
« ſeen Hefore : thou who didſt ſuggeit to us the knowledge 
* of thy laws. and appoint us a form of government: come 
6 than, I ſay, O Lord of the whole world, and that as ſuch 2 
„judge and a witneſs to me as cannot be bribed, and thew 
„ho I have never admitted of any gift againit juſtice from 
«any of the Hebrews z and have never condemned a poor 
man that ought to have been acquitted, on account of one 
that was rich; and have never attempted to hurt this com- 
„ monwealth. I am now here preſent, and am ſufpeted 
© of a thing the remoteſt from my intentions, as if I had 
„given the prieſthood to Aaron. not at thy command, but 
« out of my own favour to him, do thou at this time demon- 
„ ſtrate, that all things are adminiſtered by thy providence, 
„and that nothing happens by chance, but is governed by 
thy will, and thereby attains its end: as allo demonſtrate, 
that thon takeſt care of thoſe that have done good to the 
© Hebrews 3 demonſtrate this, I ſay, by the puniſhment of 
« Abiram and Datuan, who condemn thee as an inſenſible 
being, and one overcome by my contrivances. This wilt 
„thou do by iuflictting ſuch aa open puniſhment on theſe 
© men, who fo madly fly in the face of thy glory, as will 
take them out of the world, not in an ordinary manner, 
© hut ſo that it may appear they do not die after the maaner 
* of other men, let that ground on which they tread upon, 
open about them, and conſume them with their families 
4 and goods. This will be a demonſtation of thy power to 
© all men; and this method of their ſuiferings will be an in- 
«© flruction of wiſdom for thoſe that entertain profane ſenti- 
ments of thee. By this means I (hail be found a good 


„ ſervant, in the precepts thou haſt given by me. But it 
«© the calumnies they have railed againſt me be true, mayſt 
* thou preſerve theſe men from every evil accident, and bring 
all that deſtruction on me which I have imprecated upon 
And when :hou haſt inflicted puniſhment on thoſe 


Q 2 


them. 
6« that, 
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« that have ende avoured to deal unjuſtly with this peo. 
* beſtow upon them concord and peace. Save this mul 
„ tude that follow thy commandments, and prefcrve the: 
* free from harm, and let them not partake of the punih 
ment of thoſe that have ünned; for thou knoweſt thy{;8 
„it is not jeſt, that for the wickedneſs of thoſe men. td 
«© whole body of the Iſraelites ſhould ſuffer puniſhment,” 
3. When Moſes had ſaid this, with tears in his eyes, the 
ground was moved on a ſudden; and the agitation that { 
It in motion was like that which the wind produces in way 
of the fea, The people were all affrighted; and the ground 
that was about their tents ſunk down. at the great noiſe, that 
terrible ſound, and carried whatſoever was dear to the «0; 
tious into itſelf, who ſo entirely periſhed, that there was not 
the leaſt appearance that any men had ever been ſeen there 
the earth that had opened itſelf about them cloſing again, and 
becoming entire as it was before, inſomuch, that ſuch as ſay 
it afterward did not perceive that any ſuch accident had haps 
pened to it. Thus did theſe men periſh, and become a de- 
monſtration of the power of God. Andtruly, any one would 
lament them, not only on account of this calamity that befel 
them, which yet deſerves our commiſeration, but alſo becauſè Ha happe 
their kindred were pleaſed with their ſuſferings ; for they for. 
got the relation they bare to them, and at the ſight of this (ad 
accident approved of the judgment given againit them; audi. He 
becauſe they looked upon the people about Dathan as peſti. . 
lent men, they thought they periſhed as ſuch, and did not became me 
grieve for them. worle-was 
4. And now Moſes called for thoſe that contended about I would nev 
the prieſthood. that trial might be made who thould be pricit, I leving alr 
and that he whoſe ſacrifice God was moſt pleaſed with might Nef God, » 
be ordained to that function. There attended two hundred not witho 
and fifty men, Who indeed were honoured by che people, not I blame vPc 
only on account of the power of their anceſtors. but alſo on MW pened not 
account of their own, in which they excelled the others: MW vere pun 
Aaron allo and Corah came forth, and they all offered in- and that 
cenſe, in thoſe cenſers of theirs which they brought with them, cheirs, on 
before the tabernacle. Hereupon fo great a fire ſhone out as 
no one ever ſaw in any that is made by the hand of man, nei. 
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ther in thofe eruptions out of the earth that are cauſed by MY K 
ſubterraneous burnings, nor in ſuch fires as ariſe of their own ſo 
accord in the woods, when the agitation is cauſed by the trees Magneſia 

rubbing che Reub 


ſay on th 
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-hying one againſt another, but this fire was very bright, and 
bad a terrible tlame, ſuch as is kiadled at the command of 
God; by whoſe irruption on them, all the company, and Co- 
1h himſelf, were * deltroyed, and this ſo entirely, that their 
rery bodies leſt no remains behind them. Aaron alone was 
reſerved, and not at all hurt by the fire, becaule it was God 
that ſent the fire to burn thoſe only who ought tobe burned. 
Hereupon Moſes, after theſe men were deltroyed, was de- 
tous that the memory of this judgment might be delivered 
are bon to poſterity, and that future ages might be acquainted 
unWMxith it; and fo he commanded Eleazar, the fon of Aaron, 
to put their cenſers near the brazen altar, that they might be 
cdi memorial to poſterity of what theſe men ſuffered, for ſup- 
ping that the power of God might be eluded. And thus 
ere Aaron was now no longer eſteemed to have the prieſthood 


andMW by the favour of Moles, but by the public judgment of God: 
ay nd thus he and his children peaceably enjoyed the honour 
ap. Her ward. 

des 

ld HK 3 Vs 

fel 


Mat happened to the Hebrews during thirty-eight years in 
the wilderneſs. 


1. Toweves, this ſedition was ſo far from ceaſing upon 

this deſtruction, that it grew much ſtronger, and 
became more intolerable. And the occaſion of its growing 
worſe-was of that nature, as made it likely the calamity 
would never ceaſe, but laſt for a long time: For the men be- 
t, N lieving already that nothing is done without the providence 
it of God, would have it that theſe things came thus to paſs 
d not without God's favour to Moſes; they therefore laid the 
' MW blame upon him, that God was ſo angry, and that this hap- 
n W penied not ſo much becauſe of the wickedneſs of thoſe that 
were puniſhed, as becauſe Moſes procured the puniſhment ; 
and that theſe men had been deſtroyed without any fin of 


TW theirs, only becauſe they were zealous about the divine wor- 


Q 3 ſhip ; 


7 * It appears here, and from the Samaritan Pentateuch, and, in ef- 
ic, from the Pſalmiſt, as alſo from the Apoſtolical conſtitutions, from, 
Clemenr's firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, from Ignatius's Epiſtle to the 
Magneſians, and from Euſebius, that Corah was not ſwallowed up with 
the Reubenites, but burnt with the Levites, of his own tribe, Sec ES 
{ay on the Old Teſtament, p. 64, 65. 
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chip; as allo that he who had been the cauſe of this dimin 
tion of the people, by deſtroying ſo many men, and thoſe t. 
moſt excellent of them all, beſides his eſcaping any punis 
ment himſelf had now given the prieſthood to his brother 
firmly, that nobody could any longer diſpute it with hin 
for no one elſe, to be ſure, could now put in for it, ſince | 
muſt have ſeen thofe that firſt did fo to have miſerably peril 
ed. Nay, beſides this, the kindred of thoſe that were deſirg 
ed made great intreaties to the multitude to abate the ar: 
gance of Moſes, becauſe it would be ſafeſt for them ſo to do 

2. Now Moſes, upon his hearing for a good while th 
the people were tumultuous, was afraid that they would a 
tempt ſome other innovation, and that ſome great and fad c 
lamity would be the conſequence, he called the multitudt 
to a congregation, and patiently heard what apology thy 
made for themſelves, without oppoling them, and this le 
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he ſhould imbitter the multitude : he only deſired the head 4. Accor 
of the tribes to bring their “ rods, with the names of the the prieſt 
tribes inſcribed upon them, and that he ſhould receive Heart for ch. 
prieſthood in whole rod God ſhould give a ſign. I his ear receive 
agreed to. So the reſt brought their rods, as did Aaron er to God t 
fo, who had written the tribe of Levi on his rod. The ide that th 


deaſts that 
prielts, to b 
at them in 
horn which 


rods Moles laid up in the tabernacle of God. Ou the next 
day he brought out the rods, which were knowa from one 
another by thoſe who brought them, they having diltinttly 
noted them, as had the multitude alſo; and as to the rect, 
in the ſame form Moſes had received them in that they (ur count:) 
them till, but they alſo ſaw buds and branches grown out out for the 
Aaron's rod, with ripe fruits upon them; they were almonds, Ho have t! 
the rod having been cut out of that tree, The people wereMhvat when 
fo amazed at this ſtrange ſight, that though Moſes and Ar- ould g1v 
ron were before under ſome degree of hatred, they now laid Moreover, 
that hatred aſide, and began to admire the jadgment of Geda are c- 
concerning them; ſo that hereafter they applauded what God {Wind ute nc 
had decreed, and permitted Aaron to enjoy the prietthcod {We it tor: 
peaceably, And thus God ordained him prieſt three ſeveral I be thr 
times; and he retained that honour without farther diſturb. {Miclvcs to * 


ance, And hereby this ſedition of the Hebrews, which had Neal a & ift 
| been Muiniltcati 


Concerning thefe twelve rods of the twelve tribes of Iſrael, ſee St. 
Clement's accoupt, much larger than that in our Bibles, x Fpiſtle, $ 43: 
as is Joſephus's preſent account in ſome meaſure larger allo, 


„ Grotn 
well as the 
gods. 
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een a great one, and had laſted a great while, was at laſt 
mpoled. 
3 And now Moſes, becauſe the tribe of Levi was made 


er Her from war, and warlike expeditions, and was ſet apart 
him r the divine worthip, leaſt they ſhuuld want, and ſeek after 
be Ne neceſſuries of life, and lo neglect the temple, commanded 
rie Hebrews, according to the will of God, that when they 


ould gain the poſſeſſion of the land of Canaan, they ſhould 
fon forty eight good and fair cities to the Levites; and 


do. W:rnit them to enjoy their ſuburbs, as far as the limit of two 
tha daland cubits would extend from the walls of the city. And 
d aWc6.ics this. he appointed that the people ſhould pay the tythe 
1e their annual fruits of the earth, both to the Levites, and 


o che prieſts, And this is what that tribe receives of the 
altitude 3 but I think it neceilary to let down what is paid 
by all pecultarly to the prieſts. 

4. Accordingly he commanded the Levites to yield up 
the prielts thicteen of their forty-cight cities, and to ſet 
wart for them the tenth part of the tythe which they every 
ear receive of the people; as allo, that it was but juſt to of- 
fer to God the firſt fruits of the entire product of the ground; 
ud that they ſhould offer the firſt born of thoſe four- footed 


nen eaſts that ale appointed for ſacrifices, if it be a male, to the 
one rielts, to be (lain, that they, and their entire families, may 
ct!yMeit them in the holy city; but that the owners ol thoſe firſt 


relt, born which are not appointed for ſacrifices in the laws of 
{vw Mor country, ſhould bring a thekel and a halt in their ſtead; 
t offMfbut for the firit born of a man, five ihekels : that they thould 
ads, Mello have the firſt fruits out of the thearing of the ſheep ; and 
ere Mſthat when any baked bread corn, and made loaves of it, they 
Aa- Nlould give ſomewhat of what they had baked to them. 
aid Moreover, when any have made a facred vow, I mean thoſe 
3od that are called Nazar:ies, that ſuffer their hair to grow long, 
30d Mind uſe no wine. when they “ conſecrate their hair, and of- 
ol er it for a ſacrifice, they are to allot that hair for the priefts, 
ral Mito be thrown into the fire]. Such allo as dedicate them- 
rh. Wiclvcs to God, as a corban, which denotes what the Greeks 
1ad Meal! a g, when they are deſirous of being freed from that 
zen Iminiſtration, are to lay down, money for the prieſts; thirty 

ſhekels, 


* Grotius on Numb. vi. 18. takes notice, that the Greeks alſo, as 
well as the Jews, ſometimes copſecrated the hair of thcir heads to the 
gods. 
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ſhekels, if it be a woman, and fifty if it be a man; hy 


ey then ma, 
any be too poor to pay the appointed ſum, it ſhall be lan 


- was burie« 


for the prieſts to determine that ſum as they think fit. and whe: 
if any ſlay beaſts at home for a private feſtival, but not H puri=<d the 
religious one, they are obliged to bring the maw, and i, that had r 
cheek, [or breaſt] and the right ſhoulder of the ſacrifice, that was 
the prieſts. With theſe Moſes contrived that the priefWou:, at a lit 
ſhould be plentifully maintained, beſides what they had clean. 


blood ſpr1 


ernacle of 


of thoſe offerings for fins, which the people gave them, 2 
have ſet it down in the foregoing book. He alſo ordert 


that out of every thing allotted for the prieſts, their ſervaſ that tate, 
[their ſons], their daughters, and their wives, ſhould e cedar 
take, as well as themſelves, excepting what came to it of the f 
out of the ſacrifices that were offered for fins; for of thiether, and 
none but the males of the family of the prieſts might eWerefore any 
and this in the temple alſo, and that the ſame day ale of thet 
were offered. | g part of 
5. When Moſes had made theſe conſtitutions, after H on the t 
ſedition was over, he removed, together with the whole ey were cle 


tribes tho 
j. Now wh 
on the mou 


my, and came to the borders of Idumea. He then ſent a 
bafſadors to the king of the Idumeans, and defired him 
give him a paſſage through his country, and agreed to ſe 


him what hoſtages he ſhould deſire, to ſecure him from was over, 
injury. He defired him alſo, that he would allow his arnfſſough the 
liberty to buy proviſions ; and, if he inſiſted upon it, I came to a 
would pay down a price for the very water they ſhould drinſn, which 


But the King was notgpleaſed with this ambaſſage from Mine of Petr, 
ſes : nor did he allow a paiſage for the army, but brougſWh mountai 
his people armed to meet Moſes, and to hinder them, in e whole arr 
they ſhould endeavour to force their paſſage. Upon white, for thi 
Moles conſulted God by the oracle, who would not haſ]iifical gar: 
him begin the war firſt; and ſo he withdrew his forces, A chom the 
travelied round about through the wilderneſs, {er brother 
6. Then it was that Miriam, the fitter of Moſes, cal. He 
to her end, having completed“ her fortieth year fince er, having 
left Egypt, on + the firſt day of the lunar month Xanthicihrs. He 
ThMFcalied by kt! 

1, but by 


* Joſeplus here uſes this phraſe, when the fortieth year was e 
Plete:?, for when it was begun; as does St. Luke, when the day of Pt 
tecſt was completed, Acts ii. 1. N h 

ft Whether Miriam died, as Joſephus's Greek copies imply, on 06 190.5 


Fit day of the month, may be doubted, becauſe t Ati zes Nees us. It is 
it day 0 may be doubted, becauſe the Latin copies i city of Ar 


„. IV. TI TI ELUS. 1.89 
but Whey then made a public funeral for her, at a great exp-nce. 
1; WM: was buried upon a certain mountain, which they call 

aud when they hid mourned for her thirty days, Moe 
t puci<<d the people after this manner: He brought an hei— 


that had never been uled tq the piough, or to hufban— 


ce, WW; that was complete in all its parts, and entirely of a red 
rieWWour, at a little diſtance from the camp, into a place pers 
dy clean. This heifer was {lain by the high prieſt, and 
, WW blood ſprinkled with his finger, feven times, before the 
der ernacle of God; after this, the entire heifer was burnt 
vant hat ſtate, together with its ſkin and entrails, and they 
| pv cedar wood, and hyſop, and ſcarlet wool, into the 


it of the fire; then a clean man gathered all her aſhes 
ether, and laid them in a place pertectly clean, When 
refore any perſons were defiled by a dead body, they put 
ttle of theſe aſhes into ſpring water, with hy ſop, and dip— 
g part of theſe aſhes in it, they ſprinkled them with it, 
th on the third day, and on the ſeventh, and after that 
y were clean. This he enjoined them to do-alſo when 
tribes ſhould come into their own land, 

7, Now when this purification, which their leader made 
on the mourning for his ſiſter, as it has been now deſcrib- 


n 20, was over, he cauſed the army to remove and to march 
arWougn the wilderneſs, and through Arabia, And when 
it, N came to a place whom the Arabians eſteem their metro- 
dri, which was formerly called Arce, but has now the 
1 Mine of Petra, at this place, which was encompaſſed with 


zh mountains, Aaron went up one of them, in the ſight of 
whote army, Moſes having before told him that he was 
wii lie, for this place was over againſt them. He put off his 
haWitifical garments, and delivered thera to Eleazer his fon, 
s, whom the high priefthood belonged, becauſe he was the 
{er brother, and died while the multitude looked upon 
can. He died in the lame year wherein he loſt his 
er, having lived in all an hundred and twenty and three 
irs. He died on the firſt day of that lunar month which 
called by the Athenians Hecargmbann, by the Macedonians 
1, but by the Hebrews Abba. 


CHAP. 


as on the tenth, and ſo ſay the Jewiſh calanders alſo, as Dr. Bernard 
res us. It is ſaid her ſepulchre is {till extant gear Petra, the old ca- 
il city of Arabia Petræa, at this day; as alio that of Aaron, not far 


bo 
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| . 
How Maſes conquered Sihin and Og, kings of the nor 


and dejirupod their while army, and then arvided their |; 
by [ot to two ir:bes an! an half of the Hebrews, 


$ 1. Tir people mourned for Aaron thirty days; ; 
when this mourning was over, Moſes rem 
the army from that place. and came to the 11ver Ar; 
which ifſuing out of the mountains of Arabia, and run 
through all that wilderneſs. fell into the lake Aſphaltitis, x 
became the limit between the land of the Moabites, and! 
land of the Amorites. This land is fruitful, and ſufficie 
to maintain a great number of men, with the good things 
produces. Moſes therefore ſent meſſengers to Sihon, t 
king of this country. deſiring that he would grant his arny 
paſſage, upon what ſecurity he ſhould pleaſe to require: | 
promiſed that he ſhould be no way injured, neither as toth 
country which Sthon governed, nor as to its inhabitanMM 
and that he would buy his proviſions at ſuch a price as ſho zaped the f 
be to their advantage, even though he ſhould defire to (M"'* diltrcſle 
them their very water. But Sihon refuſed his offer, Min them. 
put his army into battle- array, and was preparing every thi eateſt * 
in order to hinder their paſſing over Arnon. adeare to 
2. When Moſes ſaw that the Amorite king was diſp o. Hebrews 
to enter upon hoſtilities wih them, he thought he ought Mat with d 
to bear that inſult; and determining to wean the HebreW of them 
from their indolent temper, and prevent the diſorders whiebrews ſpo 
aroſe thence, which had been the occaſion of their former | nd aiſo whi 
dition, (nor indeed were they now thoroughly eaſy in the army We 
minds). h- enquired of God whether he would give hen it, and 
leave to fight? Which when he had done, and God ay put: 
promiſed him the victory, he was himſelf very courage royed. 
and ready to proceed to fighting. Accordingly he encouraÞ""t<5, wh 
ed the ſoldiers; and he defired of them that they weißen in act 
take the pleaſure of fighting, now God gave them leave heir land, 
do. They then upon the receipt of this commiſſion, uh natural! 
they ſo much longed for, put on their whole armour, 3 uthern lin 
ſet about the work without delay, But the Amcrite ki he, which 
was not now like to himſelf when the Hebrews were tel es the ot 
dy to attack him, but both he himſelf was affrighted at t jelterm cot 


Hebrews, and his army, which before had ſhewed themſelrM 3: When 
lead and 


2K | af, V. T1 & j EW. S. 19.t 


de of good courage, were then found to be timorous; fo 
could not ſuſtain the firſt onſet, nor bear up againſt the 
crews, but fled away. as thinking this would afford taem 
nore likely way for their eſcape than fighting, for they de- 
add upon their cities, which were ſtrong, from which yet 
y reaped no advantage when they were forced to fly to 
em; for as ſoon as the Hebrews ſaw them giving ground, 
xy immediately purſued them cloſe; and when they had 
Ren their ranks, they greatly terrified them, and ſome of 
m broke off from the reſt, and ran away to the cities. Now 
Het re vs purſued them briſkly, and obttinately perſevered 
the labour> they had already undergone ; ; and being very 
ful in flinging, and very dextrous in throwing of darts, or 
thing elſe of that Kind, and alſo having on nothing but 
ht armour, which made them quick in the purſuit. they 
ertook their enemies; and for thoſe that were moſt remote, 
d could not be overtaken, they reached them by their ſlings, 
d their bows, ſo that many were ſlain; and thoſe that 
caped the laughter were ſorely wounded, and theſe were 
| re diſtreſſed with thirſt than with any of thoſe that fought 
, ia them, for it was the ſummer ſeaſon, and when the 
thifWcztelt number of them were brought down to the river, out 
dere to drink; as alſo, when others fled away by troops, 
polW* Hebrews came round them, and ſhot at them, ſo that 
bt oat with darts, and what with arrows, they made a ſlaugh- 
bred of them all. Sihon alio their king was flain. So the 
bi ebrews ſpoiled the dead bodies, and took their prey. The 
er Had aiſo which they took was full of abundance of fruits, and 
e army went all over it without fear, and fed their cattle 
hi on it, and they took the enemies priſoners, for they could 
al vay put a ftop to them, ſince all the fighting men were 
co: liroyed. Such was the deitruction which overtook the A- 
uraWorites, who were neither ſagacious in counſel, nor coura- 
vou dus in action. Hereupon the Hebrews took poſſeſſion of 
„er land, which is a country fituate between three rivers, 
hid naturally reſembling an iſland, the river Arnon being its 
.Wuthern limit; the river Jabbok determining its northern 
Kine, which running into Jordan loſes its own name, and 
refWikcs the other, while Jordan itſelf runs aloi g 57 it, on its 
ui eſtern coaſt. 
eln z. When matters were come to this ſtate. Og, the king of 


lead and Gaulanitis, fell upon the Iſraelites, He brought 
an 
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an army with kim, and came a1 haſte to the aſſiſtance g 


b. VI. 


om his ance 


friend Sihon But though he found him already {1:in Mes, {a how 
did he reſolve ſlill to come and fight the Hebrews, ſupported on 
he ſhould be too hard for them, and being defirous to Wl: be was n 
their valour ; but failing of his hope, he was both hin ed not me 


ented wit 
Wo lorbidde 
ze than W 
- words; b 
dcin, after t 
came out 
bought to h 
11 ſo he r. 


ſlain in the battle and all his army was deſtroyed. So 
ſes paſſed over the river Jabbok, and over- ran the kingt 
of Og. He overthrew their cities, and flew all their in! 
bitants, who yet exceeded in riches all the men in that 
ot the contineat, on account of the goodneſs of the ſoil, 
the great quantity of his wealth Now Og had very g 
equals, either in the largeneſs of his body, or handſomen 
of his appearance, He was alſo a man of great activity, 


the ule of his hands, ſo thar his ations were not unequal et them. 
the vaſt largeneſs, and. handſome appearance of his bo um, wh 
And men could eaſily gueſs at his ſtreneth and magnitufochets at 
when they took his bed at Rabbath, the royal city of ea, ſent | 


Ammonites; its ſtructure was of iron its breadth four Mabaſſadors 
bits, and r'slength a cubit more than double thereto. Ho the mig 
ever. his fail did not only improve the circumſtances of (Wi: So K 


' Hebre vs for the preſent, but by his death he was the oc kindly 
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fon of farther good ſucceſs to them; for they preſently to 
thoſe ſixty cities which were encompaſſed with excc'l: 
walls, and had been ſubject to him, and all got both in 
neral and 1n particular a great prey. 


CHAP. VL 
Concerning Balaam the Prophet, and what Lind of man he wa 
5 1. Now Moſes, when he had brought his army to ſo 


x dan, pitched his camp in the great plain oy 
againſt Jericho. This city is a very happy ſituation, 2 


very fit for producing palm trees and balſam. And now i vor. I. 
Iſraclites began to be very proud of themſelves and we 5 

very eager for fighting. Moſes then, after he had offered {MW What! 
a few days ſacrifices of thankſgiving to God and feafted ti viz. il: 
people, ſent a party of armed men to lay waite the country Ammon, 
the Midiauites, and to take their cities. Now the occaſio 2 15 
which he took for making war upon them was this that fo . 


lows. 
2. When Balak, the king of the Moabites, who ha 
fre 

6 


them by £ 
tions, and 
{ily deltr 
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om his anceſtors a fiiend(hip and league with the Midia- 
tes, ſaw how greatly the Iſraelites were grown, he was much 
F:irlited on account of his own and his kingdom's danger; 
i he was not “ acquainted with this, that the Hebrev;s 
211d not meddle with any other country, but were to be 
rented with the poſſeſſion of the land of Canaan, God ha- 
ng ſorbidden them to go any farther. So he, with more 
ite than wiſdom, feſolved to make an attempt upon them 
words; but he did not judge it prudent to fight againſt 
cn, after they had had ſuch proſperous ſucceſſes, and even 
cci:ne out of ill ſucceſſes more happy than before, but he 
Lozzht to hinder them, if he could, from growing greater, 
11 ſo he reſolved to ſend ambaſſadors to the Midianites 
ut them. Now theſe Midianites knowing there was one 
alaam, who lived by Euphratcs, and was the greatelt of the 
mhets at that time, and one that was in friendſbip with 
hem, ſent ſome of their honourable princes along with the 
mbaitadors of Balak, to intreat the prophet to come to them, 
hat he might imprecate curſes to the deſtruction of the Iſra- 
tes. So Balaam reccived the ambaſſadors, and treated them 
ery kindly ; and when he had ſupped, he inquired what was 
z50d's will, and what thi matter was for which the Midia— 
tes intreated him to come to them? But when God oppo— 
ed his going, he came to the ambaſſadore, and told them, 
ict he was himſelf very willing and defirous to comply with 
cir requeſt, but informed them, that God ws oppoſite to 
is intentions, even that God who had railed him to great 
coutation on account of the truth of his predictions, for that 
this army, which they intreated him to come to curſe, was 
ja the favour of God; on which account he adviſed them to 
% home again, and not to perſiſt in their enmity againſt the 
Iſraelites: And when he had given them that anſwer, he 


» 08Milraifſed the ambaiſadors. 

w till Vo... I. R 3. Now 
wet 

ed What Joſephus here remarks, is well worth our remark in this place 
d ti, viz. chat the Iſraelites were ncvez to meddle with the Moabitcs, 
ry vr Ammonites, or any other people, but thoſe belonging to the land of 
alia naan, and. the countries of Sihon and Og beyond Jordan, as far as 


the deſert und Euphrates, and that therefore no other pcople had reaſon 
o car the conquells of the Ifraclites ; but that thoſe countries, given 
them by God, were thcir proper and peculiar portion among the na- 
hans, and that all who endeavoured to diſpoſſeſs them might ever be 
fr ly deilroyed by them, 
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3. Now the Midianites, at the earneſt inſtances, and fe 
vent intreaties of Balak, ſent other ambaſſadors to Balaiy 
who deſiring to gratify the men, inquired again of God; 
he was diſpleaſed at this“ [ſecond] trial, and bid him b 
no means to contradia the ambaſſadors. Now Balaam d 
not imagine that God gave this injunction in order to deceiy 
him, ſo he went along with the ambaſſadors: But when th 
divine angel met him in the way, when he was in a narrg 
paſſage, and hedged in with a wall on both ſides, the aſs o 
which Balaam rode, underſtood that it was a divine ſpiri 
that met him, and thruſt Balaam to one of the walls, with 
out regard to the ſtripes which Balaam, when he was hurt 
the wall, gave her; but when the aſs, upon the angels con 
tinuance to diſtreſs her, and upon the ſtripes which wer 
given her, fell down, by the will of God ſhe made ule of th 
voice of a man, and complained of Balaam, as acting unjuſi! 
to her; that whereas he had no fault to find with her in he 
former ſervice to him, he now inflited ſtripes upon her, x 
not underſtanding that ſhe was hindered from ſerving him it 
what he was now going about, by the providence of God 
And when he was diſturbed by reaſon of the voice of the 20 
which was that of a man, the angel plainly appeared to hin 
and blamed him for the ſtripes he had given his aſs; and in 
formed him, that the brute creature was not in fault, but tha hd 
he was himſelf come to obſtruct his journey, as being con ol wi 


trar) . 
| ſuch thin, 
Note, that Joſephus never ſuppoſes Balaam to be an idolater, ne other peo 
to ſeek idolatrous enchantments, or to propheſy falſely, but to be 10 which he 
other than an ill-diſpoſed prophet of the true God; and intimates, that 4 

God's anſwer the ſecond time, permitting him to go, was ironical, an man 
on deſign that he ſhould be deceived, (which tort of deception, by way © the ſea 
of puniſhment for former crimes, Joſephus never ſcruples to admit, be ſufficie 
ever eſteeming ſuch wicked men juſtly and providentially deceived and every 
But perhaps we had better keep here cloſe to the text; which ſay your ft 
Numb xxiii. 20, 21. that God only permitted Balaam to go along with . : 

the ambaſſadors, in caſe they came and called him, or poſitively infiſte ee 
on his going along with them, on any terms: Whereas Balaam ſeem: land of C 
out of impatience, to have riſen up in the morning and ſaddled his «i uvely tey 
and rather to have called them, than ſtayed for their calling him; ſo 2c to be you 
lous does he ſecm to have been for his reward of divination, his wage: « your poſt 
wnrighteouſneſs. Numb. axii. 7, 17, 18, 37. 2 Pet. ii. 15. Jude, v. 11 h . 
which reward or wages the truly religious prophets of God never re the cont! 
of heave! 
will not 


quired, nor accepted, as our Joſephus juſtly takes notice in the caſes ol 
Samuel, Antiq, B. V. ch. iv. § 1. vol. II. and Daniel, Antiq. B. X. ch 


xi. § 3. See alſo Gen. xiv. 22, 23. 2 Kings v. 15, 16, 26, 27. an 
Acts viii. I8,—24, 5 
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ary to the will of God. Upon which Balaam was afraid, 
ad was preparing to return back again, yet did God excite 
im to go on his intended way; but added this injunction, 
bat he ſhould declare nothing but what he himſelf ſhould 
zeſt to his mind. 

g. When God had given him this charge, he came to Ba- 
k; and when the King had entertained him in a magnifi- 


take a view of the ſtate of the camp of the Hebrews. 
lak himſelf alſo came to the mountain, and brought the 
zophet along with him with a royal attendance. This 
wuntain lay over their heads, and was diſtant fixty furlongs 
om the camp. Now when he ſaw them, he deſired the 
ing to build him ſeven altars, and to bring kim as many 
alls and rams; to which deſire the King did preſently con- 
rm. He then flew the ſacrifices, and offered them as burnt 
ferings, that he might obſerve ſome ſignal of the flight of 
te Hebrews, Then ſaid he, Happy is this people on 
whom God beſtows the poſſeſſion of innumerable good 
things, and grants them his own providence to be their 
aſſiſtant and their guide! ſo that there is not any nation 
among mankind but you will be eſteemed ſuperior to them 
in virtue, and in the earneſt proſecution of the beſt rules 
of life, and of ſuch as are pure from wickedneſs ; and will 
leave thoſe rules to your excellent children, and this out 
of the regard that God bears to you, and the proviſion of 
ſuch things for you as may render you happier than any 
no other people under the fun. You ſhall retain that land to 
+ ich he bath ſent you, and it ſhall ever be under the 


command of your children; and both all the earth, as well 


„is the ſea, ſhall be filled with your glory: and you ſhall 
be ſufficiently numerous to ſupply the world.in general, 
0 and every region of it in particular, with inhabitants out 
of your ſtock, However, O bleſſed army! wonder that 
1.88 /9u are become ſo many from one father: And truly, the 
m land of Canaan can now hold you, as being yet compara— 
rely few; but know ye that the whole world is propoſed 
col to be your place of habitation for ever. The multitude of 
your poſterity alſo ſhall live as well in the iſlands, as on 
the continent, and that more in number than are the ſtars 
ef heaven. And when you are become ſo many, God 
chi vill not relinquiſh the care of you, but will afford you an 

| R 2 * abundance 


ent manner, he deſired him to go to one of the mountains 


* 
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* abundance of all good things in time of peace, wich; 

_ © tory and dominion in time of war. May the chilere 
* your enemies have an inclination to fight againſt you; ; 
*© may they be fo hardy as to come to arms, and to aft 
© you in battle, for they will not return with 12 N 
will their return be agreeable to their children and v. 

To fo great a degree of valour will you be railed * 
. 1 of God, who is able to diminiſh the aſſlue, 
ef ſome, and to ſupply the wants of others.” 

5. Thus did Balaam ſpeak by inſpiration, as not being 
his own power, but moved to ſay what he did by the dis 
{pirit. Put when Balak was di! (pleaſed, and ſaid he þ 
broken the contract ne had made, whereby he was to com 
as he and his confederates had invited him, by the promi 
of creat preſents; for whereas he came to curſe their eben 
he had made an encomium upon them, and had declared 
they were the happieſt of men. [o which Balaam replie 
„0 Balak, if thou rightly conſidereſt this whole matt 
** canlt thou ſuppoſe that it is in our power to be ſilent, ( 
to fay any thing when the ſpirit of God ſeizes upon uy 
lor he pats ſuch words as he pleaſes in our mouths, a 
ſuch diſcourſes as ve are not ourſelves conſcicus os 
„ell remember by what intreaties both you and the At 
& anites fo joyiully brought me hither, and on that ace 
I took this journey. It wes my prayer, that I might n 
gut any affront upon vou, as to what you defired of mt 
© bat God is more powerful than the purpolts I had ma 
to ſerve vou, Tor thoſe that take upon them to foretel t! 
* aifairs of mankind, as from their own abilities, are ent 
ly unable to do it, or to forbear to utter what God fv 
wells to them, or to offer violence to his will; for wi: 
he prevents us, and enters into us, nothing that we lay 
* our own, I then did not intend to praiſe this army, n 
to go over the ſeveral good things which God intended 
do to their race, but ſince he was ſo favourable to then 
and ſo ready to beſtow upon them an happy life, and ett 
nal glory, he ſuggeſted the declaraticn cf thoſe things ! 
me. But now, becaule it is my deſire to oblige thee th! 
{© felf, as well as the Midianites, whoſe intreaties it is nc 


I may lze whether I can perſuade God to permit we ! 
(5 lj if 


decent for me to reject, goto, let us again rear other a 
** tars, and offer the like ſacrifices that we did before, tin 
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ich bind theſe men with curſes.““ Which, when Balak had a- 
ren Ceed to, God would not even upon * ſecond ſacrifices con- 
ou; ent to his curſing the Iſraelites. Then fell Balaam upon his 
> ate, and foretold what calamities would befal the ſeveral 


ings of the nations, and the moſt eminent cities, ſome of 
hich of old were not ſo much as inhabited; which events 
are come to paſs among the ſeveral people concerned, both 
1 the foregoing ages. and in this, till my own memory, bot]: 
y ſea and by land. From which completion of all theſe pre- 
jitions that he made, one may eaſily gueſs that the reſt will 
bare their completions in time to come. 

6. But Balak being very angry that the Iſraelites were 
ot curſed, ſent away Balaam without thinking him worthy 
{any honour. Whereupon, when he was juſt upon his 
burney, in order to paſs the Euphrates, he ſeat for Balak, 
nd for the princes of the Midianites, and ſpake thus to them: 
„0 Balak, and you Midianites that are here preſent, (for 


man | am obliged, even without the will of God, to gratity 
ent, WM" you), it is true no entire deſtruction can ſeize upon the 
on nation of the Hebrews, neither by war, nor by plague, 
„ MF" oor by ſcarcity of the fruits of the earth, nor can any o- 
„ther unexpected accident be their entire ruin; for the pro- 
ig vidence of God is concerned to preſerve them from ſuch 
_ misfortune, nor will it permit any ſuch calamity to come 
ei upon them whereby they may all perith : but ſome ſmall 
_—_ 6 1 and thoſe for a ſhort time, whereby they 
we may appear to be brought low, may ſtill befall them but 
telt after that they will flouriſh again, to the terror of thoſe 
ent that brought thoſe miſchiefs upon them. So that if you 
d have a mind to gain a victory over them for a mort ſpace 
v.10 © of time, you will obtain it by following my directions: 
y Do you therefore ſet out the handtomeſt of fuch of your 
„ „ daughters as are moſt eminent for beauty, and proper to 
[cl MW © force and conquer the modeſty of thoſe that behold them, 
the © and thefe decked and trimmed to the higheſt degree you 
et: © are able: Then do you fend them to be near the Iſraclites 
651 R 3 ; camp; 
* 
8 ne * Whether Joſephus tad in his copy but two at tem pts of Palaem in 
er to curſe Ifrael, or whether by this his teavice Heri ſa Nee, be Meant 
ua e beſide that firſt time already mentioned, Whien yet is not ver / 
| probable, cannot now be' certainly Jetermined. In the mean time, uit. 


ne other copies have (I ec ſuch atteinpts of Balaa:n to carſe them in the 


big pretent hiſtory. 
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camp; and give them in charge, that when the young w 
of the Hebrews deſire their company, they allow it had N 


and when they ſee that they are enamoured of them, 1 :c agreed 
them take their leaves, and if they entreat them to 9 ſich honou 

let them not give their conſent til they have perſuaded iht ſay that yo 
* to leave off their obedience to their own laws, and scben you 
85 10 of that God who eſtabliſhed them, aad to worſu our ſentre 
us * the gods of the Midianites and Mozbites, for by this meas your good. 

God will be angry * at them.” Accordingly, her es clad to 
Rk had fuggeſted this council to them, he went his war are "aTraid 


and vill t 
aſter an 19 
would EXC 
zut the you 
jrance they 


7. So when the Midianites had ſent theis daughters, 
Balaam had exhorted them, the Hebrew young men were! 
lured by their beauty, and came to diſcourſe with then, an 
beſought them not to grudge them the enjoyment of th: 
beauty, nor to deny them their converſation. "Theſe &v;; 


ters of the Midianites received their words gladly, and e requel 
ſented to it, and ſtaid with them; but when they had bros t then, ſ⸗ 
them to be enamoured of them, and their inclinations tothe of ſuc 
were grown to ripeneſs, they began to think of departing terent 
from them, then it was that theſe men became greatly MF ed are 
conſolate at the womens departure, and they were ur; ca nt com. 
with them not to leave them, but begged they would cn you wou! 
tinue there, and become their wives; and they pror.i{M worſhip « 
them, they ſhould be owned as miſtreſſes of all they u tion oft! 
This they ſaid with an oath ; and called God for the arti" promile 
trator of what they promiled; and this with tears in their eye] ie the 


% complain 
„wotſhip 
* while OL 
„belong! 
muſt eithe 


and all other ſuch marks of concern 2s might ſhew how mi 
ſerable they thought themſelves without them, and ſo mizh 
move their compaſſion for them. So the women, as ſoon 2 
they perceived they had made them their ſlaves, and ha 
caught them with their converſation, began to ſpeak thus i 
them: 

8. O you illeftriovs young men! we have houtes 0 


„our cu at home, and great plenty of good things there + What 
i 1 7 | me! "710 C 
together with the natural affectionate love of our paren! * 7 ; 


*:2ad friends; nor is it out of our want of any ſuch thingi 
© that we come to diſcourſe with you, nor did we admit d 
„ your 


implied the 
given chen 
obſerved un 
gives us a 
nder the 


* This grand maxim, that God's people of Tſrae! could never be π⁹⁴ g. 
IN TiC WOr 


wor de/eroyed 75 out by arawing them to fin gt God, appears to be truc, 
the entire h. ftory of that people, both in the Bible, and in Joſep whether C 
and 23 often taken notice of in them both. See in particular a moſt re- Cod, or by 
warkati: Ammonite teſtimony to this purpoſe, Judith, v. 5,---21. Iolatry. 


your 


ert, 
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tour invitation with deſign to proſtitute the beauty of our 
body for gain, but taking you for brave and worthy men, 
xe agreed to your requelt, that we migl:t treat you with 
ſich honours as hoſpitality required: and now ſeeing you 
ay that you have a great affection for us, and are troubled 
when you think we are departing, we are not averſe to 
rour entreaties; and if we may receive ſuch aſſurance of 
your good- will as-we think can be alone ſufficient, we will 
e glad to lead ou lives with you as your wives, but we 
are afraid that you will in time be weary of our company, 
end weill then abuſe us, and ſend us back to our parents, 
aſter an 1gnominious manner; and they defired that they 
would excule them in their guarding againſt that danger.“ 
ut the young men profeſſed they would give them any af. 
jrance they ſhould deſire; nor did they at all contradict what 
ey requeſted, fo great was the paſſion they had for them. 
It then, ſaid they, this be your zeſo ution, ſince you make 
uſe of luch * cuttoms and conduct of lite as are entirely 
{;{fferent from all other men, inſomuch that yonr kinds of 
Hod are peculiar to yourſelves, and your kinds of drink 
not common to others, it will be abſolutely neceſlary, if 
vou would have us for your wives, that you do withal 
* worſhip our Gods: Nor can there be any other demonſtra- 
tion of the kindneſs which you fay you already have, and 
" promiſe to have hereafter to us, than this, that you wor- 
alp the ſame gods that we do; for has any one reaſon to 
complain, that no you are come into this country, you thould 
* wor{hip the proper god: of the ſame country ? eſpecially 
„while our gods are common to all men, and yours ſuch as 
belong to no body elle dt yourſelves,” So they ſaid they 
muſt either come into ſuch methads of divine worſhip » all 
N others 


# What Joſephus here puts into the mouths of theſe Midianite wo— 
men, who came to entice the liraclites to lewdnels and idolatry, viz. 
that their worſhip of the God of Lirael, ia oppotition to their idol gods, 
implied their living according to the holy laws which the true God hal 
given them by Moles, in oppoſition to thote impure laws which were 
oſerved under their falſe gods, well deſerves our conſideration; and 
ves us a tublantial reaſon tor the great concern that was ever ſhewed 
under the law of Moſes, to preſerve the Iſraclites from idolatry, and 
in the worſhip of the true God, it being of 10 les conſequence then, 
whether God's people thould be governed by the holy laws of the true 
Cod, or by the impnre laws, derived from demons, under the Pagan 
idolatry. 
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others came into, or elſe they muſt look out or ano² ts to © 
world, wherein they may live by themſelves, according Me bor, An 
their own laws. ä lu. But « 
9. Now the young men were induced by the fondnei; th eed, Mo 


had for theſe women, to think they ſpake very well, ſo 1,8 :5 thou a! 
gave themſclves up to what they perſuaded them, and tr: tem, 128 
greſſed their own laws; and {uppoling there were many g tus, tho 
and reſolving that they would ſacrifice to them according Wi bedſt Kkne 
the laws of that country which ordained them, they both we thou 


delighted with there firange food, and went on to do eve nical 
thing that the women would have them do, though in c +> und: 
tradiction to their own laws; ſo far indeed that this tu de on 
greſſion was already gone through the whole army of the vou der 
men, and they fell into a ſedition that was much worſe ti i #0t 5 
the former, and into danger of the entire abolition of h eng 
own inſtitutions ; for when once the youth had taſted dee, t 
theſe (trange cuſtoms, they went with inſatiable inclination L. zu prin 
into them; and even where tome of the principal men ve t {#75 
illuſtrious on account of the virtues of their fathers, they al elf; bu 
ſo were corrupted together with the reſt. ru pre 
10. Even Zimri, the head of the tribe of Simeon zg © 1518 
companied with Cozbi, a Midianitifh woman, who was h nion 
daughter of Sur, a man of authority in that country; anWM* lat [ 
being defired by his wife to difregard the law of Moſes, a ter den 
to follow thoſe ſhe was uſed to he complied with her, a warriee 
this both by ſacrificing after a manner different from his π¹i arc. 
and by taking a ſtranger to wife. When things were thut (14ly ] 
Moſes was afraid that matters ſhould grow worſe, and call © ! ſacrit 
the people to a congregation, but then accuſed no body H ii 
name, as un willing to drive thoſe into deſpair who, by lyMW* ² 2 
ing concealed, might come to repentance ; but he ſaid, Tu © 19410 y; 
they did not do what was either worthy of themſelves, of one m 
* of their fathers, by preferring pleaſure to God, and to th dclares 
living according to his will: that it was fit they ſhould © wylel 
change their courſes, while their affairs were (till in a good 12. E 
© flate; and think that to he true fortitude which offers no |: 2nd | 
violence to their laws, but that which reſiſts their luis pace, b 


% And beſides that, he ſaid, it was not a reaſonable thing cauſe 
% when they had lived ſoberly in the wilderneſs, to act mad lis inſo! 
* ly now they were in proſperity; and that they ought not wd wi 
** to loſe, now they have abundance, what they had gained de im} 
« when they had little.“ And ſo did he endeavour, by l:y- titude : 


ns 
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ano this to correct the young men, to bring them to repent- 
rding Me for what they had done. 

11. But Zimri aroſe up after him, and faid, “ Yes in- 
deed, Moles, thou art at liberty to make uſe of ſuch laws 
as thou art fo fond of, and halt, by accutioming thyſelf to 
them, raade them firm1 z otherwiſe, i it things had not been 
thus, thou hadit often been punithcd before now, aud 
 hxdit known, that the Hebrews are not calily put upon; 
but thou ſhalt not have me one of thy wollowers in thy ty- 
re nnical commands, for thou doſt nothing elie hitherto, 

out, under pretence of laws, and of God, wickedly im- 
poſe on us flavery, and gain dominion to thylelt, while 
tou deprivelt us of the ſweetneſs of life, which conliſts 
+11 acting according to our own wills, and is the rigat wo 
ge men, and of thoſe that have no lord over them. Na 
indeed, this man is harder upon the ebrews than were the 
Lzuptians themſelves, as prote 'nding to punich according to 

is laws every one's acting what is molt agreeable to him- 
ſelf; but thou tay elt. better deſerve to ſafer punichment, 
729 preſumeſt to aboliſh what every one acknowledges to 
be Khat is good for him, and aimeſt to make thy ungle 

-121on to have more force than that of all the reit; and 
| Sha I now do, and think to be right, I {hall not hereat- 
# ter deny to be accord: ing to my own ſentiments, I have 
r, an married, as thou ſaveil rightly, a range woman, and thou 
% heareſt what I do from my elk 23 f:om one that is free, for 
* iruly I did nct intend to conceal myſelf. I allo own, that 
I ſacrifice to thoſe gods to w hom you do n2t'think fit to 
(ICLIHICC 3 and LI think it right to come at truth by inqui— 
ring of many people, and not like one that lives under ty- 

ranny, to ſulfer the whole hope of my life to depend upon 
one man: nor ſhall any one find caule to rejoice, who de- 
clares himſelf to have more authority over my actions than 
: myſel .* 

12. Nom when Zimri had ſaid theſe things, about what 
12 and ſome others had wickediy done, the prople held their 
peace, both out of fear of what might come upon them, and 
ecauſe they faw that their legit illator was not w illing to bring 
nis inſolence before the public any farther, or openly to con- 
not tend with him, for he avoided that lett many ſhould imitate 
neh the impudence of his language, and thereby diſturb the mol: 


titude: upon this the altembly was diſſolved, However, the 
miſchievous 
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miſchievous attempt had proceeded farther, if Zimri had 
been firſt ſlain, which came to paſs on the following oc 
fion : Phineas, a man in other reſpects better than the ref 
the young men, and alſo one that ſurpaſſed his contempo 
ries in the dignity of his father, (for he was the ſon of El, 
zer the high prieſt, and the grandſon of [Aaron] Moſe 
brother), who was greatly troubled at what was done 
Zimri, reſolved in earneſt to inflict puniſhment on him, 
fore his unworthy behaviour ſhould grow ſtronger by img 
nity, and in order to prevent this tranſgreſſion from proceet 
ing farther, which would happen if the ringleaders were n 
punithed, He was of ſo great magnanimity, both in ſtreng 
of mind and body, that when he undertook any very dangt 
Tous attempt, he did not leave tt off till he overcame it, an 
got an entire victory; ſo he came into Zimri's tent, and ſl 
him with his javelin, and with it he flew Cozbi alſo. Ups 
which all thoſe young men that had a regard to virtue, an( 
aimed to do a glorious action, imitated Phineas's boldnelx 
and flew thoſe that were found to be guilty of the ſame crim 
with Zimri. Accordingly many of thoſe that had tranſgre 
ſcd periſhed by the magnanimous valour of thoſe young men 
the reſt all periſhed by a plague, which diſtemper God him 
ſelf inflicted upon them; ſo that all thoſe their kindred, wh 
inſtead of hindering them from ſuch wicked actions, as the 
ought to have done, had perſuaded them to go on, wert 
eſteemed by God as partners in their wickedneſs, and died 
Accordingly there periſhed out of the army no fewer than 
* fourteen [twenty-four] thouſand at time. 
13. This was the cauſe why Moſes was provoked to ſend 
an army to deſtroy the Midianites ; concerning which expe- 
dition we ſhall ſpeak preſently, when we have firſt related 
what we have omitted; for it is but juſt not to paſs over our 
legiſlator's due encomium, on account of his conduct here, 
becauſe, although this Balaam,-who was ſent for by the Mi- 
dianites to curſe the Hebrews, and when he was hindered 
from doing it by divine providence, did (till ſuggeſt that ad- 
vice-to them, by making uſe of which our enemies had well 
nigh corrupted the whole multitude of the Hebrews with 
* | their 
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The miſtake in all Joſephus's copies, Greek and Latin, which have Wye tho 
here 14,000 inſtead of 24,000, is ſo flagrant, that our very learned edi- WI: ( 
tors, Bernard and Hudſon, have put the latter number directly into the — 
text. I chooſe rather to put it in brackets. Uanites 
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g ocic wiles, till ſome of them were deeply infected with their 
e rei nions, yet did he do him great honour, by ſetting down 
mp prophecies in writing. And while it was in his power to 
f EM im this glory to himſelf, and make men believe they were 


;own predictions, their being no one that could be a wit- 
s againſt him, and accuſe him for ſo doing, he ſtill gave 
s atteſtation to him, and did him the honour to make men- 
on of him on this account, But let every one think of 
ele matters as he pleafes. 

4 6 
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dang Iv the Hebrews fought with the Midianites, and overcame 
It, an them 

id ſe ; 


. Now Moſes ſent an army againſt the land of Mi. 

dian, for the cauſes forementioned, in all twelve 
booſand, taking an equal number out of every tribe, and ap- 
dinted Phineas for their commander; of which Phineas we 
ade mention a little before, as he that had guarded the laws 
the Hebrews, and had inflicted puniſhment upon Zimri 
hen he had tranſgreſſed them. Now the Midianites per- 
tired before hand how the Hebrews were coming, and would 


the ddenly be upon them, they aſſembled their army together, 

weich ed fortified the entrances into their country, and there 

5 waited the enemy's coming. When they were come, and 
an 


hey had joined battle with them, an immenſe multitude of 
he Midianites fell ; nor could they be numbered, they were 
very many: And among them fell all their kings, five in 
umber, viz, Evi, Zur, Reba, Hur, and Rekem, who was 
if the ſame name with a city, the chief and capital of all A- 
bia, which is till now ſo called, by the whole Arabian na- 
tion, Arecem, from the name of the king that built it, but 


Mi- by the Greeks called Petra. Now when the enemies were 
ered Wiſcomfited, the Hebrews ſpoiled their country, and took a 
Treat prey, and deſtroyed the men that were its inhabitants, 
we 


topether with the women; only they let the virgins alone, as 
Moſes had commanded Phineas to do, who indeed came 
back, bringing with him an army that had received no harm, 
and a great deal of prey; fifty-two thouſand beeves, ſeventy- 
«di. five thouſand fix hundred ſheep, fixty thouſand aſſes, with an 
the immenſe quantity of gold and ſil ver furniture, which the Mi- 
dianites made uſe of in their houſes; for they were fo 

wealthy, 
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wealthy, that they were very luxurious. There were af, \Wiſfoles to g. 
captive about * thirty-two thouſand virgias. So Moſes pu Amorites, 
ed the prey into parts, and gave one fiftieth part to 11-8" fruitfu 
and the two priefts. and another fiftieth part to the Leung that 
and diſtributed the reſt of the prey among the people. Af nd invent 
which they lived happily, as having obtained an abundancy Bn 
nd 1ald, 


good things by their valour; and there being no mis{orty 
that attended them, or hindered their enjoyment of g 
happineſs. 

2. But Moſes was now grown old, and appointed [ol 


| cowardic 
 exſe, whi 
obtain th 


for his ſucceſſor, both to receive directions from God s Vere not 
prophet, and for a commander of the army, if they ſhould ing hard 
any time ſtand in need of ſuch an one: and this was ( ' promile, 
by the command of God, that to him the care of the t nies wh 
ſhould be committed. Now ſoſhua had been inſtructed ia, land. ; 

thoſe kinds of learning which concerned the laws, and gt witl 
himſelf, and Moſes had been his inſtructor. juſt cauſ 


ogy for tl 
' of their 
that the 
leave th 
thereby 
ditficulti 


3. At this time it was, that the two tribes of Gad, a 
Reubel, and the half tribe of Manaſſch, abounded in a m 
titude of cattle, as well as in all other kinds of proſper 


whence they had a meeting, and in a body came and beſoug 
Mol 


* The ſlanghter of all the Midianfte women, that had proftint at“ vy! 

11 „lee » Tx” ranges "yy " e 5822 * 1 
themſelves to the lewd Liracutes, and the pretervation of thoſe: t (ſerve th 
had not been guilty therein; the laſt of which were no fewer than 325 beſtow t 
both here, and Numb. xxxi. 15, 16, 17, 35, 40, 46. and both by of th 
particular command or Cod, are highly remarkable; and ſhew, th ot t e | 
even in nations otherwile, lor their wickednels, doomed to. deftructio hey ſaid 
the innocent were ſometümes particutarly and providentially taken ua, and 
of, and delivered froin that deſtruction, which directly implies, that les 

* 22 2d 2 3 h P'S, 4 . Yer 0 po ce S | 
was the wickednels of the nations of Canaan, and nothing cle, ti hat th 
gccaliuned their exciſion. See Gen. xv. 16. 1. Sam. xv. 18, 33. Cot at t ey 


titut. Apoſt. B. VIII. ch. xii. p. 402. In the firſt of which places d things we 
reaton of the delay of the punithment of the Amorites is given, Ve eſhon of 
heir miguity was not yet fall. In the ſecond, Saul is ordered to 5% into, them 
dejlrov the firners, the Amatekites, plainly implying, that they were the iſe th 
fore to be deſtroyed becauſe they were firners, and not otherwiſe. s tney 
the third, the reaſon is given, why King Agag was not to be ſpai their futu 
viz. became of his former cruelty, as thy ſword hath made [the Heorei 4, Mo 
women ehIdlcfs, fo Hai thy mother be made childleſs among wwone! pe of the 
the Hebrews. In the laſt place, the Apoſtles, or their amanuenſis C bien 
ment, give this reaſon for the neceſſity of the coming of Chritt, i. Shae 
men hai formerly perverted beth the projitive law, and that of nat ly , and 
aud had c out of their mind the memory of the feu, the buining their ban 
Sodom, the plagues of the Egyptians, and the fluughters of the iu whom thi 
tant. of Paieſtine, as ſigns of moſt amazing impenitence, and inſcuf! V 
ty under the puniſtneuts of horrid wickedae(s, * 


. VII. THE JEWS. 


oſes to give them, as their peculiar portion, that land of the 
Amorites, which they had taken by right of war, becauſe it 
xs fruitful, and good for feeding of cattle. But Moſes ſup- 
ofing that they were afraid of fighting with the Canaanites, 
id invented this proviſion for their cattle an handſome ex- 
uſe for avoiding that war, he called them arrant cowards ; 
nd ſaid, ** They had only contrived a decent excuſe for that 
' cowardice, and that they had a mind to live in luxury and 
eaſe, while all the reſt were labouring with great pains to 
obtain the land they were deſirous to have, and that they 
ere not willing to march along, and undergo the remain- 
ing hard ſervice, whereby they were, under the divine 
' promiſe, to paſs over Jordan, and overcome thoſe our enc- 
mies which God had ſhewed them, and fo obtain their 
land.“ But theſe tribes, when they ſaw that Moſes was 
ngry with them, and when they could not deny but he had 
juſt cauſe to be diſpleaſed at their petition, made an apo- 
ogy for themſelves ; and ſaid, That © it was not on account 
' of their fear of dangers, nor on account of their lazineſs, 
that they made this requeſt to him, but that they might 
lexve the prey they had gotten in places of ſafety, and 
thereby might be more expedit, and ready to undergo 
difficulties, and to fight battles,” They added this alſo, 
at“ when they had built cities, wherein they might pre- 
' ſerve their children, and wives, and poſſeſſions, if he would 
' beſtow them upon them, they would go along with the reſt 
'of the army.“ Hereupon Moſes was pleaſed with what 
hey ſaid: So he called for Eleazar the high prieſt, and Jo- 
aua, and the chief of the tribes, and permitted theſe tribes 
0 poſſeſs the land of the Amorites ; but upon this condition, 
hat they ſhould join with their kiaſmen in the war, until all 
things were ſettled. Upon which condition they took poſ- 
ſeſſion of the country, and built them ſtrong cities, and put 
into them their children, and their wives, and whatſoever 
\ We they had that might be an impediment to the labours of 
> (;aWbeir future marches. 2 


ew, to 
ſi ructio 


11:51: 4. Moſes alſo now built thoſe ten cities, which were to 
e of the number of the forty-eight [ for the Levites ]; three 
% e which he allotted to thoſe that flew any perſon in volunta- 


- 111 Wiily, and fled to them, and he aſſigned the ſame time for 
ning their baniſhment with that of the life of that high prieſt under 


„ rhom the laughter and flight happened, after which death of 
tent.) You I. 8 the 


* — ; — 
8 
— — i. —B— ih 


2 : 
_ — —W ————ñ ̃˙‚⏑—— — 


— 56 ANTIQUITIES OF Bom 


the high prieſt he permitted the ſlayer to return home, Dy; 
ing the time of his exile, the relations of him that was sha 
may, by this law, kill the manſlayer, if they caught him wit 
but the bounds of the city to which he fled, though this pe 
miſſion was not granted to any other perſon. Now the citig 
which were ſet apart for this flight were theſe ; Bezer, at th 
borders of Arabia; Ramoth, of the land of Gilead; and 60 
lan, in the land of Baſhan. There were to be alſo, by Mt, 
ſes's command, three other cities allotted for the habitatiq 
of theſe fugitives out of the cities of the Levites, but not ti 
after they ſhould be in poſſeſſion of the land of Canaan, 

5. At this time the chief men of the tribe of Manaſſe 
came to Moſes, and informed him, that there was an emi 
nent man of their tribe dead, whoſe name was Zelopbehat 
who left no male children, but left daughters; and aſke 
him, Whether theſe daughters might inherit his land or not 
He made this anſwer, That if they ſhall marry into their oy 
tribe, they ſhall carry their eſtate along with them; but! 
they diſpoſe of themſelvss in marriage to men of anotbe 
tribe, they ſhall leave their inheritance in their father's tribe 
And then it was that Moſes ordained, that every one's ih 
ritance ſhould continue in his own tribe. 


GI. 
be pelity Settled by Maſes; and how he diſappeared fri 


among mankind, 


$1. Wars forty years were completed, within thin 

days, Moſes gathered the congregation togethe 
near Jordan, where the city Abila now ſtands, a place ful 
of palm trees; and all the people being come together, h 
ſpake thus to them : 

2. O you lraclites and fellow-ſoldiers | who have beet 
partners with me in this long and uneaſy journey, fince 1 
is now the will of God, and the courſe of old age, at at 
„hundred and twenty, requires it, that I ſhould depart or 
* of this life; and fince God has forbidden me to be a pa 
e tron or ar athitant to you in what remains to be done be 
* yond Jordan, I thought it reaſonable not to leave off m 
* endeavours even now fer your happineſs, but to do my ut 
© moit to procure for you the eternal enjoyment of good 
„things, and a memorial for myſelf, when you ſhall be i: 
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„the fruition of great plenty and proſperity : Come there- 
« fore, let me ſuggeſt to you by what means you may be 
6 * ha ppy, and may leave an eternal proſperous poſſeſſion there- 
of to your children after you, and then let me thus go out 
6 101 the world; and I cannot but delerve to be believed |! by 
„vou, both on account of the great things I have already 
„done for you, and becauſe, when ſouls are about to leave 
the body. they ſpeak with the ſincereit freedom. O * chil- 
© dren of Ifrael ! there is but one ſource of pappnefe for al? 
© mankind, TRE Favour or Gop, for he alone is able to give 
„good things to thoſe that deſerve them, and to.deprive 
« thole of them that ſi againſt him; towards whom, if you 
# behave yourſelves according to his will, and according to 
& what I. who well underſtand his mind, do cxhort vou to, 
„you will both be eſteemed blefled, and will be admired 
by all men; and will never come into misfortunes, nor 
i ceaſe to be happy: you will then preſerve the pofleſſion 
of the good things you already have, and will quickly on- 
© tain thoſe that you at preſent are in want of, only do you 
be obedient to thoſe whom God would have you to fot. 
* low. - Nor do you prefer any other coaſtitution of go- 
© vernment before the laws now given you; ncituer do you 
% diſregard that way of divine worſhip which you now have, 
© nor change it for any other form: And if you do this, 
„ you will be the moſt couragious of all men, in undergo - 
7 jr: © ing the fatigues of war, and will not be eafily conquered 


4 
„by any of your enemies; for while God is preſent wit]: 


thing t deſpite the oppoſition of all mankind: and great rewards 
;ethe Hof virtue are propoled for you, if you preſerve that virtue 
e full through your whole lives. Virtue itſelf is indeed the prin - 
r, B * cipal and the firſt reward, and after that it beitows abund- 
, * ance of others; ſo that your exerciſe of virtue towards 
Dee 


© other men will make your own lives happy, and render 
nce 1 © you more glorious than foreigners can be, and procure you 
at 2 © an undiſputed reputation with poſterity. Theſe bleſſings 
t ou | S 2 you 
a pa 

e be 2 here, in this one ſentence, ſums up his notion of Moſes's 
7 ml very long and very ſerious exhortations in the book of Deutronomy ; 


y ut and his words are ſo true, and of ſuch importance, that they defervs: 
to be had in conſtant remembrance both by Jews and Clurifiiens: G 
children of Ifrael ! there is bt one ſource of happineſs for all meaniind, 
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« you to aſſiſt you, it is to be expected that you will be able 
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you will be able to obtain, in caſe you hearken and! 


Cuar. VII 


* obſerve thoſe laws which, by divine revelation « diſregard 
ki: dained for you ; that is, in caſe you withal nr ny, and whe 
Fy the wiſdom that is in them. I am going from you m 9 # beaten 7 
g rejoicing in the good things you enjoy; and 1 dates | = taken av 
* you to the wiſe conduct of your law, to the becoming ö great rel 
5 der of your polity, and to the virtues of your command «ed over 
© ers, who will take care of what is for your advantag 7 both ſea 
D And that God, who has been till now your leader w þ perience 
* by whoſe good-will I have myſelf been uſeful to you, vH. ese 
7 not put a period now to his providence over you but „L would 
: long as you deſire to have him your protector, in your * to leave 
7 lvits after virtue, ſo long will you enjoy his care over you # quered 
Your high prieſt alſo Eleazar, as well as Joſhua, with thi * geltroy 
3 ſenate, and chief of your tribes, will go before you , of their 
8 ſuggeſt the beſt advices to you; by following which advice . RITTER 
- you will continue to be happy, to whom do you give ear their a 
_ without reluctance, as ſenfible that all ſuch as know well ba 
Þ how to be governed, will alſo know how to govern, if 7 
b they be promoted to that authority themſelves. Anda. 
not you eſteem liberty to conſiſt in oppoſing ſuch direction * to you 
„as your governors think fit to give you for your practice 1 
as at preſent indeed you place your liberty in nothing i ks: 
* but abuſing your benefactors; which error if you can a- T of gov 
5 void for the time to come, your affairs will be in a better , e 
2 condition than they have hitherto been: Nor do you ever * HAPPY 
oF indulge ſuch a degree of paſſion in theſe matters, as you 3. W 
2 have oftentimes done when you have been very angry at the com: 
me; for you know that J have been oftener in danger of pen 
ed wi 


2 death from you than from our enemies. What 1 now 
Fut you in mind of is not done in order to reproach you, condu© 
* for I do not think it proper, now I am going out of the gers he 
b world, to bring this to your remembrance, in order to heir f 
5 leave you offended at me, ſince at the time, when I un- upon t 
a derwent thoſe hardſhips from you, I was not angry at you, m 
bat I do it in order to make you wiſer hereafter, and to then A 
teach you that this will be for your ſecurity ; I mean, that I be. inte 
vyou never be injurious to thoſe that preſide over you even (id to 
when you are become rich, as you will be to a great de- l r 
2 gree when you have paſſed over Jordan, and are in poſſeſ - of the 
** fion of the land of Canaan, Since when you ſhall have paſt t. 
once proceeded fo far by your wealth, as to a contempt and How: 


«6 diſcegard them 
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« diſregard of virtue, you will alſo forfeit the favour of God; 
«and when you have made him your enemy, you will be 
„ heaten in war, and will have the land which you poſſeſs 
taken away again from you by your enemies, and this with 
great reproaches upon your conduct. You will be ſcatter- 
«ed over the whole world, and will, as ſlaves, entirely fill 
„both ſea and land: and when once you have had the ex- 
6 perience of what I now ſay, you will repent, and remem- 
her the laws you have broken, when it is too late, Whence 
„J would adviſe you, if you intend to preſerve theſe laws, 
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= 5 to leave none of your enemies alive when you have con- 
i * *quered them, but to look upon it as for your advantage to 
b deſtroy them all, leſt if you permit them to live, you taſte 


of their manners, and thereby corrupt your own proper in- 
& {titutions, I alſo do farther exhort you, to overthrow 
„their altars, and their groves, and whatſoever temples they 
„have among them, and to burn all ſuch their nation aud 
their very memory with fire, for by this means alone the 


1, ang 
dvice 
e tar 
wel 


rn, (Is. or 

nd al © {tet y of your own happy conſtitution can be firmly ſecured 

gion to you. And in order to prevent your iznorance of vir- 

Abe tue, and the degeneracy of your nature into vice, I have 
U 


* alſo ordained you laws, by divine ſuggefiion, and a form 


elle : : 
5 of government, which are ſo good, that if you regularly 


an à- 
Etter 


«1 77 
ever a 


3. When he had ſpoken thus, he gave them the laws and 


you 3 3 
ry at the conſtitution. of government written in a book, Oponu 
r oli» hich the people fell into tears, and appeared already touch- 
now ed with the ſenſe that they ſhould have a great want of theic 
you, onductor, becauſe they remembered what a number of dan- 
the gers he had paſſed through, and what care he had taken of 
to! their preſervation ; they deſponded about what would come 
un- upon them after he was dead, and thought they ſhould never 
ou, have another governor like him; and feared that God would 
to then take leſs care of them when Moſes was gone, who ulc.: 


ſaid to him in the wilderneſs when they were angry, and were 


da. in grief on thoſe accounts, inſomuch, that the whole body 
. of the people fell into tears with ſuch bitternefs, that it was 
_ paſt the power of words to comfort them in their efiliction. 
nd However, Moſes gave them ſome conſolation; and by calling 
rd them off the thought how 1 lie was Kien weepin Lag 

3 inn, 


\ 


obſerve them, you will be eſteemed of all men the mot 


hat to intercede for them. They allo repented of what they had 
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Book 1 


him, he exhorted them to keep to that form of governny 
he had given them; and then the congregation was diffolyg 
at that time. 

4. Accordingly I ſhall now firſt defcribe this form of g 
vernment, which was agreeable to the dignity and virtue 
Moſes; and ſhall thereby inform thoſe that read theſe A 
tiquities, what our original ſettlements were, and ſhall the 
proceed to the remaining hiſtortes. Now thoſe ſettlement 
are all ſtill in writing, as he left them; and we ſhall add n 
thing by way of ornament, nor any thing beſides what Moſe 
left us, only we ſhall fo far innovate as to digeſt the ſever 
kinds of laws into a regular ſyſtem, for they were by hi 
left in writing as they were accidentally ſcattered in their di 
livery, and as he upon inquiry had learned them of Go 
On which account, I have thought it neceſſary to premiſe t 
obſervation before hand, leſt any of my own countrymen ſhoul 
blame me, as having been guilty of an offence herein. Nay 
part of our conſtitution will include the laws that belong t 
our political ſtate. As for thoſe laws. which Moſes left co 
cerning our common converſation. and intercourſe one wit 
another, I have reſerved that for a diſcourſe concerning o 
manner of life, and the occaſions of thoſe laws, which 1 pre 
poſe to myſelf, with God's aſſiſtance, to write, after I hay 
finiſhed the work I am now upon. 

5. When you have poſſeſſed yourſelves of the land of Ca 
naan, and have leiſure to enjoy the good things of it, ant 
when you have afterward determined to build cities, if yo 
will do'what is pleaſing to God, you will have a ſecure ſtate 
of happineſs. Let there be then one city of the land of Ca 
naan, and this ſituate in the moſt agreeable place for its good 
neſs, and very eminent in itſelf, and let it be that which Goc 
ſhall chooſe for himſelf, by prophetic revelation, Let there 
alſo be one temple therein, and one altar, not reared of hen 
ſtones, but of ſuch as you gather together at random; whic 
itones, when they are-whited over with mortar, will have a 
handſome appearance, and be beautiful to the fight. Let the 
aſcent to it be “ not by ſteps, but by an acclivity of _y 

| ea 


* This law, both here and Exod. xx. 25, 26, of not going up to God's 
attar by ladder fteps, but on acclivity, ſeems not to have belonged to 
the altar of the tabernacle, which was in all but three cubits high, Exod. 
Xii. 1. nor to that of Ezekiel, which was expreſsly to be gone up 2 
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th. And let there be neither an altar, nor a temple, in 
y other city; for God is but one, and the nation of the 
Hebrews is but one. | 

6. He that blaſphemeth God, let him be ſtoned ; and let 
im hang upon a tree all that day, and then let him be bu- 
jed in an ignominious and obſcure manner. 

7. Let thoſe that live as remote as the bounds of the land 
bich the Hebrews ſhall poſſeſs, come to that city where the 
emple ſhall be, and this three times in a year, that they may 
vive thanks to God for his former benefits, and may entreat 


lever im for thoſe they ſhall want hereafter ; and let them, by 
hi is means, maintain a friendly correſpondence with one an- 
err der, by ſuch meetings and feaſting together, for it is a 
f Go good thing for thoſe that are of the * ſtock, and under 


the ſame inſtitutions of laws, not to be unacquainted with 
tach other; which acquaintance will be maintained by thus 
tonverſing together, and by ſeeing and talking with one an- 
other, and ſo renewing the memorials of this union, for if 
they do not thus converſe together continually, they will ap- 
pear like mere ſtrangers to one another. 

8, Let there be taken out of your fruits a tenth, beſides 
that which you have allotted to give to the prieſts and Le- 
rites. This you may indeed ſell in the country, but it is to 
be uſed in thoſe feaſts and ſacrifices that are to be celebrated 
n the holy city; for it is fit that you ſhould enjoy thoſe 
„ fruits of the earth which God gives you to poſſeſs, fo as may 
f voii be to the honour of the donor. 

[tat 9g. You are not to offer ſacrifices out of the “ hire of a. 
i Cal woman which is an harlot, for the Deity is not pleaſed with 
3000 ny thing that ariſes from ſuch abuſes of nature; of which 


God fort none can be worſe than this proſtitution of the body. In 
thers like 


hich by Qeps, xlili; x7. but rather to occaſional altars of any conſiderable 
re an 2):itude and largeneſs; as alſs probably to Solomon's altar, to which 
t the it i» here applied by Joſephus, as well as to that in Zorobabel's and He- 
13g 29's temple, which were, I think, all ten cubits high. See 2 Chron. 
10 iv. 1. and Antiq. B. VIII. ch. iii. $ 7. vol. II. The reaſon why theſe tem- 
R ples, and theſe only, were to have this aſcent on an acclivity, and not by 
lleps, is obvious, that before the invention of ſtairs, ſuch as we now uſe, 
ed &:cency could not be otherwiſe provided for in the looſe garments which 
ed to I the prieſts wore, as the law required. See Lamy of the Tabernacle 
rod. and Temple, p. 444. | : 
1 *'The hire of public or ſecrct harlots was given to Venus in Syria, 
by W a Lucian informs us, p. 878. and againſt ſome ſuch vile praRice of the 


01d idolaters this law ſcems to have beep made, 
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like manner no one may take the price of the covering 
bitch, either of one that is uſed in hunting, or in keeping 
ſteep, and thence ſacrifice to (God. 

10. Let no one + blaſpheme thoſe gods which other 
ties eſteem ſuch; Nor may any one ſteal what belong; 
ſtrange temples ; nor take away the gifts that are dedicz 
to any god, 

11. Let not any one of you wear a garment made of * 
en and linen, for that is appointed to be for the prieſts alon 

12, When the multitude are aſſembled together unto { 
holy city for ſacrificing every ſeventh year, at the fealt of 
Eerpacles, let the high prieſt ſtand upon an high deſk, whe: 
he may be heard, and Jet him read the Þ laws to-all the 
le: and let neither the women nor the children be | 
d=red from nearing, no nor the ſervants neither; for it js 
god thing that thoſe laws ſhould be engraven in their ſou 
and preſerved in their memories, that ſo it may not be pol 
ble to blot them out, for by this means they will not be gn 
ty of fin, when they cannot plead ignorance of what the h 
have enjoined them. The laws alto will have a great auth 
rity among them, as forctelling what they will ſuffer if th 
break them; and imprinting in their fouls by this hearing wi 
tney command them to do, that ſo there may always be wit 
in their minds that intention of the laws which they haved 
ipited and broken, and have thereby been the cauſes of the 
own milchiet, Let the children alſo le:xn the laws, as tl 
firſt thing they are taught, which will be the beſt thing tht 
can be taught, and will be the cauſe of their future felicit 

13. Let every one commemorate before God the benef 
which he beſtowed upon them at their deliverance out oft 
land of Egypt, and this twice every day, both when t! 
diy begins, and when the hour of fleep comes on, gratitu 
being in its own nature a juſt thing, and ſerving not only 
vay of return for paſt, but alſo by way of invitation of futut 
favours. They are alſo to inſcribe the principal bleſſings the 


nN 
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+ The apoſtolical conſtitutions, B. II. ch. xxvi. $ 31. expound this la 
of Moſes, Exod. xxii. 28. Thor ſhalt not revile or blaſpheme the gods, ( 
magiſtrates, which is a much more probable expoſition than this or I. 
N - of heathen gods as here, and againſt Apion, B. II. ch. iii. $ 
vol. VI. 

What book of the law was thus publicly read, ſee the note © 
Antiq. B. X. ch, v. § 5. vol. II. and 1 Efd, ix. 39—55. 
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re received from God upon their * doors; and ſhew the 
ne remembrance of them on their arms: as alſo, they ate 
hear on their forehead, and their arm, thoſe wonders 
hich declare the power of God, and his good-will towards 
em, that God's readineſs to bleſs them may appear every 
here conſpicuous about them. | 

14. Let there be ſeven men to judge ſ in every city, and 
teſe ſuch as have been before moſt zealous in the excrciſe of 
tue and righteouſneſs, Let every judge have two officers 

Ilotted him out of the tribe of Levi. Let thoſe that are cho- 

1 to judge in the ſeveral cities be had in great honour ; 

pd let none be permitted to revile any others when theſe are 

reſent, nor to carry themſelves in an inſolent manner to 
em, it being natural that reverence towards thoſe in high 
fices among men ſhowld procure mens fear and reverence to- 
ards God. Let thoſe that judge be permitted to determine 
cording as they think to be right, unleſs any one can ſhew 
hat they have taken bribes, to the perverſion of juſtice, or 
an alledge any other accuſation againſt them, whereby it 
ay appear they have paſſed an unjuſt ſentence ; for it is not 

t that cauſes ſhould be openly determined out of regard to 

ain, or to the dignity of the ſuiters, but that the judges 
bould eſteem what is right before all other things, otherwiſe 
od will by that means be deſpiſed, and eſteemed inferior to 
hoſe, the dread of whoſe power has occaſioned the unjuſt 
entence ; for juſtice is the power of God. He therefore 
hat gratifies thoſe in great dignity ſuppoſes them more potent 

than 

Whether theſe phylacteries, and other Jewiſh memorials of the law 
ere mentioned by Joſephus, and by Moſes, (beſides the fringes on the 
borders of their garments, Numb. xv. 37.) were literally meant by God, 
[much queſtion. That they have been long obſerved by the Phariſees, 
ud the Rabbinical Jews, is certain: However, the Karaites, who receive 
rot the unwritten traditions of the elders, but keep cloie to the writ- 
en law, with Jerom and Grotius, think they were not literally to be 
underſtood ; as Bernard and Reland here take notice. Nor indeed do 
Iremember, that either in the ancienter books of the Old Teſtament, 
or in the books we call Apocrypha, there are any ſigns of ſuch literal ob- 
lervations appearing among the Jews; though their real or myſtical 
fpnification, z. e. the conſtant remembrance and obſervation of the laws 
i God by Moſes, be frequently inculcated in all the ſacred writings. 

+ Here as well as elſewhere, J 38. of his Life, $ 14 vol. IV. and 
of the War, B. II. ch. xx. { 5. vol. V. are but ſever Judges appointed for 
ſmall cities, inſtead of twenty-three x the modern Rabbins ; which mo- 
dern Rabbins are always but of very little authority in compariſon of 
eur Joſephus. 
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«xy, VIII. 
than God himſel*, But if thefe judges are unable to vip 
juſt ſentence, about the cauſes that come before them, w 
caſe is not unfrequent in human affairs). let them ſend 
cauſe undetermined to the holy city, and there let the h 
prieſt, the prophet, and the fanhedrim, determine as it | 
ſeem good to them. 

15. But let not a ſingle witneſs be credited, but three, 
two at the leaſt, and thoſe ſuch whoſe teflimony is confirn 
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re that for 
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' the laws, 


by their good lives. But let not the teſtimony of * wo, dom; bi 
be admitted, on account of the levity and beldneſs of H tes 

ſex. Nor let ſervants be admitted to give teſtimony. ones, " 
count of the igrobility of their ſoul, ſince it is probablet] ſhorſes, W 
they may not ſpeak truth, either out of hope of gain, ori“. Ant 
of punihment. But if any one be believed to have b g leſt he b 
falſe witneſs. let him, when he is convicted, ſuffer allt 12 

18. 


very fame punithments which he, againſt whom he be 
witneſs. was to have ſuffered. 

16. If a murder be committed in any place, and he t 
did it be not found, nor is there any ſuſpicion upon one 
if he had hated the man, and fo had killed him, let there 
a very diligent inquiry made after the man, and rewa 
propoled to any who will diſcover him: Bat if till no | 
formation can be procured, let the magiſtrates and ſenate 
thoſe cities that lie near the place in which the murder 
committed, aſſemble together, and meaſure the diftance fr 
the place where the dead body lies; then let the magiltrat 
of the neareſt city thereto purchaſe an heifer, and bring it 
a valley, and to a place therein where there is no land W * forc 
ed, or trees planted, and let them cut the ſinews of the Met prope 
fer, then the prieſts, and Levites, and ſenate of that cit OVner ga 
ſhall take water, and waſh their hands over the head of es in it 
heifer; and they {hall openly declare, that their hands Hearry itt 
innocent of this murder, and that they have neither done iche of h 
themſelves, nor been aſſiſting to any that did it. They (hWophans, 
allo beſeech God to be merciful to them, that no ſuch hb his ow 
rid fact may any more be done in that land. 20. * 

17. Ariſtocracy, and the way of living under it, W' plante 
the beſt conſtitution: and may you never have any inclinF nent to 

— tio are to p 

* I have never obſerved elſewkere, that in the Jewiſh governme animals 
women were not admitted as legal witneſſes in courts of jultice. Not your lar 
of our copies of the Pentateuch lay a word of it. It is very probabi each ot! 


however, that this was the expoſition of the Scribes and Phariſees, a 
tne practice of the Jews in the days of Joſepl. us. 
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do rin 
1, 710 on to any other form of government; and may you always 
ſeng e that form, and have the laws for yonr governors, and 
the ocrn all your actions according to them; for you need no 
2s it Mereme governor but God. But if you ſhall defire a king, 
t him be one of your own nation: let him be always care- 
three WW! of juſtice, and other virtues, perpetually : let him ſubmit 
on/ir the laws, and eſteem God's commands to be his higheſt 
* 


Won 
of th 
y. on 
ablet| 
n, orf 
ve h 
elt 
he be 


dom; but let him do nothing without the high prieſt, and 
he votes of the ſenators : let him not have a great number 
wives, nor purſue abundance of riches, nor a multitude 
fhorſes, whereby he may grow too proud to ſubmit to the 
ws. And if he affect any ſuch things, let him be reſtrain- 
leſt he become fo potent that his ſtate be inconſiſtent with 
dur wellfare. - 

18. Let it not be eſteemed lawſul to remove boundaries, 
either our own, nor of thoſe with whom we are at peace. 
ave a care you do not take thole land-marks away, which 


he tl 


one e, as it were, a divine and unſhaken limitation of rights 
there ade by God himſelf, to laſt for ever, ſince this going be- 
rewa Word limits, and gaining ground upon others, is the occaſion 
no wars and ſeditions; for thoſe that remove boundaries are 
enate et far off an attempt to ſubvert the laws. 

der will 19. He that plants a piece of land, whoſe trees produce 
ce Nuits before the fourth year, is not to bring thence any firſt 
riltraWvits to God, nor is he to make uſe of that fruit himſelf, 
ng it er it is not produced in its proper ſeaſon ; for when nature 
d plot a force put upon her at an unſeaſonable time, the fruit is 
he rot proper for God, nor for the maſter's uſe ; but let the 
it ciifhes ner gather all that is grown on the fourth year, for then 
| of iii is in its proper ſeaſon. And let him that has gathered it, 
ids Marry it to the holy city, and ſpend that, together with the 
done MWiithe of his other fruits, in feaſting with his friends, with the 
ey (hMorphans, and the widows. But on the fifth year the fruit 
h hos his own, and he may uſe it as he pleaſes. 


20. You are not to ſow a piece of land with ſeed which 
it, Ws planted with vines, for it is enough that it ſupply nouriſh- 
aclinmcat to that plant, and be not haraſſed by plowing allo, You 

tia] are to plow your land ith oxen ; and not to oblige other 
inn} 2nimals to come under the ſame yoke with them, but to till 
Noi your land with thoſe bealls that are of the ſ:me kind with 
oLab each other, The ſeeds are alſo to be pure, and without mix- 
> Wl tire, aud not tobe compounded of tyoor three forts, fince 2 
OCS 
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does not rejoice in the union of things that are not in t 
own nature alike ; nor are you to permit beaſts of differ 
kinds to gender together; for there is reaſon to fear | 
this unnatural abuſe may extend from beaſts of different xi 
to men, though it takes its firſt riſe from evil practices ah; 
ſuch ſmaller things. Nor is any thing to be allowed, 
imitation whereof any degree of fubvertion may creep ii 
the conſtitution. Nor do the laws neglect {ſmall matters, 
provide that even thoſe may be managed after an unblan 
able manner. 

21. Let not thoſe that reap, and gather in the corn th 
is reaped, gather in the gleanings alſo, but let them rath 
leave ſome handfuls for thoſe that are in want of the necel 


. ries of life, that it may be a ſupport and a ſupply to them, 


order to their ſubſiſtence. In like manner, when they path 

their grapes, let them leave ſome ſmaller bunches for t 

poor : and let them paſs over ſome of the fruits of the oli 

trees, when they gather them, and leave them to be partak 
of by thoſe that have none of their own; for the advanta 
arifing from the exact collection of all, will not be fo conſide 
able to the owners, as will ariſe from the gratitude of d 
poor. And God will provide, that the land ſhall more yi 
lingly produce what ſhall be for the nouriſhment of its frui 

in caſe you do not merely take care of your awn advantag 
but have regard to the ſupport of others alſo, Nor are y 
to muzzle the mouths of the oxen, when they tread the eat 
of corn, in the threſhing floor; for it is not juſt to reſtrai 
our fellow labouring animals, and thoſe that work in orde 
to its production, of this fruit of their labours. Nor x 

you to prohibit thoſe that pals by at the time when your frui 
are ripe to touch them, but to give them leave to fill them 
ſelves full of what you have; and this whether they be « 
your own country, or ſtrangers, as being glad of the oppor 


tunity of giving them ſome part of your fruits when they art 
ripe ; but let it not be eſteemed lawful for them to carry an 
away. Nor let thoſe that gather the grapes, and carry then 


to the wine preſſes, reſtrain thoſe whom they meet from eat 


ing of them for it is unjuſt, out of envy, to hinder tho 
that deſire it, to partake of the good things that come int: 


the world according to God's will, and this while the ſez 
ſon is at the height, and is haſtening away as it pleaſes God 
Nay a it ſome, out of baſhfulneſs, are unwilling to touc 
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keſe fruits, let them be encouraged to take of them; I mean, 
hoſe that are Iſraelites, as it they were themſelves the own- 
+ and lords, on account of the kindred there is between 
hem. Nay, let them defire men that come from other coun- 
ties, to partake of theſe tokens of friendſhip which God 
35 given in their proper ſeaſon ; for that is not to be deem- 
| as idly ſpent, which any one out of kindneſs communi- 
tes to another, ſince God beſtows plenty of good things on 
pen. not only for themfelves to reap the advantage, but al- 
to give to others in a way of generoſity; and he is deſirous, 
by this means, to make known to others his peculiar kindneſs 
othe people of Iſrael, and how freely he communicates hap- 
neſs to them, while they abundantly communicate out of 


Tn th 
2 rath 
neceytt 


hem, Whcir great ſuperfluities to even theſe foreigners alſo. But 
' gathWWor him that acts contrary to this law, let him be beaten with 
for WF forty ſtripes ſave one, by the public executioner ; let him 
ie oliWndergo this puniſhment, which is a moſt ignominious one 


artak or a free man, and this becauſe he was ſuch a ſlave to gain 


rantagi:s to lay a blot upon his own dignity; for it is proper for you 
onſide cho have had the experience of the afflictions in Egypt, and 
of ef thoſe in the wilderneſs, to make proviſion for thoſe that 
re wiace in the like circumftances; and while you have now ob- 


 froiMtzined plenty yourſelves, through the mercy and providence 


antagMof God, to diſtribute of the ſame plenty, by the like ſympa- 
Ire yolMthy to ſuch as ſtand in need of it. 

he ea 22. Beſides thoſe two tithes, which I have already ſaid 
eſtrai vou are to pay every year, the one for the Levites, the other 


1 ordefW©Wtor the feſtivals, you are to bring every third year a +-third 


or arAitythe to be diſtributed to thoſe that want; to women allo 
r fruitMthat are widows; and to children that are orphans. But 
thenW:s to the ripe fruits, let them carry that which is ripe firſt of 
be off all unto the temple 3 and when they have bleſſed God for 
oppor that land which bare them, and which he had given them for 
ey at 2 poſſeſſion, when they have alſo offered thole ſacrifices which 
'y any Vor. I T the 
then 


1 eat * This penalty of forty ſtripes ſave one here mentioned, and 9 23. 
thoſe was five times inflicted on S.. Paul himſelf by the Jews, 2 Cor. xi. 24. 
+ Joſephus's plain and expreſs interpretation of this law of Moſes, 
Deut. xiv. 28, 29. xxvi. 12, Oc. that the Jews were bound every third 
e {ex year to pay three tithes, that to the Levites, that for ſacrifices at Je- 
God ruialem, and this for the indigent, the widow, and the orphans, is 
touch filly confirmed by the practice of good old Tobit, even when he was x 
thele captive at Aſſyria, againſt the opinion of the Rabbins, Todit, ch. i. 5 6 
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the law has commanded them to bring, let them piye y 
firſt fruits to the prieſts, But when any one hath done 1); 
and hath brought the tithe of all that he hath, together wi 
thoſe firſt fruits that are for the Levites, and for the feſtiy!, 
and when he is about to go home. let him ſtand before g 
holy houſe, and return thanks to God, that he hath delize 
ed them from the injurious treatment they had in Egypt, a 
hath given them a good land, and a large, and lets theme 
Joy the fruits thereof; and when he has openly teſtified th 
he had fully paid the tithes [and other dues], accordin 
to the laws of Moſes, let him entreat God that he will } 
ever merciful and gracious to him; and continue fo to het 
all the Hebrews, both by preſerving the good things whic 
he hath already given them, and by adding what it is i 
in his power to beſtow upon them. 

23. Let the Hebrews marry, at the age fit for it, virgin 
that are free, and born of good parents. And he that do 
not marry a virgin, let him not corrupt another man's wit 
and marry her, nor grieve her former huſband. Nor let fre 
men marry flaves, although their affections ſhould ſtrong] 
bias any of them ſo to do, for it is decent, and for the digi 
ty of the perſons themſelves, to govern thoſe their affection; 
And farther, no one ought to marry an harlot, whoſe mz 
trimon1al oblations, ariſing from the proſtitution cf her bod) 
God will not receive; for by theſe means the diſpoſitions » 
the children will be liberal and virtuous ; I mean when the 
are not born of baſe parents, and of the luſtful conjunctio 
of ſuch as marry women that are not free. If any one be 
been eſpouſed to a woman as to a virgin, and does not after 
ward find her ſo to be, let him bring his action, and accule 
her, and let him make uſe of ſuch * indications to prove hi 
accuſation as he is furniſhed withal ; and let the father or the 

| brother 


* Theſe ?okers of virginity, as the Hebrew and Septuagint-tile them, 
Deut. xxii. 15, 17, 20. ſeem to me very different from what our late 
interpreters ſuppoſe. They appear rather to have been ſuch cloſe linen 
garments as were never put off virgins, after a certain age, till they were 
married, but before witneſſes, and which, while they were entire, were 
See theſe Antiq. B. VII. ch. vii. 
I. vol. II. 2 Sam. xiii. 18. Ifaiah vi. 1. Joſephus here determines no- 
thing what were theſe particular tohens of virginity or of corruption ; pet. 
haps he thought he could not eaſily deſcribe them to the heathens, with. 
out ſaying what they might have thought a breach of modeſty ; which 
ſeeming breach of modeſty laws cannot always wholly avoid, 
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other of the damſel, or ſome one that is after them neareſt 
kin to her, defend her. If the damſel obtain a ſentence inher. 
our. that (he had not been guilty, let her live with her huſ- 
band that accuſed her; and let him not have any farther pow- 
rat all to put her away, unleſs ſhe give him very great oc- 
zhons of ſuſpicion, and ſuch as can be no way contradicted. 
But for him that brings an accuſation and calumny againſt his 
rife, in an impudent and raſh manner, let him be punithed 
y receiving forty ſtripes ſave one, and let him pay fifty ſhe- 
kels to her father: But it the damſel be convicted, as having 
been corrupted, and is one of the common people, let her be 
ſtoned, becaule ſhe did not preſerve her virginity till ſhe were 
awfully married; but if ſhe were the daughter of a prieſt, Jet 
her be burnt alive. If any one has two wives, and if he 
greatly reſpect and be kind to one of them, either out of his 
ale ction to her, or for her beauty, or for ſome other reaſon, 
wuile the other is of leſs eſteem with him; and if the ſon of 
her that 1s beloved be the younger by birth than another born 
of the other wife, but endeavours to obtain the right of pri- 
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1 mogeniture from his father's kindneſs to his mother, and 
dien would thereby obtain a double portion of his father's ſubſtance, 
Aion. for that double portion is what I have allotted him in the 


laws, let not this be permitted; for it is unjuſt, that he 
who 1s the elder by birth, ſhould be deprived of what is due 
to him, on the father's diſpoſition of his eſtate, becauſe his 
mother was not equally regarded by him. He that hath 
corrupted a damſel eſpouſed to another man, in caſe he had 
her conſent, let both him and her be put to death, for they 
are both equally guilty, the man becauſe he perſuaded the 
woman willingly to ſubmit to a moſt impure action, and to 
preferit to lawful wedlock, the woman becauſe the was per- 
ſuaded to yield herſelf to be corrupted, either for pleaſure, or 
for gain. However, if a man light on a woman when ſhe 
is alone, and forces her, where nobody was preſent to come 
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the! 1 
% hath corrupted a virgin not yet eſpouſed, marry her; but if 


linen the father of the damſel be not willing that ſhe ſhould be his 
weile wife, let him pay fifty ſhekels as the price of her proſtitution, 
were He that defires to be divorced from his wife for * any cauſe 


. vin. T 2 | whatſoever, 


ES 110- 


per- 
with. 
vhic "1 


* Theſe words of Joſephus are very like thoſe of the Phariſees to our 
Saviour upon this very ſubject, Matt. xix. 3. 1s it lazufut for a man t9 
but away his wife for every cauſe £ 


to her aſſiſtance, let him only be put to death. Let him that 
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feaſting and matrimony ; for it is good for him that takes a 
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hile he ha 
hen thirty 
any are ul 
} friends, 
ale when | 
tin her for 
er a ſlave, 
that privile 
24 Ast 
do not pay 
cauſe they 
than they, 
in words, 
decoming 


whatſoever, and many ſuch cauſes happen among men, 1 
him in writing give afſurance that he will never uſe her 
his wife any more, for by this means ſhe may be at liberty t 
marry another huſband; although before this bill of divon 
be given ſhe is not to be permitted ſo to do: But if ſhe 
miſuſed by him alfo, or if, when he is dead, her firſt hy 
band would marry her again, it ſhall not be lawful for ler} 
return to him. If a woman's huſband die, and leave hy 
without children, let his brother marry her; and let him cal 
the {on that is born to him by his brother's name, and edy 
cate him as the heir of his inheritance, for this procedur 
will be for the benefit of the public, becauſe thereby familie 
will not fail, and the eſtate will continue among the kindred 
and this will be for the folace of wives under their afflifion 


that they are to be married to the next relations of their H That th 
mer huſbands, But if the brother will not marry her, f vor for 
the woman come before the ſenate, and proteſt openly tl their ii 
this brother will not admit her for his wife, but will injud to take 
the memory of his deceaſed brother, while ſhe is willing . bave W 
continue in the family, and to bear him children: Au bm, T! 
when the ſenate have inquired of him, for wiat reaſon it ilt© neſs, a 
that he is averſe to this marriage, whether he gives a bad aH * brougt 
a good reaſon the matter muſt come to this iſſue, that the vo, that 21 
man {hall looſe the ſandals of the brother, and (hall ſpit i © tructy 


his face, and ſay, He deſerves this reproachful treatment © it 1s 1 


from her, as having injured the memory of the deceaſed” “ young 
And then let him go away out of the ſcnate, and bear this © of thy 
reproach upon him all his life long; and let her marry to ly for 


whom ſhe pleaſes, of ſuch as ſeek her in marriage. But now, © with 
if any man take captive, either a virgin, or one that hath been © be is 
married, and has a mind to marry her, let him not be u- © (cer: 
*owed to bring her to bed to him. or to live with her as his MW © that 

wife, before ſhe hath her head ſhaven, and hath put on her © due 1 
mourning habit, and lamented her relations and friends that MW © inflic 
were {lain in the battle, that by this means ſhe may give vent MW © thou 
to her ſorrow for them, and after that may betake herſelf to MW of you 
which 
lawgl 
they 1 
niſhm 
CON VE 
ve ul 


woman in order to have children by her, to be complaiſant to 
her inclinations, and not merely to purſue his own pleaſure, 


while 
* Here it is ſyppoſed, that this captive's hnſband, if ſhe were before 


a married woman, was dead before, or rather was ſlain in this very bat- 
tle, other iſe it would have heen adultery in him that married her. 
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hile he hath no regard to what is azreeable to her. But 


nen, | 

e her When thirty days are paſt, as the time of mourning, for ſo 
berty ny are ſufficient to prudent perſons for lamenting the dear- 
diroq friends, then let them proceed to the marriage; but in 
hie iſe when he hath ſatisfied his luſt, he be too proud to re- 
rit hu tan her for his wife, let him not have it in his power to make 
r lier her a ſlave, but let her go away whither ſhe pleaſes, and have 
ave that privilege of a free woman, 

um ci 24. As to thoſe young men that deſpiſe their parents, and 
1d ede not pay them honour, but offer them affronts, either be- 
ocedurWczuſe they are aſhamed of them, or think themſelves: witcr 
2mili-fthan they, in the firſt place, let their parents admoniſh them 
indred i words, (for they are by nature of authority ſufficient for 
itionſſſ:coming their judges), and let them ſay thus to them: 
eir f That they cohabited together, not for the ſake of pleaſure, 
er, e nor for the augmentation of their riches, by joining both 
y tha their Rocks together, but that they might have children, 
1njurF* to take care of them in their old age, and might by them 
ing ef” have what they then ſhould want.“ And fay farther to 


An im, © That when thou walt born we took thee up with glad- 
n it i © neſs, and gave God the greateſt thanks for thee, and 
bad o brought thee up with great care, and ſpared for nothing 
e wolf © that appeared uſeful for thy preſervation, and for thy in- 


pit in 
tment 
ied”, 
r this 


„ſtruction in what was molt excellent. And now, fince 
it is reaſonable to forgive the fins of thoſe that are 
young, let it ſuffice thee to have given ſo many indications 
of thy contempt of us, reform thyſelf, and act more wile- 


ry toll ly for the time to come; conſidering that God is diſpleaſed 
now, © with thoſe that are inſolent towards their parents, becaule 
been © he is himſelf the father of the whole race of mankind, and 
e 1- © ſeems to bear part of that diſhonour which falls upon thoſe 
s his © that have the ſame name, when they do not meet with 

her due returns from their children. And on ſuch the law 


that WM © inflicts inexorable puniſhment z of which punichment maylt 
vert MW © thou never have the experience!“ Now if the inſalence 
It to of young men be thus cured, let them eſcape the reproach 
es a which their former errors deſerved, for by this means the 
t to Ml lawgiver will appear to be good, and parents happy, while 
ure, W they never behold either a {on or a daughter brought to pu- 
bile W nihment. But if it happen that theſe words, and iniiructions 
conveyed by them, in ord-, to reclaim the man, appear to 
ve uſeleſs, then the offender renders the laws implacable ene- 

19 mies 
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mies to the inſolence he has offered his parents; let hi; 
therefore be“ brought forth, by theſe very parents, out 
the city, with a multitude following him, and let him 
ſtoned; and when he has continued there for one hdl 
day, that all the people may ſee him, let him be buried! 
the night. And thus it is that we bury all whom the las 
condemn to die, upon any account whatſoever. Let on 
enemies that fall in battle be alſo buried; nor let any on 
dead body lie above ground, or ſuffer a puniſhment beyon 
what juſtice requires, 

25. Let no one lend to any one of the Hebrews upar 
uſury, neicher uſury of what is eaten or what is drunken 
for it is not juſt to make advantage of the misfortunes of ont 
of thy own countrymen ; but when thou haſt been aſſiſtan 
to his neceſſities, think it thy gain, if thou obtaineſt thei 
gratitude to thee; and withal that reward which will come 
to thee from God, for thy humanity towards him. 

2&. Thoſe who have borrowed either filver, or any fort 
of fruits, whether dry or wet, I mean this, when the Jen 
iſh affairs ſhall by the bleſſing of God, be to their own mind 
let the borrowers bring them again, and reſtore them wil 
pleaſure to thoſe who lent them, laying them up, as it were, 
in their own treaſuries, and juſtly expecting to receive them 
thence, if they (hall want them again. But if they be with- 
out ſhame, and do not reſtore it, let not the lender go to the 
borrower's houle, and take a pledge himſelf, before judg- 
ment be given concerning it, but let him require the pledge, 
and let the debtor bring it of himſelf, without the leaſt op- 
poſition to him that comes upon him under the protection of 
the law. And if he that gave the pledge be rich, let the 
creditor retain it till what he lent be paid him again ; but if 
he be poor, let him that takes it return it before the going 
down of the ſun, eſpecially if the pledge be a garment, that 
the debtor may have it for a covering in his ſleep, God him- 
ſelf naturally ſhewing mercy to the poor. It is alſo not Jaw- 
ful to take a millitone, nor any utenſil thereto belonging, for 
a pledge, that the debtors may not be deprived of inſtruments 


to get their food withal, and leſt they be undone by their 
neceſſity. 


Boox lv 


27 „Let 


* Sce Herod the Great, inſilling on the execution of this law, with 


relation to two of his own ſons, before the judges at Berytus, Antiq- 
B. XVI. ch. 11. 4, vol, III. 


r. VIII. 
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let hi 27. Let death be the puniſhment for ſtealing a man; but 
out e that hath purloined gold or filver, let him pay double. If 
im ny one kill a man that is ſtealing ſomething out of his houſe 
* Whole: him be eſteemed: guiltleſs, although the man were only 
ried i eaking in at the wall. Let him that hath ſtolen cattle 
he lay ay four-fold what is loſt, excepting the caſe of an ox, for 
et oulytich let the thief pay five-fold. Let him that is ſo poor 
ny ont he cannot pay what mul is laid upon him, be his ſer- 
beyouMſrcnt to whom he was adjudged to pay it. 
28. If any one be ſold to one of his own nation, let him 
S upoMſſerve him (ix years, and on the ſeve..th let him go free: But 
UunxenMit hc have a ſon by a woman ſervant, in his purchaſer's houſe, 
of on@M: 0d if on account of his goed will to his maſter, and his na- 
lian ral affection to his wife and children, he will be his ſervant 
thei fill, let him be ſet free ouly at the coming of the year of ſu- 
come bilce, which is the fiftieth year, and let him then take away 
with him his children and wife, and let them be free alſo. 


V fort 29. If any one find gold or ſilver in the road let him in- 

Jen quire after him that loſt it, and make proclamation of the 
mind place where he found it, and then reftore it to him again, as 
wu not thinking it right to make his own profit by the lols of an- 
were other. And the ſame rule is to be oblerved in cattle found 
then © have wandered away into a lonely place. If the owner be 
with-W not preſently diſcovered, let him that is the finder keep it 
to the with himſelf, and appeal to God, that he has not purloined 
judg- what belongs to another, 3 
edge, 30. It is not law ful to paſs by any beaſt that is in diſtrefs, 
op- when in a ſtorm it is fallen down in the mire, but to endea- 
on of WF your to preſerve it, as having a ſympathy with it in its pain. 
the 31. It is alſo a duty to ſhew the roads to thole who do 
ut if not know them, and not to eſteem it a matter for ſport, when 
oing we hinder others advantages, by ſetting them in a wrong 
that I way, 

1m- 


32. In like manner let no one revile a perſon blind or 
w- dumb. ; 
for 33. If men ſtrive together, and there be no inſtrument of 
ents iron, let him that is ſmitten be avenged immediately, by in- 
Cir flicting the ſame puniſhment on him that ſmote him : Bur if 
when he is carried home he lie ſick many days, and then die, 
Let let him that ſmote him eſcape puniſhment ; but if he that 18 
mitten eſcape death, and yet be at great expence for his cure, 


the ſmiter ſhall pay for all that has been expended during the 
time 


11th 
tiq. 
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a let the o 
vim that v 


time of his ſickneſs, and for all that he has paid the phy 
cian. He that kicks a woman with child, fo that the wom; 


* miſcarry, let him pay a fine in money. as the judges ſh; þd killed, 
determine, as having diminiſhed the multitude by the de le 
em 


tion of what was in her womb; and let money alſo be gi 
en the woman's huſband by him that kicked her; but if þ 
die of the ſtroke let him alſo be put to death, the law judy 
ing it equitable that life ſhould go for life. 

34. Let no one of the Iſraelites keep any + poiſon th; 
may cauſe death, or any other harm; but i: he be caugh 
with it, let him be put to death, and ſuffer the very ſame mi 
chief that he would have brought upon them for whom th 
poiſon was prepared. 

5. He that maimeth any one, let him undergo the lik 


37 Let | 
lanks over 
nder any 
e NO dang: 
10 ſuch a 
erih, let | 
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himſelf, and be deprived of the ſame member of which h 38. Let 
hath deprived the other, t unleſs he that is maimed will ai take « 
cept of money inſtead of it; for the law makes the ſuffer ne one, 
the judge of the value of what he hath ſuffered, and perm” bath 
him to eſtimate, unleſs he will be more ſevere. e be gt 

30. Let him that is the owner of an ox which puſh" un in 
with his horn kill him: but if he puſhes and gores any ont pnyicted 
in the threſhing. floor, let him be put to death by Roning, ncienes 
let him not be thought fit for food : But if his owner be con * . 

nd ina 


victed as having known what his nature was, and hath ne 
kept him up, let him alſo be put to death, as being the cc! from 
caſion of the ox's having killed a man. But if the ox have 2 who 
killed a man ſervant, or a maid-ſervant, let him be ſtoued e the 


Ie what 
and 
even Jud 
= | : willing!) 
* Philo and others appear to have underſtood this law, Exod. xxi. 22 nade ule 


23. better than Joſephus ; who ſeems to allow, that though the inf u 
in the mother's womb, even after the mother were quick, and ſo the blame; 
infant had a rational ſoul, were killed by the ſtroke upon the mother, MWcoraraitt 
yet, if the mother eſcaped, the offender ſliould only be fined, and not repay al 
put to death; while the law ſeems rather to mean, that if the infent hele tri 
in that caſe be killed, though the mother eſcape, the offender muſt be 2 
put to death, and not only when the mother is killed, as ſoſephus un- bodily | 
derſtood it. It ſeems this was the expoſition of the Phariſees in the dM at we 
of Joſephus,  Wi:nGble 
What we render a 2wtch, according to our modern notigus of t land. ar 
craft, Exod. xxii. 18. Philo and Joſephus underſtood of a Poiſener, or 5 
one who attempted, by ſecret and unlawful drugs or philtra, to take be dela 
away the ſenſes or the lives of men. | 


t This permiſſion of redeeming this penalty with money is not n ov! * We 
copies, Excl, xxi. 24, 25. Levit. xxiv. 20. Deut. xix. 21. for by J 
| of a bou 
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e phys [+ the owner of the ox * pay thirty ſhekels to the maſter 
\ won bim that was ſlain: But if it be an ox that is thus ſmitten 
ges ud killed, let both the oxen, that which ſmote the other, 
deftr, WMhid that which was killed, be fold, and let the owners of 
be gien divide their price between them. | 
it if 37. Let thoſe that dig a well or a pit be careful to lay 
w judy lanks over them, and ſo keep them ſhut up, not in order to 

ander any perſons from drawing water, but that there may 
»n th. 10 danger of falling into them: But if any one's beaſt fall 
to ſuch a well or pit, thus digged, and not ſhut up, and 
erith, let the owner pay its price to the owner of the beaſt. 
et there be a battlement round the tops of your houſes in- 
ad of a wall, that may prevent any perſons from rolling 


caugh 
ne mi 
2m th 


e ien and periching. 

ich 38. Let him that has received any thing in truſt for ano- 
vill er take care to keep it as a ſacred and divine thing; and 
ur lt no one invent any contrivance whereby to deprive him 


hat hath intruſted it with him of the ſame. and this whether 
e be a man or a woman, no not although he or ſhe were to 


dermit 


uſheil in an immenſe ſum of gold, and this where he cannot be 
y on onvicted of it by any body, for it is fit that a man's own 
g, en onſcience, which knows what he hath, ſhould in all caſes 


blige him to do well. Let this conſcience be his witnels, 


LY nd make him always act lo as may procure him commenda- 
e ci from others; but let him chiefly have regard to God, 

har om whom no wicked man can lie concealed : But if he in 
wed hom the truſt was repoſed, without any deceit of his own, 


le what he was intruſted withal, let him come before the 
[ven judges, and ſwear by God, that nothing hath been loſt 
Mb ingly, or with a wicked intention, and that he hath not 
int % Wade uſe of any part thereof, and ſo let him depart without 
o tleMWblame 3 but if he bath made uſe of the leaſt part of what was 
other, Mcoramitted to him, and it be loſt, let him be condemned to 
*. repay all that he had received, after the ſame manner as in 
4 thele truſts it is to be, if any one defraud thoſe that undergo 
un- bodily labour for him. And let it be always remembered, 
CG: lat we are not to defraud a poor man of his wages, as being 
ſenfible that God has allotted that wages to him inſtead of 
land, and other poſſeſſions ; nay this payment is not at all to 
dene be delayed, but to be made that very day, ſince God is not 
willing 
0% * We may here note, that 3o ſhekels, the price our Saviour was ſo'd 
for by Judas to the Jews, Matt. xxvi. 15. xxvil. 3. was the old value 

of a bought ſervant, or ſlave, among that people. 


an 
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willing to deprive the labourer of the immediate uſe of 5 
he hath laboured for. 

39. You are not to puniſſi children for the faults of th 
parents, but on account of their own virtue rather to voud 
ſafe them commiſeration, becauſe they were born of wick 


Nur. VIII. 


ary to you 
ſdabliched. 

boſe laws V 
o you. Let 


ou now 

parents, than hatred, becauſe they were born of bad one U poſter] 
Nor indeed ought we to impute the fin of children to th au are abe 
fathers. while young perſons indulge themſelves in many pri oſe who 3 
tices different from what they have been inſtructed in, af, nake ul 
this by their proud refuſal of ſuch inſtruction. ons of wa 
40. Let thoſe that have made themſelves eunuchs be he a nur 
in deteſt ation; and do you avoid any converſation with then beſe, a G 
who have deprived themſelves of their manhood, and of . howe ve 
fruit of generation which God has given to men for the Miem, nor 
creaſe of their kind: Let ſuch be driven away, as if th ca be or 


had killed their children, ſince they before hand have loſt wh 
ſhould procure them; for evident it is, that while their { 
is become effeminate. they have withal transfuſed that ef: 


e ſhould 
ill be 


hey truſt 

minacy to their body alſo. In like manner do you treat al 1 not d 
that is of a monſtrous nature when it is looked on; nor He of Ga 
it lawful to “ geld either men, or any other animals. lieuten: 
41. Let this be the conſtitution of your political laws it mong you 
time of peace; and God will be ſo merciful as to preſer ae an ot 
this excellent ſettlement free from diſturbance ; And may as a dif: 
that time never come which may innovate any thing, ar army, pu 
change it for the contrary. But fince it muſt needs happe ertraord 
that mankind fall into troubles and dangers, either undetignW;, you ſe 
edly, ot intentionally, come let us make a few conſtitutions the time 
concerning them, that ſo being appriſed before hand what mies. 
ought to be done, you may have ſalutary counſels ready when em ho 
you want them, and may not then be obliged to go to ſeck and to t 
what is to be done, and ſo be unprovided, and fall into dan- yet bee 
gerous circumſtances. May you be a laborious people, and country 
exerciſe your ſouls in virtuous actions, and thereby poſſeſs Lenin 


and inherit the land without wars, while neither any foreign- 
ers make war upon it, and fo inflict you, nor any internal ſe- 
dition ſeize upon it, whereby you may do things that are con- 


things, 
ing the 


coward 
trary 42. 
5 | : 3 vou do 
* This law againſt caſtration, even of brutes, is ſaid to be rigorous 8 


elſew here, as to inflict death on him that does it, which ſeems only a 
Phariſaical interpretation in the days of Joſephus of that law, Levit. xx. do not 
20. and xxii. 24. only we may hence obſerve, that the Jews could then Wl bear f 
have no oxea which are gelt, but only bulls, and cows, in Fudca, 
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ary to your fathers, and ſc loſe the laws which they have 
ſabliched. And may you continue in the obſervation of 
Loſe laws which God hath approved of, and hath delivered 
yon. Let all ſort of warlike operations, whether they be- 
| you now in your own time, or hereafter in the times of 
our poſterity, be done out of your own borders : But when 
gu are about to go to war, ſend ambaſſages and heralds to 
hoſe who are your voluntary enemies, for it is a right thing 
o make uſe of words to them before you come to your wea- 
ons of war; and aſſure them thereby, that although you 


e of x} 


$ of th 
O vou 
f wicks 
d Onez 
to th 


ny Prat 
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= b ure a numerous army, with horſes, and weapons, and above 

7 icſe, a God merciful to you, and ready to aſſiſt you, you 

't tg however defire them not to compel you to fight again(t 
e i 


hem, nor to take from them what they have, which will in- 
Iced be our gain, but what they will have no reaſon to wiſh 
e ſhould take to ourſelves. And if they hearken to you, 
t will be proper for you to keep peace with them ; but if 
hey truſt on their own ſtrength, as ſuperior to yours, and 


if the 
dit wh 
elr { 
at eff, 
reat a] 


nor e of God as your ſupreme commander, but ordaining for 


lieutenant under him one that is of the greateſt courage a- 
mong you; for theſe different commanders, beſides their be- 
ing an obſtacle to actions that are to be done on the ſudden, 


aws 1 
reſerve 


d may are a diſadvantage to thoſe that make uſe of them. Lead an 
> my, pure, and of choſen men, compoſed of all ſuch as have 
** extraordinary ſtrength of body, and hardineſs of ſoul; but 
1 do you ſend away the timorous, part, leaſt they run away in 


the time of action, and ſo afford an advantage to your ene— 
mies. Do you alſo give leave to thoſe that have lately built 
them houſes, and have not yet lived in them a year's time; 
and to thoſe that have planted them vineyards, and have not 


what 
when 


ſeek 


a "_ yet been partakers of their fruits, to continue in their own 
4 mT. country; as well as thoſe alſo who have betrothed or lately 
els 


married them wives, leſt they have ſuch an affection for thele 


dige things, that they be too ſparing of their lives, and by reſerv- 
oaks ing themſelves for theſe enjoyments, they become voluntary 
os cowards, [on account cf their wives |. 

, 42. When you have pitched your camp, take care that 
bro vou do nothing that is cruel. And when you are engaged 
aly in a fiege, and want timber for the making of warlike engines, 


. xxi, do not you render the land naked by cutting down trees that 


then bear fruit, but ſpare them, as conſidering that the ere made 
F for 
& 


* 


jill not do you juſtice, lead your army againſt them, making 
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for the benefit of men; and that if they could ſpeak, Mon the | 
would have a juſt plea againſt you, becauſe, though they Mk; tribes ſh 
not occaſions of the war, they are unjuſtly treated, and u ich them 
in it, and would, if they were able, remove themſelves Maat were 1 
another land. When you have beaten your enemies in Mags upon 
tle, ſlay thoſe that have fought againſt you; but preſervei nd the ob 
others alive, that they may pay you tribute, excepting the nfM\ſoſes had 
tion of the Canaanites, for as to that people you mult entirln:nner of 
ly deſtroy them. like praye! 
43. Take care, eſpecially in your battles, that no vom ere deno 
uſe the habit of a man, nor man the garment of a womar, bey anſw 
44. This was the form of political government which oon of wh 
left us by Moſes. Moreover he had “ already delivered lWMnd heir c 
in writing, in the fortieth year [after they came out of ey migh 
gypt]; concerning which we will diſcourſe in another boolMh: was re: 
But now, on the following days, (for he called them te Mea the alt: 
ſemble continually), he delivered bleſſings to them, and cuMjood, and 
ſes upon thoſe that ſhould not live according to the laws, bi:itcr that 
ſhould tranſgreſs the duties that were determined for them hr it was 
obſerve. Aſter this, he read to them a poetic ſong, whidMe! Moſes 


"MAP. VIII 


was compoſed in hexameter verſe ; and left it to them in i ;. O. 
holy book: it contained a prediction of what was to con ich the 
to paſs afterward. Agreeably whereto all things have hafWrery Nav 
pened all along, and do till happen to us; and wherein Helves to 


has not at all deviated from the truth. Accordingly he delWeonfideri! 
vered theſe books to the t prieſts, with the ark; into whicMWeither fo! 
he allo put the ten commandments, written in two table Hor indeec 
He delivered to them the tabetnacle alſo; and exhorted Ho be pre 
people, that when they had conquered the land, and wer That in 
ſettled in it, they ſhould not forget the injuries of the Amalittempt 
lekites, but make war againſt them, and inflict puniſhimen ment, th 
upon them for what miſchief they did them when they werneral, at 
in the wilderneſs: and that when they had got poſſeſſion ¶ ¶conguer 
the land of the Canaanites, and when they had deſtroyed thMdations, 
whole multitude of its inhabitants, as they ought to do, theWci ſuch 1 
ſhould ere an altar that ſhould face the riſing ſun, not faſWver gear 
from the city of Shechem, between the two mountains, th vas cor 
of Gerizzim ſituate on the right hand, and that called FE {cives b 

g bai Ve 


The, 21ws ſcem to be thoſe above mentioned { 4. of this chapter. * Of 


+ Whai...ws were now delivered to the prieſts, ſee the note on Anti © moun 
B. III. ch. 1. N 7. 5 ; the O1d 


bOOk | 
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k, M/ on the left; and that the army ſhould be fo divided, that 
they MM; tribes ſhould ſtand upon each of the two mountains, and 
nd ſuſi ich them the Levites, and the prieſts. And that friſt, thoſe 


ves iat were upon mount Gerizim ſhould pray for the beſt blef- 
sin Mags upon thoſe who were diligent about the worſhip of God, 
erve nd the obſervation of his laws, and who did nat reje& what 
the noſes had ſaid to them; while the other wiſhed them all 


t entirfMnznner of happineſs alſo : And when theſe laſt put up the 
like prayers, the former praiſed them, After this curſes 
ere denounced upon thole that ſhould tranſgrels thoſe laws, 
they anſwering one another alternately, by way of confirma- 


jon of what had been ſaid. Moſes allo wrote their bleſſings, 


| WOom 
Omar, 
lich u 


ed nd iheir curſes, that they might learn them ſo thoroughly, that 
t of Whey might never be forgotten by length of time. And when 
er bool: was ready to die, he wrote theſe bleſſings and curſes * up- 
| to Mea the altar on each ſide of it; where he favs allo the people 
nd cufWltood, and then ſacrificed. and offered burnt offerings. though 
ws, bieter that day they never offered upon it any other ſacrifice, 
them r it was not lawful ſo to do. Theſe are the conititutions 

which Moſes ; and the Hebrew nation ſtill live according tothem. 


n int 45. On the next day, Moſes called the people together, 


o comvith the women and children. to a congregation, fo as the 
ve hanWrery ſlaves were preſent allo, that they might engage them- 
rein Helves to the obſervation of tneſe laws by oath; and that duly 
ne del confidering the meaning of God in them, they might not, 
whicheither for favour of their kindred, or out of fear of any one, 
tableMor indeed for any motive whatſoever, think any thing ought 
ted the be preferred to theſe laws, and fo might tranſgreſs them. 
wer That in caſe any one of their own blood, or any city, ſhould 
AmaWittempt to confound or diſſolve their conſtitution oi govern— 
(hmen{{nent, they ſhould take vengeance upon them, both all in ge- 
y werFnera), and each perſon in particular; and when they had 
Ton 0 conquered them, ſhould overturn their city to the very foun- 


ed th 


dations, and, if poſſiole, ſhould not leave the leatl footiieps 


o, the cf ſuch madneſs ; But that if they were not able to take ſuch. 
ot fafWver geance, they ſhould fill demon!tirate, that what was done 
s, thi vas contrary to their wills, So the multitude bound them- 
ed I {cives by oath fo to do. 


ba . U 46. Moſes 


apter, 


* Of the exact place where this altar was to be built, whether near- 
Antiq 


r mount Gerizim or mount Ebal, according to Josephus, lee Lſſay on 
th: Old Teſtament, p. 168,171. 
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' fices might be the moſt acceptable to God; and how th 


they did not ask counſel at the mouth of the Lord, ol. ix. 14. 
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brought 
46. Moſes taught them alſo by what means their a * a 


thoſe mat 
which ac 
which w 
in order 
(behind r 
; honour | 
i excellen 
ys, Or W 
% ſlow up 
k1s a tet! 


ſhould go forth to war, making uſe of * the ſtones [int 
high preaſt's breaſt-plate] for their direction, as I have befy 
ſignifſied. Joſhua alſo propheſied while Moſes was prefſe 
And when Moſes had recapitulated whatſoever he had dy 
for the preſervation of the people, both in their wars, and 
peace, and had compoſed them a body of laws, and procur 
them an excellent form of government, he foretold, as G. 
had declared to him, That“ if they tranſgreſſed that inſlit 
te tion for the worſhip of God, they ſhould experience tl 
© following miſeries : their land ſhould be full of weapy 
©« of war from their enemies, and their cities ſhould be ove 
„ thrown, and their temple ſhould be burnt ; that the 


* ſhould be fold for ſlaves to ſuch men as would have . path gi 
© pity on them in their afflictions; that they would thenr 8. W 
« pent, when that repentance would no way profit them ui nd had 
eder their ſufferings, Yet, ſaid he, will that God u tibes aft 
founded your nation, reſtore your cities to your citizen nultitud 
< with their temple alſo; and you ſhall loſe theſe adva heating | 
« tages not once only, but often.“ had whe 


47. Now when Moles had encouraged Joſhua to lead off 6111 mor 
the army againſt the Canaanites, by telling him that 6 declared 
would aſſiſt him in all his undertakings, and had bleſſed ti tue, and 
whole multitude, he ſaid, ** Since I am going to my fort 3 
„ fathers, and God has determined that this ſhould be . bim. 
« day of my departure to them, I return him thanks whil protecte 
« 1 am ſtill alive, and preſent with you, for that providenꝰ future 1 


r 


he hath exerciſed over you, which hath not only delive al, bec 


ed us from the miſeries we lay under, but hath beftoweM before 
a ſtate of proſperity upon us; as alſo, that he hath afliſleM ,.:ke : 
eme in the pains I took, and in all the contrivances I ha te mu 
* in my care about you, in order to better your condition for alt! 
* and hath on all occaſions ſhewed himſelf favourable to us be cafl 
„or rather he it was who firſt conducted our affairs, an :; 


* brough yet wl 


* Dr. Bernard well obſerves here, how unfortunate this negled « 
conſulting the Urim was to Jolhua himſelf, in the caſe of the Gibeon 
tes, who put a trick upon him, and enſnared him, together with th * 81 


reſt of the Jewiſh rulers, with a ſolemn oath to preſerve them, contra and as 
to his conimiſſion to extirpate all the Canaanites root and branch ſed eu. 
which oath he and the other rulers never durſt break. See Scriptur mitte 
Politics, p. 55, 56, and this ſnare they were brought into, becavl Samar 
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brought them to an happy concluſion, by making uſe o 
me as a vicarious general under him, and as a miniſter in 
thoſe matters wherein he was willing to do you good: On 
*which account I think it proper to bleſs that divine power 
«which will take care of you for the time to come, and this 
in order to repay that debt which I owe him, and to leave 
behind me a memorial that we are obliged to worſhip and 
+ honour him, and to keep thoſe laws which are the moſt 
excellent gift of all thoſe he hath already beſtowed upon 
ys, or Which, if he continue favourable to us, he will be— 
ſow upon us hereafter, Certainly, an human legiſlator 
„is a terrible enemy, when his laws are affronted, and are 
made to no purpole. And may you never experience that 
# diſpleaſure of God which will be the conſequence of the 
neglect of theſe his laws, which he, who is your Creator, 
% hath given you.“ W 
48. When Moſes had ſpoken thus at the end of his life, 
and had foretold what would befal to * every one of their 
tribes afterward, with the addition of a bleſſing to them, the 
multitude fell into tears, in ſo much, that even the women, by 
beating their breaſts, made manifeſt the deep concern they 
had when he was about to die. The children alſo lamented 
fill more, as not able to contain their grief; and thereby 
declared, that even at their age they were ſenſible of his vir- 
tue, and mighty deeds: and truly there ſeemed to be a ſtrife 
between the young and the old, who ſhould molt grieve for 
him. The old grieved, becauſe they knew what a careful 
protector they were to be deprived of, and ſo lamented their 
future ſtate; but the young grieved, not only for that, but 
al.» becauſe it ſo happened that they were to be left by him 
before they had well taſted of his virtue. Now one may 
make a gueſs at the excels of this ſorrow and lamentation of 
the multitude, from what happened to the legiſlator himſelf; 
for although he was always perſuaded that he ought not to 
be caſt down at the approach of death, fince the undergoing 
it was agreeable to the will of God, and the law of nature, 
yet what the people did, ſo overbore him that he wept bimſelſ. 
Now as he went thence to the place where he was to vanith 
U 2 out 
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* Since Joſephus aſſures us here, as is moſt naturally to be ſuppoſed, 
and as the Septuagint gives the text, Deut. xxxili, 6. that Moſes bleſ- 
(ed every one of the tribes of Iſrael, it is cvident that Simeon was not 
omitted in his copy, as it unhappily now is, both in our Hetyew and: 
gamaritan copies. 


himſelf defired, fo they reſtrained themſelves, though wee 
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ont of their ſight, they all followed after him weeping ; þ 
Moſes beckoned with his hand to thoſe that were remote f. 
Lim. and bid them ſtay behind in quiet, while he exhort 
thofe that were near to him that they would not render 
departure ſo lamentable: Whereupon they thought they ong 
grant him that favour, to let him depart according as | 


ing ſtil] towards one another. All thoſe who accompani 
him, were the ſenate, and Eleazar the high prieſt, and 
nua their commander, Now as ſoon as they were come! 
the mountain called Aarim, (which is a very high mount; 
ſituate over againſt Jericho, and one that affords to ſuch 
are upon it a proſpect of the greateſt part of the excelle 
land of Canaan), he diſmiſſed the ſenate; and as he was g 
ing to embrace Eleazar and Joſhua, and was ſtill diſcourſin 
with them, a cloud ſtood over him on the ſudden, and 
diſappeared in a certain valley, although he wrote in t 
holy books that he died, which was done out of fear leſt the 
ſhould venture to fay, that becauſe of his extraordinary vi 
tue he went to God. 

49. Now Moſes lived in all one hundred and twenty years 
a third part of which time, abating one month, he was th 
people's ruler: And he died on the laſt month of the yea 
which is called by the Macedonians Dy/trus, but by us 
dar, on the firſt day of the month, He was one that ex 
ceeded all men that ever were in underſtanding, and mad 
the beſt uſe of what that underſtanding ſuggeſted to him. H 
had a very grateful way of ſpeaking, and addreſſing himſclft 
the multitude : and as to his other qualifications, he hat 
tach a full command of his paſſions, as if he hardly had fin) 
fach in his ſoul, zud only knew thera by their names, as 12 
ther perceiving them in other men than in himſelf, He w: 
alſo ſach a general of an army as is ſeldom ſeen, as well : 
i2ca a prophet as was never known, and this to ſuch a de 
gree, that whatioever he pronounced you would think you 
heard the voice of God himſelf, So the people mourned for 
him thirty days: Nor did ever any grief ſo deeply affect the 
Hebrews as did this upon the death of Moſes ; nor wer 
thoſe that had experieaced his conduct the only perſons that 
deſired him, but thoſe alſo that peruſed the laws he leſt be- 
hind him had a ſtrong deſire after him, and by them gather- 
ed the extraordinary virtue he was maſter of. And this ſhall 
nflice for the declaration o the manner of the death of Moſes, 

Tus Exp or Tus Fouxtu Book, | 
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h wee [ From the Death of Mosks to the Death of EI. J 


Mpan! 


OO RKV. 


Containing the Interval of 476 Years. 


and 
Come! 
lOUnta 6 H A P. | 
ſuch 
Xcel: Jaſbua, the commander of the Hebrews, made war 
Was oil with the Canaanites, and overcame them, and deſtroyed 
—__ them, and divided their land by lot to the tribes of 1frael, 
nc: 


in L 1. WHEN Moſes was taken away from among men, 
eſt the in the manner already deſcribed, and when all 


ry vi he ſolemnities belonging to the mourning for him were 
fniſhed, and the ſorrow for him was over, Joſhua com- 
4. manded the multitude to get themſelves ready for an expe- 
as th 


dition. He alſo ſent ſpies to Jericho, to diſcover what 


e yea orces they had, and what were their intentions, but he put. 


us bis camp in order, as intending ſoon to paſs over Jordan at 
hat 7 a proper ſeaſon. And calling to him the rulers of the 
ma 


tribe of Reubel, and the governors of the tribe of Gad, 
and [the half tribe of] Manaſſeh, for half of this tribe 
had been permitted to have their habitation in the country of 
the Amorites, which was the“ ſeventh part of the land of. 
U 3. Canaan, 


m. H 
aſelft 
1e had 
id Auf 
asS 12 


e wi * The Amorites were one of the /even nations of Canaan : Hence 
ell 2M Reland is willing to ſuppoſe, that Joſephus did not here mean that their 
a de) land beyond Jordan was a /eventh part of the whole land of Canaan, 


you but meant the Amorites as a /*venth nation. His reafon is, that Joſe- 
4 % ] phus, as well as our Bible, generally diſtinguiſh the land beyond Fardan 

"i from the /and of Canaan Nor can it be denied, that in ſtrictneſs they 
ct the were different; yet aſter two tribes and an half of the twelve tribes came 
were to inherit it, it might, in a general way all together, be well included 
that under the land of Canaan,. or Paleſtine, or Fuca; of which we have a 
be.] clear example here before us in Jolephus, whoſe words evidently imply, 
ther. that taking the whole land of Canaan, or that inhabited by all the 
\ ] twelve tribes together, and parting it into ſeven parts, the part beyond 
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olts, | 


234 


ANTIQUITIES OF 


Book \ 


Canaan, he put them in mind what they had promiſed M. 
ſes; and he exhorted them, that for the ſake of the care th 
Moſes had taken of them, who had neFer been weary of t; 
King pains for them, no not when he was dying, and for t. 
lake of the public welfare, they would prepare themſelyg 
and readily perform what they had promiſed : So he to 
fifty thouſand of them, who followed him, and he march 
from Abila to Jordan, fixty furlongs. 

2, Now when he had pitched his camp, the ſpies camet 
him immediately, well acquainted with the whole ate of th 
Canaanites: For at firſt, before they were at all diſcovere! 
they took a full view of the city Jericho without difturbanc 
and ſaw which parts of the walls were ſtrong, and whic 
parts were otherwiſe, and indeed inſecure, and which of thi 
gates were ſo weak as might afford an entrance to their army 
Now thole that met them took no notice of them when the 
law them, and ſuppoſed they were only ſtrangers, who uſe 
to be very curious in obſerviug every thing in the city, an 
did not take them for enemies; but at even they retired u 
a certain inn that was near to the wall, whither they wen 
to eat their ſupper 3 which ſupper when they had done, an- 
were conſidering how to get away, information was given t 
the King as he was at ſupper, that there were ſome perſon 
come from the Hebrews camp to view the city as ſpies, and 


that they were in the inn kept by Rahab, and were very ſolli 


citous that tier might not be dilcovered, ſo he ſent immedi 
ately ſome to them, wad commanded to catch them, and 
bring them to him, that he might examine them by torture, 
and learn what their buſineſs Nas there As ſoon as Rahab 
underſtcod that theſe meſſengers were coming, ſhe hid the 
ipies under ſtalks of flax, which were isid to dry on the top 
of her houſe ; and ſaid to the meſſengers tkat were ſert by 
the King, that certain unknown ſtrangers had ſopped with her 
u little before ſun-ſetting, and were gone away, who might 
eaßly be taken, if they were any terror to the city, or likely 
to bring any danger to the King: So theſe meſſengers being 

| thus 


— 


Jordan was in quantity of ground one e i part of the whole. And 
this well enough agrees to Reland's own map of that country, although 


thus land beyond Jordan was ſo peculiarly fruitful, and good for paſtu- 


rage, as the two Yribes and an half took notice, Numb. xxxii. 1, 4, 16 
het it maintained about a / part of the whole pcople. 
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iſed Ms deluded by the woman, and ſuſpecting no impoſition, 


care ent their ways, without ſo much as ſearching the inn, but 
ry of icy immediately purſued them along thoſe reads which they 
d for ost probably ſuppoſed them to have gone, and thoſe parti- 
emſclveWularly which led to the river, but could hear no tidings of 
he to em; ſo they left off the pains of any farther purſuit, But 
march ben the tumult was over, Rahab brought the men down, 


nd defired them, as ſoon as they ſhould have obtained poſ- 


came ion of the land of Canaan, when it would be in their power. 
te of iH make her amends for her preſervation of them, to remem- 
covereWer what danger ſhe had undergone for their fakes; for that 
urbane ſhe had been caught concealing them ſhe could not have 
1 whicWſcaped a terrible deilruQtion, ſhe and all her family with her, 
h of u ſo bid them to go home; and deſired them to ſwear to 
ir armer, to preſerve her and her family, when they ſhould take the 
en theyWity, and deſtroy all its inhabitants, as they had decreed to 
rho uſe o, for ſo far ſhe ſaid ſhe had been aſſured by thoſe divine 
ity, an iracles of which ſhe had been informed. So theſe ſpies ac- 
tired teMnowledged, that they owed her thanks for what ſhe had 
y wenWone already, and withal ſwore to requite her kindneſs, not 
ne, anWaly in words, but in deeds: But they gave her this advice, 
iven lat when the ſhould perceive that the city was about to be 
perſonWaken, ſhe ſhould put her goods, and all her family, by way 
ies, auf ſecurity, in her inn, and to hang oat ſcarlet threads be- 
ry ſolli Here her doors, [or windows], that the commander of the 
mmediWHcbrews might know her houſe, and take care to do her no 


m, and 
Orture, 
RahibWſW It plainly appears “ the hiſtory of theſe fpies, and the innkeeper 
nid the chab's deception of the king of Jericho's meſſengers, by telling them 
h ar was falſe, in order to ſave the lives of the ſpies, and yet the great 
e top onmendation of her faith and good works in the New Teitament, Heb, 
ent by. 31. Jam. ii. 245. as well as by many other parallel examples both in 
ith here 3 and in Joſephus, that the beſt men did not then 
might ſcruple to decerve thoſe public enemies, who might juſtly be deſtroyed ; 
like alſo might deceive ill men, in order to ſave lite, and deliver them- 
S {elves from the tyranny of their unjuſt oppreſſors, and this by telling 
being direct falſehoods; I mean all this where no 04th was demanded of them, 
thus otherwiſe they never durſt venture on ſuch a procedure. Nor was Jo- 
ſeplras himſelf of any other opinion or practice, as I ſhall remark in the 
And note on Antiq. B. IX. ch. iv. 3. vol. II. And obſerve, that I ſtill call this 
though woman Rahab an innteeper, not an har lat, the whole hiſtory both in our 
paſtu. copies, and eſpecially in Joſephus, implying no more. It was indecd 
16 MI frequent a thing, that women who were innkeepers were alſo har- 
* lots, or maintainers of harlots, that the word commonly uſed for real 
harlots was ufually given them. See Dr. Bernard's note here, and Judg. 
xi, 1, and Antiq. P. V. ch. vii. 9 8. 


harm; 


harm; for, ſaid they, we will inform him of this matter, 
Cauſe of the concern thou haſt had to preſerve us But if | 
one of thy family fall in the battle do not thou blame y 
and we beſeech that God, by whom we have ſworn, not th 
to be diſpleaſed with us, as though we had broken our oa! 
So theſe men, when they had made this agreement, went 
way, letting themſelves down by a rope from the wall. ; 
eſcaped, and came and told their own people whatſoever t 
had done in their journey to this city. Joſhua allo told H 
azar the high prieſt, and the ſenate, what the ſpies h 
{ſworn to Rahab, who confirmed what had been ſworn, 

3. Now while Joſhua the commander, was in fear abs 
their paſſing over Jordan, for the river ran with a ſtrong d 
rent, and could not be paſſed over. with bridges, for the 
never had been bridges laid over it hitherto, and while! 
ſuſpected, that if he ſhould attempt to make a bridge, th 
the enemies would not afford him time to perfect it, and { 
ferry-boats they had none, God promiſed fo to diſpoſe of th 
river that they might pals over it, and that by taking aw 
the main part of its waters. So Joſhua, after two days, c; 
ſed the army and the whole multitude to paſs over int 
manner following : The prieſts went firſt of all, having th 
ark with them, then went the Levites bearing the tabernacl 
and the veſlels which belonged to the ſacrifices, after whic 
the entire multitude followed according to their tribes, ha 
ing their children and their wives in the midſt of them, 
being afraid for them leſt they ſhould be born away by th 
ſtream. But as ſoon as the prieſts had entered the river fil 
it appeared fordable, the depth of the water being reſtrained 
and the ſand appearing at the bottom, becauſe the curten 
was neither ſo ſtrong nor ſo ſwift as to carry it away by it 
force, ſo they all paſſed over the river without fear, finding 
it to be in the very ſame ſtate as God had foretold he would 
put it in; but the prieſts ſtood ſtill in the midſt of the rive 
till the multitude ſhould be paſſed over, and ſhould get u 
the {hore in ſafety; and when all were gone over, the priel! 
came out alſo, and permitted the current to run freely as it 


uſed to do before. Accordingly the river, as ſoon as the 
Hebrews were come out of it, aroſe again. preſently, aud 


came to its own proper magnitude as before. 


4. So the Hebrews went on farther fifty furiongs, and 


pitched their camp at the diſtance of ten furlongs from ſe 


' Jicho ; 
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Latter, ho: But Joſhua built an altar of thoſe ſtones, which all the 
But if Mads of the tribes, at the command of the prophet, had ta- 
blame Mea out of the deep, to be afterwards a memorial of the di- 


, Not th 
OUr oatt 
„ Went 
wall 
ever th 
told E 
ſpies þ 


Bon of the flream of this river, and upon it offercd facrifice 
God; and in that place celebrated the paſſover, and had 
eat plenty of all the things wbich they wanted hitherto, for 
hey reaped the corn of the Canaanites, which was now ripe, 
ad took other things as prey, for then it was that their former 
pd, which was manna, and of which they had eaten forty 
cars, failed them. 


orn. z. Now while the Iſtaclites did this, and the Canaanites 
-ar abe id not attack them, but kept themſelves quiet within their 
'ong en walls, Joſhua reſolved to beſiege them; fo on the firſt 
for the of the feaſt [of the paſſover], the prieſts carried the ark, 


while Hand about which was ſome part of the armed men to be a 


ge, ard to it. Theſe prieſts went forward, blowing with their 
and ren trumpets. ; and exhorted the army to be of good cou- 
le of Hie, and went round about the city, with the ſenate follow- 
ng avs them; and when the prieſts had only blown with the 


ys, caW:umpets, for they did nothing more at all, they returned to 
r in ie camp. And when they had done this for fix days, on 
ving ie ſeventh Joſhua gathered the armed men, and all the peo- 
ernaclW!c together, and told them this good tiding, that the city 
r whicYWhould now be taken, ſince God would on that day give it 
es, haythem, by the falling down of che walls, and this of their own 
em, xccord, and without their labour. However, he charged 
by ththem to kill every one they ſhould take, and not to abſtain 
ver firMrom the {laughter of their enemies, either for wearineſs, or 
trainec or pity, and not to fall on the ſpoil, and be thereby divert- 
CurrenMed from purſuing their enemies as they ran away; but to de- 
by iillroy all the animals. and to take nothing for their own pe- 
hndingMculiar advantage. He commanded them allo to bring toge- 
wou cher ail the filver and gold. that it might be ſet apart as firſt 
e riyeij fruits unto God out of this glorious exploit, as having gotten 
get i hem from. the city they firit took ; only that they ſhould fave 
prieſt Rahab, and her kindred alive, becauſe of the oath which the 
y as ig ties had ſworn to her. 
as the 6. When he bad ſaid this, and had ſet his army in order, 
„ aud be brought it againit the city: ſo they went round the city 
again, the ark going before them, and the prieſts encourag- 
„ andi in; the people to be zealous in the work; and when they 


m fe bz. gone round it ſeven times, and had Rood fill a little, 
icho ; | the. 
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the wall fell down, while no inſtruments of war, no: any oth 
force, was applied to it by the Hebrews. 

7. So they entered into ericho, and ſlew all the men th; 
were therein, while they were affrighted at the ſurpriſ 
overthrow ofthe walls, and their courage was become ulele 
and they were not able to defend themſelves ; ſo they we 
flain, and their throats cut, ſome in the ways, and others 


caught in their houſes ; nothing afforded them aſſiſtance, hy to may 
they all periſhed, even to the women and the children, aif”*** 40 
the city was filled with dead bodies, and not one perſe * 01 
eicaped. They alſo burnt the whole city, and the count 1 a 
about it; but they ſaved alive Rahab, with her family, x 3 Gi 
had fled to her inn. And when ſhe was brought to hu X 
Joſhua owned to her, that they owed her thanks for her pry ad 79 
ſervation of the ſpies : So he ſaid he would not appear tot _=_ 
behind her in his benefaction to her; whereupon he gail” = 
her certain lands immediately, and had her in great eſte: ing q 
ever afterwards, ; L 
8. And if any part of the city eſcaped the fire, he overthre ie 7 1 
it from the foundation ; and he denounced a * curſe again * _— 
its inhabitants, if any one ſhould defire to rebuild it, how Ar (ad 
on his laying the foundation of the walls he ſhould be de 1 * e 
prived of his eldeſt ſon, and upon finiſhing it, he ſhould lo rats th 
his youngeſt ſon. But what happened hereupon, we ſa . of 
ſpeak of hereafter. e 
9. Now there was an immenſe quantity of ſilver and gold * * 
and beſides thoſe of braſs alſo, that was heaped together ou E lofs 
of the city wheneit was taken, no one tranſgreſſing the dell” 2 
cree, nor purloining for their own peculiar advantage: wuic — 
ſpoils Joſhua delivered to the prieſts, to be laid up among the! 
treaſures, And thus did Jericho periſh, * Th 
10. Bu pics, bu 
| tions, E 
* Upon occafion of this devoting of Jericho to deſtruction and th name i! 
exemplary puniſhment of Achar, who broke that cherem or anathenf trouble. 
and of the puniſhment of the future breaker of it, Hiel, 1 Kings x" but not 


34. as alſo of the puniſhment of Saul, for breaking the like cherem 
anathema againſt the Amalckites, 1 Sam. xv. We may obſerve wh 
was the true meaning of that law, Levit. xxvii. 28. None devoted, qwhidl 


is a kn 


Joſhua 


Bernar 
Hall be devoted of men, ſhall be redeemed ; but ſhall ſurely be put to death + F 
1. e. whenever any of the Jews public enemies had been, for their wick 3 Gn 
ednels, ſolemnly devoted to deſtruction, according to the divine com on 170 
mand, as were generally the ſeven wicked nations of Canaan, and thode 5 * %; 
ſinners the Amalekites, 1 Sam. xv. 18. it was utterly unlawful to per foe — 
mit thoſe enemies to be redeemed, but they were to be all utterly de Joſhua 


firoyed. See alſe Numb. xxi, 2, 3. 1 
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10. But there was one“ Achar, the ſon [of Charmi, the 
2n] of Zebedias, of the tribe of Judah, who finding a royal 
arment woven entirely of gold, and a piece of gold that 
xeighed + two hundred ſhekels, and thinking it a very hard 
aſe, that what ſpoils he, by running ſome hazard, had 
fund, he muſt give away, and offer it to God, who ſtood 
n no need of it, while he that wanted it muſt go without it, 
made a deep ditch in his own tent, and laid them up there- 
, as ſuppoſing he ſhould not only be concealed from his 
ſellow ſoldiers, but from God himſelf alſo. 

11. Now the place where Joſhua pitched his camp was 
alled Gz/gal, which denotes} liberty; for ſince now they 
ad paſſed over Jordan, they looked on themſelves as freed 


tians, and in the wilderneſs. 

12. Now a few days after the calamity that befel Jeri. 
cho, Joſhua ſent three thouſand armed men to take Ai, a cĩ- 
ty ſituate above Jericho. but upon the ſight of the people of 
Ai, with them they were driven back, and loſt thirty-ſix of 
their men. When this was told the Iſraelites, it made them 
very ſad, and exceeding diſconſolate, not ſo much becauſe of 
the relation the men that were deſtroyed bare to them, tho? 
thoſe that were deſtroyed were all good men, and deſerved 


their eſteem, as by the deſpair it occaſioned; for while they 


believed that they were already, in effect, in poſſeſſion of the 
land, and ſhould bring back the army out of the battles with- 
out loſs, as God had promiſed before hand, they now ſaw 
une xpectedly their enemies bold with ſucceſs, ſo-they put 

| | ſackcloth 


* That the name of this thief was not Achan, as in the common co» 
pics, but Achar, as here in Joſephus, and in the Apoſtolical Conſtitu- 
tions, B. VII. ch. ii. and elſewhere, is evident by the alluſion to that 
name in the curſe of Joſhua, Why haſt thou troubled us ? The Lord ſpall 
trouble thee, where the Hebrew words allude only to the name Achar, 
but not to Achan, Accordingly this valley of Achar, or Achor, was and 
is a known place, a little north of Gilgal, ſo called from the days of 
Joſhua till this day. See Joſh. vii. 26, If. Ixv. 10. Hol. ii. 15. and Dr. 
Bernard's notes here. 

+ Here Dr. Bernard very juſtly obſerves, that a few words are drop 
ped out of Joſephus's copies, on account of the repetition of the word 
ſtebels, and that it ought to be read thus, A piece of gold that weighed 50 
ſoekels, and one of filver that weighed 2CO ſbekels, as in our other copies, 
Joſhua vii. 21. . 

t 1 agree here with Dr, Bernard, and approve of Joſephus's interpre- 
tation of Gilgal for liberty. See Joſh. v. 9. 


from the miſeries which they had undergone from the Egyp- 
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ſackcloth over their garments, and continued in tears: 
lamentation all the day, without the leaſt enquiry after fo 
but laid what had happened greatly to heart. 

13. When Joſhua ſaw the army ſo much afflicted, 1 


in the mid 
death; and 
in a diſgra 
demned m 


poſſeſſed with forebodings of evil as to their whole expeditio 5. WI 
he uled freedom with God, and faid, © We are not con »sainſt Al 
thus far out of any raſhneſs of our own, as tho? we though te city; t 
« ourlelves able to ſubdue this land with our own weapon © they ad 
but at the inſtigation of Moſes thy ſervant for this purpoſi mer vie 
* becauſe thou haſt promiſed us by many figns that tho means are 
« wouldſt give us this land for a poſſeſſion, and that tha bung thi 
„ wouldſt make our army always ſuperior in war to our end hem, as! 
„ mies, and accordingly ſome ſucceſs has already attendelMW 2 Er be 
« upon us agreeably to thy promiſes, but becauſe we haz about, ar 
% now unexpectedly been foiled, and have loſt ſome men 0: the figna 
« of our army, we are grieved at it, as fearing what thy excited t 
« haſt promiſed us, and what Moſes foretold us, cannot bl e inhal 
% depended on by us; and our future expeRation trouble 5 in pe 
„us the more, hecauſe we have met with ſuch a diſaſter if] e gates 


« this our firſt attempt. But do thou, O Lord, free us fron all that t 
© theſe ſuſpicions, for thou art able to find a cure for the paint hi 


« diſorders by giving us victory, which will both take awagſſ ©"* mad 
« the grief we are in at preſent, and prevent our diſtruſt x wards th 
«© to what is to come.“ they law 


14. Theſe interceſſions Joſhua put up to God as he ll ives at 


ptoſt rate on his face: whereupon God anſwered him, Tha ttersc 


„ he ſhould riſe up, and purify his hoſt from the pollutic elves, 
&© which was got into it; that things conſecrated to me have] (3 cal; 
« been impudently ſtolen from me; and that this has been th eat ip 

unment 


«& ccaſion why this defeat had happened to them; and that 
„when they ſhould ſearch out and puniſh the offender, he 
„ would ever take care they ihould have the victory ove 


took he 
a rich c 


„ their enemies“ This Joſhua told the people: And call- all thel 
ing for Eleazar the high prieit; and the men in authority, 16. 
he caſt lots, tribe by triibe, and when the lot ſhewed that this zuſalem 
wicked action was done by one of the tribe of Judah. he habit 
then again propoſed the lot to the ſeveral families thereto be- © lik 
longing, ſo the truth of this wicked action was found to be- did no 
long to the family of Zachar; and when the enquiry was ted the 
made man by man, they took Achar, who, upon God's re- trat h. 
ducing him to a terrible extremity, could not deny the fact: zut th 


So he conſeſſed the theft, and produced what he had taken W * 
in Ol 
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in the midſt of them, whereupon he was immediately put to 
death; and attained no more than to be buried in the night, 
in a diſgraceful manner, and ſuch as was ſuita ible to a con- 
demned malefactor. 
ditio F. Warn Joſhua had thus purified the hoſt, he led them 
con gainſt Ai: And having by night laid an ambuſh round about 
oughMl ts city, he attacked the enemies as ſoon as it was day vat 
apon they advanced boldly againſt the Iſraelites, becauſe of their 
wrpoſYF former victory, he made them believe he retired. and by that 
t thol means drew them a great way from the city, they ſtill ſup- 
tho poiing that they were purſuing their enemies, and defpiſed 
rene them, as though the caſe had been the fime with that in the 
ende bormer battle, after which Joſhua ordered his forces to turn 
hay about, and placed them againlt their front: He then made 
n O the Ggnals agreed upon to thoſe that lay in ambuſh, and fo 
th c cited them to fight; fo they ran ſuddenly into the city, 
ot bj the inhabitants bans upon the walls, nay others of them be- 
ubleMW ig in perplexity, and coming to ſce thoſe that were without 
er ite gates. Accordingly thele men took the city, and flew 
fro il that they met with; but Jothua forced thoſe that came a- 
the zuinſt him to come to a clole fight, and diſcomfived them, 
wal and made them run away; and when they were driven tu- 
ſt a ards the city, and thought it had not been touched, as ſoon as 
they ſaw it was taken, and perceived it was burnt, with their 
wives and children, they wandered about in the ſields in a 
ſcattered condition, and were no way able to defend them- 
i-lves, becauſe they had none to ſapport them. Now when 
this calamity was come upon the mer of Ai, there were a 
great number of children, and women, and 2 ants, and an 
immenſe quantity of other furniture, The EHebrews allo 
took herds of cattle, aud a great deal of money, for this was 
a rich country, So when Toma came to Gilgal, ke divided 
«ll theſe ſpoils among the lo'diers. 

16. Bur the Gibeonites, Wo inhabited very near to ſe— 
duale: m, when they ſaw what miſeries had happened to the 
iahabitants of Jericho, and to thote of Ai, and lytpeted that 

the A* ſore calamity would come as far as themtelves, they 
did not think fit to atk for mercy of Joſhua, for they ſuppg. 
ed they thould find little mercy freu him, „ho made was 
dat he might entirely deſtroy the nation of the Ca: N nau; tes, 
zut they invited the people of Cephirah and Kiri« thjearim. 
who were their nrigbbouts, to join in league with us; and 
in Vol. I. X 


| ＋ 
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told them, that neither could they themſelves avoid the dan 
ger they were all in, if the Iſraclites ſhould prevent the 

and ſeize upon them : So when they had perſuaded them 
they reſolved to endeavour to eſcape the forces of the Iſrael 
ites. 1 upon their agreement to what they pro 
poled. Ahey ſent ambaſſadors to Joſhua to make a league 9 
friendſhip with him, and thoſe ſuch of the citizens as wen 
heſt approved of, and molt capable of doing what was mol 
advantageous to the multitude, Now theſe ambaſſadot 
thought it dangerous to confeſs themſelves to be Canaanites 
hut thought they might, by this contrivance, avoid the dan 
ger, namely, by ſaying that they bare no relation to the Ca 
Daantes at all, but dwelt at a very great diſtance from them 
and they ſaid farther, that they came a long way on accoun 
of the reputation he had gained for his virtue; and as a mar 
of the truth of what the ſaid, they ſhewed him the habit the 
were 1n, for that their cloaths were new when they came out 
but were greatly worn by the length of time they had been 
their journey, for indeed they took torn garments, on purpoſ; 
that they might make him believe ſo. So they ſtood in thi 
mid of the people, and ſaid, that they were ſent by the peo 
ple of Gibeon, ard of the circumjacent cities, which wer 
very remote from the lard where they now were, to mak 
ſoch a league of friendſliip with them, and this on ſuch con 
ditions as were cuſtomary among their forefathers ; for whe 
they underftocd, that, by the favour of God, and his gift tt 
them, they were to have the poſſeſſion of the land of Canaet 
beſtowed upon them, they ſaid, that they were very glad! 
hear it, and defied to be admitted into the number of the 
citizens, Thus did theſe ambaſſadors ſpeak; and ſhewinj 
them the marks of their long journey, they intreated the He 
brews to make a league of friendſhip with them. Accord 
ingly Joſhua believing what they ſaid, that they were not o 
the nation of the Canaanites, entered into friendſhip will 


242 


them; and Eleazar the high prieſt, with the ſenate. {ware t( 


them that they would eſteem them their friepds and aſſoci 
ates, and would attempt nothing that thould be unfair again 
them, the multitude alſo aſſenting to the oaths that wer 
made to them. So theſe men having obtained what they de 


fired by deceiving the Iſraelites, went home; but when Jo 
ſhua led his army to the country at the bottom of the moun 
t2ins of this part of Canaan, he underſtood that the Gibeonite 
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OR V 
\ dwelt not far from feruſalem, and that they were of the 


dan ftock of the Canaanites, ſo he ſent for their governors, and 
then reproached them with the cheat they had put upon him; but 


them they alledged on their own behalf, that they had no other | 
[rae] voy to fave themſelves but that, and were therefore forced to ö 
y prof bave recourſe to it. So he called for Eleazar the high prieit, 
ne ad for the ſenate, who thought it right to make them public 
ner icrvants, that they might not break the oath they had made 
moto them; and they ordained them to be fo, And this was | 
ado the method by which theſe men found ſafety and ſecurity ul; 
nite onder the calamity that was ready to overtake them. 
> dat 17. But the King of Jeruſalem took it to heart that the 
e Ci Gibconites had gone over to Joſhua, ſo he called upon the 
hen kings of the neighbouring nations to join together, and make 
coun war againſt them. Now when the Gibeonites ſaw thele kings, 
mati which were four, beſides the King of Jeruſalem, and perceiv- 
the ed that they had pitched their camp at a certain fountain 
> ou! not far from their city, and were getting ready for the ſiege 
en ill of it, they called upon Joſhua to aſſiſt them, for ſuch was 
peil their caſe, as to expect to be deſtroyed by theſe Canaanites, 
n t1M but to ſuppoſe they ſhould be ſaved by thoſe that came for the 


 peoff] deſtruction of the Canaanites, becaule of the league of friend- Ml 
wei {hip that was between them. Accordingly Joſhua made haſte | 
malt with his whole army to aſſiſt them, and marching day and | 
con night, in the morning he fell upon the enemies as they were "uf 


he going up to the ſiege; and when he had diſcomfited them, 
iſt i he followed them, and purſued them down the deſcent of the 
na bills. The place is called Beth Horon; where he allo un- 
ade derſtood that God aſſiſted him, which he declared by thun- TY 


thei der and thunder-bolts, as alſo by the falling of hail larger 


win than uſual. Moreover * it happened that the day was length- | . j 
. =_—_ 
He 4 2 ened 1 
cord 3 IMs : | 1 
ot « * Whether this lenthening of the day, by the ſtanding ſtill of the i 
| ſun and moon, were phyſical and real, by the miraculous ſtoppage of 3 
Wi +he diurnal motion of the earth for about half a revolution, or whether Ky 
re t only apparent, by ærial pho/phori imitating the tun and moon as flati- 1 
foci onary ſo long, while clouds and the night hid the real ones, and this 19 
ain parhelion or mock ſun affording ſufficient light for Joſhua's purſuit and f 


complete victory, (which rial pho/pbor:, in other ſhapes, lave been more 
Weiß than ordinarily common of late years), cannot now be determined: 
y Ce Philoſophers and aftronomers will naturally incine to this latter hypo- 
1 Jo theſis. In the mean time, the fact itſelf was mentioned in the book of 
ounf Jacher, now loſt, Joch. x. 13. and is confirmed by Haiah xxviii. 21. by 
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ANTIQUITIES OF Book V. 
en.d, that the night might not come on too ſoon, and be an 
oofirvction t » the zeal of the Hebrews in purſuing their ene. 
mies. inſomuch, that Joſhua took the kings, which were 
hidden in a certain cave at Makkedah, and put them to 
death. Now that the day was lengthened at this time. and 
Was longer than ordinary, is expreſſed in the books “ laid 
up in the temple. 

18. Theſe kings which made war with, and were ready 
to fight the Gibeonites, being thus overthrowu, Joſhua re. 
turned again to the mountainous parts of Canaan; and when 
he had made a great ſlaughter of the peop!e there, and took 
their prey, he came to the camp at Gilgal. And now there 
went a great fame abroad among the neighbovring people of 
the courage of the Hebrews, and thoſe that heard what a 
number of men were deſtroyed, were greatly affrighted at it : 
So the kings that lived about mount Libanus, who were Ca- 
:aanites, and thoſe Canzanites that dwelt in the plain coun- 
try, with auxiliaries out of the land of the Philiſtines, pitch- 
ed their camp at Bercth, a city of the Upper Galilee, not 
far from Cadeſh, which is itſelf alſo a place in Galilee, Noy 
the number of the whole army was three hundred thouſand 
armed footmen, and tea thouſand horſemen, and twenty thou- 
land cha:icts, fo that the multitude of the enemies affrighted 
both Joſhua himſelf, and the Iſraelites; and they, inſtead of 
being full of hope of good ſucceſs. were ſuperſtitiouſly timo- 
TOUS, With the great terror with which they were ſtricken, 
Whereupon God upbraided them with the fear they were in; 
and aſked them, Whether they defired a greater help than 
he could afford them? and promiſed them that they ſhould 
overcome their enemies; and withal charged them to make 
their enemies horſes uſeleſs, and to burn their chariots, So 
Johua became full of courage upon theſe promiſes of God, 
and went cut ſuddenly againſt the enemies, and after five 
days march he came upon them, and joined battle with them, 

i a and 
Habaccue, B. III. ch. xi. and by the father of Sirach, Ecclus xlvi. 4. 
in the 18th Pialm of Solomon, ver. zl. it is alſo ſaid of the luminaries, 
with relation, no doubt, to this and the like miraculous ſtanding ſtill 
and going back, in the days of Joſhua and Hezckiah, They have net 
vandered from the day that he created them ; they: have not uten 
er evay from anrient generations, unleſs it were when God enjoined 
eu [fo to do] by the command of his ſervants,"See Authent. Rec. part J. 
p. 154. . 5 
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* Of the boot: laid np in the temple, ſec the note on Antiq. B. III. 
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nd there «vas a terrible fight, and ſuch a number were ſlain 
could not be believed by thoſe that heard it. He allo 
ent on in the purſuit a great way, and deſtroyed the entire 
my of the enemies, few only excepted, and all the kings 
ein the battle; inſomuch, that when there wanted men to 
: killed, Joſhua flew their horſes, and burnt their chariots, 
1d paſſed all over their country without oppoſition, no one 
aring to meet him in battle; but he ſtill went on, taking 


R V. 


e an 
ene. 
Were 


_ heir cities by ſiege, and again killing whatever he took. 

chen! 9: The fifth year was now paſt, and there was not one 
tene che Canaanites remained any longer, excepting ſome that 
ka ad retired to places of great ſtrength. So Joſhua removed 
le 3 is camp to the mountainous country, and placed the taber- 
10 ncle in the city Shiloh, for that ſeemed a fit place for it, 
1 ecauſe of the beauty of its ſituation, until ſuch time as their 
C. fairs would permit them to build a temple; and from thence 


e went to Shechem, together with all the people, and raiſed 
ung, altar where Moſes had before hand directed; then did he. 


"Wivide the army, and placed one half of them on mount Ge- 
1 iz im, and the other halt on “ mount Ebal, on which moun- 
Mia the altar was: he alſo placed there the tribe of Levi, and- 
and ue prieſts. And when they had ſacrificed, and denounced 
* ne [bleſſings and the] curſes, and had left them engraven- 
12 pon the altar, they returned to Shiloh. , 

20. And now Joſhua was old, and ſaw that the cities of. 
ma- be Canaanites were not eaſily to be taken, not only becauſe 
* hey were ſituated in ſuch ſtrong places, but becauſe of the 
mipbrength of the walls themſelves, which being built round 
* bout, the natural ſtrength of the places on which the cities 
* ood, ſeemed capable of repelling their enemies from beſieg- 
po ing them, and of making thoſe enemies deſpair of taking: 
* tem; for when the Canaanites had learned, that the Iſrael- 


Fes came out of Egypt in order to deſtroy them, they were 
baſy-all that time in making their cities ſtrong : So he ga- 
thered the people together to a congregation at Shiloh; and 
when they, with great zeal and haſte, were come thither, ha 
4 Fbſerved to them what proſperous ſucceiles they had already 
til Mad, and what glorious things had been done, and thoſe ſuch. 
10: Nis were worthy of that God who enabled them to do thoſe 


| : X 3 things, - 
* 5 5 

T1 * Of the ſituation of this altar, ſee Eſſay on the Old Ted. p. 170, 177. 
4% 
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things, and worthy of the virtue of thoſe laws which the 
followed. He took nctice alſo, that thirty-one of thoſe king 
that ventured to give them battle were overcome, and eve 
army, how great ſoever it were, that confided in their oy 
power, and fought with them, was utterly deſtroyed ; ſo th 
not ſo much as any of their poſterity. remained. And as { 
the cities, ſince ſome of them were taken, but the others my 
he taken in length of time, by long ſieges, both on accou 
of the ſtrength of their walls, and of the confidence the! 
habitants had in them thereby, he thought it reaſonable th; 
thoſe tribes that came along with them from beyond TJord; 
and had partaken of the dangers they had undergone, bein 
their own kindred, ſhould now be diſmiſſed and ſent home 
and ſhould have thanks for the pains they had taken togeth: 
with them. As alſo, he thought it reaſonable that the 
Mould ſend one man out of every tribe, and he ſuch as ha 
the tellimony of extraordinary virtue, who ſhould meaſur 
the land faithfully, and without any fallacy or deceit ſhoul 
inform them of its real magnitude. 

21. Now Jothua, when he had thus ſpoken to them, fount 
that the multitude approved of his propoſal, So he ſent met 
to meaſure their country, and ſent with-them ſome geometri 
cians, who could not eaſily fail of knowing the truth, on ac 
count of their {kill in that art. He alſo gave them a ; charg 
10 eſtimate the meaſure of that part of the land that was mol 
*ruitful, and what was not ſo gocd:; for ſuch is the natur 
of the land of Canaan, that one may ſee large plains, ant 
ſuch as are exceeding fit to produce fruit, which yet, if the 
were compared to other parts of the country, might be reck 
oned exceeding fruitful, yet if it be compared with the field 
about Jericho, and to thoſe that belong to Jeruſalem, will ap 
dear to be of no account at all. And although it fo falls out 
that theſe people have but a very little of this ſort of land 
and that it is, for the main, mountainous alfo, yet does i 
not come behind other ports, on account of its exceedin 
goodneſs and beauty; for which reaſon Joſhua thought thi 
land for the tribes ſhould be divided by eſtimation of it 


goodneſs, rather than the largeneſs of its meaſure, it oftet 
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Happening that one acre of ſome ſort of land was equivalent 


10 2 thouland other acres. Now the men that were ſent 


which were in number ten, travelled all about, and made a 
eſtimation of the land, and in the ſeventh month came tc 
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h the im to the city of Shiloh, where they had ſet up the taber- 
- King bacle. 

| ey 22, So Joſhua took both Eleazar, and the ſenate, and 
Ir owf:ith them the heads of the tribes, and diſtributed the land 


to the nine tribes, and to the half tribe of Manafleh, appoint- 
ng the dimenſions to be according to the largeneſs of each 
tibe. So when he had caſt lots, Judah had aſſigned him by 
lt the upper part of Judea, reaching as far as Jeruſalem, and 
its breadth extended to the lake of Sodom. Now in the lot 
of this tribe there were the cities of Aſcolon and Gaza. The 
Jot of Simeon, which was the ſecond, included that part of 
Widumea which bordered upon Egypt and Arabia. As to the 
home Benjamites, their lot fell lo, that its length reached from the 
vetheWriver Jordan to the fea, but in breadth it was bounded by Je- 
 theWruſalem:and Bethel; and this lot was the narroweſt of all, 
is haYWby reaſon of the goodneſs of the land, for it included Jericho, 
ealurM:nd the city of Jeruſalem. Ihe tribe of Ephraim had by lot 
houlMthe land that extended in length from the river Jordan to Ge- 
zer, but in breadth as far as from Bethel, till it end at the 
founYereat plain. The half tribe of Manaſſeh had the land from 
t mei ſordan to the city Dora, but its breadth was at Bethſhan, 
netrifi which is now called Scythopolzs, And after theſe was Ifla- 
»n ac char, which had its limits in length mount Carmel and the ri- 
harg ver, but its limit in breadth was mount Labor. The tribe 
s mol of Zebulon? 3 lot included the land which lay as far as the 
aturlake of /Geneſareth, and that which belonged to Carmel and 
„ an the is, The tribe of Aſer had that part which was called 
the the Valley, for ſuch it was, and all that part which lay over 
reckF againit Sidon. The city Arce belonged to their ſhare, which 
held is alſo named Actipus. The Naphthalites received the eaſt- 
ll ap era parts, as far as the city of Damaſcus and the upper Ga- 
s out lilee, unto mount Libanus, and the fountains of Jordan, 
land which ariſe out of that mountain ; that is, out of that part 
es i of it whoſe limits belong to the neighbouring city Arce. The 
din Danites lot included all that part of the valley which reſpects 
t thelll the ſun-ſetting, and were bounded by Azotus and Dora; as 
ff iii alſo they had all Jamnia and Gath, from Ekron to that moun- 
oftei tain where the tribe of Judah begins. 
alent 23. After this manner did Jothua divide the fix rations 
ſeni that bear the name of the ſons of Canaan, with their land, 
le a to be poſſeſſed by the nine tribes and an half; for Moſes had 
ie toll prevented him, and had already diſtributed the land of the A- 
hin morites, 
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worites, which itſelf was fo called alſo from one of the {4 
of Canaan, to the two tribes and an half, as we have ſhegxg 
already : But the parts about Sidon, as allo thoſe that belny 
ed to the Arkites, and-the Amathites, and the Aradiaqn 
were not yet regularly diſpoſed of. 

24. But now was Joſhua hindered by his age from ext 
cuting what he intended to do, (as did thoſe that ſucceed 
him in the government, take little care of what was for i! 
advantage of the public), ſo he gave it in charge to eve 
tribe, to leave no remainder of the race of the Canaanirtes | 
the land, that had been divided to them by lot: that Mot 
had aſſured them before hand, and they might reſt fully ſat 
fied about it, that their own {ecurity, and their obſervatig 
af their own laws, depended wholly upon it. Moreover, h 
enjoined them to give thirty-eight cities to the Levites, { 
they had already received ten in the country of the Amorites 
aad three of theſe he aſſig ned to thoſe that fed from the me 
ſlayers, who were to inhabit there; for he was very ſolicito 
that nothing ſhould be negleQcd which Moſes had ordaine 


Theſe cities were, of the tribe of Judah, Hebron, of that « 


Ephraim, Shedhem, and of-that of Naphtali, Cadeſh, whic 
is a place of the upper Galilee, He alſo diſtributed amon 


them the reſt of the prey not yet diſtributed, which was ver 


great, whereby they had an affluence of great riches, bot 
all in general, aud every one in particular; and this of ga] 


and of veſtments, and of other furniture, beſides a multitud 


of cattle, whoſe number could not be told. 


25. After this was over, he gathered the army togethe 


to a congregation ; and ſpake thus to thoſe tribes that h. 
their ſettlement in the land of the Amorites-beyand Jorda 
for o, o of them had armed themſelves, and had gone to t] 


10 


war along with them : © Since that God, who is the Fathe 


and Lord of the Hebrew nation, has now given us th 


I 
* 


land for a poſſeſſion, and promiſed to preſerve us in the 
« enjoyment of it as our own for ever; and ſince you have 


© with alacrity offered yourſelves to aſſiſt us when we wan 


&« ed that aſliffance on all occafions, according to his com 


© mand, it is but juſt, now all our diflicultics are over, 


© any future emergency, and pot tire you out ſo much no 
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thalll u: 
« you ſhould be permitted to enjoy reſt, and that we (hou! ep ug 


<« treſpaſs on your alacrity to help us no longer, that fo, if we 
©* ſhould again ſtand in need of it, we may readily have it o 


to part 
26. Now 
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er the ny 
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ws may make you {lower in aſſiſting us another time. We 
therefore return you our thanks for the dangers you have 
mdergone with us, and we do it not at this time only, 


dan; we thall always be thus diſpoſed ; and be ſo good as 

to remember our friends, and to preſerve in mind what 
mei lvantages we have had from them, and how you have 
ny ut off the enjoyments of your own happineſs for our ſakes, 
or End have laboured for what we have now, by the good w itl 
Vf God, obtained, and reſolved not to enjoy your own 
112 roſperity till you had afforded us that aſſiiſtance. How- 
od rer, you have, by joining your labour with ours, gotten 
1 great plenty of riches, and will carry home with you much 
I rey, with gold and filver, and, what is more than all 
er, ele, our good-will towards you, and a mind willingly 
8. | poſed to make a requital of your kindneſs to us in what 
rites ale ſoever you ſhall deſire it, for you have not omitted 
"Wy thing which Moſes before hand required of you, nor 
-* 00+ ve you deſpiſed him becauſe he was dead and gone from 
1" WFou, ſo that there is nothing to diminiſh that gratitude 
* hich we owe to you. We therefore diſmiſs you joyful to 
ni Four own inheritances ; and we intreat you to ſuppoſe, 
0 Shat there is no limit to be ſet to the intimate relation that 
* 5 between us; and that you will not imagine, that becauſe 


his river is interpoſed between us, that you are of a dif- 
5%"WFerent race from us, and not Hebrews, for we are all the 
Itud oltexity of Abraham, both we that inhabit here, and you 
hat inhabit there; and it is the ſame God that brought 
ur forefathers and yours into the world, whoſe worſhip 
nd form of government we are to take care of, which he 
las ordained, and are molt carefully to obſerve, becauſe, 
ile you continue in thoſe laws, God will alfo ſhew him» 
elf merciful and aſſiſt ing to you; but if you imitate the 
thi ther nations, and forſake thoſe laws, he will reject your 
chapation.“ When Joſhua had ſpoken thus, and faluted 
hav. all, both thoſe in authority one by one, and the-whole 
anllYliitude in common, he himſelf ſtayed where he was, but 
om people conducted thoſe tribes on their journey, and that 
Wal without tears in their eyes; and indeed they hardly knew 
oui to part one from the other. 
6. Now when the tribe of Reubel, and that of Gad, and 
many of the Maaaſhtes as followed them, were paſſed 
er the river, they built an altar on the banks of forden, as 


a monument 
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a monument to poſterity, and a fign of the relation to th 
tha: ſhould inhabit on the other fide. But when thoſe ont 
other ſide heard that thoſe who had been diſmiſſed had b. 
an altar, but did not hear with what intention they built 
but ſuppoſed it to be by way of innovation, and for the int 
duction of ſtrange gods, they did not incline to diſbelieve 
but thinking this defamatory report, as if it were built fur 
vine worſhip, was credible, they appeared in arms, as the 


HAP. I. 


an gone t 
the grace 
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jntroduce 
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they would avenge themſelves on thoſe that built the W #1! e 
and they were about to paſs over the river, and to puniſh lr Ts | 
tor their ſubverſion of the laws of their country, for they mind the | 
not think it fit to regard them on account of their kindredMl s, we g 
the dignity of thoſe that had given the occaſion, but to reg but Ae 
the will of God, and the manner wherein he defired to God ay” 6 
worſhipped, ſatheſe men put themſelves in array for war: | Ig. re 
Joſhua, and Eleazar the high prieſt, and the ſenate, reftrM ** 20 ws 
ed them; and perſuaded them firſt to make trial by we ne, g 4 
of their intention, and afterwards, if they found that i 2 1 
intention was evil, then only to proceed to make war uff Places 


them. Accordingly they ſent as ambaſſadors to them | ne * P 
neas, the ſon of Eleazar, and ten more perſons that wer brine | f 
eſteem among the Hebrews, to learn of them what was Sy I 
their mind, when, upon palling over the river, they | - = 5 
built an altar upon its banks. But as ſoon as theſe amba 9 
dors were paſſed over, and were come to them, and a cf gs 

gregation was aſſembled, Phineas ſtood up and ſaid, I * _ 
* the offence they had been guilty of was of too hainouM * 3 
** nature to be puniſhed by words alone, or by them on re NE 
be amended for the future; yet that they did not ſo 1d OD 85 
* at the heinouſneſs of their tranſgrefſion as to have recoil gras 
„to arms, and to a hattle for their puniſhment immediate 3458 
* but that, on account of their kindred, and the probabiſ *" My 
* there was that they might be reclaimed, they took this met E. by 
of ſending an ambaſſage to them, that when we have les | Ho 1 
* ed true reaſons by which you have been moved to bf 2 15 
„this altar, we may neither ſeem to have been too rab 25 1 
© aſſaulting you by our weapons of war, if it prove that] þ pere 
* made the altar for juſtifiable reaſons, and may then jul J ot 1 
t puniſh you if the accuſation prove true: for we can he N 
ly ſuppoſe that you, who have been acquainted with ” 7 ind 
„will of God, and have been hearers of thoſe laws ul <= then 


1 : ; * $2. * on acco 
he himſelf hath given us, now you are ſeparated fron e 


ment fot 
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an] gone to the patrimony of yours, which you, through 
01. grace of God, and that providence he exerciſes over 
bu. have obtained by lot, can forget him, and can leave 
chat ark, and that altar which is peculiar to us, and can 


ere . ; 

PE introduce ſtrange gods, and imitate the wicked practices 
neo the. Canaanites. Now this will appear to have been a 
„ball crime if you repent now, and proceed no farther in 


} 1. your madneſs, but pay a due reverence to, and keep in 
Vey mind the laws of your country; but if thou perſiſt in your 
\rca if bs, we will not grudge our pains to preſerve onr laws, 
regl but we will paſs over Jordan and deſend them, and defend 
e God allo, and ſhall eſteem of you as of men no way dit- 
r: WF ferivg from the Canaanites, but ſhall deſtroy you in the 
elite manner as we deſtroyed them; for do not you ima- 
wol eine, that becauſe you are got over the river that you are 
t 1M got out of the reach of God's power; you are every where 
r uin places that belong to him, and impoſſible it is to over- 
m irn his power, and the puniſhment he will bring on men 
were thereby: But if you think that your ſettlement here will 
was be any obſtruction to your converſion to what is good, no- 
ey | thing need hinder us from dividing the land anew, and 
mb leaving this old land to be for the feeding of ſheep ; but 
a Hou will do well to return to your duty, and to leave off 
. TE theſe new crimes : and we beſeech you by your children, 
ou and wives, not to force us to puniſh you, Take therefore 
on uch meaſures in this aſſembly, as ſuppoſing that your own 
ſ, 1 [#fety. and the ſafety of thoſe that are deareſt to you, is 
eco herein concerned, and believe that it is better for you to 
be conqured by words, than to continue in your purpoſe, 
and to experience deeds and war therefor.” 
27. When Phineas had diſcourſed t::us, the governors of 
te aſſembly, and the whole multitude, began to make an 
ology for themſelves, concerning what they were accuſed 
ra; and they ſaid, © That they neither would depart from the 
hat relation they bare to them, nor had they built the altar by 
n ju 'way of innovation : that they owned one and the ſame 
n hall common God with all the Hebrews, and that brazen altar 
ith MW shich was before the tabernacle, on which they would of- 
uh er their ſacrifices: that as to the altar they had raiſed, 
om on account of which they were thus ſuſpected, $t was not 
„built for worſhip, but that it might be a ſign and a monu— 
ment for our relation to you for ever, and neceſſary cau- 


g „tion 


- 
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© tion to us to act wiſely, and to continue in the laws of! 
% country, but not an handle for tranſgreſſing them, as 
e ſuſpect; and let God be our authentic witneſs, that 
* was the occaſion of our building this altar : Whence 
« beg you will have a better opinion of us, and do not 

* pute ſuch a thing to us as would render any. of the po 
„ rity of Abraham well worthy of predition, in caſe they 
© tempt to bring in new rites, and ſuch as are different fr 

"© our uſual practices.“ 

28, When they had made this anſwer, and Phineas 
commended them for it, he came to Joſhua, and explai 
before the people what anſwer they had received : now 
ſhua was glad that he was under no neceſſity of ſetting th 
in array, or of leading them to fhed blood, and make u 
gainſt men of their own kindred ; and accordingly he offe 
ſacrifices of thankſgiving to God for the {ame : So Joſhua aft 
that diſſolved this great aſſembly of the people, and ſent thi 
to their own inheritances. while he himſelf lived in Sheche 
But in the twentieth year after this, when he was very 
he ſent for thoſe of the greateſt dignity in the ſeveral citi 
with thoſe in authority, and the ſenate, and as many oft 
common people as could be preſent; and when they wt 
come, he put them in mind of all the benefits God had 
ſtowed on them, which could not but be a great many, fi 
from a low eltate they were advanced to ſo great a deg! 
of glory and plenty; and exhorted them to take notice oft 
intentions of God, which had been ſogracious towards the 
and told them, that the Deity would continue their fric 
by nothing elſe but their piety : and that it was proper | 
him, now he was about to depart out of this life, to lea 
ſuch an admonition to them, and he deſired that they wou 
Keep in memory this his exhortation to them. 

29. 59 Joſhua, when he had thus diſcourſed to the 
died, having lived an hundred and ten years; forty of whi 
be lived with Moſes, in order to learn What might be for! 
advantage afterwards. He allo became their commander 
ter his death for twenty-five years, He was a man th 
wanted not wiſdom, nor eloquence, to declare his intenti 
to the people, but very eminent on both accounts He u 
of great courage and magnanimity, in action and in dange 
and very ſagacious in procuring the peace of the people, 2 
of great virtue at all proper ſeaſons. He was buricd int 
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of eity Timnah, of the tribe of Ephraim. * About the ſame 


as me died Eleazar the high prieſt, leaving the high prieſthood 
at his ſun Phineas. His monument allo and ſepulchre are 
ce Wh the city Gabatha. 

Ot. 1 
> pol 
hey 
it fre 
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oo, after the death of Joſbua their commander, the Iſrae!- 
tes tranſgreſſed the laws of their country, and experienced 


as | Ml 
great affiictions ; and when there was a ſedition ariſen, the 


* tribe of Benjamin was deſiroyed, excepting unly fix hundred 
1 th men. 

og. * FTER the death of Joſhua and Eleazar, Phineas pro- 
ia af phecied, + that according to God's will they ſhould 
+ 1 Wonmit the government to the tribe of Judah, and that 
ches tribe ſhould deſtroy the race of the Canaanites, for 


ry © den the people were concerned to learn what was the will 
leich God. They alſo took to their aſſiſtance the tribe of Si- 
of Neon, but upon this condition, that when thoſe that had been 
„Vor. I. 5 3 tributary 
ad | 
y, fi 
deg! 
e of & 
3 the 

frie 
per | 
5 lea 
Won 


* Since not only Procopius and Suidas, but an earlier author, Moſes 
wrenenſis, p. 52, 53. and perhaps from his original author Mariba 
atina, one as old as Alexander the Great, ſets down the famous in- 
nption at Tangier concerning the old Canaanites driven out of Pale- 
ine by Joſhua, take it here in that author's own words: © We are 
thoſe exiles that were governors of the Canaanites, hut have been 
driven away by Joſhua the robber, and are come to inhabit here.” 
ee the note there. Nor is it unworthy of our notice what Moſes Cho. 
nenſis adds, p. 53. and this upon a diligent examination, vis. Thet 
one of thoſe eminent men among the Canaanites came at the ſame 
time into Armenia, and founded the Genthunian family or tribe ; 
and that this was confirmed by the manners of the ſame family or 
tribe, as being like thoſe of the Canaanites.” 

+ By prophecying, when ſpoken of an high prieſt, Joſephus both here 
nd frequently elſewhere, means no more than conſulting God by Urim, 
hich the reader is ſtill to bear in mind upon all occaſions. And if St. 
ohn, who was contemporary with Joſephus, and of the ſame country, 
ade uſe of his ſtyle, when he ſays, that Carphas being high prieſt that 
"ar, propheſied that Jeſus ſhould die for that nation, and not for that 
tion only, but that alſo he ſhould gather together in one the children of 
od that were ſcattered abroad, xi. 51, 5, he may poſſibly mean, that 
bis was revealed to the high prieſt by an extraordinary voice from be- 
reen the cherubims, when he had his breaſt-plate or Um and Thummim 
1, before or in the moſt holy place of the temple, which was no other 
lan the oracle of Urim and Thummfjn. Of which above in the pote os 
ntiq. B. III. ch. viii. 5 9. 
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tributary to the tribe of Judah ſhould be ſlain, they ſhould dy 
the like for the tribe of Simeon. 
2. But the affairs of the Canzanites were at this time in 
a flouriſhing condition, and they expected the Iſraelites with 
a great army at the city Bezek, having put the government 
into the hands of Adonibezek, which name denotes the Lore 
of Bezek, for Adoni in the Hebrew tongue is called Lord, 
Now they hoped to have been too hard for the Iſraelites, be. 
cauſe Joſhua was dead : But when the Iſraelites had joined 
battle with them, I mean the two tribes before-mentioned, 
they fought gloriouſly, and flew above ten thouſand of them, 
and put the reſt to flight; and in the purſuit they tcok Ado- 
nibezek, who, when his fingers and toes were cut off by them, 
Taid, © Nay indeed I was not always to lie concealed from 
God, as I find by what I now er dure, while 1 have not 
been aſhamed to do the ſame to“ ſeventy-two kings.“ 
So they carried him alive as far as Jeruſalem z and when he 
was dead, they buried him in the earth, and went on ſtill in 
taking 


* This great number of 72 Reguli, or ſmall Kings, over whom Ado- 
nibezek had tyrannized, and for which he gyas puniſhed. according to 
the lex talionis, as well as the 31 Kings of. Canaan ſubdued by Joſhua, 
and named in one chapter, Joſh. xii. and 32 kings, or royal auxiliaries, 
to Benhadad King of Syria, 1 Kings xx. 1. Antiq. B. VIII. ch. xiv. þ 1. 
intimate to us what was the ancient form of government among ſeveral 
nations before the monarchies hegan, viz. that every city or large town, 
with its neighbouring vikages, was a diſtin government by itſelf; which 
is the more remarkable, becauſe this was certainly the form of ec. 
aſtical government that was ſettled by the apoſtles, and prelerved 
throughout the chriſtian church in the firſt ages of chriſtianity. Mr. Ad- 
diton is of opinion, that“ it would eertainly be for the good of man- 
* Kind to have all the mighty empires and monarchies of the world 
* cantoned out into petty ſtates and, principalities, that, like ſo many 


* large families, might lie under the obſervation of their proper gover- 
nors, ſo that the care of the prince might extend itſelf to every indi- 


vidual perſon under his protection, tho? he deſpairs of ſuch a ſcheme 
being brought about, and thinks that if it were it would quickly be 
* deſtroyed.” Remarks on Italy, 4to. p. 151. Nor is it unfit to be 
obſerved here, that the Armenian records, though they give us the 
hiſtory of 39 of their ancienteſt heroes or governors after the flood, be- 
fore the days of Sardanapalis, had no proper King till the 40th Parzrus. 
See Moſes Chorenenſis, p. 55. And that Almighty God does not ap- 
prove of ſuch abſolute or tyrannical monarchies, any one may learn that 
reads Deut. xvii. 14,---20. and 1 Sam. viii. 1,---22. although if ſurh 
Kings are ſet up as own him for their ſupreme King, and aim to govern 
according to his laws, he hath admitted of them, and protected them, 
and their ſubjects in all generations. f 
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taking the cities; and when they had taken the greateſt part 
of them, they beſieged Jeruſalem: and when they had taken 
the lower city, which was not under a conliderable time, 
they flew all the inhabitants; but the upper city was not to 
he taken without great difficulty, through the ſtrength of its 
walls, and the aature of the place. 

3. For which reaſon they removed their camp to Hebron; 
and when they had taken it, they flew all the inhabitants. 
There were till then left the race of giants, who had bodies 
ſo large and countenances fo entirely different from other 
ned, men, that they were ſurpriſing to the ſight, and terrible to 
hem, I the hearing, The bones of thele men are (till (hewn to this 
A do- very day, unlike to any credible relations of other men. Now 
hem, they gave this city to the Levites as an extraordinary reward, 
fron with the ſuburbs of two thouſand cities; but the land there- 
: NOU to belonging :y gave as a free gift to Caleb; according to 
125." the injonctions of Moſes : This Caleb was one of the ſpies 
en he which Moſes ſent into the land of Canaan. They alſo gave 
111 1 land for habitation to the poſterity of Jethro, the Midianite, 
king who was the father-in-law to Moſes, for they had left their 
own country, and followed them, and accompanied them in 


ay the wilderneſs. | 1 
3 4. Now the tribes of Judah and Simeon took the cities 


aries MW which were in the mountainous part of Canaan, as alſo Af- 
„ J. kelon and Aſhdod, of thoſe that lay near the ſea; but Ga- 
vcrall za and Ekron eſcaped them, for they, lying in a flat country, Ws 


* and having a great number of chariots, they ſorely galled 
thoſe that attacked them: So theſe tribes, when they were 1 

er red grown very rich by this war, retired to their own cities, and 1 

„Ad- laid aſide their weapons of war. _ 
— 5. But the Benjamites, to whom belonged Jeruſalem, '* | 
muy permitted its inhabitants to pay tribute: So they all left off ad 
over- the one to kill, and the other to expoſe themſelves to danger, Ml 


indi- and had time to cultivate the ground. The reſt of the tribes: 7 
heme imitated that of Benjamin, and did the ſame ; and content- 
ing themſelves with the tributes that were paid them, per- 
- theſſl mitted the Canaantes to live in peace. 

I, be- 6. However, the tribe of Ephraim, when they beſieged. 
tue Bethel, made no advance, nor performed any thing worthy 


2 of the time they ſpent. and of the pains they took about that 4 
ſurb hege, yet did they perſiſt in it, {ill litting down before the 1 


dem city, though they endured great trouble thereby : But after | f 
hem, Y 2 fone: 1 j 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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ſome time, they caught one of the citizens that came to them 


to get neceſſaries, and they gave him ſome aſſurances, that if 
he would deliver up the city to them they would preſerve him 
and his Kindred; fo he ſware, that upon thoſe terms he would 


put the city into their hands. Accordingly he that thus be. 


trayed the city was preſerved, with his family; and the Ifta. 
elites flew all the inhabitants, and retained the city for them. 
ſelves. | 

7. After tbis, the Iſraelites grew effeminate as to fight. 
ing any more againſt their enemies, but applied themſelves to 
the cultivation of the land, which producing them great plen. 
ty and riches, they neglected the regular diſpoſition, of their 
ſettlement, and indulged themſelves in luxury and pleaſures; 
nor were they any longer careful to hear the laws that be. 
longed to their political government: Whereupon God was 
provoked to anger, and put them in mind, fir!j. how contrary 
to his directions they had ſpared the Canaanites, and, after 
that, how thoſe Canaanites, as opportunity ſerved, uſed them 
very barbarouſly. But the Iſraelites, though they were in 
heavineſs at theſe admonitions from God, yet were they (till 
very unwilling to go to war; and ſince they got large tributes 
from the Canaanites, and were indiſpoſed for taking pains by 
their luxury, they ſuffered their ariſtocracy to be corrupted 
alſo, and did not ordain themſelves a ſenate, nor any other 
ſuch magiſtrates as their laws had formerly required, but they 
were very much given to cultivating their fields, in order to 
get wealth ; which great indolence of theirs brought a terri- 
ble fedition upon them, and they proceeded ſo far as to fight 
one againſt another, from the following occaſion, 

8. There“ was a Levite, a man of a vulgar family, that 
belonged to the tribe of Ephraim, and dwelt therein; this 
man married a wife from Bethlehem, which is a place be- 
longing to the tribe of Judah. Now he was very fond of his 
wife, and overcome with her beauty; but he was unhappy in 
this, that he did not meet with the like return of affection 

from 


*Joſephus's early date of this hiſtory before the beginning of the 
udges, or when there was u King in It ac, Judges xix, 1, is ſtrong] 
confirmed by the large number of Benjamites both in the days of Ala 
and Jehoſhaphat, 2 Chron. xiv. 8. and xvi. 17. who yet were here re- 
duced to 6co men: Nor can thoſe numbers be at all ſuppoſed genuine, 
if they were reduced ſo late as the end of the Judges, where our other 
copies place this reduction. 
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them from her, for ſhe was averſe to him, which did more inflame 
nat if his paſſion for her, ſo that they quarrelled one with another 
him perpetually 3 and at laſt the woman was ſo diſguſted at theſe 
ound quarrels, that the left her Auſband, and went to her parents 
ben the fourth month. The huſband being very uneaſy at this 


Lira ber departure, and that out of his fondneſs for her, came to 
hem. his father and mother-in-law, and made up their quarrels, 
and was reconciled to her, and lived with them there four 
ght. days, as being kindly treated by her parents. On the fifth 
es to day he reſolved to go home, and went away in the evening: 
plen-WM for his wife's parents were loth to part with their daughter, 
their an! delayed the time till the day was gone. Now they had 
res; one ſervant that followed them, and an aſs on which the wo- 
be · man rode; and when they were near Jeg uſalem, having gone 
was already thirty furlongs, the ſervant adviſed them to take up 
rary their lodgings ſomewhere, leſt ſome misfortune ſhould: befal 
after them if they travelled in the night, eſpecially fince they were 
hem not far off enemies, that ſeaſon often giving reaſon for ſuſpi- 
e in cion of dangers from even ſuch as are friends; but the huſ- 
ſtill band was not pleaſed with this advice, nor was he willing to 
utes WF take up his lodging among ſtrangers, for the city belonged to 
s by W the Canaanites, but deſiced rather to go twenty furlongs far- 
pted i ther, and ſo to take their lodgings in ſome Iſraelite city. 
ther Accordingly he obtained his purpoſe, and came to Gibeah, 
hey : city of the tribe of Benjamin, when it was juſt dark; and 
r to while no one that lived in the market-place invited him to 


erri- lodge with him, there came an old man out of the field, one 


ght chat was indeed of the tribe of Ephraim, but reſided in Gi- 
beah, and met him, and aiked him, Who be was? and for. 


hat I what reaſon he came thither ſo late? and why he was look 


this WJ ing out for proviſions for ſupper when it was dark? To which 
be- he replied, That he was a Levite, and was bringing his wife 
his from her parents, and was going home, but he told him his 
/ 11 oY habitation was in the tribe of Ephraim: So the old man, as 
ion ¶ well becauſe of their kindred, as becauſe they lived in the 
om {ame tribe, and alſo becauſe they had thus accidentally met 

together, took him in to lodge with him, Now certain 
the young men, of the inhabitants of Gibeah, having ſcen the 
A W woman in:the' market-place, and admiring her beauty, when 
re- MW they underſtood that ſhe lodged with the old man, came to 
ine, W the doors, as contemning the weakneſs and fewneſs of the 


er old man's family; and when the old man deſired them to go 


wt 
; 
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away, and not to offer any violence or abuſe tuere, they ge. 
fired him to yield them up the ſtrange woman, and then he 
ſhould have no harm done to him: And when the old man 
alleged, that the Levite was of his kindred, and that they 
would be guilty of horrid wickedneſs if they ſuffered them 
ſelves to be overcome by their pleaſures, and fo offend againſt 
their laws, they deſpiſed his righteous admonition, and laugh. 
ed him to ſcorn, They allo threatened to kill him if he he. 
came an obſtacle to their inclinations z whereupon, when h 
found himſelf in great diſtreſs, and yet was not willing te 
overlook his gueſts, and ſee them abuſed, he produced hig 
own daughter to them; and told them, that it was a ſmaller 
breach of the law to ſatisfy their luſt upon her, than to abuſe 
his gueſts, ſuppoſing that he himſelf ſhould by this meang 
prevent any injury to be done to thole gueſts, When they 
no way abated of their earneſtneſs for the ſtrange woman, 
but infiſted abſolutely on their deſires to have her, he intreat- 
ed them not to perpetrate any ſuch a& of injuſtice ; but they 
proceeded to take her away by force, and indulging ſtill more 
the violence of their inclinations, they took the woman away 
to their houſe, and when they had ſatisfied their luſt upon 
her the whole night, they let her go about day-break. 80 
ſhe came to the place where ſhe had been entertained, under 


—_ 4 


great afflici ion at what had happened, and was very ſorrowful 


upon occaſion of what the had ſuffered, and durit not look 
her buſband in the face for ſhame, for ſhe concluded that he 
would never forgive her for what ſhe had done, ſo ſhe fell 
down, and gave up the ghoſt ; but her huſband ſuppoſed that 
his wife was only faſt aſleep, and thinking nothing of a more 
melancholy nature had happened, endeavoured to raiſe her 
up, reſolving to ſpeak comfortably to her, fince ſhe did not 
volunterily expoſe herſelf to theſe mens luſt, but was forced 
away to their houſe ; but as foon as he perceived ſhe was 
dead, he ated as prudently as the greatneſs of his misfor- 
tunes would admit, and laid his dead wife upon the beaſt, 
and carried her home; and cutting her limb by limb into 
twelve pieces, he ſent them to every tribe, and gave it in 
charge to thoſe that carried them, to inform the. tribes of 
thoſe that were the cauſes of his wife's death, and of the vi- 

olence they had offered to her. 
9. Upon this the people were greatly diſturbed at what 
they ſaw, and at what they heard, as never having had the 
experience 
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experience of ſuch a thing before, ſo they gathered them- 

elves to Shiloh, out of a-prodigious and a juſt anger, and 

Hembling in a great congregation before the tabernacle, 

hey immediately reſolved totake arms, and to treat the inha- 

ditants of Gibeah as enemies; but the ſenate reſtrained them 

from doing ſo, and perſuaded them, that they ought not ſo 

haflilyto make war upon people of the ſame nation with them, 

before they diſcourſed them by words concerning the accuſa- 

tion laid againſt them, it being part of their law. that they 

hould not bring an army againſt foreigners themſelves. when 

they appear to have been injurious, without fending an am- 
daſſage firſt, and trying thereby whether they will repent or 
got; and accordingly they exhorted them to do what they 
ought to do in obedience to their laws, that is, to ſend to the 
inhabitants of Gibeah, to know whether they would deliver 
up the offenders to them, and if they deliver them up, to reft 
atisfied with the puniſhment of thoſe offenders, but if they 
deſpiſed the meſſage that was ſent them, to punſſh them, by 
taking up arms againſt them. Accordingly they ſent to the 
inhabitans of Gibeah, and accuſed the young men of the 
crimes committed in the affair of the Levite's wife, and re- 
quired of them thoſe that had done what was contrary to the 
law, that they might be puniſhed, as having juſtly deſerved 
to die for what they had done ; but the inhabitants of Gibe- 
ah would not deliver up the young men, and thought it too 
reproachful to them, out of fear of war, to ſubmit to other 
mens demands upon them, vaunting themſelves to be no way 
inferior to any in war, neither in their number nor in cou- 
rage. The reſt of their tribe were alſo making great pre- 
paration for war, for they were ſo inſolently mad as allo to 
reſolve to repel force by force. 

10. When it was related to the Iſraelites what the inha- 
bitants of Gibeah had reſolved upon, they took their oath 
that no one of them would give his daughter in marriage to a 
Benjamite, but make war with greater fury againſt them than 
we have learned our forefathers made war againſt the Ca- 
naanites, and ſeat out preſently an army of four hundred 
thouſand againſt them, while the Benjamites army was twen- 
ty five thouſand and fix hundred; five hundred of which were 
excellent at ſlinging ſtones with their left hands, inſomuch, 
that when the battle was joined at Gibeah the Benjamites beat 
the Iſraclites, and of them there fell two thouſand men; and 

probably 


| 
| 
, 
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fight them, and lift up the ſignal they had agreed on 
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probably more had been deſtroyed had not the night come o 
and prevented it, and broken off the fight ; ſo the Benjamitg 
returned to the city with joy, and the Iſraelites returned t 
their camp in a great fright at what had happened. Os th 
next day, when they fought again, the Benjamites beat then 
and eighteen thouſand of the Iſraelites were ſlain, and th 
reſt deſerted their camp out of fear of a greater ſlaughter, 8 
they came to * Bethel, a city that was near their camp, an 
faſted on the next day; and beſought God by Phineas th 
high prieſt, that his wrath againk them might ceaſe, and tha 
he would be ſatisfied with theſe two defeats, and give the 
the victory and power over their enemies. Accordingly Gy 
promiſed them lo to do by the propheſying of Phineas. 

11. When therefore they had divided the army into tw 
parts, they laid the one half of them in ambuſh about the cit 
Gibeah by night, while the other half attacked the Benj; 
mites, who retiring upon the aflault, the Benjamites purſue 
them, while the Hebrews retired by flow degrees, as ver 
deſirous to draw them intirely from the city, and the othe 
followed them as they retired, till both the old meu and youn 
men that were left in the city, as too weak to fight, cam 
running out together with them, as willing to bring thei 
enemies under. However, when they were a great way fro 
the city the Hebrews ran away no longer, but turned backt 
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thoſe that lay in ambuſh, who roſe up, and with a great noi! 
fell upon the enemy. Now, as ſoon as ever they perceive 
themſelves to be deceived, they knew not what to do, an 
when they were driven into a certain hollow place which wa 
in a valley, they were ſhot at by thole that encompaſſed the 
till they were all deſtroyed, excepting fix hundred whicl 
formed themſelves into a cloſe body of men, and forced thei 
paſſage through the midſt of their enemies, and fled to th 
neighbouring mountains, and ſcizing upon them, remainec 
there; but the reſt of them, being about twenty-five thouſand 
were {lain. Then did the Iſraelites burn Gibeah, and ſle 

| th 


* Joſepeus ſeems here to have made a ſmall miſtake, when he too 
the Hebrew word Beth-El, which denotes the houſe of God, or the. Ti 
bernacle, Judg. xx. 18. for the proper name of a place, Bethel, it no wa 
appearing that the tabernacle was ever, at Bethel; only ſo far it is true 
that Shiloh, the place of the tabernacle in the days of the Judges, w. 
not far from Bethel. 
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be women, and the males that were under age; and did 
e ſame alſo to the other cites of the Benjamites. And in- 


me o 
amite 


ned t ed they were enraged to that degree, that they ſent twelve 
Ja thouſand men out of the army, and gave them orders to de- 
ry roy Jabeſh Gilead, becauſe it did no: join with them in fight- 
d t 


1g againſt the Benjamites. Accordingly thoſe that were ſent 


r. e the men of war, with their children and wives, except- 


P, «0c four hundred virgins, To ſuch a degree had they pro- 
as tnfWcded in their anger, becauſe they not only had the ſuffer- 
d thug of the Levite's wife to avenge, but the ſlaughter of their 
: thenWun ſoldiers. | 
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12. However, they afterward were ſorry for the calami- 
they had brought upon the Benjamites, and appointed a 
ift on that account, although they ſuppoſed thoſe men had 
uffered juſtly for their offence againſt the laws; ſo they recall- 
d by their ambaſſadors thoſe fix hundred which had eſcaped. 
heſe had ſeated themſelves on a certain rock called Rin- 
an, which was in the wilderneſs ; ſo the ambaſſadors la- 
rented not only the diſaſter that had befallen the Benjamites, 
ut themſelves alſo, by this deſtruction of their kindred, and 
erſuaded them to take it patiently, and to come and unite 
ith them, and not, ſo far as in them lay, to give their 
vffrage to the utter deſtruction of the tribe of Benjamin; and 
ad to them, © We give you leave to take the whole land of 
' Bevjamine to yourſelves, and as much prey as you are 
able to carry away with you.” So theſe men with forrow 
onfeſſed, that what had been done was according to the de- 


„ anWree of God, and had happened for their own wickedneſs, 
h wand aſſented to thoſe that invented them, and came down to 
= heir own tribe. The Iſraelites alſo gave them the four hun- 
w hicl 


Ired virgins of Jabeſh Gilead for wives; but as to tbe re- 
raining two hundred, they deliberated about it how they might 
ompaſs wives enough for them, and that they might have 
hildren by them: And whereas they had before the war be- 
zan taken an oath, that no one would give his daughter to 
ife to a Benjamite, ſome adviſed them to have no regard 
0 what they had ſworn, becauſe the oath had not been ta- 
en adviſedly and judiciouſly, but in a paſſion, and thought. 
e toohit they ſhould do nothing againſt God, if they were able ta 
24 ve a whole tribe which was in danger of periſhing, and that 
„ true} © Jury was then a ſad and dangerous thing, not when it is 
„ won: out of neceſſity, but when it is done with a wicked in- 
| tention, 
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tention. But when the ſenate were affrighted at the ve 
name of perjury, a certain perſon told them, that he coy 
ſhew them a way whereby they might procure the Benjamit 


gar. III. 
tes had a! 


nd were in 


wives enough and yet keep their oath, They aſked him wh _ 3 
his propoſal was? He ſaid, That © three times in a yes _w_ * 
„when we meet in Shiloh, our wives and our daughte bre 

vealed, and 


x accompany us, let then the Benjamites be allowed to ite 
- away, and marry ſuch women as they can catch, while 
will neither incite them, nor forbid them; and when the 


wn cities t 
tariots, an 


parents take it ill, and deſire us to inflict puniſhment up combine 
„them, we will tell them, that they were themlelves t Kron. wh 
* cauſe of what had happened, by negleQing to guard the ar of che 
* daughters, and that they ought not to be over angry 1 
"= the Benjamizes, ſince that anger was permitted to riſe t q the lea 
* high already.” So the Iſraelites were perſuaded to folly 12 
this advice; and decreed, that the Benjamites ſhould be a ed had * 
lowed thus to ſteal themſelves wives. So when the feu men! 
val was coming on, theſe two hundred Benjamites lay in an mich they 
buſh before the city, by two and three together, and waite 207% fat 
for the coming of the virgins, in the the vineyards and othe 1 
places, where they could he concealed. Accordingly t. en 
virgins came along playing, and ſuſpected nothing of wh: [the land 
was coming upon them, and walked after an unguarded ma EMS I 
ner, fo thoſe that lay ſcattered in the road roſe up, and caug | expedit! 
hold of them; by this means theſe Benjamites got thet the ſam 
wives, and fell to agriculture, and took good care to recove me with 
their former happy ſtate. And thus was this tribe of t Zo The 
Benjamites, after they had been in danger of entirely periiliMl.* pains, 
ing, ſaved in the manner fore-mentioned, by the wiſdom Pee 
the Iſraelites; and accordingly it preſently flouriſhed, a tip; for \ 
ſoon increaſed to be a multitude, and came to enjoy all oth their po 
degrees of happineſs. And ſuch was the concluſion of ther n ly 
war. o their ow 
ere com 

HA P. III. ory wit! 

How the Iſraelites, after this misfortune, grew wicked, an bey had « 
ſerved the Aſlyrians, and how God delivered them by Oh when 
nel, who ruled over them forty years. | per th 

* md when 


$1. Now it happened, that the tribe of Dan ſuffere here wer 

: in like manner with the tribe of Benjamin; a. | 

it came to do ſo on the occaſſon ſollowing; When the Iſt bey coule 
| clue 


lim, and 
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tes had already left off the exerciſe of their arms for war, 
nd were intent upon their huſbandry, the Canaanites deſpiſ- 

them, and brought together an army. not becauſe they 
pected to ſuffer by them, but becauſe they had a mind to 
ve a ſure proſpect of treating the Hebrews ill when they 
leaſed, and might thereby for the time to come dwell in their 
wn cities the more ſecurely: They prepared therefore their 
hariots, and gathered their ſoldiery together; their cites al- 
combined together, and drew over to them Aſkelon and 
Kron, which were within the tribe of Judah, and many 
ore of thoſe that lay in the plain. They alſo forced the 


I anites to fly into the mountainous country, and left them 
0 1 the leaſt portion of the plain country to ſet their foot 


. Since then theſe Danites were not able to fight them, 
ad had not land enough to ſuſtain them, they ſent five of 
heir men into the mid-land country to ſee for a land to 
nich they might remove their habitation : So theſe men 
ent as far as the neighbourhood of mount Libanes, and the 
wntains of the leſſer Jordan, at the great plain of Sidon, a 
ay's journey from the city; and when they had taken a view 

{the land, and found it to be good, and exceeding fruitful, 
hey acquainted their tribe with it, whereupon they made 
expedition with the army, and built there the city Dan, 
che ſame name with the ſon of Jacob, and of the ſame 
ime with their own tribe, 

2. The Iſraelites grew ſo indolent, and unready of tak- 
ig pains, that misfortunes came heavier upon them, which 
o proceeded in part form their contempt of the divine wor- 
lip; for when they had once fallen off from the regularity 
{their political government, they indulged themſelves far- 
ter in living according to their own pleafure, and according 
o their own will, till they were full of the evil doings that 
ere common among the Canaanites. God therefore was 
nzry with them, and they loſt that their happy ſtate, which 
hey had obtained by innumerable labours, by their luxury : 
br when Chuſhan, King of the Afſyrians, had made war 
wainſt them, they loſt many of their ſoldiers in the battle, 
nd when they were beſieged, they were taken by force ; nay 
here were ſome who, out of fear, voluntarily ſubmitted to 
tim, and thought the tribute laid upon them was more than 
bey could bear, yet did they pay it, and underwent all ſort of 
oppreſſion 


Fere 


; an 
Tir 


clue 
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oppreſſion for eight years; after which time they were fre 
from them in the following manner. 

3. There was one whoſe name was Othnrel, the ſon of K 
naz, of the tribe of Judah, an active man, and of pre 
courage, He had an admonition from God not to overla 
the Iſraelites in ſuch a diſtreſs as they were now in, but 
endeavour boldly to gain them their liberty : So when heh 
procured ſome to aſſiſt him in this dangerous undertakin 
(and few they were, who, either out of ſhame at their preſe 
circumſtances, or out of a defire of changing them, could | 
prevailed on to aſſiſt him), he firſt of all deſtroyed that ga 
riſon which Chuſhan had ſet over them; but when it was pe 
ceived that he had not failed in his firſt attempt, more of tl 
people came to his aſſiſtance; fo they joined battle with t 
Aſſyrians, and drove them intirely before them, and co: 
pelled them to paſs over Euphrates. Hereupon Othuii 
who had given ſuch proofs of his valour, received from t 
multitude authority to judge the people: And when he h 
ruled over them forty years, he died. 


CHAT. IV; 


How our people ſerved the Moabites erghteen years, and we 
then delivered from ſlavery by one Ehud, who retained ! 
dominion eighty years. : 


Ji. Wes Othniel was dead, the affairs of the Ifraelit 

fell again into diſorder; and while they neith 
paid to God the honour due to him, nor were obedient 
the laws, their afflictions increaſed, till Eglon, King oft 
Moabites, did ſo greatly deſpiſe them, on account of t 
diſorders of their political government, that he made v 


upon them and overcame them in ſeveral battles, and ma 


the moſt courageous to ſubmit, and entirely ſubdued their 
my, and ordered them to pay. him tribute And when 
had built him a royal palace at “ Jericho, he omitted no n 


the 


* It appears by the ſacred hiſtory, Judg. i. 16. iii. 13. that Eglo 
pavilien or palace was at the city cf Palm-trees, as the place where 
richo had ſtood is called after its deſtruction by Joſhua, that 1s, at or ne 
the demoliſhed city. Accordingly Joſephus ſays it was at Jericho, 
rather in that fine country of palm-trees, upon or near to the fame |; 
of ground on which Jericho had formerly ſtood, and on which it was 
built by Heil, 1 Kings xvi. 34. Our other copies, that avoid its prop 
name Jericho, and call it the city of Palm-trees only, ſpeaks here x 
accurately than Jotephus. 
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fre mod whereby he might diſtreſs them; and indeed he reduced 

them to poverty for eighteen years. But when God had once 
f Karen pity of the Iſraelites, on account of their afflictions, 
greg nd was moved to compaſſion by their ſupplications put up 
erlosltc him, he freed them from the hard uſage they had met 
ut With under the Moabites, This liberty he procured for 
ie hYlthem in the following manner, 

2. There was a young man of the tribe of Benjamin, 
whoſe name was Ehud, the ſon of Gera, a man of very great 
courage in bold undertakings, and of a very ſtrong body, fit 
t oor hard labour, but beſt {killed in uſing his left hand, in 
Wn hich was his whole {trength 3 and he alſo dwelt at Jericho. 
ow this man became familiar with Eglon, and that by 


th scans of preſents. with which he obtained his favour, and 

| coliofinuated himſelf into his good opinion, whereby he was al- 

tho, beloved of thoſe that were about the King. Now, when 

ws h vn a time, he was bringing preſents to the King, and had 
e 


wo ſervants with him, he put a dagger on his right thigh ſe- 
cretly, and went in to him: It was then ſummer-time, and 
the middle of the day, when the guards were not ſtrictly on 
their watch, both becauſe of the heat, and becauſe they were 
zone to dinner. So the young man, when he had offered 
his preſents to the King, who then reſided in a ſmall parlour 
that ſtood conveniently to avoid the heat, he fell into diſcourſe 
with him, for they were now alone, the King having bid his 


4 We 
ved | 


aelit ſervants that attended him to go their ways, becauſe he had 
neith mind to talk with Ehud. He was now fitting ou his 
"— hrone; and fear ſeized upon Ehud leſt he ſhould miſs his 
0 


troke, and not give him a deadly wound, ſo he raiſed him- 


of Mei up, and ſaid, he had a dream to impart to him by the 


de uſtommand of God; upon which the King leaped out of his 
d ma: cone for joy of the dream, fo Ehud'ſmote him to the heart, 
* Mind leaving his dagger in his body, he went out and ſhut the 


oor after him. Now the King's ſervants were very till as 


no "Moppoſing that the King had compoſed himſelf to ſleep. 


thi 3. Hereupon Ehud informed the people of Jericho pri- 
Egloately of what he had done, and exhorted them to recover 
2 heir liberty 3 who heard him gladly, and went to their arms 
-icho, Ind ſent meſſengers over the country, that ſhould ſound trum- 
ame (pets of rams horns, for it was our cuſtom to call the people 


Tt was 
8 Pro 
ETE 6 


ogether by them. Now the attendants of Eglon were igno- 
tant of what misfortune had befallen him for a great while; 
Vol. I. 2 but 


Cuap. V. 
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but towards the evening, fearing ſome uncommon accident ha, 22 
f thouſand 
happened, they entered into his parlour, and when they foun ny: and 
him dead, they were in great diſorder, and knew not what 5 forel 
to do: And before the guards could be got together. thy A a Fl 
multitude of the Iſraelites came upon them, ſo that ſome o 2. 80 
them were ſlain immediately, and ſome were put to flight ty years. 


and ran away toward the country of Moab, in order to far their mis 
themſelves. Their number was above ten thouſand. The EM tt 
Tiraelites ſeized upon the ford of Jordan, and purſued them. 


and flew them, and many of them they killed at the ford er 3 
nor did one of them eſcape out of their hands; and by thi i lows 
means it was that the Hebrews freed themſelves from ſlave mem (0 
ry under the Moabites. Ehud alſo was on this account dig 10 = t 
nified with the government over all the multitude, and die 4 8 
after he had held the government “ eighty years. He vs Lad t 
a man worthy of commendation, even beſides what he deſery * that 
ed for the fore- mentioned act of his. After him Shamgar een 
the ſon of Anath, was eleQed for their governor, but die 3. 80 
in the firſt year of his government, 1 
God had 

. them vid 


How the Canaanites brought the Iſraelites under ſlavery foi the gene: 
twenty years ; after which they were delivered by Dara he had ir 


and Deborah, who ruled over them for forty years. „Barak, 
| i b « hath g 
. * "I * 
; $ I. A Nb now it was that the Iſraelites, taking no warn“ reject i 


ing by their former misfortunes to amend theined their 

manners, and neither worſhipping God, nor ſubmitting taFflmand, Si 
| the laws, were brought under ſlavery by Jabin the King ofthe enem 
the Canaanites, and that before they had a ſhort breathing were ſo a 
time after the ſlavery under the Moabites; for this Jabinthey wer 
came out of Hazor, a city that was fituate over the lake them, an 
Semechonitis, and had in pay three hundred thouſand foot? tor that t 
men altitance 

4. 50 


* Theſe 80 years for the government of Ehud are neceſſary to Joſe cloſe figb 

phus's uſual large numbers, between the Exodus and the building offi; yaſ} qu 
: the temple, of 592 or 612 years, but not to the ſmalleſt number 0 Ivy 
480 years, 1 Kings vi. 1. which lefler number Joſephus ſeems ſome 
times to have followed. And ſince in the beginning of the next chap heir arr 
ter it is ſaid by Joſephus, that here was hardly a breathing time for ch would th 
Iſraelites before Jaban came and enſla ved them, it is highly probableWMof their ſ. 
that ſome of the copies in his time had here only 8 years inſtead of 80 
as had that of Teophilus of Antioch, Ad Autolye, L. III. and this mo 
probably from his copy of Joſephus. 
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men, and ten thouſand horſemen, with no fewer than three 
thouſand chariots. Siſera was the commander of all his ar- 
my, and was the principal perſon in the king's favour, He 
ſo ſorely beat the Iſraelites when they fought with him, that 
he ordered them to pay tribute, 

2. So they continued to undergo that hardſhip for twen- 
ty years. as not good enough of themſelves to grow wiſe by 
their misfortunes. God was willing alſo hereby the more to 
ſubdue their obſtinacy and ingratitude towards himſelf : 50 
when at length they were become penitent, and were fo wile 
25 to learn that their calamities aroſe from their contempt of 
the laws, they beſought Deborah, a certain propheteſs amang 
them, (which name in the Hebrew tongue, figaifies a bee), 
to pray to God to take pity on them, and not to overlook 
them, now they were ruined by the Canaanites. So God 
granted them deliverance, and choſe them a general, Barak, 
one that was of the tribe of Naphtali, (now Barak in the 
Hebrew tongue ſignifies /ghtning) 

3. So Deborah ſent for Barak, and bid him chooſe him out 
ten thouſand young men to go againſt the enemy, becauſe 
God had ſaid that that number was ſufficient, and promiſed 
them victory. But when Barak ſaid, that he would not be 
the general unleſs ſhe would alſo go as a general with him, 
ſhe had indignation at what he ſaid, and replied, ©* Thou, O 
Barak, delivereſt up meanly that authority which God 
* hath given thee, into the hand of a woman, and I do not 
reject it.“ So they collected ten thouſand men, and pitch- 
ed their camp at mount Tabor, where, at the King's com- 
mand, Siſera met them, and pitched his camp not far from 
the enemy; whereupon the Iſraelites, and Barak himſelf, 
were ſo affrighted at the multitude of thoſe enemies, that 
they were reſolved to march off, had not Deborah retained 
them, and commanded them to fight the encmy that very day, 
tor that they ſhould conquer them, and God would be their 
alſiſtance. | 

4. So the battle began; and when they were come to a 
cloſe fight, their came down from heaven a great ſtorm, with 
a vaſt quantity of rain and hail, and the wind blew the rain 
in the face of the Canaanites, and ſo darkened their eyes, 
their arrows and ſlings were of no advantage to them; nor 
would the coldneſs of the air permit the ſoldiers to make uſe 
of their ſwords, while this ſtorm did not ſo much incommode 
2 2 the 
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the Iſraelites, becauſe it came in their backs. They al 
took ſuch courage, upon the apprehenſion that God was afli{ 
ing them, that they fell upon the very midft of their enemies 
and flew a great number of them, ſo that ſome of them fel 
by the Iſraelites. ſome fell by their own horſes, which were 
put into diforder, and not a few were killed by their own cha 
riots, At laſt Siſcra, as ſoon as he ſaw himſelf beaten, fle: 
away, and came to a woman whole name was Yael, a Ke 
dite, who received him, when he defired to be concealed; 
and when he aſked for ſomewhat to drink, ſhe gave hirn four 
milk, of which he drank fo unm eaſurably, that he fell aſleep; 
but when he was afleep, Jael took an iron nail and drove 1 
through his temples with an hammer into the floor: and 
when Barak came a little afterward, ſhe ſhewed Siſera nail 
ed to the ground. And thus was this victory gained by 

woman, as Deborah had foretold. Barak alſo fought with 
Jabin at Hazor; and when he met with him he flew him: 
and when the general was fallen, Barak overthrew the city to 
the foundation, and was the commander of the Iſraelites for 


ſorty yeurs. 


CHAP. VI. 


" How the Aidianites and other nations fought again}? the 1/ra- 


elites, and beat them, and afflifted their country for ſeven 
years, Hou they were delivered by Gideon, who ruled over 
the multitude for ſeven years. 


y 1. Now when Barak and Deborah were dead; whoſe 

geaths happened about the ſame time, afterwards 
the Nidianites called the Amalekites and Arabians to their 
aſſiſtance, and made war againſt the Iſraelites, and were too 
hard for thoſe that fought againſt them; and when they had 
burnt the fruits of the earth, they carried of the prey. Now 
when they had done this for three years, the multitude of 
the Iſraelites retired to the mountains, and forſook the plain 
country. They alſo made themſelves hollows under ground, 
and caverns, and preſerved therein whatſoever had eſcaped 
their enemies ; for the Midianites made expeditions in har- 
velt time, but permitted them to plough the land in winter, 
that ſo when the others had taken the pains, they might have 
fruits for them to carry away, Indeed there enſued a — 

| | an 
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alf 
a {if 


ind a ſcarcity of food, upon which they betook themſelves to 
their ſupplications to God, and beſought him to ſave them. 


mies 2. Gideon allo, the fon 'of Joaſh, one of the principal per- 

fell bas of the tribe of Manaſſeh, brought his ſheaves of corn 
were privately, and threſhed them at the wine— preſs, for he was 
1 cha wo fearful of their enemies to threſh them openly in the threſh- 
„ fled ing-floor. At this time ſomewhat appeared to him in the 
Ke) ſhape of a young man, and told him, That he was an hap- 
aled “ py man, and beloved of God.” To which he immedi— 
1 fourFWately replied, A mighty indication of God's favour to me, 
leep that I am fortcd to uſe this wine- preſs inſtead of a threſn- 
ove hl © ing-tloor !?” Bat the appearance exhorted him to be of 
andi good courage, and to make an attempt for the recovery of 
nail their liberty. He anſwered, That © it was impoſſible for 
by a him to recover it, becauſe the tribe to which he belonged 
with © was by no means numerous, and becauſe he was but young 
him: * himſelf, and too inconfiderable to think of ſuch great ac- 
ty to © tions.” But the other promiſed him, that God would 
es for ſupply what he was defective ia, and would afford the lira« 


elites victory under his conduQ. 

3. Now therefore as Gideon was relating this to ſome 
young men, they believed him; and immediately there was an 
army of ten thouſand men got ready for fighting. But God 
ho. ſtood by Gideon in his f1-ep, and toid him, That“ mankind 

* were tog fond of themſelves, and were enemies to ſuch as 

L excelled 1 in virtue, now that they might not pals God 

* over, but aſcribe the victory to him, and might not fancy 
« it obtained | by their own power, becauſe they were a great 
hole army, and able of themſelves to fight their enemies, but 
might confels that it was owing to his aſſiſtance, he ad- 
their © viſed him to bring his army about noon, in the violence of 
the heat, to the river, and to eſteem thoſe that bent down 
had“ on their knees, aud fo drank, to be men of courage, but 
Now Wl © for all thoſe that drank tumultuoſly, that he ſhould eſteem 
> of. them to do it out of fear, and as in dread of their enc- 
lain © mies.“ And when Gideon had done as God had ſuggeſt- 
_ 1 to him, there were found three hundred men that took 
water with their hands tumultuouſly, fo God bid him take 
har. theſe men and attack the enemy, Accordingly they pitch- 
iter, Ded their camp at the river Jordan, as ready the next day to 
1ave MW pals over it. 


ine, 2 3 4. But 
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But Gideon was in great fear, ſor God had told him 
2 hand, that he ſliould ſet upon his enemies in the night. 
time: But God being willing to free him from his fear, bid 
him take one of his ſoldiers, and go near to the Midianites 
tents. for that he ſhould from that very place have his cou. 
rage raiſed, aud grow bold. So he obeyed, and went and 
took his ſervant Phurah with him; and as he came near to 
one of the tents he diſcovered that thoſe that were in it were 
awake, and that one of them was telling to his fellow. ſoldier 
a dream of his own, and that ſo plainly that Gideon could 
hear him. The dream was this: He thought he ſaw a bar. 
ley cake, ſuch an one as could hardly bewwaten by men it 
was ſo vile, rolling through the camp, and overtbrowing the 
royal tent, and the tents of all the ſoldiers. Now the other 
ſoldier explained this viſion to mean the deſtruction of the ar. 
my, and told them what his reaſon was which made him ſo 
to conjecture, vi. that the ſeed called barley was all of it 
allowed to be of the vileſt ſort of ſeed, and that the Iſraelites 
were known to be the vileſt of all the people of Alia, agree- 
ably to the ſeed of barely, and that what ſeemed to look big 
among the Iſraelites was this Gideon and the army that was 
with him: and fince thou ſayeſt thou dideſt ſee the cake over- 
turning our tents, I am afraid leſt God hath granted the 
victory over us to Gideon. 

5. When Gideon had heard this dream, good hope and 
courage came upon him; and he commanded his ſoldiers to 
arm themſelves, and told them of this viſion of their enemies. 
They alſo took courage at what was told them, and were 
ready to perform what he ſhould enjoin them: So Gideon 
divided his army into three parts, and brought it out about 
the fourth watch of the night, each part containing an hun- 
dred men: they all bare empty pitchers, and lighted lamps 
in their hands, that their onſet might not be diſcovered by 
their enemies. They had alfa each of them a ram's horn in 
his right hand, which he uſed inſtead of a trumpet. The 
enemies camp took up a large ſpace of ground ; for it happen- 
ed they had a great many camels : and as they were divid- 
ed into different nations, fo they were all contained in one 
circle. Now when the Hebrews did as they were ordered 


Book V. 


before hand, upon their approach to their enemies, and on 
the ſignal given, ſounded with their rams horns, and brake 
their pitckers, and ſet upon their enemies with their lamps, 

and 
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him ad a great ſhout, and cried, © Victory to Gideon, by God's 
light. aſſiſtance,“ a diſorder and a fright ſeized on the other 
r, bid Mnen while they were half aſleep, for it was night-time, as 
initesMGcd would have it; fo that a few of them were ſlain by their 
cou-· Nnemies, but the greateſt part by their own ſoldiers, on ac- 
t andMcount of the diverſity of their language, and when they were 
ar tofMonce put into diſorder, they killed all that they met with, as 
wereWtihinking them to be enemies alſo. Thus there were a great 
p)dicrllkughter made. And as the report of Gideon's victory came 
could to the Iſraelites, they took their weapons and purſued their 
2 bar. Nene mies, and overtook them in a certain valley, encompaſſed 
en it With torrents, a place which theſe could not get over; fo 
g theWtley encompaſſed them, and ſlew them all, with their kings, 
otherMOreb and Zeeb. But the remaining captains led thoſe ſol- 
ne ar- Niers that were left, which were about eighteen thouſand, 
im ſoFſ}nd pitched their camp a great way off the Iſraelites. How- 
of itherer, Gideon did not grudge his pains, but purſued them 
elites ith all his army, and joined battle with them, cut off the 
gree-Wvrhole enemies army, and took the other leaders, Zebah and 
Kk big glalmuna, and made them captives. Now there were ſlain 
t was Dia this battle of the Midiannes, and of their auxiliaries the « 
over-MArabians, about an hundred and twenty thouſand, and the 
d theEHebrews took a great prey, gold and ſilver, gnd garments, 
ind camels, and aſſes. And when Gideon was come to 
> andMhis own country of Ophrah, he flew the kings of the Midi- 
ers toflinites. 
mics. 6. However the tribe of Ephraim was ſo diſpleaſed at 
werethe good ſucceſs of Gideon, that they reſolved to make war 
ideon Wigainſt him, accuſing him becauſe he did not tell them of his 
about expedition againſt their enemies. But Gideon, as 2 man of 
hun-Wicwper, and that excelled in every virtue, pleaded, That “ it 
lamps was not the reſult of his own authority or reaſoning, that 119 
d by made him attack the enemy without them, but that it 14 
rn in was the command of God, and ſtill the victory belonged | 
The to them as well as thoſe in the army.“ And by this me- 
ppen- Ithod of cooling their paſhons, he brought more advantage ta 
livid-Mthe Hebrews than by the ſucceſs he had againſt theſe enemies, 
one ſor he thereby delivered them from a ſedition which was 
lered Yarifing among them; yet did this tribe afterwards ſuffer the 
d on puniſhment of this their injurious treatment of Gideon, of mM. 
brake which we will give an account in due time. 
imps, | | 7. How- KY 
and \ 
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7. Hereupon Gideon would have laid down the govern the olive 
ment, but was over-perſuaded to take it, which he enjoye (ces hac 
forty years, and diſtributed juſtice to them as the peop| good for 
came to him in their differences; and what he determined be ze: 
was eſteemed valid by all. And when he died he wa gt down 


buried in his own country of Ophrah. (it to def 
i deſtroy | 
CHA P. VII. no laugl 
That the Judges who ſucceeded Gideon made war with the al many b! 
Joining nations for a long time. when 4 

ing his 
F. Now Gideon had ſeventy ſons that were legitimate birnſelf. 


for he had many wives, but he had alſo on 


; lived privs 
that was ſpurious by his concubine Drumah, whoſe name 


Abime 


was Abimelech, who, after his father's death, retired to She FW 
chem to his mother's relations, for they were of that place Wo had r 
And when he had got money of ſuch of them as were emi Gideon, d 


nent for many inſtances of injuſtice, he came with them tc 
his father's houſe, and ſlew all his brethren, except Jotham 
for he had the good fortune to eſcape and be preſerved ; bu 
Abimelech made the government tyrannical, and conſtituted 
himſelf a lord, to do what he pleaſed, inſtead of obeying the 
laws, and he ated molt rigidly againſt thoſe that were the 
patrons of juſtice, 

2, Now, when on a certain time, there was a public fel 
tival at Shechem, and all the multitude was there gather: 
together, Jotham his brother, whoſe eſcape we before related 
went up to mount Gerizzim, which hangs over the city She 
chem, and cried out ſo as to be heard by the multitude, whe 
were attentive to him. He deſired they would conſider what 
he was going to ſay to them: So when filence was made, he 
ſaid, That when the trees had a human voice, and there 
© was an aſſembly of them gathered together, they deſired 
that the fig-tree would rule over them; but when that tree 
refuſed fo to do, becauſe it was contented to enjoy that ho 
* nour which belonged peculiarly to the fruit it bare, aue 
© not that which ſhould be derived to it from abroad, the 
* trees did not leave off their intentions to have a ruler, | 
© they thought proper to make the offer of that honour tc 
the vine: But when the vine was choſen, it made uſe ct 
© the ſame wards which the fig-tree had uſed before, an 
© exculed itſelf from accepting the government: and when 

7 the 
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the olive-tree had done the ſame, the brier, whom the 
trees had deſired to take the kingdom, (it is a fort of wood 
good for firing), it promiſed to take the government, and 
to be zealous in the exercife of it, but that then they muſt. 
fit down under its ſhadow, and if they ſhould plot againſt 
git to defiroy it, the principal of fire that was in it ſhould 
i deſtroy them, He told them that what he had ſaid was 
no laughing matter: for that when they had experienced 
many bleſſings from Gideon, they overlooked Abimelech, 
when he over ruled all, and had joined with them in flay- 
ing his brethren : and that he was no better than a fire 
himſelf.“ So when he had ſaid this, he went away, and 
ved privately in the mountains for three years, out of fear 
{ Abimelech. | 8 | 

3. A little while after this feſtival, the Shechemites, 
ho had now repented themſelves of having flain the ſons of 
Gideon, drove Abimelech away, both from their city and, 
heir tribe; whereupon he contrived how he might diſtreſs 
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thanWjcir city. Now at the ſeaſon of vintage, the people were 
| 3 buWfraid to go out and gather their fruits, for fear Abimelech 
ituteqnould do them ſome miſchief. Now it happened that there 
og the:d come to them a man of authority, one Gaal, that ſo- 


e thfourned with them, having his armed men, and his kinſmen 
fith him, ſo the Shechemites deſired that he would allow 
hem a guard during their vintage, whereupon he accepted 
f their delires, and ſo the people went out, and Gaal with 
nem at the head of his ſoldiery: So they gathered their 
ruit with ſafety ; and when they were at ſupper in ſeveral 
omnMies, they then ventured tocurfe Abimelech openly, and 
hegmagiſtrates laid ambuſhes in places about the city, and 
2ught many of Abimelech's followers, and deſtroyed them. 

4. Now there was one Zebul. a magiſtrate of the She- 
Lemites, that had entertained Abimelech. He ſent meflen- 
ers, and informed him how much Gaal had irritated the 
xeople againſt him, and excited him to lay ambuſhes before 
he city, for that he would perſuade Gaal to go out againſt 
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1, theſhim, which would leave it in his power to be revenged on 
| Gy . . - 

er, 1 im, and when that was once done, he would bring him to 
75 tate reconciled to the city. So Abimelech laid ambuſh es, and 
Ile Cl 


buſelf lay with them. Now Gaal abode in the ſuburbs, tak- 
Ing little care of himſelf; and Zebul was with him. Now as 
Gaal ſaw the armed men coming on, he ſaid to ang 

ome 
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ſome armed men were coming: but the other replied, th 
were only ſhadows of huge ſtones ; and when they were co openly : 
nearer, Gaal perceived what was the reality, and ſaid, the peared tc 
were not ſhadows, but men lying in ambuſh, Then ſaid Z he deſtru© 
bul, didſt not thou reproach Abimelech for cowardice ? w ad took tl 
doſt thou not then ſhe how very couragious thou art thyſ “e there 
and go and fight him? So Gaal, being in diſorder, join P tier 
battle with Abimelech, and ſome of his men fell; het 909 
upon he fled into the city, and took his men with him. Bon bis h 
Zebul managed his matters ſo in the city, that he procure red his ar 
them to expel Gal out of the city, and this by accuſing hit ought to 
of cowardice in this action with the ſoldiers of Abimelec id to do. 
But Abimelech, when he had learned that the Shechemite he wicked 
were again coming out to gather their grapes, placed ambuſſi. inſolent 
es before the city, and when they were coming out, the thir bat happe 
part of his army took poſſeſſion of the gates to hinder the c ction of 
tizens from returning in again, while the reſt purſued tho telech, uf 
that were ſcattered abroad, and ſo there was ſlaughter even n 
where; and when he had overthrown the city to the ver 6. Now 
foundations, for it was not able to bear a fiege, and had ſoy lanaſſeh, 
its ruins with ſalt, he proceeded on with his army, till all th ther reſpe 
Shechemites were flain. As for thoſe that were ſcattere('* $929 © 
about the country, and ſo eſcaped the danger, they were ga kilful in 
thered together unto a certain ſtrong rock, and ſettled them ernment 
ſelves upon it, and prepared to build a wall about it; ant 
when Abimelech knew their intentions, he prevented them Camon, 
and came upon them with his forces, and laying fagots of di 7 And 
wood round the place, he himſelf bringing ſome of them, an certain! 
by his example encouraging the ſoldiers to do the ſame® Ant od, and 
when the rock was encompaſſed round about with theſe f. ad them 
gots, they ſet them on fire, and threw in whatſoever by na feat arm 
ture caught fire the moit eafily; ſo a mighty flame was rail} inſolent 
ed, and no body could-fly away from the rock, but every ma ut the E 
perilhed, with their wives and children, in all about fifteen29 unde: 
hundred men, and the reſt were a great number alſo. And ad broug 
ſuch was the calamity which fell upon the Shechemites ; ann rs Abe 
mens grief on their account had been greater than it was 7 his any 
had they not brought ſo much miſchief on a perſon who had them, 
ſo well deſerved of them, and had they not themſelves 
eſteemed this as a puniſhment for the ſame. * Our p 
5. Now Abimelech, when he had affrighted the IſraeliteF'vgh 455 
ears to his 


with the miſeries he had brought upon the Shechemites, ſeem 
7 hentators « 


eg 23 year 
ten here 


00K 


J, the 
e co 
1, the 
aid Z 
? WI 
hyſel 
joine 
Where 


Har. VIE. THAT CES. 275 


| openly to affect greater authority than he now had, and 
opeared to ſet no bounds to his violence, unleſs it were with 
he deſtruction of all. Accordingly he marched to Thebes, 
ad took the city on the ſudden ; and there being a great 
wer therein, whereunto the whole multitude fled. he made 
reparation to beſiege it Now as he was ruſhing with vio- 
ence near the gates, a woman threw a piece of a mill-ſtone 
pon his head, upon which Abimelech fell down; and de- 


ll red his armour-bearer to kill him, leaſt his death ſhould be 
ng hit bought to be the work of a woman, who did what he was 
ielec to do. So he underwent this death as a puniſhment for 


he wickednels he had perpetrated againſt his brethren, and 
s 1nſolent barbarity to the Shechemites. Now the calamity 
hat happened to thoſe Shechemites was according to the pre- 
ion of Jotham. However, the army that was with Abi- 
nelech, upon his fall, was ſcattered abroad, and went to 
ieir own homes. 

6. Now it was that * Jair the Gileadite, of the tribe of 
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1 o lanaſſch, took the government. He was a man happy in 
all ther reſpects alſo, but particularly in his children, who were 
tere good character. They were thirty in number, and very 


Lilful in riding on horſes. and were intruſted with the go- 
ernment of the cities of Gilead. He kept the government 
wenty-two years and died an old man; and he was buried 
Camon, a city of Gilead. 
7. And now all the affairs of the Hebrews were managed 
certainly, and tended to diſorder, and to the contempt of 
zod, and of the laws. So the Amonites and Philiſtines 
id them in contempt, and laid waſte the country with a 
reat army; and when they had taken all Perea, they were 
o inſolent as to attempt to gain the poſſeſſion of all the reft : 
but the Hebrews, being now amended by the calamitzes they 
ad undergone, betook themſelves to ſupplications to God; 
nd brought ſacrifices to him, beſeeching him not to be too 
vere upon them, but to be moved by their prayers to leave 
ff his anger againſt them. So God became more merciful 
o them, and was ready to aſſiſt them, 

5 8, When 


Our preſent copies of Joſephus all omit Tola among the Judge“ 
tough the other copies have him next after Abimelech, and allot 23 
cars to his adminiſtration, Judges x. 1, 2. yet do all Joſephus's com” 
nentators conclude, that in Joſephus's ſum of the years of the Judge“ 


's 23 years are included; hence we are to confeſs, that ſomewhat has 
ten here loſt out of his copies. f 
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8. When the Ammonites had made an expedition int 
the land of Gilead, the inhabitants of the country met thet 
at a certain mountain, but wanted a commander. Now the 
was one whole name was Jephtha, who, both on account « 
his father's virtue, and on account of that army which 
maintained at his own expences, was a potent man: the Ii 
elites therefore ſent to him, and entreated him to come t 
their aſſiſtance, and promiſed him the dominion over them x 
his lifetime. But he did not admit of their entreaty ; and ad 
cuſed them, that they did not come to his aſſiſtance when 
was unjuſtly treated, and this in an open manner, by his bre 
thren; for they caſt him off, as not having the ſame moths 
with the reſt, but born of a ſtrange mother, that was intr 
duced among them by his father's fondneſs, and this they di 
out a contempt of his inability [to vindicate himſelf}. 
he dwelt in the country of Gilead, as it is called, and receiy 
ed all that came to him, let them come from what place { 
ever, and paid hem wages. However, when they pref 
him to accept the dominion, and {ware that they would grat 
him the government over them all his life, he led them t 
the war, 

9. And when Jephtha had taken immediate-care of the 
affairs, he placed his army at the city Miſpeh, and ſent 
meſſage to the Ammonite [King], complaining of his unju 
poſſeſſion of their land. But that King ſent a contrary me 
ſage 3 and complained of the Exodus of the Iſraelites out « 
Egypt, and defired him to go out of the land of the Amt 
rites, and yield it up to him, as at firſt his paternal inher 
tance, But Jephtha returned this anſwer, That“ he did nd 
*« juſtly complain of his anceſtors about the land of the. 
** morites, and ought rather to thank them that they left t 
land of the Ammonites to them, fince Moſes could ha- 
taken it alſo; and that neither would he recede from tht 
& land of their own, which God had obtained for them, a 
they had now inhabited [above] three hundred years, b 
* would fight with them about it.“ 

10. And when he had given them this anſwer, he ſc 
the ambaſſadors away. And when he had prayed for victot 
and had * vowed to perform ſacred offices; and if he can 


Book \ 


* Joſephus juſtly condemns Jephtha, as do the Apoſtolical Con 
tutions, B. VII. ch. 37. for his raſh vow, whether it were for ſacrif 
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home in ſafety, to offer in ſacrifice what living creature ſoe- 
ver ſhould firſt meet him, he joined battle with the enemy, 
and gained a great victory, and in his purſuit flew the ene- 
mies all along as far as the city Minnith. He thep paſſed 


their cities, and took their prey, and freed his own people 
from that ſlavery which they had undergone for eighteen 


correſpondent to the great actions he had done; for it was 
his daughter that came to meet him ; ſhe was allo an only 
child, and a virgin: Upon this Jephtba heavily lamented the 
greatneſs of his affliction, and blamed his daughter for being 
ſo forward in meetiug him, for he had vowed to ſacrifice her 
to God. However, this action that was to befal her was 
not ungrateful to her, ſince ſhe ſhould die upon occaſion of 
her father's victory, and the liberty of her fellow-citizens » 
She only deſired her father to give her leave for two months 


agreed, that at the fore-mentioned time he might do with her 
according to his vow, Accordingly when that time was over, 
he ſacrificed his daughter as a burnt-offering, offering ſuch 
an oblation as was neither conformable to the law, nor ac- 
ceptable to God, not weighing with himſelf what opinion 
the hearers would have of ſuch a praQtice. 

11. Now the tribe of Ephraim fought againſt him, becauſe 
he did 'not take them along with him in his expedition 
againſt the Ammonites, but becauſe he alone had the prey, 
and the glory of what was done to himſelf, As to whica he 
ſaid, firſt that they were not ignorant how his country had 
fought againſt him, and that when they were invited, they did 
not come to his aſſiſtance, whereas they ought to have come 
quickly, even before they were invited. And in the next place, 
that they were going to act unjuſtly; for while they had 
not courage enough to ſight their enemies, they came ha- 
ſtily againſt their own kindred : and he threatened them, 
that, with God's aſſiſtance, he would inflict a puniſhment up- 
Vor. I. A a oon 


cing his daughter, as Joſephus thought, or for dedicating her, who was 
his only child, to perpetual virginity, at the tabernacle, or elſewhere, 
which I rather iuppoſe. If he had vowed her for à ſacrifice ſhe ought 
to have been redeemed, Levit. xxvii. I—8, but of the ſenſe of v. 28, 29. 


as relating not to things vorved to God, but devoted to ra, ſee the 
note on Antiq. B. V. ch. i 1. $ 8. 


over to the land of the Ammonites, and overthrew many ot- 


years. But as he came back, he fell into a calamity no way 


to bewail her youth with her fellow citizens; and then ſhe - 
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on them, unleſs they would grow wiſer. But when he could 
not perſuade them, he fought with them with thoſe force; 
which he ſent for out of Gilead, and he made a great laugh. 
ter among them; and when they were beaten, he purſued 
them, and ſeized on the paſſages of Jordan by a part of his 
army which he had ſent before, and flew about forty- two 
thouſand of them. 

12. So when Jephtha had ruled fix years he died, and 
was buried in his o＋] nC country Sebee, which is a place in the 
dand of Gilead. 

13. Now when Jephtha was dead, Ibzan took the govern. 
ment, being of the tribe of Judah, and of the city Bethle. 
hem. He had ſixty children, thirty of them ſons, and the 
reſt daughters ; 3 all which he left alive behind him, giving 
the daughters in marriage to huſbands, and taking wives for 
his ſons. He did nothing in the [even years of his admini- 
ſtration that was worth recording, or deſerved a memorial, 
So he died an old man, and was buried in his own country, 

14. When Ibzan was dead after this manner, neither did 
Helon, who ſucceeded him in the government, and kept it 
ten years, do any thing remarkable; he was of the tribe of 
Zebulon. 

15. Abdon, allo the fon of Hillel, of the tribe of Eph- 
raim, and born at the city Pyrathon, was ordained their ſu— 
preme governor after Helon. He is only recorded to have 
been happy in his children; for the public affairs were then 
ſo peaceable, and in ſuch ſecurity, that neither d1d he per- 
form any glorious action. He had forty ſons, and by them 
left thirty grand-children ; and he marched in ſtate with theſe 
ſeventy, who were all very ſkilful in riding horſes, and he 
left them all alive after him. He died an old man ; and ob- 
tained a magnificent burial in Pirathon. 

CHAP; VIII. 
Concerning the fortisude of Sampſon, and what mi ch he 
brought upon the Philiſtines. 


$ 1. A yTer Abdon was dead, the Philiſtines overcame the 

Iſraelites, and received tribute of them for forty 
years; from which diſtreis they were delivered after this 
mauer. 


6 | 2. There 
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2. There was one Manoah, a perſon of ſuch great virtue, 
that he had few men his equals, and without diſpute the 
principal perfon of his country. He had a wife celebrated 
for her beauty, and excelling her contemporaries. He had 
no children; and being uneaſy at his want of poſterity, he 
intreated God to give them ſeed of their owa bodies to ſuc- 
ceed them; and with that intent he came conſtantly into the 
* ſuburbs, together with his wife, which ſuburbs were in the 
great plain. Now he was fond of his wife to the degree ot 
madneſs, and on that account was unmeaſurably jealous of 
her. Now when his wife was once alone, an apparition was 
ſeen by her; it was an angel of God, and reſembled a young 
man. beautiful and tall, and brought her the good news, that 
he ſhould have a ſon, horn by God's providence, that ſhould 
be a goodly child, of great {trength, by whom, when he was 
grown up to man's eltate, the Philiitines ſhould be afflicted. 
He echorted her alſo not to poll his hair, and that he ſhould 
avoid all other kinds of drink (for ſo had God commanded), 
and be entirely contented with water. So the angel, when 
he had delivered that meſſage, went his way, his coming hav- 
ing been by the will of God. 

3. Now the wife informed her huſband, when he came 
home, of what the angel had ſaid, who ſhewed ſo great an 
admiration of the beauty and tallneſs of the young man that 
had appeared to her, that her huſband was aſtoniſhed, and 
out of himſelf for jealouſy, and ſuch ſuſpicions as are excited 
by that paſſion: But ſhe was deſirous to have her huſband's 
uureaſonable ſorrow taken away; accordingly ſhe intreated 
God to ſend the angel again, that he might be ſeen by her 
huſband. So the angel came again, by the favour of God, 

zrhile they were in the ſuburbs, and appeared to her when he 
was alone, without her huſband. She deſired the angel to 
ſtay ſo long till ſhe might bi ing her huſband; and that requeſt 
veing granted, ſhe goes to call Manoah. When he ſaw the 
angel he was not yet free from ſuſpicion, aud he deſired him 
to inform him of all that he had told his wife: But when he 
laid. it was ſufficient that ſhe alone knew what he had ſaid. 

:e then requeſted of him to tell him who he was, that when 
Aa 2 the 


* ] can diſcover no reaſon why Manaoh and his wiſe came ſo con- 
ſtantly into theſe ſuburbs to pray for children, but becauſe there was © 


Fnagogue or 2 ace of devotion in tloſe ſuburbs. 
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the child was born they might return him thanks, and give 
him a preſent. He replied, that he did not want any preſent, 
for that he did not bring them the good news of the birth of 
a {on out of the want of any thing. And when Manoah had 
1ntreated him to ſtay, and partake of his hoſpitality, he di 
not give his conſent. However, he was perſuzded, at the 
earneſt requeRt of Manoah, to ſtay ſo long as while he brought 
. him one mark of his hoſpitality : So he flew a kid of the 
goats. and bid his wife boil it. When all was ready, the 
angel enjoined him to ſet the loaves and the fleſh, but with- 
out the veſſels, upon the rock; which, when they had done 
be touched the fleſh with the rod which he had in his hand 
which, upon the breaking out of a flame, was conſumed, tc 
gether with the loaves. And the angel aſcended openly, i 
their fight, up to heaven, by means of the ſmoke, as by : 
vehicle. Now Manoah was afraid that ſome danger would 
come to them from this ſight of God, but his wife bid him 
be of good courage; for that God appeared to them for their 
benefit 

4. So the woman proved with child, and was careful te 
obſerve the injunctions that were given her; and they called 
the child, when he was born, Sampſon, which name figni 
fies one that is /rong. So the child grew apace, and it ap 


peared evidently that he would be a * prophet, both by the 


moderation of his diet, and the permiſſion of his hair to grow 

5. Now when he once came with his parents to 'Dimnath 
a city of the Philittines, when there was a great feſtival, he 
fell in love with a maid of that country, and he delired © 
his parents that they would procure him the damſel for hi 
wife: But they refuſed ſo to do, becauſe ſhe was not cf th 
fiock of Iſrael; yet becauſe this warriage was of God, wh 
intended to convert it to the benefit of the Hebrews. he cover 
perſuaded them to procure her to be eſpouſed to him. Au, 
as he was continually coming to her parents, he met a lion 
and though he was naked, he received his onſet, and ftrany 
led him with his hands, and caſt the wild beaſt into a wood: 


piece of ground on the inſide of the road. 
6. An 


* Here by a prophet Joſephus ſeems only to mean one that was bor 
by a particular providence, lived after the manner of a Nazarite devot 
ed to God, ard was to have an extraordinary commiſhon and ſtrengt 
from God, for the judging and avenging his people Lfracl, without an 
proper prophetic revelations at all, 
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6. And when he was going aaother time to the damſel, 
he light upon a ſwarm of bees making their combs in the 
breaſt of that lion, and taking thr-e honey-combs away, he 
gave them, together with the reſt of his prelents, to the dam- 
ſel. Now the people of Tiranath, out of a dread of the young 
man's ſtrength, gave him, during the time of the wedding 
feaſt (for he then feaſted them all) thirty of the moſt ſtout 
of their youth, in pretence to be his companions, but in re- 
ality to be a guard upon him, that he might not attempt to 
give them any diſturbance. Now as they were drinking mer- 
rily and playing, Sampſon ſaid, as was uſual at ſuch times, 
Come, if I propole you a riddle, and you can expound it 
in thele ſevea days time, I will give you every one a linen 
„ ſhirt aad a garment, as a reward of your wiſdom.” 80 
they being very ambitious to obtata the glory of wiſdom, to- 
gether with the gains, deſired him to propoſe his riddle: H 
ſaid, © that a great devourer produced [vs get food out of it 
* felf, though itſelf were very diſagreeable.“ And whe: 
they were not able, in three days time, to find out the mean- 
ing of the riddle, they defired the damſel to diſcover it by 
the means of her huſband, and tell it tiem, and they chrea:- 
ened to burn her if ſhe did not tell it them. So when the 
damſel intreated Sampſon to tell it her, he at firſt refuſed to 
do it, but when ſhe lay hard at him, and fell into tears, and 
made his refuſal to tell it a ſign of his unkindneſs to her, he 
informed her of his ſlaugliter of a lion, and how he found 
bees in his breaſt, and carricd away three honey-combs, and 


J brought them to her. Thus he ſuſpccting nothing of deceit, 


informed her of all, and ihe revealed 1: to thoſe that deſired 
to know it. Then on the ſeventh day, whereon they were 
to expound the riddle propoſed to them, they met together 
before ſun-ſetting, and ſaid, Nothing is more diſagrecable 
than a lion to thoſe that light on it, and nothing is ſweet- 
der than honey to thoſe that make uſe of it.“ To which 
Sampſon made this rejoinder, © Nothing is more deceitful 
than a woman, for ſuch was the perſon that diſcovered my 
interpretation to you.” Accordingly he gave them the 
preſents he had promiſed them, making ſuch Aſkelonites as 
net him upon the road his prey, who were themſelves Phili- 
tines alſo. But he divorced this lis wife, and the girl de- 
[piſed his anger, and was married to his companion, who 
made the former match between them, 
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7. At tkis injurious treatment Sampſon was ſo provoked, 
that he Puka to puniſh all the Philiſtines, as well as her: 
Zo it being then ſummer- time, and the fruits of the land be. 
ing almoſt ripe enough for reaping, he caught three hundred 
foxes, and joining lighted torches to their tails, he ſent them 
into the fields of the Philiſtines, by which means the fruit: 
of the fields periſhed. Now when the Philiſtines knew that 
this was Sampſon's doing, and knew alſo for what cauſe he 
did it, they ſent their rulers to Timnath, and burnt his for- 
mer wife, and her relations, who had been the occaſion of 
their misfortunes. 

8. Now when Sampſon had ſlain many of the Philiſtines! in 
the plain country, he dwelt at Etam, which is a ſtrong rock 
of the tribe of Judah; for the Philiſtines at that time made 
an expedition againſt chat tribe: But the people of Judah 
ſaid, that they did not act juſtly with them, in inflicting pu- 
niſhments upon _ while they paid their tribute, and this 
only on account of Sampſon's offences. They anſwered, that 
in caſe they would not be blamed themſelves, they muſt de- 
liver up Sampſon, and put him into their power. So they 
being deſirous not to be blamed themſelves, came to the rock 
with three thouſand armed men, and complained to Sampſon 
ef the bold inſults he had made upon the Philiſtines, who 
were men able to bring calamity upon the whole nation of the 


Hebrews; and they told him, they were come to take him, 


and to deliver him up to them, and put him into their power, 
ſo they deſired him to bear this willingly. Accordingly when 
he had received aſſurance from thera upon oath, that they 
would do him no other harm than only to deliver him into 
his enemies hands, he came down from the rock, and put 
himſelf into the power of his countrymen. Then did they 
bind him with two cords, and lead him on, in order to de- 
liver him to the Philiſtines ; ; and when they came to a certain 
place, which is now called The Faw- bone. on account of the 
great action there performed by Sampſon, though of old it 
had no particular name at all, the Philiſiines, who had pitch- 
ed their camp not far off, came to meet them with joy ard 
ſhouting, as having done a great thivg, and gained what they 
deiired; but Sampſcn broke his bonds afunder, and catching 
up the jaw-bone of an aſs that lay down at his feet, fell upon 
his enemies, and ſmiting them with his jaw-bone. flew a 
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thoufand of them, and put the reſt to flight, and into great 
liforder, 

9. Upon this ſlaughter Sampſon was too proud of what he 
had performed, and faid that this did not come to pals by 
the aſſiſtance of God, but that his ſucceſs was to be a ribed 
to his own courage; and vaunted himſelf, that © it was out 
of a dread of him that ſome of his enemies fell, and the 
# reſt ran away upon his uſe of the jaw-bone.“ But when 
great thirſt came upon him, he conſidered that human cou- 
rage 1s nothing, and bare his teſtimony that all is to be a- 
cribed to God, and befought him that he would not be an- 
nes in:ry at any thing he had ſaid, nor give him up into the hands 
rock et his enemics, but afford him help under his affliction, and 
made Weeliver him from the misfortune he was under. Accordingly 
[udah Cod was moved with his intreaties, and raiſed him up a plen- 
g pu-Miiful fountain of ſweet water at a certain rock; whence it was 
d this mat Sampſc: called the place * The Jaw-bone, and ſo it is 
„ that Wcalled to this day. | 
ſt de- 10. After this fight Sampſon had the Philiſtines in con- 
they Wicmpt, and came to Gaza, and took up his lodgings in a 
rock Kertain inn. When the rulers of Gaza were informed of 
aplon iis coming thither, they ſeized upon the gates, and placed 

who nen in ambuſh about them, that he might not eſcape with- 
ff the ut being perceived: But Sampſon, who was acquainted 
him, Frith their contrivances againſt him, aroſe about midnight, 
wer, ad ran by force upon the gates, with their poſts and beams, 
when Ind the reſt of their wooden furniture, and carried them a- 
they Yray on his ſhoulders, and bare them to the mountain that is. 
into rer Hebron, and there laid them down. 

put 11, However, he at length + tranſgreſſed the laws of 
they Wis country, and altered his own regular way of living, and 
> de- ſmitated the ſtrange cuſtoms of foreigners, which thing was 
rtain ſhe beginning of his miſeries; for he fell in love with a wo- 
t the Han that wes an harlot among the Philiſtines: her name was 
Id it Pellab, and he lived with her. So thoſe that * 
i | the 


they » This fountain called Tebi, or, The Jawbone, is (till in being, as tra- 

lers aſſure us, and was known by this very name in the days of Jo- 

bhus, and has been known by the ſame name in all theſe paſt. ages, 

bee Antiq. B. VII. ch. xii. $ 4. vol. II. . 

'WA4Y + Se this juſily obſerved in the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, B. VII. 

land n. xxxvii. that Sampſon's. prayer was heard, but that it was before this 
vs tranſgreſſion. | 


284 ANTIQU1TIES OF - Hook 


the public affairs of the Philiſtines came to her, and wi 
promiſes induced her to get out of Sampſon what was tl 
cauſe of that his ſtrength, by which he became unconquer 
ble to the enemies. Accordingly, when they were drinki; 
and h+ 1 the like converſation together, the pretended to a 
mire his actions he had done, and contrived to get out of hi 
by ſubtilty, by what means he fo much excelled others 
ſtrength. Sampſon, in order to delude Delilah, for heb 
not yet loſt his ſenſes, replied, that if he were bound wit 
ſeven ſuch green withs of a vine as might ſtill be wreathe 
he ſhould be weaker than any other man. 'The woman a 
no more then, but told this to the rulers of the Philiſtine 
and hid certain of the ſoldiers in ambuſh within the hou 
and when he was difordered in drink, and aſleep, ſhe bow 
him, as faſt as poſſible, with the withs; and then upon hi 
awakening him, ſhe told him ſome of the people were up 
him, but he broke the withs, and endeavoured to defer 
himſelf, as though ſome of the people were upon him. No 
this woman, in the conſtant converſation Sampſon had wit 
ner, pretended, that ſhe took it very ill that he had ſuch 1 
tle confidence in her affections to him, that he would not te 
her what ſhe deſired, as if ſhe would not conceal whit {| 
knew it was for his intereſt to have concealed. Howeve 
he deluded her again, and told her, that if they bound hit 
with ſeven cords, he ſhould: loſe his ſtrength. And whe 
upon doing this ſhe gained nothing, he told her the thi 
time, that his hair ſhould be woven into a web: but, whe 
pon doing this, the truth was not yet difcovered. At lengt 
5amyſon, upon Delilah's prayer (for he was doomed to ti 
into ſome affliction), was detirous to pleaſe her, and to 
her, That“ God took care of him, and that he was boi 
* by his providence, and that thence it is that I ſuffer m 
„hair to grow, God baving charged me never to poll m 
head, and thence my ſtrength is according to the mcreal 
and continuance of my hair.“ When ſhe had learne 
thus nuch, and had deprived him of his hair, ſhe delivere 
him up to his enemies, when he was not ſtrong enough t 
defend himſelf from their attempts upon him; ſo the 


out his eyes, and bound him, and had him led about amon 


them. 
12. But in proceſs of time Sampſon's hair grew agai 
And there was a public feſtival among the Philidines, whe 
a it 
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he rulers, and thoſe of the moſt eminent character, were 
kaſting together (now the room wherein they were had its 
woof ſupported by two pillars), fo they ſent for Sampſon, and 
e was brought to their feaſt, that they might inſult him in 
heir cups. Hereupon he, thinking it one of the greateſt mil- 
fortunes if he ſhould not be able to revenge himſelf when he 
vas thus inſulted, perſuaded the boy that led him by the 
land, that he was weary, and wanted to reſt himſelf, and 
lefired he would bring him near the pillars; and as ſoon as 
he came to them, he ruſhed with force againit them, and 
prerthrew the houſe by overthrowing its pillars, with three 
houſand men in it, who were all lain, and Sampſon with 
hem. And ſuch was the end of this man, when he had ruled 
yer the Ifraclites twenty years. And indeed this man de- 
ſerves to be admired for his courage and ſtrength, and mag- 
nanimity at his death, and that his wrath againſt his enemies 
vent ſo far as to die himſelf with them. But as for his be- 
ing enfnared by a woman, that is to be aſcribed to human 
ature, which is too weak to reſiſt the temptations to that 
in; but we ought to bear him witneſs, that in all other re- 
ets he was one of extraordinary virtue. But his kindred 
ook away his body, and buried it in Saraſat, his own coun- 
ry, with the reſt of his family. 


CHA FT... I. 


How under Eli government of the Iſraelites Boas married 
Ruth, from whom came Obed, the grandfather of David. 


| 1. Now after the death of Sampſon, Eli the high prieft 


was governor of the Iſraelites. Under him, when 
ne country was afflicted with a famine, Elimelech of Beth- 
ichem, which is a city of the tribe of Judah, being not able 
to ſupport his family under ſo ſore a diſtreſs, took with him 
Naomi bis wife, and the children that were born to him by 
ker, Chilion and Mahlon, and removed his habitation into 
he land of Moab ; and upon the happy proſperity of his af- 
fies there, he took for his ſons wives of the Moabites, Or- 
pah for Chilion, and Ruth for Mahlon. But in the compaſs 
of ten years, both Elimelech, and a little while after him, 
the ſons died: and Naomi being very uneaſy at theſe acci- 
dents, and not able to bear her loneſome condition, now thoſe 
that were deareſt to her were dead, on whoſe acsount it was 


that 


| 


— — — 
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that ihe had gone away from her own country, ſhe return 
to it again, for the had been informed it was now in a fle; 
riching condition. However, her daughters-in-law were n 
able to think of parting with her, and when they had a min 
to go out of the country with her, ſhe could not diſſua 
them from it; but when they inſiſted upon it, ſhe wiſhe 
them a more happy wedlock than they had had with he 
fons, and that they might have proſperity in other reſped 
alſo; and ſeeing her own affairs were ſo low, ſhe exhorte 
them to ſtay. where they were, and not to think of leayin 
their own country, and partaking with her of that uncer 
tainty under which ſhe muſt return. Accordingly Orpa 
ſtayed behind, but ſhe took Ruth along with her, as not t 
be perſuaced to Ray behind her, but would take her fortun 
with her, whatſoever it ſhould prove. 

2. When Ruth was come with her mother-in-law to Bet! 
lehem, Booz, who was near of kin to Elimelech, entertau 
ed her: And when Naomi was to called by her fellow cit 
zens, according to her true name, ſhe ſaid, © You mig 
more truly call me Mara.” Now Naomi ſignifies in th 
Hebrew tongue happine/s, and Mara ſorrow, It was no 
reaping-time; and Ruth, by the leave of her mother: in- la 
went out to glean, that they might get a ſtock of corn fe 
their food. Now it happened that ſhe came into Booz's field 
and after ſome time Booz came thither, and when he fa; 
the damſel, he inquired of his ſervant that was ſet over th 
reapers concerning the girl. The ſervant had a little befor 
inquired about ail her circumſtances, and told them to hi 
maſter, Who kindly embraced her, both on account of he 
affection to her mother-in-law, and her remembrance of tha 
ſon of her's to whom ſhe had been married, and wiſhed th 
ſhe might experience a proſperous condition: So he deſire 
her not to glean, but to reap what ſhe was able, and gav 
her leave to carry it home. He alſo gave it in charge to th: 
ſervant who was over the reapers, not to hinder her whe 
the took it away, and bid him give her her dinner, and mak 
her drink, when he did the like to the reapers. Now wh 
corn Ruth received of him ſhe kept for her mother: in- lan 
and came to her in the evening, and brought the ears of co! 
with her; and Naomi had kept for her a part of ſuch foo 
as her neighbours had plentifully beſtowed upon her. Rut 
allo told her mother-in-law what Booz had ſaid to her; an 
when the other had informed her that he was near of kint 

them 
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y the laws, becauſe he was their neareſt Kinſman. 
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hem, and perhaps was fo pious a man as to make ſome pro- 
ion for them, the went out again on the days following to 
ather the gleanings with Booz's maid-ſervants, 

. It was not many days before Booz, after the barley 
a8 winnowed, ſlept in his threſhing- oor. When Naomi 
as informed of this circumſtance, ſhe contrived it ſo that 


Ruth: ſhould lie down by him, for he thought it might be 


or their advantage that he ſhould diſcourſe with the girl. 
ccordingly the lent the damſel to ſleep at his feet, who went 
s ſhe bade her, for ſhe did not think it conſiſtent with her 
uty to contradict any command of her motker's-in-law. And 
t firſt the lay concealed from Booz, as he was faſt aſleep; 
ut when he awaked ahout midnight, and perceived a wa- 
an lying by him, he aſxed who ſhe was; ; and when ſhe told 
im her name, and deſired, that he whom ſhe owned for her 
ord, would excuſe her, be then ſaid no more, but in the 
orning, before the ſervants began to ſet about their work, 
e awaked her, and bid her take as much barley as the was 


ble to carry, and go to her mother-in-law, before any body 


here ſhould ſee that ſhe had lain down by him, becauſe it 
ght ariſe on 
hat account, eſpecially when there had been nothing done 
hat was ill. But as to the main point ſhe aimed at, the 
atter ſhould reit here,“ He that is nearer of kin than I am, 
hall be aſked whether he wants to take thee to wife; if 
he ſays he does, thou ſhalt follow him; but if he refuſe it, 
I will marry thee according to the law, | 
4. When ſhe had informed her mother-in-law of this, 
iey were very glad of it, out of the hope they had that Booz 
ould make proviſion for them. Now about noon Booz 
ent down into the city, and gathered the ſenate together, 
ad when he had ſent for Ruth, he called for her kinſman 
ſoz and when he was come, he ſaid, Doſt not thou retain 
ie inheritance of Elimelech and his ſons? He confeſſed that 
e did retzin it, and that he did as he was permitted to do 
Then 
id Booz, Thou muſt not remember the laws by halfs, 
but do every thing according to them; for the wife of 
Mahlon is come hither, whom thou muſt mar ry, according 
to the laws, in caſe thou wilt retain their fields.“ 80 
le man yielded np both the field and the wife to Booz, who 
as himſelf of kin to thoſe that were dead, as alleging _ 
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he had a wife already, and children alſo : So Buoz calle 
the ſenate to witneſs; and bid the woman to looſe his {ho 
and ſpit in his face, according to the law: and when th 
was done, Booz married Kuth, and they had a ſon wit 
a year's time. Naomi was herſelf a nurſe to this child; 2 
by the advice of the women called him Od, as being to 
brought up in order to be ſub/ervient to her in her old ag 
for Obed in the Hebrew diale& ſignifies a ſervant, The { 
of Obed was Jeſſe, and David was his ſon, who was King 
and left his dominions to his ſons for one and twenty gener; 
tions. I was therefore obliged to relate this hiſtory of Rut! 
beeauſe I had a mind to e monſtrate the power of God. whe 
without difficulty, can raile thoſe that are of ordinary pare 
tage to dignity and ſplendour, to which he advanced David 
though he were born of ſuch mean parents. 


of I 3 OE 


Concerning the birth of Samuel ; and how he forctold the call 
mity that befel the ſons Eli. 


$ 1. AD now, upon the ill flate of the affairs of the H. 
brews, they made war again upon the Philiſtine 
The occaſion was this: Eli the high prieſt had two ſon 


Hophni and Phineas. Theſe ſons of Eli were guilty of in) 3.8 
tice towards men, and of impiety towards God, and abſtaii meal v 
ed from no ſort of wickedneſs. Some of their gifts they ca} own cc 
ried off, as belonging to the honourable employment the ſon boy 
had, others of them they took away by violence. They a which 
ſo were guilty of impurity with the women that came to wo tore c⸗ 
ſhip God [at the tabernacle], obliging ſome to ſubmit tothe the ch 
luſt by force, and enticing others by bribes ; nay, the who man re 
courie of their life was no better than tyranny. Their fath@J and de 
therefore was angry at them for ſuch their wickedneſs, , might 
expected that God would ſuddenly inflict his puniſi:;men to gro 
upon them for what they had done. The multitude took WI and w. 
heinouſly alſo. And as ſoon as God had foretold what cal fons b. 
mity would befal Eli's ſons, which he did both to Eli hi. 4. N 
ſelf, and to Samuel the prophet, who was yet but a chilc, proph: 
openly ſhewed his ſorrow for his ſons deſtruction. by his 

2. I will grſt diſpatch what I have to fay about the pr prieſt « 
phet Samuel, and after that will proceed to ſpeak of the ſ call hi: 
of Eli, and the miſeries they brought on the whole peo Vor 
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to grow long, and his drink was water. 
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of the Hebrews. Elcanah, a Levite, one of a middle condi- 
tion among his fellow citizens, and one that dwelt at Rama- 
thaim, a city of the tribe of Epbraim, married two wives, Han- 
nah and Peninnah. He had children by the latter, but he lo- 
ved the other beſt, although ſhe were barren. Now Elcanah 
came with his wives to the city Shiloh to ſacrifice, for there 
it was that the tabernacle of God was fixed, as we have for- 
merly ſaid. Now when, after he had ſacrificed, he diſtribut- 
ed at that feſtival portions of the fleſh to his wives and 
children, and when Hannah ſaw the other wife's children 
ſitting round about their mother, ſhe fell into tears, and la- 
mented herſelf on account of her barrenneſs and loneſomeneſs; 
and ſuffering her grief to prevail over her huſband's conſola- 
tions to her, ſhe went to the tabernacle to beſeech God to 
give her ſeed, and yo make her a mother; and to vow to con- 
{ecrate the firſt ſon the ſhould bear to the ſervice of God, 
and this in ſuch a way that his manner of living ſhould not 
be like that of ordinary men. And as ſhe continued at her 
prayers a long time, Eli the high prieſt, for he ſat there be- 
fore the tabernacle, bid her go away, thinking ſhe had been 
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diſordered with wine; but when ſhe ſaid ſhe had drank wa- 


ter, but was in ſorrow for want of children, and was beſeech- 
ing God for them, he bid her be of good cheer, and told her 
that God would ſend her children. 

3. So ſhe came to her huſband full of hope, and eat her 
meal with gladneſs: And when they had returned to their 
own country ſhe found herſelf with child, and they had a 
ſon born to them, to whom they gave the name of Samuel, 
which may be ſtyled one that was a/ted of Gd. They there- 
fore came to the tabernacle to offer ſacrifice for the birth of 
the child, and brought their tythes with them ; but the wo- 
man remembered the vow ſhe had made concerning her ſon, 
and delivered him to Eli, dedicating him to God, that he 
might become a prophet. Accordingly his hair was ſuffered, 
So Samuel dwelt 
and was brought up in the temple. But Elcanah had other 
ſons by Hannah, and three daughters. 

4. Now when Samuel was twelve years old he began to 
prophecy: and when he was once aſleep, God called to him 
by his name, but he ſuppoſing he had been called by the high 
prieſt came to him; but when the high prieſt ſaid he did not 
call him, God did ſo thrice, Eli was then ſo far illuminated, 

Vol. I. B b chat 
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well as before: It is God that calls thee ; do thou there 
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that, he ſaid to him, Indeed Samuel I was filent now a 


them to 
for who 
the ark 
receive 
lurvive 

his pref, 


fore fignify it to him, and ſay, I am here ready.” 86 
when he heard God ſpeak again, he defired him to ſpeak 
and to deliver what oracles he pleaſed to him, for he woulq 
not fail to perform any miniſtration whatſoever he ſhoul; 


make ule of him in; to which God replied, © Since thou ar father | 
here ready, learn what miſeries are coming upon the Iſra age. 8 
©* elites, ſuch indeed as words cannot declare, nor faith be that by 
* lieve; for the ſons of Eli ſhall die on one day, and th cnemie: 
„ prieſthood ſhall be transferred into the family of Eleazar were al 
„for Eli hath loved his ſons more than he hath loved my the up! 
* warſhip, and to ſuch a degree, as is not for their advanMF fides, b 
„tage.“ Which meſſage Eli obliged the prophet by oathil Hebre: 
to tell him, for otherwiſe he had no inclination to afflict hin defeat 
by telling it. And now Eli had a far moreggre expectation raclites 
of the perdition of his ſons; but the glcry ot Samuel increaY in the 
ſed more and more, it being found by experience that What they cz 
ſcever he “ propheſied came to pals accordingly. thirty 
| prieſt ; 
. 3. 
| ; that of 
Herein is declared what befel the ſons of Eli, the-art, and th Benjar 
people; and how Eli himſelf died miſerably, ther), 
$ 1. sour this time it was that the Philiſtines made war high p 
againſt the Iſraelites, and pitched their camp at heard 
the city Aphek. Now when the Iſraelites had expected them thing | 
a littte while, the very next day they joined battle, and the and W. 


Philiſtines were conquerors, and ſlew above four thouſand Was ne 
of the Hebrews, and puitued the reſt of their multitude to withal 
their camp. | vine r 
2. So the Hebrews being afraid of the worſt, ſent to the himſe 
ſenate, and to the high prieſt, and deſired that they would une xp 
bring the ark of God, that by putting themſelves in array, ark v 
when it was preſent with them, they might be too hard for griev: 
their enemies, as not reflecting that he who had condemned be es 
then havin 

: the a4 
Although there had be en a few occaſional prophets before, yet was 4. 


this Samuel the firſt of a conſtant ſucceſſion of prophets in the Jewiſh not al 
nation, as is implied in St. Peter's words, Acts iii. 24. Tea and all the told! 


prophet gi oni Samuel, and thoſe that follow er, as many as have ſþ%- 
ten, have likewiſe foretol1 of theſe days. See alſo acts xiii 20. The other ever, 


were rather ſometimes called righteous men, Matth. x. 41, iii, 17. 
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them to endure theſe calamities was greater than the ark, and 
for whoſe ſake it was that this ark came to be honoured. S0 
the ark came, and the ſons of the high prieſt within, having 
received a charge from their father, that if they pretended to 
ſurvive the taking of the ark they ſhould come no more into 
his preſence; for Phineas officiated already as high prieſt, his 
father having reſigned his office to him, by reaſon of his great 


age. So the Hebrews were full of courage, as ſuppoling 
that by the coming of the ark they ſhould be too hard for their 
enemies: their enemies alſo were greatly concerned, and 
were afraid of the ark's coming to the Iſraelites ; however 
the upſhot did not prove agreeable to the expectation of both 
ſides, but when the battle was joined, that victory which the 
Hebrews expected was gained by the Philiſtines, and what 
defeat the Philiſtines were afraid of fell to the lot of the II- 
raclites, and thereby they found that they had put their truſt 
in the ark in vain, for they were preſently beaten as foon as 
they came to a cloſe fight with their enemies, and loſt about 
thirty thouſand men, among which were the ſons of the high 
prieſt ; but the ark was carried aw ay by the enemies. 

W hen the news of this defeat came to Shiloh, with 
that of the captivity of the ark, (for a certain young man, a 
Benjamite, who was in the action, came as a meſſenger thi- 
ther), the whole city was full of lamentations. And Eli tlie 
high prieſt, who ſat upon an high throne at one of the gates, 
heard their mournful cries, aud ſuppoſed that ſome ſtrange 
thing had befallen his family: So he ſent for the young manz 
and when he underſtood what bad happened in the battle, he 
was not much uncafſy as to his ſons, or What was told him 
withal about the army, as having before hand known by di- 
vine revelation that thoſe things would happen, and having 
himſelf declared them before hand, for what fad things come 
unexpeQedly they diſtreſs men the moſt; but as ſoon as the 
ark was carried captive by their enemies, he was very much 
orieved at it, becauſe it fell out quite. differently ſrom what 
he expeRed, ſo he fell down from his throne, and died, 
having in all lived ninety-eight years, aud of them retained 
5 government forty. 

On the ſame day his ſon Phineas's wiſe died alſo, as 
not * to ſurvive the misfortune of her huſband ; for they 
told her of her huſband's death as the was 1n * How- 
ever, ſhe bare a ſon at ſeven months, which lived, a +o 


which 
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which they gave the name of lcabod, which name ſignifi 
diſgrace, and this becauſe the army received a d/grace at 
this time. 

5. Now Eli was the firſt of the family of Ithamar, the 
other ſon of Aaron, that had the government, for the famil 
of Eleazar officiated as high prieſt at firſt, the ſon ſtill re 
ceiving that honour from the father which Eleazar bequeath 
ed to his ſon Phineas; after whom Abiezer his ſon took the 
honour, and delivered it to his ſon, whoſe name was Bulli 
from whom his ſon Ozi received it; after whom Eli, of 
whom we have been ſpeaking, had the prieſthood, and ſo he 
had his poſterity until the time of Solomon's reign ; bu 
then the poſterity of Eleazar re- aſſumed it. 


Tas Exo or Tae Firru Book, Ax D oF ruRE Figs 
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